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Notice of Intended Action
Twenty-five interested persons, a governmental subdivision, an agency or association of 25 or more persons may demand an oral presentation hereon as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.4(1)“b.”
Notice is also given to the public that the Administrative Rules Review Committee may, on its own motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this proposed action under section 17A.8(6) at a regular or special meeting where the public or interested persons may be heard.
Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code section 256I.4(9), the Early Childhood Iowa State Board hereby gives Notice of Intended Action to amend Chapter 1, “Early Childhood Iowa Initiative,” Iowa Administrative Code.
The Early Childhood Iowa Initiative was established by the General Assembly to create a partnership between communities and state-level partners to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of early care, education, health, and human services to support children prenatal through age five and their families.
The proposed amendments to Chapter 1 update the rules to comply with 2016 Iowa Acts, chapter 1113. These amendments include updates to the definitions and references to the levels of excellence designation and removal of outdated language.
No waiver provision is included because the Early Childhood Iowa State Board has adopted a waiver policy for the initiative.
Any interested person may make written comments or suggestions on the proposed amendments on or before May 2, 2017. Such written comments should be directed to Shanell Wagler, Department of Management, Capitol Building, Room G13, Des Moines, Iowa 50319. Comments may be sent by fax to (515)281-4225 or by e-mail to shanell.wagler@iowa.gov.
A public hearing will be held on May 2, 2017, at 1:00 p.m. in Room 145 of the Lucas State Office Building, Des Moines, Iowa, at which time comments may be submitted orally or in writing. Any persons who intend to attend the public hearing and have special requirements, such as those related to hearing or mobility impairments, should contact Shanell Wagler at (515)281-4321 to advise of any specific needs.
After analysis and review of this rule making, no impact on jobs has been found.
These amendments are intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 256I as amended by 2016 Iowa Acts, chapter 1113.
The following amendments are proposed.
	Item 1. Amend rule 249—1.3(256I), definition of “Designation,” as follows:
“Designation” means the status awarded by the state board to an early childhood Iowa area meeting the criteria and the levels of excellence rating system established by the state board.
	Item 2. Adopt the following new definition of “Family support programs” in rule 249—1.3(256I):
“Family support programs” includes group-based parent education or home visiting programs that are designed to strengthen protective factors, including parenting skills, increasing parental knowledge of child development, and increasing family functioning and problem solving skills.
	Item 3. Amend subrule 1.4(2) as follows:
	1.4(2) The state board shall:
	a. 	Develop a levels of excellence rating system for and implement a process for designating area boards.
	(1)	The rating system is the mechanism by which an area board is designated.
	(2)	The rating system shall include the following four levels: probation, compliant, quality, and model.
	(3)	The state board shall adopt criteria for each level.
(4) The state board shall review the process at the close of each designation cycle.
	b. 	Adopt state-level indicators with input from area boards and the early childhood stakeholders alliance. The state board shall report on indicators each fiscal year and compare the data against baseline data and data from prior fiscal years as available. Indicators shall measure all result areas of the early care, health and education system.
	c. 	Adopt minimum standards to promote equal access to services subject to the authority of the area boards.
	d. 	Adopt guidelines and standards for services provided under a school ready children grant. All guidelines and standards shall be found in the online toolkit available on the official Web site of early childhood Iowa at www.earlychildhoodiowa.org.
	e. 	In cooperation with the early childhood stakeholders alliance:
	(1)	Further the development of an early childhood integrated data system across state agencies and other partners.
	(2)	Develop guidance to identify and improve the quality of services in early care, health and education programs, including evidence-based practices.
	(3)	Promote other measures to advance the initiative.
	Item 4. Amend subrule 1.6(2) as follows:
	1.6(2) The state board may waive any of the minimum criteria referenced in Iowa Code section 256I.6, if it is determined that exceptional circumstances exist. The state board further defines exceptional circumstances to include the following:
a.  The when the proposed change of boundaries creates hardship that reduces performance or quality of services within the area. The area board must provide compelling documentation of the hardship and clearly document the impact to performance or quality of services or both.
	b. 	The area board is granted model level of performance within the levels of excellence rating system by the state board.
	Item 5. Rescind and reserve rule 249—1.8(83GA,SF2088).

