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708.12 Removal of an officer’s communication or control device.
1. As used in this section, “officer” means peace officer as defined in section 724.2A or a

correctional officer.
2. A person who knowingly or intentionally removes or attempts to remove a

communication device or any device used for control from the possession of an officer, when
the officer is in the performance of any act which is within the scope of the lawful duty or
authority of that officer and the person knew or should have known the individual to be an
officer, commits the offense of removal of an officer’s communication or control device.
3. a. A person who removes or attempts to remove an officer’s communication or control

device is guilty of a simple misdemeanor.
b. A person who knowingly or intentionally removes or attempts to remove a

communication or control device from the possession of an officer with the intent to interfere
with the communications or duties of the officer, is guilty of a serious misdemeanor.
c. If a violation of paragraph “a” results in bodily injury to the officer the person is guilty

of a serious misdemeanor.
d. If a violation of paragraph “a” results in serious injury to the officer the person is guilty

of an aggravated misdemeanor.
e. If a violation of paragraph “a” occurs and the person knowingly or intentionally causes

bodily injury to the officer the person is guilty of an aggravated misdemeanor.
f. If a violation of paragraph “a” occurs and the person knowingly or intentionally causes

serious injury to the officer the person is guilty of a class “D” felony.
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