
CHAPTER 2506
CONTESTED CASES

Chapter rescission date pursuant to Iowa Code section 17A.7: 6/30/31

The Uniform Rules on Agency Procedure, 7—Chapters 2500 through 2506, are rules generally applicable 
to agencies pursuant to Iowa Code section 17A.24. Additions, exceptions, or amendments to the 
corresponding chapter are below.
[ARC 0437D, IAB 7/22/26, effective 6/30/26]

701—2506.2(17A) Definitions. 
“Pleadings” means appeal, answer, reply or other similar document filed in a contested case 

proceeding, including contested cases involving no factual dispute.
[ARC 0437D, IAB 7/22/26, effective 6/30/26]

701—2506.3(17A) Time obligations. 
2506.3(1) Time is computed as provided in rule 701—2507.4(17A).

[ARC 0437D, IAB 7/22/26, effective 6/30/26]

701—2506.11(17A) Pleadings. 
2506.11(1) This subrule is not adopted.
2506.11(2) This subrule is not adopted.
2506.11(3) This subrule is not adopted.
2506.11(4) Amendments. Amendments to pleadings after a responsive pleading has been filed and to 

an answer may be allowed with the consent of the other parties or in the discretion of the presiding officer 
who may impose terms or grant a continuance.

2506.11(5) Alcohol-related hearing complaint. 
a. The agency, a local authority having jurisdiction, or the department of public safety may give 

written notice of the cause for action in the form of a hearing complaint and an opportunity for a hearing to 
a licensee, permittee, or holder of a certificate of compliance for any of the following:

(1) A violation of the laws and rules applicable to the sale and distribution of alcohol.
(2) Failure to comply with an order issued by the agency.
(3) Failure to fully cooperate during an investigation, audit, or inspection of the licensee; permittee; or 

certificate holder, including failure to respond to an inquiry within ten business days of the date of mailing 
by certified mail, return receipt requested, of a written request for information or records directed to the 
licensee’s, permittee’s, or certificate holder’s last address on file with the agency.

b. A hearing complaint shall state in separately numbered paragraphs the following:
(1) The persons or entities on whose behalf the hearing complaint is filed;
(2) The particular provisions of statutes and rules involved.

[ARC 0437D, IAB 7/22/26, effective 6/30/26]

701—2506.17(17A) Continuances. Applications for continuances can be made to the presiding officer.
2506.17(1) A written application for a continuance will:
a. Be made at the earliest possible time and no less than three days before the hearing, except in case 

of unanticipated emergencies;
b. State the specific reasons for the request; and
c. Be signed by the requesting party or the party’s representative.
No application for continuance will be made or granted without notice to all parties, except in an 

emergency where notice is not feasible. The agency may waive notice of such requests for a particular case 
or an entire class of cases.

2506.17(2) In determining whether to grant a continuance, the presiding officer may consider:
a. Prior continuances;
b. The interests of all parties;
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c. The likelihood of informal settlement;
d. The existence of an emergency;
e. Any objection;
f. Any applicable time obligations;
g. The existence of a conflict in the schedules of counsel, parties, or witnesses;
h. The timeliness of the request; and
i. Other relevant factors.
The presiding officer may order a party to furnish evidence of facts supporting or opposing the request. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, each party is entitled to one continuance without the need of a good cause 
showing unless a continuance would cause the contested case proceeding to exceed a time limit set forth in 
another applicable statute or rule.
[ARC 0437D, IAB 7/22/26, effective 6/30/26]

701—2506.20(17A) Hearing procedures. 
2506.20(3) Parties have the right to participate or to be represented in all hearings or prehearing 

conferences related to their case. Partnerships, corporations, limited-liability companies, and associations 
may be represented by any member, officer, director, or duly authorized agent. Any party may be 
represented by an attorney or another person authorized by law. An attorney admitted pro hoc vice in 
accordance with the Iowa Court Rules to practice in an agency administrative action in accordance with 
Iowa Court Rule 31.14 is obligated to have an in-state attorney present at every interaction with the 
presiding officer. For matters related to Iowa Code chapters 421 through 453E, Iowa Code section 421.59 
and rule 701—8.8(17A,22,421,422) govern who may represent a party.
[ARC 0437D, IAB 7/22/26, effective 6/30/26]

701—2506.26(17A) Final decision. 
2506.26(2) When the director initially presides at a hearing or considers decisions on appeal from 

or review of a proposed decision by the presiding officer other than the director, the order becomes the 
final order of the agency for purposes of judicial review or rehearing unless there is an appeal to or review 
on motion of a second agency within the time provided by statute or rule. When a presiding officer other 
than the director presides at the hearing, the order becomes final and not subject to judicial review unless 
there is an appeal to or review on motion of the director within 30 days of the date of the order, including 
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays as defined in Iowa Code section 421.9A. However, if the contested 
case proceeding involves a question of an award of reasonable litigation costs, the proposed order on the 
substantive issues shall not be appealable to or reviewable by the director on the director’s motion until 
the issuance of a proposed order on the reasonable litigation costs. If there is no such appeal to or review 
by the director within 30 days or 10 days, whichever is applicable, from the date of the proposed order 
on reasonable litigation costs, both the proposed order on the substantive issues and the proposed order on 
the reasonable litigation costs become final and not subject to judicial review. On an appeal from, review 
of, or application for rehearing concerning the presiding officer’s order, the director has all the power that 
the director would initially have had in making the decision; however, the director will consider only those 
issues presented at the hearing before the presiding officer or raised independently by the presiding officer, 
including the propriety of and the authority for raising issues. The parties will be notified of those issues 
that will be considered by the director.
[ARC 0437D, IAB 7/22/26, effective 6/30/26]

[Filed Emergency ARC 0437D, IAB 7/22/26, effective 6/30/26]
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