
1 ASSAULT, §708.7

708.7 Harassment.
1. a. A person commits harassment when, with intent to intimidate, annoy, or alarm

another person, the person does any of the following:
(1) Communicates with another by telephone, telegraph, writing, or via electronic

communication without legitimate purpose and in a manner likely to cause the other person
annoyance or harm.
(2) Places a simulated explosive or simulated incendiary device in or near a building,

vehicle, airplane, railroad engine or railroad car, or boat occupied by another person.
(3) Orders merchandise or services in the name of another, or to be delivered to another,

without the other person’s knowledge or consent.
(4) Reports or causes to be reported false information to a law enforcement authority

implicating another in some criminal activity, knowing that the information is false, or reports
the alleged occurrence of a criminal act, knowing the act did not occur.
b. A person commits harassment when the person, purposefully and without legitimate

purpose, has personal contact with another person, with the intent to threaten, intimidate,
or alarm that other person. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires,
“personal contact”means an encounter in which two or more people are in visual or physical
proximity to each other. “Personal contact” does not require a physical touching or oral
communication, although it may include these types of contacts.
2. a. A person commits harassment in the first degree when the person commits

harassment involving a threat to commit a forcible felony, or commits harassment and has
previously been convicted of harassment three or more times under this section or any
similar statute during the preceding ten years.
b. Harassment in the first degree is an aggravated misdemeanor.
3. a. A person commits harassment in the second degree when the person commits

harassment involving a threat to commit bodily injury, or commits harassment and has
previously been convicted of harassment two times under this section or any similar statute
during the preceding ten years.
b. Harassment in the second degree is a serious misdemeanor.
4. a. Any other act of harassment is harassment in the third degree.
b. Harassment in the third degree is a simple misdemeanor.
5. For purposes of determining whether or not the person should register as a sex offender

pursuant to the provisions of chapter 692A, the fact finder shall make a determination as
provided in section 692A.126.
[C71, 73, 75, 77, §714.37, 714.42; C79, 81, §708.7; 82 Acts, ch 1209, §19]
83 Acts, ch 96, §157, 159; 86 Acts, ch 1238, §28; 87 Acts, ch 13, §4; 89 Acts, ch 226, §1; 94

Acts, ch 1093, §3; 2000 Acts, ch 1132, §3; 2009 Acts, ch 119, §53
Referred to in §664A.2, §692A.102, §692A.126, §720.7
Harassment with intent to interfere with official judicial acts, see §720.7
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