
1 MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD, §321.271

321.271 Reports confidential — without prejudice — exceptions.
1. All accident reports filed by a driver of a vehicle involved in an accident as required

under section 321.266 shall be in writing. The report shall be without prejudice to the
individual so reporting and shall be for the confidential use of the department, except that
upon the request of any person involved in the accident, the person’s insurance company
or its agent, or the attorney for such person, the department shall disclose the identity and
address of other persons involved in the accident and may disclose the name of the insurance
companies with whom the other persons have liability insurance. The department, upon
written request of the person making the report, shall provide the person with a copy of that
person’s report. The written report filed with the department shall not be admissible in or
used in evidence in any civil or criminal case arising out of the facts on which the report is
based.
2. All written reports filed by a law enforcement officer as required under section 321.266

shall be made available to any party to an accident, the party’s insurance company or its
agent, the party’s attorney, the federal motor carrier safety administration, or the attorney
general, on written request to the department and the payment of a fee of four dollars for
each copy. If a copy of an investigating officer’s report of a motor vehicle accident filed with
the department is retained by the law enforcement agency of the officer who filed the report,
a copy shall be made available to any party to the accident, the party’s insurance company
or its agent, the party’s attorney, the federal motor carrier safety administration, other law
enforcement agencies, or the attorney general, on written request and the payment of a fee.
However, the attorney general and the federal motor carrier safety administration shall not
be required by the department or the law enforcement agency to pay a fee for a copy of a
report filed by a law enforcement or investigating officer.
3. Notwithstanding subsections 1 and 2, the date, time, specific location, and immediate

facts and circumstances surrounding a crime or incident shall not be kept confidential under
this section, except in those unusual circumstances where disclosure would plainly and
seriously jeopardize an investigation or pose a clear and present danger to the safety of an
individual.
[C39, §5020.11; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.271; 81 Acts, ch 14, §25]
83 Acts, ch 72, §1; 90 Acts, ch 1054, §1, 2; 98 Acts, ch 1073, §7; 2001 Acts, ch 32, §18; 2003

Acts, ch 8, §16; 2023 Acts, ch 28, §1
Referred to in §321.228, 321.273, 321.517

Thu Dec 11 19:40:33 2025 Iowa Code 2026, Section 321.271 (29, 0)

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/321.266.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/321.266.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/321.271.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/321.271.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/acts/1981/CH0014.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/acts/1983/CH0072.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/acts/1990/CH1054.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/acts/1998/CH1073.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/acts/2001/CH0032.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/acts/2003/CH0008.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/acts/2003/CH0008.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/acts/2023/CH0028.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/321.228.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/321.273.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/321.517.pdf

