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NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION[571]
Notice of Intended Action
Proposing rulemaking related to rough fish 
and providing an opportunity for public comment
    The Natural Resource Commission (Commission) hereby proposes to rescind Chapter 83, “Scuba and Skin Spearing of Rough Fish,” Iowa Administrative Code, and to adopt a new Chapter 83 with the same title.
Legal Authority for Rulemaking
    This rulemaking is proposed under the authority provided in Iowa Code sections 481A.38, 481A.39 and 481A.67.
State or Federal Law Implemented
    This rulemaking implements, in whole or in part, Iowa Code sections 481A.38, 481A.39, 482.1, 482.3, 482.5 and 482.14.
Purpose and Summary
    Proposed Chapter 83 authorizes the taking of rough fish by scuba and skin divers. The chapter contains provisions designating off-limits areas and allowable and not-allowable gear and requiring the use of a diver’s flag. These requirements are to ensure public and diver safety. The Iowa Code requires that these activities be authorized via rulemaking, so this chapter is necessary for these recreational activities to be lawful in Iowa. This chapter has been reviewed and edited consistent with Executive Order 10.
Regulatory Analysis
    A Regulatory Analysis for this rulemaking was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on September 3, 2025. A public hearing was held on the following date(s): 
     ●   September 24, 2025
Fiscal Impact
     This rulemaking has no fiscal impact to the State of Iowa. 
Jobs Impact
    After analysis and review of this rulemaking, no impact on jobs has been found.
Waivers
    This rulemaking is subject to the waiver provisions of 571—Chapter 11. Any person who believes that the application of the discretionary provisions of this rulemaking would result in hardship or injustice to that person may petition the Commission for a waiver of the discretionary provisions, if any. 
Public Comment
    Any interested person may submit comments concerning this proposed rulemaking, which must be received by the Department of Natural Resources (Department) no later than 4:30 p.m. on February 4, 2026. Comments should be directed to: 
	Randall Schultz 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources
6200 Park Avenue, Suite 200
Des Moines, Iowa 50321 
Email: randy.schultz@dnr.iowa.gov


    Free language assistance: If you speak a non-English language, the Department offers language assistance services free of charge. Contact the Department at randy.schultz@dnr.iowa.gov.
    Servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística: Si habla un idioma que no sea el inglés, los servicios de asistencia lingüística están disponibles de forma gratuita. Comuníquese con el Departamento al randy.schultz@dnr.iowa.gov.
Public Hearing
     Public hearings at which persons may present their views orally will be held as follows: 
	 January 28, 2026
 12 noon to 1 p.m. 
	Via videoconference

	 February 4, 2026
 12 noon to 1 p.m. 
	Via videoconference


    Persons who wish to attend a conference call should contact Randall Schultz via email. A conference call number will be provided prior to the hearing. Persons who wish to make oral comments at a conference call public hearing must submit a request to Randall Schultz prior to the hearing to facilitate an orderly hearing.
    Persons who wish to make oral comments at a public hearing will be asked to state their names for the record and to confine their remarks to the subject of this proposed rulemaking.
    Any persons who intend to attend a hearing and have special requirements, such as those related to hearing or mobility impairments, should contact the Department and advise of specific needs.
    Free language assistance: If you need assistance in a language other than English, contact the Department at randy.schultz@dnr.iowa.gov or civilrights@dnr.iowa.gov or by telephone at 515.326.0430 at least seven days before the event.
    Asistencia lingüística gratuita: Si necesita ayuda en un idioma que no sea inglés, comuníquese con el Departamento al randy.schultz@dnr.iowa.gov o civilrights@dnr.iowa.gov o por teléfono a 515.326.0430 al menos siete días antes del evento.
Review by Administrative Rules Review Committee
    The Administrative Rules Review Committee, a bipartisan legislative committee which oversees rulemaking by executive branch agencies, may, on its own motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this rulemaking at its regular monthly meeting or at a special meeting. The Committee’s meetings are open to the public, and interested persons may be heard as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.8(6).
    The following rulemaking action is proposed:
    ITEM 1.  Rescind 571—Chapter 83 and adopt the following new chapter in lieu thereof:
CHAPTER 83
SCUBA AND SKIN SPEARING OF ROUGH FISH
571—83.1(481A) When permitted. The spearing of rough fish by scuba and skin divers will be permitted in accordance with the following seasons and rules.
571—83.2(481A) Prohibited areas. Scuba and skin spearing for rough fish shall be lawful in all natural lakes and state-owned meandered streams in Iowa year-round.
    83.2(1) Scuba and skin spearing shall be permitted in streams or impoundments on private land where access is permitted by owner or lessee.
    83.2(2) Scuba and skin spearing is prohibited in all state-owned artificial lakes.
    83.2(3) Scuba and skin spearing is prohibited in all state-owned strip mines, county conservation board areas and fish and game management areas where posted as such.
    83.2(4) Scuba and skin spearing is prohibited within 100 feet of any swimming beach area.
    83.2(5) A valid fishing license shall be required of all individuals engaged in scuba and skin spearing unless the individual is exempt under the provisions of Iowa Code section 483A.17.
571—83.3(481A) Permitted equipment. Permitted equipment to be used in scuba and skin spearing shall be:
    1.   Hand and pole spears.
    2.   Spear guns powered by rubber bands, springs, or pneumatically powered springs.
    3.   If used on powered spear guns, attached to the gun by a cord lanyard or other device.
The overall length of spear gun and cord shall not exceed 20 feet.
571—83.4(481A) Prohibited equipment. 
    1.   No power or exploding spear heads will be permitted.
    2.   No guns powered by gunpowder explosive or explosives or compressed gas will be permitted.

571—83.5(481A) Diver’s flag. The “International Diver’s Flag” shall be displayed by each diver or group of divers on a buoy, float or boat during any underwater spear fishing activity. The diver or group of divers must stay within a 100-foot circle of the flag.
571—83.6(481A) Employees exempt. Underwater scuba and skin spearing regulations shall not apply to authorized agents of the department of natural resources when engaged in research or management studies or enforcement.
These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 481A.38, 481A.39, and 481A.67.
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