
1 CITY ELECTIONS, §376.7

376.7 Date of primary.
1. If a primary election is necessary, it shall be held on the Tuesday four weeks before the

date of the regular city election. For each office on the ballot, a voter shall only vote for the
number of persons to be elected to that office at the regular city election. The county board
of supervisors shall publicly canvass the tally lists of the vote cast in the primary election,
following the procedures prescribed in section 50.24, at a meeting to be held on the second
day following the primary election, and beginning no earlier than 1:00 p.m. on that day.
2. The names of those candidates who receive the highest number of votes for each office

on the primary election ballot, to the extent of twice the number of unfilled positions, must
be placed on the ballot for the regular city election as candidates for that office.
3. If the city holding a primary election is located in more than one county, the controlling

commissioner for that city under section 47.2, subsection 2, shall conduct a second canvass
on the first Monday or Tuesday after the day of the election. However, if a recount is
requested pursuant to section 50.48, the controlling commissioner shall conduct the second
canvass within two business days after the conclusion of the recount proceeding. Each
commissioner conducting a canvass for the city pursuant to section 50.24, subsection 1,
shall transmit abstracts for the offices of that city to the controlling commissioner for that
city, along with individual tallies for each write-in candidate. At the second canvass, the
county board of supervisors of the county of the controlling commissioner shall canvass the
abstracts received pursuant to this subsection and shall prepare a combined city abstract
stating the number of votes cast in the city for each office. The combined city abstract
shall further indicate the name of each person who received votes for each office on the
ballot, and the number of votes each person received for that office. The votes of all write-in
candidates who each received less than five percent of the total votes cast in the city for an
office shall be reported collectively under the heading “scattering”.
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