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ARC 9154C
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL EXAMINING BOARD[193D]
Adopted and Filed
Rulemaking related to description of organization
    The Landscape Architectural Examining Board hereby rescinds Chapter 1, “Description of Organization,” Iowa Administrative Code, and adopts a new chapter with the same title.
Legal Authority for Rulemaking
    This rulemaking is adopted under the authority provided in Iowa Code chapter 17A and section 544B.5 and Executive Order 10.
State or Federal Law Implemented
    This rulemaking implements, in whole or in part, Executive Order 10.
Purpose and Summary
    This rulemaking adopts Chapter 1 in accordance with the goals and directives of Executive Order 10. Iowa Code section 544B.5 provides that rulemaking authority. The rulemaking implements the aforementioned Iowa Code section by establishing relevant information on the practice of landscape architecture, requirements prior to licensure, and requirements after licensure and ensuring licensees are held to a higher standard to protect the public from harm. This chapter articulates practice standards and provides a scope of practice for the profession. The chapter was approved by the Board on February 26, 2025.
Public Comment and Changes to Rulemaking
    Notice of Intended Action for this rulemaking was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on January 22, 2025, as ARC 8764C. Public hearings were held on the following date(s): 
     ●   February 13, 2025
     ●   February 14, 2025
    No one attended the public hearings. No public comments were received. No changes from the Notice have been made.
Adoption of Rulemaking
    This rulemaking was adopted by the Board on February 26, 2025.
Fiscal Impact
     This rulemaking has no fiscal impact to the State of Iowa. 
Jobs Impact
    After analysis and review of this rulemaking, no impact on jobs has been found.
Waivers
    Any person who believes that the application of the discretionary provisions of this rulemaking would result in hardship or injustice to that person may petition the Board for a waiver of the discretionary provisions, if any, pursuant to 481—Chapter 6.
Review by Administrative Rules Review Committee
    The Administrative Rules Review Committee, a bipartisan legislative committee which oversees rulemaking by executive branch agencies, may, on its own motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this rulemaking at its regular monthly meeting or at a special meeting. The Committee’s meetings are open to the public, and interested persons may be heard as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.8(6).
Effective Date
    This rulemaking will become effective on June 4, 2025.
    The following rulemaking action is adopted:
    ITEM 1.  Rescind 193D—Chapter 1 and adopt the following new chapter in lieu thereof:
CHAPTER 1
DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATION
193D—1.1(544B,17A) Definitions. As used in these rules, the following definitions of words and terms shall apply:
    “Board” means the landscape architectural examining board.
    “CLARB” means the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards.
    “Evidence” means any document or record of any kind of drawings, specifications, photographs, diplomas, licensee statements, published data and certified personal statements as may be required as a part of any action on the part of the board. Each item of evidence shall be clearly marked to ensure positive and certain identification. It is the responsibility of the applicant to satisfy the board as to the sufficiency of the record and the evidence.
    “Inactive” means that a landscape architect is not engaged in Iowa in any practice for which a certificate of licensure is required.
    “Intern landscape architect” means an individual who is not licensed and has a degree in landscape architecture and is employed under the direct supervision of a professional landscape architect. The initials “I.L.A.” should not be used.
    “LARE” means the Landscape Architecture Registration Examination.
    “Practice of landscape architecture” means the performance of professional service or offering to render professional services to clients, including any one or any combination of the professional services defined in Iowa Code section 544B.1(2).
    “Professional landscape architect” means a person who obtains a license and engages in the practice of landscape architecture under the authority of Iowa Code chapter 544B. For the purposes of these rules, a professional landscape architect may be referred to as a landscape architect and may use the initials “P.L.A.”
    “Years of practical experience” means, for each year of practical experience the applicant has worked performing landscape architectural services, a minimum of 2,080 hours per year.
193D—1.2(544B,17A) Organization and duties. The board consists of five licensed professional landscape architects and two members who are not licensed professional landscape architects and who represent the general public.
    1.2(1) Qualifications of professional landscape architect board members. Four of the five professional members will be actively engaged in the practice of landscape architecture or the teaching of landscape architecture in an accredited college or university and shall have been so engaged for five years preceding appointment, the last two of which shall have been in Iowa. One of the five professional members will be actively engaged in the practice of landscape architecture or the teaching of landscape architecture in an accredited college or university and may have been so engaged for fewer than five years preceding.
    1.2(2) Election of chairperson and vice chairperson. The board elects annually from its members a chairperson and a vice chairperson. A quorum of the board will be four members, and all final motions and actions must receive a vote by a majority of the members of the board.
    1.2(3) Duties of board. The board enforces the provisions of Iowa Code chapter 544B and makes rules for the examination of applications for licensure. The board keeps records of its proceedings. The board adopts an official seal that is affixed to all certificates of licensure granted. The board makes other rules, not inconsistent with law, as necessary for the proper performance of its duties. The board maintains a roster showing the name, place of business, residence, and date and number of the certificate of licensure of every professional landscape architect in the state.
    1.2(4) Duties of chairperson. The chairperson will, when present, preside at meetings, appoint committees, and perform all duties and powers of the chairperson.
    1.2(5) Duties of vice chairperson. The vice chairperson will, in the absence or incapacity of the chairperson, exercise the duties and powers of the chairperson.
193D—1.3(544B,17A) Meetings. Calls for meetings are issued in accordance with Iowa Code section 21.4.
193D—1.4(544B,17A) Order of business. The board executive will prepare an agenda listing all matters to be discussed at meetings. A copy of this agenda will be available to each member of the board.
193D—1.5(17A) Interim waivers. In addition to the provisions of 481—Chapter 6, the following will apply for interim rulings:
    1.5(1) The board chairperson, or vice chairperson if the chairperson is not available, may rule on a petition for waiver when it would not be timely to wait for the next regularly scheduled board meeting for a ruling from the board.
    1.5(2) The board administrator, upon receipt of a petition that meets all applicable criteria established in 481—Chapter 6, will present the request to the board chairperson or vice chairperson along with all pertinent information regarding established precedent for granting or denying such requests.
    1.5(3) The chairperson or vice chairperson will reserve the right to hold an electronic meeting of the board when prior board precedent does not clearly resolve the request, input of the board is deemed required and the practical result of waiting until the next regularly scheduled meeting would be a denial of the request due to timing issues.
    1.5(4) A waiver report will be placed on the agenda of the next regularly scheduled board meeting and recorded in the minutes of the meeting.
    1.5(5) This rule on interim rulings does not apply if the waiver was filed in a contested case.
These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 544B.3, 544B.5, and 544B.15.
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