
441—75.55(249A) Eligibility factors specific to specified relatives. 
75.55(1) Specified relationship. 
a. A child may be considered as meeting the requirement of living with a specified relative if the 

child’s home is with one of the following or with a spouse of the relative even though the marriage is 
terminated by death or divorce:

Father or adoptive father.
Mother or adoptive mother.
Grandfather or grandfather-in-law, meaning the subsequent husband of the child’s natural grandmother, 

i.e., stepgrandfather or adoptive grandfather.
Grandmother or grandmother-in-law, meaning the subsequent wife of the child’s natural grandfather, 

i.e., stepgrandmother or adoptive grandmother.
Great-grandfather or great-great-grandfather.
Great-grandmother or great-great-grandmother.
Stepfather, but not his parents.
Stepmother, but not her parents.
Brother, brother-of-half-blood, stepbrother, brother-in-law or adoptive brother.
Sister, sister-of-half-blood, stepsister, sister-in-law or adoptive sister.
Uncle or aunt, of whole or half blood.
Uncle-in-law or aunt-in-law.
Great uncle or great-great-uncle.
Great aunt or great-great-aunt.
First cousins, nephews, or nieces.
b. A relative of the putative father can qualify as a specified relative if the putative father has 

acknowledged paternity by the type of written evidence on which a prudent person would rely.
75.55(2) Liability of relatives. All appropriate steps shall be taken to secure support from legally 

liable persons on behalf of all persons in the eligible group, including the establishment of paternity as 
provided in rule 441—75.14(249A).

a. When necessary to establish eligibility, the department shall make the initial contact with the 
absent parent at the time of application. Subsequent contacts may be made by the child support recovery 
unit.

b. When contact with the family or other sources of information indicates that relatives other than 
parents and spouses of the eligible children are contributing toward the support of members of the eligible 
group, have contributed in the past, or are of such financial standing they might reasonably be expected to 
contribute, the department shall contact these persons to verify current contributions or arrange for 
contributions on a voluntary basis.
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