
648.5 Jurisdiction  hearing  personal service.

The court within the county shall have jurisdiction of actions for forcible entry and detainer. They shall be
tried as equitable actions. Unless commenced as a small claim, a petition shall be presented to a district court
judge. Upon receipt of the petition, the court shall order a hearing which shall not be later than seven days
from the date of the order. Personal service shall be made upon the defendant not less than three days prior to
the hearing. In the event that personal service cannot be completed in time to give the defendant the
minimum notice required by this section, the court may set a new hearing date. A default cannot be made
upon a defendant unless the three days' notice has been given.
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