
1 SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION, §161A.51

161A.51 Entering on land.
The commissioners and their authorized agents or employees may enter upon any private

or public property, except private dwellings, at any reasonable time to classify land by soil
sampling or other appropriate methods or to determine whether soil erosion is occurring on
the property in violation of the district’s regulations.
1. If the owner or occupant of any property refuses admittance, or if prior to such refusal

the commissioners demonstrate the need for a warrant, the commissioners may make an
application under oath or affirmation to the district court of the county in which the property
is located for the issuance of a search warrant.
2. In the application the commissioners shall state that entry on the premises is mandated

by the laws of this state or that entry is needed to conduct soil sampling necessary to classify
soil in the district as specified in section 161A.44, subsection 1, or to determine whether soil
erosion is occurring on the property in violation of the district’s regulations. The application
shall describe the area or premises, give the date of the last known investigation or sampling,
give the date and time of the proposed inspection, declare the need for such inspection,
recite that notice of desire to make an inspection has been given to affected persons and
that admission was refused if that be the fact, and state that the inspection has no purpose
other than to carry out the purpose of the statute, ordinance or regulation pursuant to which
the inspection is to be made.
3. The court may issue a search warrant, after examination of the applicant and any

witnesses, if the court is satisfied that there is probable cause to believe the existence of the
allegations in the application.
4. In soil sampling and making investigations pursuant to a warrant, the commissioners

must execute the warrant in a reasonable manner within the time period specified in the
warrant.
[C73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §467A.51]
C93, §161A.51
Referred to in §161A.48, 161A.74
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