
441—81.31(249A) Definitions. 
“CMS” means the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services of the federal Department of Health 

and Human Services.
“Deficiency” means a nursing facility’s failure to meet a participation requirement.
“Department” means the Iowa department of human services.
“Immediate jeopardy” means a situation in which immediate corrective action is necessary because the 

provider’s noncompliance with one or more requirements of participation has caused, or is likely to cause, 
serious injury, harm, impairment, or death to a resident.

“New admission” means a resident who is admitted to the facility on or after the effective date of a 
denial of payment remedy and, if previously admitted, has been discharged before that effective date. 
Residents admitted before the effective date of the denial of payment, and taking temporary leave, are not 
considered new admissions, nor are they subject to the denial of payment.

“Noncompliance” means any deficiency that causes a facility to not be in substantial compliance.
“Plan of correction” means a plan developed by the facility and approved by the department of 

inspections and appeals which describes the actions the facility shall take to correct deficiencies and 
specifies the date by which those deficiencies shall be corrected.

“Standard survey” means a periodic, resident-centered inspection which gathers information about the 
quality of service furnished in a facility to determine compliance with the requirements for participation.

“Substandard quality of care” means one or more deficiencies related to the participation requirements 
for resident behavior and facility practices, quality of life, or quality of care which constitute either 
immediate jeopardy to resident health or safety; a pattern of or widespread actual harm that is not 
immediate jeopardy; or a widespread potential for more than minimal harm, but less than immediate 
jeopardy, with no actual harm.

“Substantial compliance” means a level of compliance with the requirements of participation such that 
any identified deficiencies pose no greater risk to resident health or safety than the potential for causing 
minimal harm.

“Temporary management” means the temporary appointment by the department of inspections and 
appeals of a substitute facility manager or administrator with authority to hire, terminate or reassign staff, 
obligate facility funds, alter facility procedures, and manage the facility to correct deficiencies identified in 
the facility’s operation.
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