
441—153.16(232) Relationship of decategorization funding pool to other department child welfare 
funding. With the exception of any portion of the service area’s child welfare allocation that is allocated by 
law for decategorization services, each service area’s child welfare allocation shall be managed under the 
authority of the respective service area manager as follows:

153.16(1) Allocation. Each service area manager receives an allocation from the state appropriation 
for child welfare and juvenile justice services funding to meet child welfare and juvenile justice needs 
within all counties comprising the service area. The service area manager is responsible for meeting service 
needs throughout the service area within that allocation.

153.16(2) Budgeting. The service area manager may establish internal child welfare and juvenile 
justice services budget targets for the counties comprising the service area. Based on budget monitoring 
and changes in circumstances, the service area manager may revise the child welfare and juvenile justice 
budget targets within the service area to provide for the safety, permanency, and well-being of children 
served in the child welfare and juvenile justice systems.

153.16(3) Transfer to project. A service area manager may choose to designate and to transfer a 
portion of the service area’s child welfare allocation to the funding pool of a decategorization project. The 
service area manager may ask a governance board to accept specific terms and conditions concerning use 
of this funding. Once funding is transferred to a governance board, the funding is under the management 
authority of the governance board, subject to any special terms and conditions agreed to by the governance 
board.

153.16(4) Communication with the governance board. The service area manager shall regularly 
communicate with the governance boards within the service area to provide updated data and other 
information on child welfare and juvenile justice funding amounts, service expenditures and trends, and 
other issues in order to assist the governance board in service and budget planning.
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