
376.2 Terms.

Terms of city officers begin and end at noon on the first day in January which is not a Sunday or legal
holiday, following a regular city election.

Except as otherwise provided by state law or the city charter, terms for elective offices are two years.
However, the term of an elective office may be changed to two or four years by petition and election. Upon
receipt of a valid petition as defined in section 362.4, requesting that the term of an elective office be
changed, the council shall submit the question at a special city election to be held within sixty days after the
petition is received. The special election shall be held more than ninety days before the regular city election if
the change shall go into effect at the next regular city election. If a majority of the persons voting at the
special election approves the changed term, it becomes effective at the beginning of the term following the
next regular city election. If a majority does not approve the changed term, the council shall not submit the
same proposal to the voters within the next four years.

At the first regular city election after the terms of council members are changed to four years, terms shall be
staggered as follows:

1. If an even number of council members are elected at large, the half of the elected council members who
receive the highest number of votes are elected for four-year terms. The remainder are elected for two-year
terms.

2. If an odd number of council members are elected at large, the majority of the elected council members
who receive the highest number of votes are elected for four-year terms. The remainder are elected for
two-year terms.

3. In case of a tie the mayor and clerk shall determine by lot which council members are elected for four-year
terms.

4. If the council members are elected from wards, the council members elected from the odd-numbered wards
are elected for four-year terms and the council members elected from even-numbered wards are elected for
two-year terms.

After July 1, 1986, a petition submitted under this section to change the term of council members from two to
four years shall specify if the terms are to be staggered or run concurrently. If the petition provides for
concurrent terms and the changed term is approved by the voters, unnumbered paragraph 3 of this section
shall not apply and the terms shall be concurrent. If valid petitions for staggered and concurrent terms are
submitted, the first filed shall govern.
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