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441.41 Legal counsel — special counsel.
1. In the case of cities having an assessor, the city legal department shall represent the

assessor and board of review in all litigation dealingwith assessments. In the case of counties,
the county attorney shall represent the assessor and board of review in all litigation dealing
with assessments. Any taxing district interested in the taxes received from such assessments
may be represented by an attorney and shall be required to appear by attorney upon written
request of the assessor to the presiding officer of any such taxing district. Subject to review
and prior approval by either the city legal department in the case of a city or the county
attorney in the case of a county, the conference board may employ special counsel to assist
the city legal department or county attorney as the case may be.
2. a. Upon the employment of special counsel described in subsection 1, the assessor shall

provide a report to the department of revenue relating to the special counsel including but
not limited to the following:
(1) The date the employment started.
(2) Justification for the employment.
(3) The name and hourly rate of the special counsel.
(4) Any other information the department may require.
b. An assessor shall report annually to the director of revenue on the cost of litigation

for all matters dealing with assessments in which special counsel assisted the city legal
department or county attorney as described in subsection 1.
c. The director of revenue shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A to administer this

section.
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