
103A.8 Standards.

The state building code shall as far as practical:

1. Provide uniform standards and requirements for construction, construction materials, and equipment
through the adoption by reference of applicable national codes where appropriate and providing exceptions
when necessary. The rules adopted shall include provisions imposing requirements reasonably consistent
with or identical to recognized and accepted standards contained in performance criteria.

2. Establish such standards and requirements in terms of performance objectives.

3. Establish as the test of acceptability, adequate performance for the intended use.

4. Permit the use of modern technical methods, devices, and improvements which tend to reduce the cost of
construction without substantially affecting reasonable requirements for the health, safety, and welfare of the
occupants or users of buildings and structures.

5. Encourage the standardization of construction practices, methods, equipment, material, and techniques.

6. Eliminate restrictive, obsolete, conflicting, and unnecessary regulations and requirements which tend to
unnecessarily increase construction costs or retard unnecessarily the use of new materials, or provide
unwarranted preferential treatment to types or classes of materials or products or methods of construction.

7. Limit the application of thermal efficiency standards for energy conservation to new construction which
will incorporate a heating or cooling system. Air exchange fans designed to provide ventilation shall not be
considered a cooling system. The commissioner shall exempt any new construction from thermal efficiency
standards for energy conservation if the commissioner determines that the standards are unreasonable as they
apply to a particular building or class of buildings including farm buildings for livestock use. Lighting
efficiency standards shall recognize variations in lighting intensities required for the various tasks performed
within the building. The commissioner shall consult with the department of natural resources regarding
standards for energy conservation prior to the adoption of the standards. However, the standards shall be
consistent with section 103A.8A.

8. Facilitate the development and use of solar energy.
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