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Notice of Intended Action

Twenty-five interested persons, a governmental subdivision, an agency or association of 25 or more
persons may demand an oral presentation hereon as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.4(1)“b.”

Notice is also given to the public that the Administrative Rules Review Committee may, on its own
motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this proposed action under section
17A.8(6) at a regular or special meeting where the public or interested persons may be heard.

Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code section 249A.4 and 2013 Iowa Acts, Senate File 446, the
Department of Human Services proposes to amendChapter 78, “Amount, Duration and Scope ofMedical
and Remedial Services,” Iowa Administrative Code.

This amendment requires prior authorization (PA) for initial admission to or continued stay in a
certified hospital “swing bed” for a member who no longer requires acute (inpatient) hospital care and
who would otherwise meet a nursing facility or skilled level of care (LOC).

This amendment will reduce the number of swing-bed admissions, which are considerably more
costly than comparable admissions in a freestanding skilled nursing facility. Freestanding skilled nursing
facilities would experience a potential corresponding increase in admissions formembers who previously
would have been admitted to a hospital swing bed.

As part of the hospital’s discharge planning process for members requiring ongoing skilled
nursing care, the hospital must complete and return to the Iowa Medicaid Enterprise (IME) an LOC
determination form describing the member’s LOC needs. The hospital must also contact skilled nursing
facilities within a 30-mile radius of the hospital to determine if any of those facilities have available
beds and are otherwise able to meet the member’s LOC needs. Initial or ongoing swing-bed admissions
will only be approved if the hospital certifies that there are no available skilled nursing beds in a
freestanding facility to meet the member’s LOC needs within the 30-mile radius of the hospital. For the
purpose of this requirement, an “appropriate” nursing facility bed is a bed in a Medicaid-participating
freestanding nursing facility that provides the LOC required for the member’s medical condition and
corresponding LOC needs. A Medicaid member who has been admitted to a swing bed must be
discharged to an appropriate nursing facility bed within 72 hours of an appropriate nursing facility bed
becoming available. Preadmission screening and resident review (PASRR) rules still apply for members
being transferred to a nursing facility. There will be some members, such as those with ventilators or
other comparable care needs, whose LOC needs cannot be met in freestanding skilled nursing facilities.
In such cases, the swing-bed stay would be appropriate.

This amendment was also Adopted and Filed Emergency and is published herein as ARC 0844C.
The purpose of this Notice is to solicit comment on that submission, the subject matter of which is
incorporated by reference.

Any interested person may make written comments on the proposed amendment on or before
August 13, 2013. Comments should be directed to Harry Rossander, Bureau of Policy Coordination,
Department of Human Services, Hoover State Office Building, Fifth Floor, 1305 East Walnut Street,
Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0114. Comments may be sent by fax to (515)281-4980 or by e-mail to
policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us.

This amendment does not provide for waiver in specified situations because requests for waiver of
any rule may be submitted under the Department’s general rule on exceptions at 441—1.8(17A,217).

After analysis and review of this rule making, no impact on jobs has been found.
This amendment is intended to implement Iowa Code section 249A.4.
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