
191—50.69(502) Advertisements. 
50.69(1) The following advertising regarding the offer, sale or purchase of any security in Iowa is 

exempt from the filing requirements of Iowa Code section 502.504:
a. A prospectus published or circulated regarding an offering of a security registered pursuant to 

Iowa Code section 502.303 or 502.304 that is not yet effective, or an offering of a security for which a 
notice or application for exemption, including the prospectus, has been filed pursuant to Iowa Code section 
502.201 or 502.202;

b. Advertising which provides information regarding only from whom a prospectus may be obtained, 
a description of the security offered for sale, the price of the security, or the names of broker-dealers having 
an interest in its sale;

c. Advertising published by a registered broker-dealer or investment adviser concerning the 
qualifications or business of the registrant, the general advisability of investing in securities or market 
quotations or other factual information relating to particular securities or issuers, provided the advertising 
contains no recommendation concerning the purchase or sale of a particular security;

d. Unless specifically requested by the administrator, advertising filed with FINRA or that satisfies 
the requirements of Securities Act of 1933 Rules 230.135a, 230.156, or 230.482; and

e. Any other advertising the administrator may specify by order.
50.69(2) All advertising required to be filed with the administrator by a registrant shall be filed prior 

to the date of use. All advertising required to be filed by a person other than a registrant shall be filed at 
least ten days prior to the date of use, or a shorter period if provided by the administrator. The advertising 
shall not be used in Iowa until the registrant receives approval from the administrator.

50.69(3) Sales literature of an investment company registered pursuant to the Investment Company 
Act of 1940 which is materially misleading within the meaning of rules or a statement of policy of the SEC 
constitutes false or misleading advertising as prohibited by Iowa Code section 502.504(2A).

50.69(4) False or misleading advertisements prohibited by Iowa Code section 502.504(2A) include, 
but are not limited to, the following:

a. Comparison charts or graphs showing a distorted, unfair, or unrealistic relationship between the 
issuer’s past performance, progress, or success and that of another company, business, industry, or 
investment media;

b. Layout or format omitting information necessary to make the entire advertisement a fair and 
truthful representation;

c. Statements or representations without accreditation predicting future profit, success, appreciation, 
or performance, or otherwise addressing the merit or potential of the securities;

d. Generalizations, generalized conclusions, opinions, representations, and general statements based 
upon a particular set of facts and circumstances unless those facts and circumstances are stated and 
modified or explained by additional facts or circumstances as are necessary to make the entire 
advertisement a full, fair, and truthful representation;

e. Sales kits or film clips, displays or exposures, which alone or by sequence and progressive 
compilation present a misleading impression of guaranteed or exaggerated potential, profit, safety, or 
return;

f. Distribution of any nonfactual or inaccurate data or material by words, pictures, charts, or graphs, 
or otherwise based upon conjectural, unfounded, extravagant, or flamboyant claims, assertions, or 
predictions, or upon excessive optimism; and

g. Any package or bonus deal, prize, gimmick, or similar inducement regarding the offer or sale of a 
security that is combined with or dependent upon the sale of some other product, contract, or service unless 
the combination has been fully disclosed and specifically described and identified in the advertisement.

50.69(5) Any business card or other advertisement containing the name of an agent shall:
a. Clearly designate the agent as a securities agent or registered representative of the broker-dealer, 

as applicable, and indicate clearly that the broker-dealer is a broker-dealer;
b. Contain no advertising other than agent name, office address, broker-dealer name, and broker-

dealer logo or trademark on the business cards;
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c. Provide the office address and telephone number of the location where the agent conducts 
securities business; and

d. Clearly state the business of that entity and the relationship of the agent to that entity if the name, 
logo or trademark of any business entity other than that of the broker-dealer appears on the business card or 
in an advertisement.

50.69(6) A firm employing a sales agent who is offering securities on its behalf is responsible for 
ensuring that the name of the broker-dealer is displayed on the agent’s business cards as prominently as the 
individual’s name.

50.69(7) For the purpose of this rule, “advertisement” means any written or printed communication or 
any communication by means of recorded telephone messages or transmitted on radio, television, or other 
electronic communications media, published regarding the offer, sale, or purchase of a security.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 502.504.
[ARC 9169B, IAB 10/20/10, effective 11/24/10]
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