468.186 Easements through a drainage district.

As used in this section, “person” shall mean any individual or group of individuals,
corporation, firm, company, or association, except a railroad company.

1. When any person proposes to construct a pipeline, electric transmission line,
communication line, underground service line, or other similar installations on, over, across,
or beneath the right of way of any drainage or levee district, such person shall, before
beginning construction, obtain from the drainage or levee district an easement to cross
the district’s right of way. The governing body of the district shall require such person to
agree to comply with subsection 3 of this section and may, as a condition of granting such
easement, attach thereto such additional conditions as they deem necessary. When the
necessary easement has been obtained, such person shall construct the installation at the
person’s own expense and shall pay all costs of any reconstruction, relocation, modification,
or reinstallation of the drainage or levee district’s facility which may be necessary as a result
of construction of the installation for which the easement was granted.

2. After construction of the installation has been completed in accordance with all
conditions under which the easement is granted, the drainage or levee district shall maintain
its facility at its own expense, and the person who constructed the installation, or the
person’s successors in interest, shall maintain the installation at the person’s or successor’s
own expense. If the drainage or levee district subsequently undertakes any maintenance,
improvement, or reconstruction of its facility which requires the modification, relocation,
or reconstruction of the installation, the expense of such modification, relocation, or
reconstruction shall be borne by the person who constructed the installation or the person’s
successors in interest.

3. When the construction of a public highway, or any installation for which an easement
has been obtained under subsection 1 of this section, on, over, across, or beneath the right of
way of any drainage or levee district disturbs or requires replacement of any portion of a tile
drain less than twenty inches in diameter, and a portion of such drain will remain wholly or
partially exposed after the construction project has been completed, the portion which is to
remain exposed and not less than three feet of such drain immediately on either side of the
portion which is to remain exposed, shall be replaced either with steel pipe of not less than
sixteen gauge or polyvinyl chloride pipe conforming to current industry standards regarding
diameter and wall thickness.

[C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §455.199]
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