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Notice of Intended Action

Twenty-five interested persons, a governmental subdivision, an agency or association of 25 or more
persons may demand an oral presentation hereon as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.4(1)“b.”

Notice is also given to the public that the Administrative Rules Review Committee may, on its own
motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this proposed action under section
17A.8(6) at a regular or special meeting where the public or interested persons may be heard.

Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code section 272.2, the Board of Educational Examiners hereby
gives Notice of Intended Action to amend Chapter 14, “Special Education Endorsements,” Iowa
Administrative Code.

Recently there has been a change in terminology from “mental disabilities” to “intellectual
disabilities.” In keeping with Department of Education usage and with 2012 Iowa Acts, Senate File
2247, these amendments change the term “mental disability” to “intellectual disability” in the special
education rules.

Any interested party or persons may present their views either orally or in writing at the public hearing
that will be heldWednesday, August 15, 2012, at 1 p.m. in Room 3 Southwest, Third Floor, Grimes State
Office Building, East 14th Street and Grand Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa.

At the hearing, persons will be asked to give their names and addresses for the record and to confine
their remarks to the subject of the proposed amendments. Persons who wish to make oral presentations
at the public hearing may contact the Executive Director, Board of Educational Examiners, Grimes
State Office Building, East 14th Street and Grand Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0147, or at
(515)281-5849, prior to the date of the public hearing.

Any person who intends to attend the public hearing and requires special accommodations for
specific needs, such as a sign language interpreter, should contact the office of the Executive Director
at (515)281-5849.

Any interested person may make written comments or suggestions on the proposed amendments
before 4 p.m. on Friday, August 17, 2012. Written comments and suggestions should be addressed to
Kim Cunningham, Board Secretary, Board of Educational Examiners, at the above address, or sent by
e-mail to kim.cunningham@iowa.gov, or by fax to (515)281-7669.

After analysis and review of this rule making, no adverse impact on jobs has been found.
These amendments are intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 272.
The following amendments are proposed.
ITEM 1. Amend subrule 14.2(4) as follows:
14.2(4) Instructional strategist II: mental intellectual disabilities. This endorsement authorizes

instruction in programs serving students with mental intellectual disabilities from age 5 to age 21 (and
to a maximum allowable age in accordance with Iowa Code section 256B.8). The applicant must
present evidence of having completed the following program requirements.

a. No change.
b. Characteristics of learners. Preparation which includes various etiologies of mental

intellectual disabilities, an overview of current trends in educational programming for students with
mental intellectual disabilities, educational alternatives and related services, and the importance of the
multidisciplinary team in providing more appropriate educational programming from age 5 to age 21.
Preparation must also provide for an overview of the general developmental, academic, social, career
and functional characteristics of individuals with mental intellectual disabilities as the characteristics
relate to levels of instructional support required. This preparation must include the causes and theories
of intellectual disabilities and implications and preventions; the psychological characteristics of students
with mental intellectual and developmental disabilities, including cognition, perception, memory, and
language development; medical complications and implications for student support needs, including
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seizure management, tube feeding, catheterization and CPR; and the medical aspects of intellectual
disabilities and their implications for learning. The social-emotional aspects of mental intellectual
disabilities, including adaptive behavior, social competence, social isolation and learned helplessness.

c. No change.
d. Methods and strategies. Methods and strategies which include numerous models for providing

curricular and instructional methodologies utilized in the education of mentally intellectually disabled
students, and sources of curriculum materials for individuals with disabilities. Curricula for the
development of cognitive, academic, social, language and functional life skills for individuals with
exceptional learning needs, and related instructional and remedial methods and techniques. The focus
of these experiences is for students at all levels from age 5 to age 21. This preparation must include
alternatives for teaching skills and strategies to individuals with disabilities who differ in degree and
nature of disability, and the integration of appropriate age- and ability-level academic instruction.
Proficiency in adapting age-appropriate curriculum to facilitate instruction within the general education
setting, to include partial participation of students in tasks, skills facilitation, collaboration, and
support from peers with and without disabilities; the ability to select and use augmentative and
alternative communications methods and systems. An understanding of the impact of speech-language
development on behavior and social interactions. Approaches to create positive learning environments
for individuals with special needs and approaches to utilize assistive devices for individuals with special
needs. The design and implementation of age-appropriate instruction based on the adaptive skills of
students with mental intellectual disabilities; integrate selected related services into the instructional
day of students with mental intellectual disabilities. Knowledge of culturally responsive functional life
skills relevant to independence in the community, personal living, and employment. Use of appropriate
physical management techniques including positioning, handling, lifting, relaxation, and range of
motion and the use and maintenance of orthotic, prosthetic, and adaptive equipment effectively.

e. Managing student behavior and social interaction skills. Preparation in individual behavioral
management, behavioral change strategies, and classroom management theories, methods, and
techniques for individuals with exceptional learning needs. Theories of behavior problems in individuals
with mental intellectual disabilities and the use of nonaversive techniques for the purpose of controlling
targeted behavior and maintaining attention of individuals with disabilities. Design, implement, and
evaluate instructional programs that enhance an individual’s social participation in family, school, and
community activities.

f. No change.
g. Transitional collaboration. Sources of services, organizations, and networks for individuals

with mental intellectual disabilities, including career, vocational and transitional support to postschool
settings with maximum opportunities for decision making and full participation in the community.

h. No change.
ITEM 2. Amend subrule 14.2(6) as follows:
14.2(6) K-8 mildly disabled endorsement. This endorsement authorizes instruction to mildly

disabled children who require special education program adaptations while assigned to a regular
classroom for basic instructional purposes, or mildly disabled students placed in a special education
class who receive part of their instruction in a regular classroom, or mildly disabled students requiring
specially designed instruction while assigned to a regular classroom for basic instructional purposes.
To fulfill the requirements for this endorsement, the applicant must:

a. Hold a regular education instruction endorsement at the elementary level. For the elementary
level, this is the general elementary classroom endorsement.

b. Hold one of the following endorsements at the elementary level: learning disabilities, mild to
moderate mentally handicapped intellectual disabilities, behavioral disorders, multicategorical resource
room or multicategorical-special class with integration.

ITEM 3. Amend subrule 14.2(7) as follows:
14.2(7) 5-12 mildly disabled endorsement. This endorsement authorizes instruction to mildly

disabled children who require special education program adaptations while assigned to a regular
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classroom for basic instructional purposes, or mildly disabled students placed in a special education
class who receive part of their instruction in a regular classroom, or mildly disabled students requiring
specially designed instruction while assigned to a regular classroom for basic instructional purposes.
To fulfill the requirements for this endorsement, the applicant must:

a. Hold a regular education instruction endorsement at the secondary level (grades 5-12).
b. Hold one of the following endorsements at the secondary level: learning disabilities, mild to

moderate mentally handicapped intellectual disabilities, behavioral disorders, multicategorical resource
room or multicategorical-special class with integration.

NOTE: These endorsements are designed for programs serving primarily mildly disabled students;
the sensory impaired are not included as “mildly disabled.”
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