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TITLE I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
CHAPTER 1
ADMINISTRATION

[Prior to 5/18/88, Dental Examiners, Board of[320]]

650—1.1(153) Definitions. As used in these rules:

“Accredited school” means a dental, dental hygiene, or dental assisting education program
accredited by the American Dental Association Commission on Dental Accreditation.

“Board” means the board of dental examiners.

“Chapter” means lowa Code chapter 153.

“Coronal polish” means an adjunctive procedure that must also include removal of any calculus, if
present, by a dentist or dental hygienist. Coronal polishing of teeth using only a rotary instrument and a
rubber cup or brush for such purpose, when performed at the direction of and under the supervision of a
licensed dentist, is deemed not to be the giving of prophylactic treatment.

“Dental hygiene committee,” as defined in lowa Code section 153.33A, means the dental hygiene
committee of the board of dental examiners.

“Department” means the department of public health.

“Direct supervision” means that the dentist is present in the treatment facility, but it is not required
that the dentist be physically present in the treatment room.

“General supervision of a dental assistant” means that a dentist has examined the patient and has
delegated the services to be provided by a registered dental assistant, which are limited to all extraoral
duties, dental radiography, intraoral suctioning, and use of a curing light and intraoral camera. The
dentist need not be present in the facility while these services are being provided.

“General supervision of a dental hygienist” means that a dentist has examined the patient and has
prescribed authorized services to be provided by a dental hygienist. The dentist need not be present
in the facility while these services are being provided. If a dentist will not be present, the following
requirements shall be met:

1.  Patients or their legal guardians must be informed prior to the appointment that no dentist will
be present and therefore no examination will be conducted at that appointment.

2. The hygienist must consent to the arrangement.

3. Basic emergency procedures must be established and in place and the hygienist must be capable
of implementing these procedures.

4. The treatment to be provided must be prior prescribed by a licensed dentist and must be entered
in writing in the patient record.

“Inactive status” means the status of a practitioner licensed or registered pursuant to lowa Code
chapter 153 who is not currently engaged in the practice of dentistry, dental hygiene, or dental assisting
in the state of lowa and who has paid the required renewal fee but who has not met the requirements for
continuing education.

“Lapsed license,” “permit,” or “registration” means a license, permit, or registration that a person
has failed to renew as required or the license, permit, or registration of a person who failed to meet stated
obligations for renewal within a stated time. A person whose license, permit, or registration has lapsed
continues to hold the privilege of licensure or registration in lowa, but may not practice dentistry, dental
hygiene, or dental assisting until the license, permit, or registration is reinstated.

“License” means a certificate issued to a person to practice as a dentist or dental hygienist under the
laws of this state.

“Licensee” means a person who has been issued a certificate to practice as a dentist or dental
hygienist under the laws of this state.

“Overpayment”’ means payment in excess of the required fee. Overpayment of less than $10 received
by the board shall not be refunded.

“Peer review” as defined in lowa Code section 272C.1(7) means evaluation of professional services
rendered by a licensee or registrant.
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“Peer review committee” as defined in lowa Code section 272C.1(8) means one or more persons
acting in a peer review capacity pursuant to these rules.

“Personal supervision” means the dentist is physically present in the treatment room to oversee
and direct all intraoral or chairside services of the dental assistant trainee and a licensee or registrant is
physically present to oversee and direct all extraoral services of the dental assistant.

“Practice of dentistry” as defined in lowa Code section 153.13 includes the rendering of professional
services in this state as an employee or independent contractor or the rendering of any dental decisions,
including diagnosing, treatment planning, determining the appropriateness of proposed dental care, or
engaging in acts that constitute the practice of dentistry.

The following classes of persons shall also be deemed to be engaged in the practice of dentistry:

1. Persons publicly professing to be dentists, dental surgeons, or skilled in the science of dentistry,
or publicly professing to assume the duties incident to the practice of dentistry.

2. Persons who perform examinations, diagnosis, treatment, and attempted correction by any
medicine, appliance, surgery, or other appropriate method of any disease, condition, disorder, lesion,
injury, deformity, or defect of the oral cavity and maxillofacial area, including teeth, gums, jaws, and
associated structures and tissue, which methods by education, background, experience, and expertise
are common to the practice of dentistry.

3. Persons who offer to perform, perform, or assist with any phase of any operation incident to
tooth whitening, including the instruction or application of tooth whitening materials or procedures at
any geographic location. For purposes of this paragraph, “tooth whitening” means any process to whiten
or lighten the appearance of human teeth by the application of chemicals, whether or not in conjunction
with a light source.

“Registrant” means a person who has been issued a certificate to practice as a dental assistant under
the laws of this state.

“Registration” means a certificate issued to a person to practice as a dental assistant under the laws
of this state.

This rule is intended to implement lowa Code sections 147.1(2), 147.13, 147.30, 147.76, 147.80,

153.13 and 153.15, and chapter 272C.
[ARC 8369B, IAB 12/16/09, effective 1/20/10; ARC 2030C, IAB 6/10/15, effective 7/15/15]

650—1.2(17A,147,153,272C) Purpose of the board. The purpose of the board is to protect public
health, safety, and welfare by administering, interpreting, and enforcing the provisions of law that relate
to the practice of dentistry, dental hygiene, and dental assisting. In pursuit of this mission, the board
performs these primary functions:

1.2(1) Administers examinations for the testing of dentists, dental hygienists, and dental assistants;

1.2(2) Issues licenses, registrations, certificates, and permits to qualified practitioners;

1.2(3) Sets standards for license, registration, and permit renewal and continuing education;

1.2(4) Enforces lowa laws regulating the practice of dentistry, dental hygiene, and dental assisting;

1.2(5) Investigates complaints concerning violations of the dental practice Act and rules;

1.2(6) Conducts disciplinary hearings and monitors the compliance of licensees or registrants with
board orders; and

1.2(7) Adopts rules and establishes standards for practitioners pursuant to its authority under the
Iowa Code and administrative rules.

650—1.3(17A,147,153) Organization of the board.

1.3(1) The board shall be composed of five members licensed to practice dentistry, two members
licensed to practice dental hygiene and two members not licensed to practice dentistry or dental hygiene
and who shall represent the general public. All members are appointed by the governor, subject to
confirmation by the senate.

1.3(2) Five members of the board shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of conducting business.

1.3(3) The dental hygiene committee of the board shall be composed of the two dental hygiene
members of the board and one dentist member of the board. The dentist member will be elected annually


https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/272C.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/153.13.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/147.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/147.13.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/147.30.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/147.76.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/147.80.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/153.13.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/153.15.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/272C.pdf
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to serve on the committee by a majority vote of the board. The dentist member of the committee must
have supervised and worked in collaboration with a dental hygienist for a period of at least three years
immediately preceding election to the committee.

1.3(4) Two members of the dental hygiene committee shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of
conducting business.

1.3(5) Committees of the board may be appointed by the board chairperson and shall not constitute
a quorum of the board. The board chairperson shall appoint committee chairpersons. Committees of
the board may include the executive committee, licensure committee, grievance committee, continuing
education advisory committee, and dental assistant committee.

650—1.4(153) Organization of the dental hygiene committee.

1.4(1) All matters regarding the practice, discipline, education, examination, and licensure of
dental hygienists will be initially directed to the dental hygiene committee. The committee shall have
the authority to adopt recommendations regarding the practice, discipline, education, examination, and
licensure of dental hygienists and shall carry out duties as assigned by the board. Recommendations
by the committee shall include a statement and documentation supporting its recommendation to the
board. The board shall review all committee recommendations. The recommendations shall be ratified
by the board unless the board makes a specific written finding that the recommendation exceeds the
jurisdiction or expands the scope of the committee beyond the authority granted in subrule 1.4(2),
creates an undue financial impact on the board, or is not supported by the record. The board may not
amend a committee recommendation without the concurrence of the majority of the members of the
dental hygiene committee.

1.4(2) This rule shall not be construed as impacting or changing the scope of practice of the
profession of dental hygiene or authorizing the independent practice of dental hygiene.

1.4(3) The committee shall not have regulatory or disciplinary authority with regard to dentists,
dental assistants, dental lab technicians, or other auxiliary dental personnel.

This rule is intended to implement lowa Code section 153.33A.

650—1.5(17A,153) Information. Members of the public may obtain information from or submit
requests relating to the practice of dentistry, dental hygiene, or dental assisting, continuing education,
or any other matter to the Executive Director, lowa Board of Dental Examiners, 400 SW 8th Street,
Suite D, Des Moines, lowa 50309-4687.

650—1.6(17A,147,153) Meetings.

1.6(1) The board shall hold an annual meeting each year in Des Moines to elect officers and conduct
other business. Officers of the board shall consist of a chairperson, vice chairperson, and secretary.
Officers shall assume their duties immediately following their election at the annual meeting.

1.6(2) The board may hold additional meetings as the chairperson, vice chairperson, or majority of
the board deems necessary. Written notices stating the time and place of the meetings shall be provided
consistent with the open meetings law.

1.6(3) The dental hygiene committee shall hold an annual meeting each year in Des Moines, lowa,
to elect officers and conduct other business. Officers of the committee shall consist of a chairperson,
vice chairperson, and secretary. Officers shall assume their duties immediately following their election
at the annual meeting.

1.6(4) The dental hygiene committee may hold additional meetings as the chairperson, vice
chairperson, or majority of the committee deems necessary.

1.6(5) Dates and location of board meetings may be obtained from the board’s office. Except as
otherwise provided by statute, all board meetings shall be open and the public shall be permitted to
attend.

These rules are intended to implement lowa Code sections 17A.3, 147.14(4), 147.22, and
153.33A(1).

[Filed 8/23/78, Notice 6/28/78—published 9/20/78, effective 10/25/78]
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CHAPTER 6
PUBLIC RECORDS AND FAIR INFORMATION PRACTICES

The Iowa board of dental examiners hereby adopts, with the following exceptions and amendments,
rules of the Governor’s Task Force on Uniform Rules of Agency Procedure relating to public records
and fair information practices which are printed in the first volume of the lowa Administrative Code.

650—6.1(153,147,22) Definitions. As used in this chapter:
“Agency.” In lieu of the words “agency issuing these rules”, insert “lowa Board of Dental
Examiners”.

650—6.3(153,147,22) Requests for access to records.

6.3(1) Location of record. Inlieu of the words “Insert agency name and address”, insert “lowa Board
of Dental Examiners, 400 S.W. 8th Street, Suite D, Des Moines, Iowa 50309-4687.

6.3(2) Office hours. In lieu of the words “Insert customary office hours and, if agency does not have
customary office hours of at least thirty hours per week, insert hours specified in lowa Code section
22.4”, insert “8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays”.

6.3(7) Fees.

c.  Supervisory fee. In lieu of the words “(specify time period)”, insert “one-half hour”.

650—6.6(153,147,22) Procedure by which additions, dissents, or objections may be entered into
certain records. In licu of the words “designate office”, insert “the executive director”.

650—6.9(153,147,22) Disclosures without the consent of the subject.

6.9(1) Open records are routinely disclosed without the consent of the subject.

6.9(2) To the extent allowed by law, disclosure of confidential records may occur without the consent
of the subject. Following are instances where disclosure, if lawful, will generally occur without notice
to the subject:

a. For a routine use as defined in rule 6.10(153,147,22) or in any notice for a particular record
system.

b.  To arecipient who has provided the agency with advance written assurance that the record will
be used solely as a statistical research or reporting record; provided, that, the record is transferred in a
form that does not identify the subject.

c¢.  To another government agency or to an instrumentality of any governmental jurisdiction within
or under the control of the United States for a civil or criminal law enforcement activity if the activity is
authorized by law, and if an authorized representative of such government agency or instrumentality has
submitted a written request to the agency specifying the record desired and the law enforcement activity
for which the record is sought.

d.  To an individual pursuant to a showing of compelling circumstances affecting the health or
safety of any individual if a notice of the disclosure is transmitted to the last-known address of the subject.

e. To the legislative services agency.

f- Disclosures in the course of employee disciplinary proceedings.

g Inresponse to a court order or subpoena.

h.  Notwithstanding any statutory confidentiality provision, the board may share information with
the child support recovery unit through manual or automated means for the sole purpose of identifying
licensees or applicants subject to enforcement under lowa Code chapter 252J or 598.

i.  Notwithstanding any statutory confidentiality provision, the board may share information with
the college student aid commission for the sole purpose of identifying applicants or licensees subject to
enforcement under lowa Code sections 261.121 to 261.127.


https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/22.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/252J.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/598.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/261.121-127.pdf
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650—6.10(153,147,22) Routine use.

6.10(1) Defined. “Routine use” means the disclosure of a record without the consent of the subject
or subjects, for a purpose which is compatible with the purpose for which the record was collected. It
includes disclosures required to be made by statute other than the public records law, lowa Code chapter
22.

6.10(2) To the extent allowed by law, the following uses are considered routine uses of all agency
records:

a. Disclosure to those officers, employees, investigators, members or agents of the agency who
have a need for the record in the performance of their duties. The custodian of the record may upon
request of any officer or employee, investigator, or member, or on the custodian’s own initiative,
determine what constitutes legitimate need to use confidential records.

b. Disclosure of information indicating an apparent violation of the law to appropriate law
enforcement authorities for investigation and possible criminal prosecution, civil court action, or
regulatory order.

c.  Disclosure to the department of inspections and appeals for matters in which it is performing
services or functions on behalf of the agency.

d.  Transfers of information within the agency and among board members; to other state agencies,
boards and departments; federal agencies; to agencies in other states; national associations; or to local
units of government as appropriate to administer the agency’s statutory authority.

e. Information released to staff of federal and state entities for audit purposes or for purposes of
determining whether the agency is operating a program lawfully.

/- Any disclosure specifically authorized by the statute under which the record was collected or
maintained.

g Disclosure to the attorney general’s office for use in performing its official functions.

h. Disclosure to the public and news media of pleadings, motions, orders, final decisions, and
informal settlements filed in licensee disciplinary proceedings.

i.  Transmittal to the district court of the record in a disciplinary hearing, pursuant to lowa Code
section 17A.19(6), regardless of whether the hearing was opened or closed.

650—6.11(153,147,22) Consensual disclosure of confidential records.

6.11(1) Consent to disclosure by a subject individual. To the extent permitted by law, the subject
may consent in writing to agency disclosure of confidential records as provided in rule 6.7(153,147,22).

6.11(2) Complaints to public officials. A letter from the subject of a confidential record to a public
official which seeks the official’s intervention on behalf of the subject in a matter that involves the agency
may to the extent permitted by law be treated as an authorization to release sufficient information about
the subject to the official to resolve the matter.

6.11(3) Obtaining information from a third party. The agency is required to obtain information to
verify and investigate applications for licensure or permit, complaints concerning licensees, and alleged
violations of law and statute. Requests to third parties for this information may involve the release of
records requiring special procedures.

a.  Where necessary, the agency shall obtain from the subject individual an authorization for the
release of specially protected information on a form that meets the requirements of the law.

b. To obtain alcohol and drug abuse patient information, the agency shall obtain special
authorization from the subject individual on a “Consent to Release Alcohol and Drug Abuse Patient
Information” form or other appropriate form.

c¢.  The agency is authorized by law to subpoena books, papers, records, and any other real
evidence, whether or not privileged or confidential under law, to help it determine whether it should
institute an administrative hearing.


https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/22.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/17A.19.pdf
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650—6.12(153,147,22) Release to subject.

6.12(1) The subject of a confidential record may file a written request to review confidential records
about that person as provided in rule 6.6(153,147,22). However, the agency need not release the
following records to the subject:

a.  The identity of a person providing information to the agency need not be disclosed directly or
indirectly to the subject of the information when the information is authorized to be held confidential
pursuant to lowa Code section 22.7(18) or other provisions of law.

b.  Records need not be disclosed to the subject when they are the work product of an attorney or
are otherwise privileged.

c.  Peace officers’ investigative reports may be withheld from the subject, except as required by
the provisions of Iowa Code section 22.7(5).

d.  All information in licensee complaint and investigation files maintained by the board for
purposes of licensee discipline are required to be withheld from the subject prior to the filing of formal
charges and the notice of hearing in a licensee disciplinary proceeding.

e.  As otherwise authorized by state or federal law or rule.

6.12(2) Where a record has multiple subjects with interest in the confidentiality of the record, the
agency may take reasonable steps to protect confidential information relating to another subject.

650—6.13(153,147,22) Availability of records.

6.13(1) General. Agency records are open for public inspection and copying unless otherwise
provided by rule or law.

6.13(2) Confidential records. The following records may be withheld from public inspection.
Records are listed by category, according to the legal basis for withholding them from public inspection.

a. Tax records made available to the agency. (Iowa Code sections 422.20 and 422.72)

b.  Prior to initiation of a contested case, all complaint files, investigation files, other investigation
reports, and other investigative information in the possession of the board or its employees or agents
which relates to licensee or registrant discipline. (Iowa Code section 272C.6(4))

¢.  Criminal history, prior misconduct or investigative information relating to an applicant for
licensure or registration. (Ilowa Code section 147.21(1))

d. Information relating to results of an examination for licensure, registration, or certification other
than final score except for information about results of an examination which is given to the person who
took the examination. (Iowa Code section 147.21(3))

e. Information relating to the contents of an examination for licensure, registration, or certification.
(Iowa Code section 147.21(2))

f Information contained in professional substance abuse reports or other investigative reports
relating to the abuse of controlled substances. (Ilowa Code section 124.504)

g Minutes of closed meetings of the board. (Iowa Code section 21.5(4))

h.  Records of closed session board disciplinary hearings. (Iowa Code sections 272C.6(1) and
21.5(4))

i.  Information or records received from a restricted source and any other information or records
made confidential by law.

j. Identifying details in final orders, decisions, and opinions to the extent required to prevent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy or trade secrets under lowa Code section 17A.3(1)“d.”

k. Those portions of agency staff manuals, instructions or other statements issued which set forth
criteria or guidelines to be used by agency staffin conducting audits, in making inspections, in negotiating
settlements, or in the selection or handling of cases, such as operational tactics or allowable tolerances or
criteria for the defense, prosecution or settlement of cases, when disclosure of these statements would:

(1) Enable law violators to avoid detection;

(2) Facilitate disregard of requirements imposed by law; or

(3) Give aclearly improper advantage to persons who are in an adverse position to the agency. (See
Iowa Code sections 17A.2 and 17A.3)


https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/22.7.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/22.7.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/422.20.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/422.72.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/272C.6.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/147.21.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/147.21.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/147.21.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/124.504.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/21.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/272C.6.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/21.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/17A.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/17A.2.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/17A.3.pdf
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[ Records which constitute attorney work product, attorney-client communications, or which are
otherwise privileged. Attorney work product is confidential under Iowa Code sections 22.7(4), 622.10,
and 622.11, lowa R.C.P. 122(c¢), Fed. R. Civ. P. 26 (b)(3), and case law. Attorney-client communications
are confidential under Iowa Code sections 622.10 and 622.11, the rules of evidence, the Code of
Professional Responsibility, and case law.

m. Any other records made confidential by law.

n.  Records which are exempt from disclosure under lowa Code section 22.7.

o. Information in nonlicensee investigation files maintained by the board which are otherwise
exempt from disclosure under lowa Code section 22.7 or other provisions of law.

6.13(3) Authority to release confidential records. The agency may have discretion to disclose some
confidential records which are exempt from disclosure under lowa Code section 22.7 or other law.
Any person may request permission to inspect records withheld from inspection under a statute which
authorizes limited or discretionary disclosure as provided in rule 6.4(153,147,22). If the agency initially
determines that it will release such records, the agency may, where appropriate, notify interested parties
and withhold the records from inspections as provided in subrule 6.4(3).

650—6.14(153,147,22) Personally identifiable information. This rule describes the nature and extent
of personally identifiable information which is collected, maintained, and retrieved by the agency by
personal identifier in record systems as defined in rule 6.1(153,147,22). For each record system, this
rule describes the legal authority for the collection of that information, the means of storage of that
information and indicates whether a data processing system matches, collates, or permits the comparison
of personally identifiable information in one record system with personally identifiable information in
another record system. The record systems maintained by the agency are:

6.14(1) Information on nonlicensee investigation files maintained by the board. This information is
collected by the board pursuant to the authority granted in lowa Code sections 147.2, 147.83, 147.84,
147.85, and 147.93. This information is stored on paper only. This information is a public record except
to the extent that certain information may be exempt from disclosure under lowa Code section 22.7 or
other provisions of law.

6.14(2) Information in complaint, compliance, and investigative files maintained by the board for
the purposes of discipline. This information is collected pursuant to lowa Code sections 153.33, 272C.3,
and 272C.9. This information is stored electronically and on paper. This information is required to be
kept confidential pursuant to Iowa Code section 272C.6(4). However, information may be released to
the licensee or registrant once a disciplinary proceeding is commenced by the filing of a formal statement
of charges and the notice of hearing.

6.14(3) Records of board disciplinary hearings. These records contain information about licensees
and persons under the board’s jurisdiction who are subject of a board disciplinary proceeding or other
action. This information is collected by the board pursuant to the authority granted in lowa Code sections
153.23 and 153.33, and chapter 272C. This information is stored electronically and on paper. These
records 