
191—36.13(513C,514D) Individual health insurance coverage for children under the age of 19. 
36.13(1) Purpose, applicability and effective date. 
a. The purpose of this rule is to set forth the requirements and procedures to be followed for 

individual health insurance coverage for children under the age of 19.
b. This rule shall apply to all “carriers” as defined in Iowa Code subsection 513C.3(5). For purposes 

of this rule, “carrier” means the same as it is defined in Iowa Code subsection 513C.3(5).
c. For purposes of this rule, a “child-only” policy means a health benefit plan delivered or issued for 

delivery to an individual who is the primary subscriber on the policy and who is under the age of 19. A 
“child-only” policy does not include a health benefit plan that is delivered or issued for delivery to a 
primary subscriber who is 19 years of age and older but that insures persons under the age of 19.

d. This rule shall become effective June 8, 2011, for policies sold or issued on or after that date.
36.13(2) Coverage requirement for children under the age of 19, open enrollment period and notice. 
a. Carriers doing business in the state of Iowa shall offer coverage to primary subscribers under the 

age of 19 during the open enrollment period as established in this rule.
b. The open enrollment period for child-only policy applicants shall commence on July 1, 2011, and 

end on August 14, 2011. Carriers shall provide subsequent open enrollment periods for child-only policy 
applicants for the periods of July 1 through August 14 in the years 2012 and 2013.

c. A carrier shall advertise the open enrollment period for children under the age of 19, including the 
availability of child-only policy coverage, on the carrier’s website and through any other media as 
determined by the carrier. The advertising shall be conspicuous and provided in a manner reasonably 
calculated to give potential applicants timely and informative notice regarding the annual open enrollment 
period.

d. For child-only policy applications received during the open enrollment period, individual health 
insurance coverage shall be offered on a guaranteed-issue basis to individuals under the age of 19. The 
child-only policies shall be in compliance with federal and state law and shall be filed with the Iowa 
insurance division in accordance with Iowa law.

e. Carriers are not required to offer child-only policies outside the open enrollment periods provided 
in this subrule. However, a carrier shall permit a child under the age of 19 to apply and enroll for child-only 
policy coverage during a special enrollment period under the terms of the child-only policy if the child has 
experienced a qualifying event. A child-only policy issued during a special enrollment period after a 
qualifying event shall be issued on a guaranteed basis and shall not impose any preexisting conditions. For 
purposes of this paragraph, a “qualifying event” shall mean one or more of the following:

(1) The child lost creditable coverage as defined in Iowa Code section 514A.3B(3) as a result of 
termination of the parent’s or guardian’s employment or eligibility, the involuntary termination of the 
creditable coverage, death of the child’s parent or guardian, or the divorce or legal separation of the child’s 
parent or guardian, and a request for special enrollment is made within 30 days after termination of the 
creditable coverage.

(2) The child became a resident of Iowa during a month that was not the child’s birth month, and a 
request for coverage is made within 30 days after the child became a resident of Iowa.

(3) An event of marriage, birth, adoption or placement for adoption occurs and the request for special 
enrollment is made within 30 days after the occurrence of the event.

(4) The child was covered under a mandated continuation of a group health plan or group health 
insurance coverage plan until the coverage under that plan was exhausted.

(5) A court has ordered that coverage be provided for a spouse or minor or dependent child under a 
covered parent’s or guardian’s health insurance coverage and the request for enrollment is made within 30 
days after issuance of the court order.

(6) The child changes status and the parent or guardian becomes an eligible employee and requests 
enrollment within 63 days after the date of the change in status.

f. An individual applying for coverage during the open enrollment period or during a special 
enrollment period shall not be eligible for guaranteed-issue coverage if the individual has other coverage or 
if other coverage is available at the time of the effective date of coverage. Other coverage shall not include 
coverage through the Iowa Comprehensive Health Association (HIPIOWA) or HIPIOWA-FED.
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g. A carrier that issues a policy pursuant to this rule shall comply with all other applicable statutes 
and administrative rules, both state and federal, regarding individual health benefit policies.

h. A child-only policy may be appropriately rated based on the health status of the child-only policy 
applicant.
[ARC 9498B, IAB 5/4/11, effective 6/8/11]
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