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Adopted and Filed

Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code section 356.36, the Iowa Department of Corrections hereby
adopts amendments to Chapter 50, “Jail Facilities,” and Chapter 51, “Temporary Holding Facilities,”
Iowa Administrative Code.

The purposes of the amendments to Chapter 50 are to provide better protection to jail staff and
prisoners by permitting the sheriff discretion to determine if electronic control devices can be carried
by staff in the jail; to correct a cross reference and to move text to the correct location in the chapter; and
to comply with a newly enacted law requiring verification of veteran status of newly admitted prisoners.

The purposes of the amendments to Chapter 51 are to develop consistency between Chapters 50 and
51; to provide better protection to staff and detainees by permitting the facility administrator discretion
to determine if electronic control devices can be carried by staff; to address installation of mirrors
in facilities; to ensure that adequate meals are served; to comply with a newly enacted law requiring
verification of veteran status of newly admitted detainees; and to require annual staff training on suicide
prevention.

Notice of Intended Action was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on April 6, 2011, as
ARC 9442B. A public hearing was held on April 26, 2011, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the First Floor
Conference Room of the Department of Corrections. One person attended the public hearing, and no
other oral or written testimony was received. One minor, nonsubstantive change has been made in
response to public comment. The definition of “weapons” in Items 1 and 6 has been revised by striking
the word “primary” and, consequently, changing “a” to “an.” The definition now reads as follows:

“‘Weapons’ means any instrument, excluding restraining devices, chemical control agents and
electronic control devices, with an intended use of self-defense, protection of another, or to gain or
maintain compliance from an individual.”

In addition, a technical change has been made in paragraph 51.13(6)“c” in Item 12 to clarify the
number of items in a series.

These amendments were approved during the June 3, 2011, meeting of the Board of Corrections.
These amendments will become effective on August 3, 2011.
After analysis and review of this rule making, no impact on jobs has been found.
These amendments are intended to implement Iowa Code section 356.36.
The following amendments are proposed.
ITEM 1. Amend rule 201—50.1(356,356A), definition of “Weapons,” as follows:
“Weapons” means any instrument, excluding restraining devices, and chemical control agents and

electronic control devices, with a primary an intended use of self-defense, protection of another, or to
gain or maintain compliance from an individual.

ITEM 2. Amend paragraph 50.4(8)“b” as follows:
b. Adequate storage space for prisoners’ personal clothing and property shall be provided. Space

provided shall be secure, and the prisoner’s name or identification number shall be affixed to the storage
space. Property shall be inventoried and accounted for as provided in Iowa Code section 804.19.

ITEM 3. Adopt the following new paragraph 50.13(1)“h”:
h. Jail personnel shall ask each prisoner within 24 hours of the prisoner’s incarceration if the

prisoner is a military veteran. If so, jail personnel shall advise the prisoner that the prisoner may be
entitled to a visit from a veteran service officer to determine if veteran services are required or available
and, within 72 hours, shall provide the prisoner with contact information for the county commission of
veteran affairs and provide the prisoner the opportunity to contact the county commission of veteran
affairs to schedule a visit from a veteran service officer.
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ITEM 4. Amend subparagraph 50.13(2)“c”(1) as follows:
(1) All prisoners and property entering or leaving the jail shall be thoroughly searched; searches

of persons charged with a simple misdemeanor shall follow provisions of Iowa Code section 804.30.
Property taken from prisoners shall be inventoried and accounted for pursuant to Iowa Code section
804.19. The prisoner’s name or identification number shall be affixed to the property or storage space.
Receipts shall be made for property taken from prisoners at the time of admission and returned to
prisoners at the time of release.

ITEM 5. Amend subrule 50.14(2) as follows:
50.14(2) Clothing, bedding, and hygiene items. Prisoners held in excess of 24 hours shall be

provided sanitary bedding and linens, sufficient to ensure comfort under existing temperature conditions.
These items may be withheld by the jail administrator if deemed necessary pursuant to subrule 50.21(6)
50.21(5). A standard issue shall include:

a. to d. No change.
ITEM 6. Amend rule 201—51.1(356,356A), definition of “Weapon,” as follows:
“Weapon Weapons” means any instrument, excluding restraining devices, chemical control agents

and electronic control devices, with a primary an intended use of self-defense, or protection of another,
or to gain or maintain compliance from an individual. See paragraph 51.11(2)“b.”

ITEM 7. Adopt the following new subrule 51.4(11):
51.4(11) Mirrors. Mirrors within detention areas shall be of tamper-resistant construction and

securely fixed in place.
ITEM 8. Adopt the following new paragraph 51.11(1)“h”:
h. Temporary holding facility personnel shall ask each detainee within 24 hours of the detainee’s

incarceration if the detainee is a military veteran. If so, facility personnel shall advise the detainee that
the detainee may be entitled to a visit from a veteran service officer to determine if veteran services
are required or available and, within 72 hours, shall provide the detainee with contact information for
the county commission of veteran affairs and provide the detainee the opportunity to contact the county
commission of veteran affairs to schedule a visit from a veteran service officer.

ITEM 9. Amend paragraph 51.11(2)“a,” introductory paragraph, as follows:
a. Supervision of detainees. The facility administrator shall develop and implement written

policies and procedures for the facility which provide for the control of detainees and for the safety of
the public and the facility staff. The policy and procedures shall include:

ITEM 10. Amend paragraph 51.11(2)“b” as follows:
b. Weapons. Except in an emergency situation, no firearms weapons shall be allowed in an area

occupied by detainees.
ITEM 11. Amend subparagraph 51.11(2)“g”(4) as follows:
(4) The facility administrator shall have written plans for situations that threaten facility security.

Such situations include but are not limited to: bomb threats, riots, hunger strikes, disturbances, hostage
situations, escape attempts, medical emergencies, natural disasters and staff work stoppage. The plan
shall be made availiable available to all applicable personnel and shall be reviewed by facility staff at
least annually and updated as needed.

ITEM 12. Amend paragraph 51.13(6)“c” as follows:
c. As a part of the admission procedure, a medical history intake form shall be completed for each

person admitted to the facility. The intake procedure shall include screening for potential self-injury
or suicide. Facility staff with actual knowledge that there is a substantial risk that a detainee intends
to commit suicide shall take reasonable measures to abate the risk. The facility shall have a written
suicide prevention plan. Essential elements of the plan shall include annual staff training to recognize
the potential for suicide, communication between staff, and appropriate housing, and intervention
procedures.
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ITEM 13. Adopt the following new subrule 51.19(14):
51.19(14) Menu records. This record shall include letters of documentation issued by a qualified

dietitian.

[Filed 6/8/11, effective 8/3/11]
[Published 6/29/11]

EDITOR’S NOTE: For replacement pages for IAC, see IAC Supplement 6/29/11.
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