
191—3.13(17A) Discovery. 
3.13(1) Discovery permitted. Where statutory time limitations permit, discovery may be conducted as 

permitted by the Iowa Rules of Civil Procedure and these rules. Discovery shall be conducted in an 
expedited manner to prevent unnecessary delays to the hearing.

3.13(2) Scope of discovery. Parties may obtain discovery regarding any matter, not privileged or 
confidential, which is relevant to the claim or defense of the party in the pending action seeking discovery 
or to the claim or defense of any other party. Discovery responses are subject to the confidentiality 
provisions of Iowa Code section 22.7, chapters under the jurisdiction of the commissioner, and rule 
191—3.12(17A), in accordance with applicable law, including, but not limited to, Iowa Code sections 
17A.13(2) and 522B.11(6), unless otherwise permitted by the presiding officer for good cause shown.

3.13(3) Notice of discovery. Discovery is only permitted after a party has filed, pursuant to rule 
191—3.12(17A), a notice of discovery no later than 15 days after the filing of an answer unless extended 
by the presiding officer for good cause shown or by agreement of the parties. The notice of discovery shall 
be a general notice that the party is serving discovery. The notice should include a statement regarding the 
type of discovery being conducted and the due date.

3.13(4) Discovery responses. Parties must respond to discovery within 15 days of receipt unless the 
parties mutually agree there is good cause to lengthen the response period or by order of the presiding 
officer. Time periods for compliance with discovery may be lengthened or shortened by order of the 
presiding officer.

3.13(5) Discovery completion. All discovery must be completed no later than 30 days before the 
prehearing conference.

3.13(6) Discovery motions. Any motion relating to discovery must allege that the moving party has 
previously made a good-faith attempt to resolve the discovery issues involved with the opposing party in a 
timely manner. Motions in regard to discovery shall be ruled upon by the presiding officer. Opposing 
parties shall be afforded the opportunity to respond within ten days of the filing of any such motion unless 
the time is shortened as provided in subrule 3.13(4). The presiding officer may rule on the basis of the 
written motion and any response, or may order argument on the motion.
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