
1 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, §256.176

256.176 Commission created.
1. There is hereby created within the higher education division of the department a

commission to be known as the “College Student Aid Commission” of the state of Iowa.
2. Membership of the commission shall be as follows:
a. Amember of the state board of regents to be named by the state board of regents, or the

executive director of the state board of regents if so appointed by the state board of regents,
who shall serve for a four-year term or until the expiration of the member’s term of office,
and who shall serve as an ex officio, nonvoting member.
b. The director of the department or the director’s designee.
c. (1) Two members of the senate, one to be appointed by the president of the senate and

one to be appointed by the minority leader of the senate, to serve as ex officio, nonvoting
members.
(2) Two members of the house of representatives, one to be appointed by the speaker of

the house of representatives and one to be appointed by the minority leader of the house of
representatives, to serve as ex officio, nonvoting members.
(3) The members of the senate and house of representatives shall serve at the pleasure of

the appointing legislator for a term beginning upon the convening of the general assembly
and expiring upon the convening of the following general assembly, or when the appointee’s
successor is appointed, whichever occurs later.
d. Seven additional members to be appointed by the governor as follows:
(1) At least one member shall be enrolled as a student at an institution of higher learning

governed by the board of regents, a community college, or an accredited private institution.
(2) At least one member shall be a parent of a student enrolled at an institution of higher

learning governed by the board of regents, a community college, or an accredited private
institution.
(3) At least one member shall have knowledge and experience in financial or fiduciary

matters.
e. One member to represent private colleges and universities located in the state of Iowa,

who shall be selected by an organization or association of some or all private colleges and
universities located in the state of Iowa, and who shall serve as an ex officio, nonvoting
member.
f. One member to represent Iowa’s community colleges, who shall be selected by an

organization or association of Iowa community colleges, and who shall serve as an ex officio,
nonvoting member.
3. Themembers of the commission appointed by the governor shall serve for a term of four

years. The voting members of the commission shall elect a chairperson and vice chairperson.
Meetings may be called by the chairperson or a majority of the voting members.
4. a. Vacancies on the commission shall be filled for the unexpired term of such vacancies,

if applicable, in the same manner as the original appointment.
b. A vacancy shall exist on the commission when a legislative member of the commission

ceases to be a member of the general assembly, when a parent member no longer has a child
enrolled in postsecondary education, or when a student member ceases to be enrolled as a
student. Such vacancy shall be filled within thirty days.
5. The director shall appoint an executive director of the commission. The director shall

set the salary of the executive director.
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Subsection 5 applies to individuals appointed as the executive director of the college student aid commission before, on, or after July 1,
2023; 2023 Acts, ch 19, §2643
Subsection 2, paragraphs a and d amended
Subsection 2, NEW paragraphs e and f
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