289—1.1(257) School budget review committee. The school budget review committee (SBRC) is established to review and make recommendations on any rules, regulations, directives, or forms relating to budgeting and accounting in school districts and area education agencies (AEA); to confer with local school districts and make recommendations on any budgeting or accounting matters; and to grant supplemental aid or to grant a modified allowable growth in the budget year for any school district or AEA that has unusual circumstances that create a need for additional funds for operations or that must abate an environmental hazard due to a state or federal regulation. The SBRC may grant use of the unexpended general fund for facilities under certain circumstances specified in the Iowa Code. The SBRC has the authority to direct the director of the department of education or the director of the department of management to make studies and investigations of school costs in any school district.
    1.1(1) Membership. The SBRC shall be composed of the following six members:
    a.  The director of the department of education who shall serve as chairperson and conduct all meetings unless another member of the committee is asked by the director of the department of education to assume this role. The director of the department of education is a nonvoting member of the committee.
    b.  The director of the department of management who shall serve as secretary unless another member of the committee or department of education staff or department of management staff is asked by the director of the department of management to assume this role. The designated secretary shall not be a voting member, unless the designee is a regular member of the committee.
    c.  Four public members who are knowledgeable in the areas of school finance or public finance issues shall be appointed by the governor to represent the public. All committee members shall perform their assigned duties until a replacement has been appointed.
    d.  The department of education shall employ a staff person to assist the school budget review committee.
    1.1(2) Qualifications of public members. The four public members shall have general knowledge in the areas of Iowa school finance or public finance. At least one of the public members shall possess a master’s or doctoral degree in which areas of school finance, economics or statistics are an integral component or shall have equivalent experience in an executive administrative or senior research position in the education or public administration field.
    1.1(3) Terms of office. The public members appointed by the governor shall serve staggered three-year terms beginning and ending as provided in Iowa Code section 69.19. Members appointed by the governor are subject to senate confirmation as provided by Iowa Code section 2.32.
    1.1(4) Compensation. The committee members representing the public are entitled to receive their necessary expenses while engaged in official duties. In addition they shall be paid a per diem at the rate specified in Iowa Code section 7E.6. Per diem and expense payments shall be made from appropriations to the department of education.
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