
571—28.8(321I) Items eligible for funding. Items listed in this rule or approved by the director which can 
reasonably be utilized in the operation, development, or maintenance of designated riding areas or trails 
shall be eligible for funding.

28.8(1) Land acquisition. Purchasing of easements or fee title land acquisition as approved by the 
review and selection committee and director. Title to property acquired using the local share of registration 
revenues shall be in the name of the sponsor unless otherwise approved by the commission. The grant may 
be used for prepayment or reimbursement of land acquisition expenses, including appraisals, surveys and 
abstracts in addition to the property cost. The grant may pay the sale price or appraised value, whichever is 
less. Appraisals are required and must be approved by the department. Payments may be made directly to 
the landowner by the department. The grant agreement may contain provisions in addition to those 
contained in this chapter for disposal of property if it ceases to be managed and used for the purpose for 
which it was acquired. Land acquisitions (or leases) using all-terrain registration revenues shall utilize the 
following specific criteria:

a. Designated riding areas shall be limited to previously disturbed areas. High-quality natural areas 
and historical and cultural areas shall be avoided. If a proposed riding area contains fragments of any of the 
aforementioned areas, those areas shall be managed and protected as off-limit sites.

b. In making the determination of whether high-quality natural areas and historical or cultural areas 
exist, an expert in the said field shall complete a thorough assessment utilizing all available resources, 
including local expertise.

c. Prior to land acquisition, a public informational meeting shall be held to address the proposed 
designated riding area. The meeting shall be posted in accordance with Iowa Code section 362.3, and 
meeting minutes shall be made available to the commission.

d. Neighboring property owners shall be notified of the proposed designated riding area. Public 
comment received by the department or local political subdivision will be evaluated and presented to the 
commission.

e. A local project sponsor shall be willing and able to maintain the designated riding area and shall 
implement and abide by an approved operational plan, which includes a cooperative agreement with the 
local sponsor and political subdivision.

f. A local sponsoring political subdivision shall support the designated riding area and may provide 
local input.

g. The topography and associated soil erosion potentials shall be cost-effectively manageable as 
determined by the review and selection committee.

h. The commission shall make the final determination whether to acquire a tract of land as a 
designated riding area.

i. An act of the commission can undesignate a riding area.
28.8(2) Operation and maintenance of property that has been designated as a riding area by a local 

political subdivision and the commission.
28.8(3) Hourly wages may be reimbursed for operation and maintenance. Labor costs shall be 

documented in a manner approved by the department and shall be accompanied by proof that the cost was 
paid by the sponsor. If labor and repair are contracted, reimbursement shall be at the amount specified in 
the grant agreement. The sponsor shall obtain any federal, state or local permits required for the project.

28.8(4) Actual material cost of tools, gravel, gates, bridges, culverts, and fencing supplies. Diesel 
fuel, propane, gasoline, oil, parts and repair bills for equipment used for area management.

28.8(5) Purchase of approved equipment to be used for maintenance of designated riding areas. Cost 
of leasing equipment used to maintain designated riding areas.

28.8(6) Program and facility liability insurance. Insurance shall be in place for project sponsors 
receiving grant funds. If insurance is purchased by the sponsor, proof of liability insurance shall be 
provided to the department. The state may purchase a statewide insurance policy covering all project 
sponsors receiving funds from the grant program, in which case a copy of the policy shall be made 
available to covered sponsors upon request. This insurance coverage may include liability insurance for the 
landowner(s) or other insurable interests. All-terrain vehicle fund moneys shall not be used to purchase 
insurance for special events. The total payment from the all-terrain vehicle fund shall be 100 percent of the 
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approved actual cost. All insurance paid under this subrule must be furnished by companies licensed to do 
business in Iowa.

28.8(7) Cost of law enforcement for designated riding areas.
28.8(8) Developmental expenditures. Access roads, parking lots, picnicking, camping and playground 

facilities; sanitary facilities, shelters, and concession facilities; and utilities.
28.8(9) Pursuant to an agreement between the department and the Iowa Off-Highway Vehicle 

Association, miscellaneous personal expenses for an association representative may be reimbursed at a rate 
approved by the director. Expenses shall be documented in a manner approved by the department and 
submitted at the end of the term specified in the agreement.

28.8(10) Travel expenses. In-state travel reimbursement for overnight lodging, registration costs, and 
mileage to educational events, conferences, and meetings as approved by the review and selection 
committee and the director. Out-of-state travel for up to three sponsors annually will be eligible. 
Reimbursement rates will follow department policy.

28.8(11) Direct payment to vendors. The department may establish operational procedures to 
facilitate direct payment to vendors for:

a. Major expenditures or specialty items, including land acquisitions, development expenses, 
program liability insurance fees, equipment, and trail signs.

b. Unexpected repairs, including materials or other expenses costing more than $250 that may be 
necessary to operate and maintain the designated riding area in a safe manner.
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