
701—201.2(423) Application for permit. 
201.2(1) Permit application. 
a. An application for a sales and use tax permit shall be made via GovConnectIowa or by other 

means prescribed by the department, and the applicant shall furnish all information requested on such form. 
An application for a permit for a business operating under a trade name shall state the trade name, as well 
as the individual owner’s name, in the case of a sole proprietorship by an individual, or the trade name and 
the name of all partners in the case of a partnership. The application shall state the date when the applicant 
will begin making taxable sales from the location for which the application is made.

b. There is no charge for a sales and use tax permit. If a person makes retail sales from more than one 
location, each location from which taxable sales of tangible personal property, specified digital products, or 
services will occur shall be required to hold a permit.

201.2(2) Signatures required. 
a. Applications. The application shall be signed by the owner in the case of a sole proprietorship or a 

single-member LLC, or otherwise by an individual authorized to act on behalf of the business under rule 
701—7.6(17A,22,421,422). 

b. Electronic applications. For electronically transmitted applications, the signature must comply 
with rule 701—8.2(17A,421) unless more specified requirements are described on the form. 

201.2(3) Retroactive permits and returns for prior periods. A person may indicate on a permit 
application that the effective date of the permit is in a prior tax period. Returns must be filed for all prior 
tax periods dating back to the effective date of the permit. Penalty and interest applies pursuant to Iowa 
Code sections 421.27 and 423.40. Submission of a retroactive permit application makes a person ineligible 
for a voluntary disclosure agreement for those prior tax periods and does not prohibit the department from 
enforcing provisions of Iowa Code section 423.40, if applicable. 701—Chapter 19 contains more 
information about the voluntary disclosure program.

201.2(4) Address only required for retail sales locations. If a person is subject to sales tax and has 
physical presence or economic presence and is not making sales exclusively through a marketplace 
facilitator, the person shall provide a location for its sales and use tax permit.

201.2(5) Seasonal filers. A seasonal business retailer with sales in up to four months during the 
calendar year may register to file a return and remit tax as a seasonal filer. The retailer will be expected to 
only file returns for the specific months in which the retailer conducts business as indicated by the retailer 
upon registration. The retailer will not be expected to file a return or remit tax for the other months of the 
year. Like any other retailer, the seasonal retailer must still notify the department when it ceases operation 
permanently; if it does not, it will receive a nonfiler notice from the department.

Example: Retailer A plans to start selling Christmas trees annually starting in 2022. Retailer A only 
plans to sell trees in November and December each year. Retailer A may request to be designated as a 
seasonal filer such that it only is required to file returns for November and December each year. Retailer A 
fails to file a sales and use tax return for November 2029. Retailer A will receive a notice from the 
department even if Retailer A stopped selling trees after 2028.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 423.36.
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