
761—119.2(321) General. 
119.2(1) Conformance to MUTCD. The department administers the tourist-oriented directional 

signing program in conformance with the “Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices” (MUTCD), as 
adopted in rule 761—130.1(321).

119.2(2) Spacing and location. 
a. Tourist-oriented directional signing may be installed only when sufficient space is available. The 

determination of whether sufficient space is available is the responsibility of the department in accordance 
with the MUTCD and department policies. 

b. Tourist-oriented directional signing may be installed only in advance of at-grade intersections 
where the motorist leaves the primary highway system to travel to the destination. Tourist-oriented 
directional signs may also be placed on a higher-classified highway to direct motorists onto a lower-
classified highway, or on a greater-traveled highway to direct motorists onto a lesser-traveled highway, 
provided the signs are placed in advance of an at-grade intersection. 

c. Tourist-oriented directional signing is limited to the rural areas and towns that are located outside 
of any urban areas established by the U.S. Census Bureau for incorporated municipalities with a population 
that meets or exceeds 5,000.

119.2(3) Message. The message on a tourist-oriented directional sign is limited to a descriptive name, 
a directional arrow, the travel distance to the destination, and in some cases for motorist services, an 
additional short word or acronym indicating an essential fuel type such as diesel, E-85, or EV (electric 
vehicle-charging station).
[ARC 8786C, IAB 1/8/25, effective 2/12/25]
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https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.130.1.pdf

