
281—98.11(257) Categorical and noncategorical student counts. The certified enrollment data 
collection includes both student counts related to budgetary allocations for the subsequent budget year that 
are provided for the purpose of offering a program that is in addition to the basic educational program for a 
specific category of students and student counts that are general in nature and can be used for any legal 
general fund purpose. Student counts that are general in nature are used to generate funding through the 
school aid foundation formula and are not intended to fund a specific program or a specific category of 
students. General student counts include the basic enrollment of full-time resident students.

Counts for part-time nonpublic students participating in public school classes pursuant to Iowa Code 
section 257.6(3) and counts for part-time dual enrolled competent private instruction students in grades 9 
through 12 are the full-time equivalent enrollment of a regularly enrolled student. Counts for dual enrolled 
competent private instruction students in grades lower than grade 9 are the legislatively set equivalent of a 
regularly enrolled full-time student. Counts for part-time nonpublic students and for part-time dual enrolled 
competent private instruction students in grades 9 through 12 who participate in the postsecondary 
enrollment option Act classes are the full-time equivalent of a regularly enrolled student based on cost. 
Because these counts are the full-time equivalent of a regularly enrolled student, and are not in addition to 
the full-time equivalent, the funding generated within the school aid foundation formula based on these 
counts is considered general in nature.

Student counts related to categorical budgetary allocations are those that generate funding intended to 
be used for only that specific category of students being counted or for the specific program for which the 
additional counts are authorized in the Iowa Code.
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https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/257.6.pdf

