
223—48.5(303,404A) Rehabilitation cost limits and amount of credit. 
48.5(1) The amount of the tax credit equals 25 percent of the qualified rehabilitation costs incurred 

for the substantial rehabilitation of eligible property, subject to the provisions in subrule 48.6(8). 
Rehabilitation projects that do not meet the definition of a substantial rehabilitation are not eligible to 
receive a historic tax credit.

48.5(2) Computing the tax credit. The state historic preservation office (hereinafter referred to as 
SHPO) shall compute the tax credit based on the final qualified rehabilitation costs documented on part 
three of the application and shall issue a tax credit certificate pursuant to subrule 48.6(8).

a. For projects for which part two of the application was approved and tax credits were reserved 
before July 1, 2009: The only costs which may be included on part three of the application are the qualified 
rehabilitation costs incurred between the period ending on the project completion date and beginning on the 
date two years prior to the project completion date, provided that any qualified rehabilitation costs incurred 
prior to the date on which part two of the application was approved must be qualified rehabilitation 
expenditures under the federal rehabilitation credit in Section 47 of the Internal Revenue Code.

b. For projects for which part two of the application was approved on or after July 1, 2009: The only 
costs which may be included on part three of the application are those qualified rehabilitation costs incurred 
for the rehabilitation of eligible property during the rehabilitation period, provided that any costs incurred 
prior to the date on which part two of the application was approved must be qualified rehabilitation 
expenditures as defined in Section 47(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code.

48.5(3) For residential or mixed-use property, the amount of rehabilitation costs shall not exceed 
$100,000 per residential unit excluding any qualified rehabilitation costs for the public or commercial 
space and excluding any qualified rehabilitation costs for the weather surfaces of the building envelope 
including exterior windows and doors. This subrule does not apply to projects for which part two of the 
application was approved and tax credits were reserved on or after July 1, 2009.

48.5(4) Questions concerning specific tax consequences or interpretation of the state tax code must be 
addressed to the department of revenue.

48.5(5) Applicants may develop subsequent projects for qualified rehabilitation costs not previously 
included in a tax credit application for a building which had tax credits previously reserved or awarded. 
Each subsequent application shall meet eligibility requirements and shall be reviewed individually and 
independently.

48.5(6) For applicants receiving credits through the small projects fund, the cumulative total for 
multiple applications for a single building shall not exceed $750,000 in qualified rehabilitation costs. The 
SHPO will not accept an application by the same owner for a building previously receiving credits through 
the small projects fund that causes the cumulative total to exceed $750,000. The applicant may either:

a. Apply for the cumulative total of qualified rehabilitation costs under any other fund for which the 
project is eligible. If the applicant receives a tax credit reservation from another fund, the applicant shall 
abandon the entirety of the applicant’s tax credit reservation in the small projects fund in accordance with 
rule 223—48.12(303,404A); or

b. Apply for only the qualified rehabilitation costs up to a cumulative total of $750,000. If the 
applicant has already received and claimed a tax credit certificate on the applicant’s annual tax return, the 
applicant shall select this option.
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