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Notice of Intended Action

Proposing rulemaking related to the plumbing and mechanical systems board and providing
an opportunity for public comment

The Department of Inspections, Appeals, and Licensing hereby proposes to rescind Chapter
27, “Plumbing and Mechanical Systems Board—Administrative and Regulatory Authority,” Iowa
Administrative Code, and to adopt a new chapter with the same title.

Legal Authority for Rulemaking

This rulemaking is proposed under the authority provided in Iowa Code section 105.4.

State or Federal Law Implemented

This rulemaking implements, in whole or in part, Iowa Code chapters 17A, 21 and 105.

Purpose and Summary

This rulemaking proposes repromulgation of Chapter 27 and implements Iowa Code chapter 105 in
accordance with the goals of Executive Order 10 (January 10, 2023). The rulemaking sets forth the
purpose of the Plumbing and Mechanical Systems Board (Board), which is to administer and enforce
Iowa Code chapters 105 and 17A. The rulemaking outlines the organizational structure of the Board,
when the Board meets, and how it conducts its business. The rulemaking outlines how to communicate
with the Board and when licensees must notify the Board of address changes. This is important to the
industry and the public because it provides transparency as to who is on the Board and how and when
the Board conducts business.

No public comments were received on the published Regulatory Analysis for this chapter (IAB
11/1/23). Accordingly, no changes have been made to the proposed chapter from the Regulatory
Analysis.

Fiscal Impact

This rulemaking has no fiscal impact to the State of Iowa in an amount requiring a fiscal impact
statement pursuant to Iowa Code section 17A.4(4).

Jobs Impact

After analysis and review of this rulemaking, no impact on jobs has been found.

Waivers

Any person who believes that the application of the discretionary provisions of this rulemaking would
result in hardship or injustice to that person may petition the Department for a waiver of the discretionary
provisions, if any, pursuant to 481—Chapter 6.

Public Comment

Any interested person may submit written comments concerning this proposed rulemaking. Written
comments in response to this rulemaking must be received by the Department no later than 4:30 p.m. on
January 31, 2024. Comments should be directed to:
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Ashleigh Hackel
Iowa Department of Inspections, Appeals, and Licensing
6200 Park Avenue
Des Moines, Iowa 50321
Email: ashleigh.hackel@dia.iowa.gov

Public Hearing

Public hearings at which persons may present their views orally or in writing will be held as follows:

January 30, 2024
9:20 a.m.

6200 Park Avenue
Des Moines, Iowa

January 31, 2024
9:20 a.m.

6200 Park Avenue
Des Moines, Iowa

Persons who wish to make oral comments at a public hearing may be asked to state their names for
the record and to confine their remarks to the subject of this proposed rulemaking.

Any persons who intend to attend a public hearing and have special requirements, such as those related
to hearing or mobility impairments, should contact the Department and advise of specific needs.

Review by Administrative Rules Review Committee

The Administrative Rules Review Committee, a bipartisan legislative committee which oversees
rulemaking by executive branch agencies, may, on its ownmotion or on written request by any individual
or group, review this rulemaking at its regular monthly meeting or at a special meeting. The Committee’s
meetings are open to the public, and interested persons may be heard as provided in Iowa Code section
17A.8(6).

The following rulemaking action is proposed:
ITEM 1. Rescind 641—Chapter 27 and adopt the following new chapter in lieu thereof:

CHAPTER 27
PLUMBING AND MECHANICAL SYSTEMS BOARD—ADMINISTRATIVE AND

REGULATORY AUTHORITY

641—27.1(17A,105) Definitions. The definitions set forth in Iowa Code section 105.2 are incorporated
herein by reference. For purposes of this chapter, the following definitions also apply:

“Board office” means the office of the administrative staff.
“Disciplinary proceeding”means any proceeding under the authority of the board pursuant to which

licensee discipline may be imposed.
“License” means a license to operate as a contractor or work in the plumbing, mechanical,

HVAC-refrigeration, sheet metal, or hydronic disciplines or work as a certified medical gas system
installer or work in the specialty license disciplines developed by the board.

“Licensee” means a person or entity licensed to operate as a contractor or work in the plumbing,
mechanical, HVAC-refrigeration, sheet metal, or hydronic disciplines or work as a certified medical gas
system installer or work in the specialty license disciplines developed by the board.

641—27.2(17A,105) Purpose of board. The purpose of the board is to administer and enforce the
provisions of Iowa Code chapters 17A and 105 with regard to the licensing and regulation of plumbers,
mechanical professionals, and contractors. The mission of the board is to protect the public health,
safety and welfare by licensing qualified individuals who provide services to consumers and by fair and
consistent enforcement of the statutes and regulations of the licensure board. Responsibilities include,
but are not limited to:
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27.2(1) Licensing of qualified applicants to operate as a contractor or work in the plumbing,
mechanical, HVAC-refrigeration, sheet metal, or hydronic disciplines or work as a certified medical
gas system installer or work in the specialty license disciplines developed by the board by examination,
renewal, endorsement, and reciprocity.

27.2(2) Developing and administering a program of continuing education to ensure the continued
competency of individuals licensed by the board.

27.2(3) Imposing discipline on licensees as provided by statute or rule.

641—27.3(17A,105) Organization of board and proceedings.
27.3(1) Membership of the board is as provided in Iowa Code section 105.3.
27.3(2) The board will elect a chairperson, vice chairperson, and secretary from its membership at

the first meeting after April 30 of each year.
27.3(3) The board will hold at least four meetings annually.
27.3(4) A majority of the members of the board shall constitute a quorum.
27.3(5) Board meetings shall be governed in accordance with Iowa Code chapter 21, and the board’s

proceedings will be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised.
27.3(6) The department will furnish the board with the necessary facilities and employees to perform

the duties mandated by this chapter but shall be reimbursed for all costs incurred from funds appropriated
to the board and subsequent fees from licensing activities.

27.3(7) The board has the authority to:
a. Develop and implement a program of continuing education to ensure the continued competency

of individuals licensed by the board.
b. Establish fees.
c. Establish committees of the board, the members of which are appointed by the board

chairperson and do not constitute a quorum of the board. The board chairperson appoints committee
chairpersons.

d. Hold a closed session pursuant to Iowa Code section 21.5.
e. Investigate alleged violations of statutes or rules that relate to operation as a contractor; work in

the plumbing, mechanical, HVAC-refrigeration, sheet metal, or hydronic disciplines; work as a certified
medical gas system installer; or work in the specialty license disciplines developed by the board upon
receipt of a complaint or upon the board’s own initiation. The investigation will be based on information
or evidence received by the board.

f. Initiate and impose licensee discipline.
g. Monitor licensees that are limited by a board order.
h. Perform any other functions authorized by a provision of law.

641—27.4(17A,105) Official communications.
27.4(1) All official communications, including submissions and requests, should be addressed to the

Plumbing and Mechanical Systems Board at its current address.
27.4(2) Notice of change of name or address. Each licensee and licensed entity shall notify the board

in writing of a change of name or change of current mailing address within 30 days after the occurrence.

641—27.5(21) Public meetings. Members of the public may be present during board meetings unless
the board votes to hold a closed session. Dates and location of board meetings may be obtained through
the board’s website or directly from the board office.

27.5(1) At every regularly scheduled board meeting, time will be designated for public comment.
During the public comment period, any person may speak for up to two minutes. Any additional time
allowances will be at the discretion of the chairperson or acting chairperson.

27.5(2) Persons who have not asked to address the board during the public comment period may
raise their hands to be recognized by the chairperson. Acknowledgment and an opportunity to speak
will be at the discretion of the chairperson.
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27.5(3) The person presiding at a meeting of the board may exclude a person from an open meeting
for behavior that obstructs the meeting.

27.5(4) Cameras and recording devices may be used at open meetings, provided the cameras or
recording devices do not obstruct the meeting. If the user of a camera or recording device obstructs the
meeting by the use of such device, the person presiding at the meetingmay request the user to discontinue
use of the camera or device.

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code chapters 17A, 21, and 105.
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