
364.17 City housing codes.

1. A city with a population of fifteen thousand or more may adopt by ordinance the latest version of one of
the following housing codes before January 1, 1981:

a. The uniform housing code promulgated by the international conference of building officials.

b. The housing code promulgated by the American public health association.

c. The basic housing code promulgated by the building officials conference of America.

d. The standard housing code promulgated by the southern building code congress international.

e. Housing quality standards promulgated by the United States department of housing and urban development
for use in assisted housing programs.

2. Every city with a population of fifteen thousand or more which has not adopted another housing code
under this section by January 1, 1981, is subject to and shall be considered to have adopted the uniform
housing code promulgated by the International Conference of Building Officials, as amended to January 1,
1980. A city which reaches a population of fifteen thousand, as determined after July 1, 1980, has six months
after such determination to comply with this section.

3. A city which adopts or is subject to a housing code under this section shall adopt enforcement procedures,
which shall include a program for regular rental inspections, rental inspections upon receipt of complaints,
and certification of inspected rental housing, and may include but are not limited to the following:

a. A schedule of civil penalties or criminal fines for violations.

b. Authority for the issuance of orders requiring violations to be corrected within a reasonable time.

c. Authority for the issuance of citations pursuant to sections 805.1 to 805.5 upon a failure to satisfactorily
remedy a violation.

d. Authority, if other methods have failed, for an officer to contract to have work done as necessary to
remedy a violation, the cost of which shall be assessed to the violator and constitute a lien on the property
until paid.

e. An escrow system for the deposit of rent which will be applied to the costs of correcting violations.

f. Mediation of disputes based upon alleged violations.

g. Injunctive procedures.

The enforcement procedures shall be designed to improve housing conditions rather than to displace persons
from their homes.

h. Authority by ordinance to provide that no rent shall be recoverable by the owner or lessee of any dwelling
which does not comply with the housing code adopted by the city until such time as the dwelling does
comply with the housing code adopted by the city.

4. A city which is subject to the uniform housing code or which adopts another housing code under this
section may provide reasonable variances for existing structures which cannot practicably meet the standards
in the code but are not unsafe for habitation.



5. Cities may establish reasonable fees for inspection and enforcement procedures.

6. Cities with populations of less than fifteen thousand may comply with this section.

7. A city may adopt housing code provisions which are more stringent than those in the model housing code
it adopts or to which it is subject under this section.
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