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INSPECTIONS AND APPEALS DEPARTMENT[481]
Notice of Intended Action
Proposing rulemaking related to practice and licensure of funeral directors, funeral establishments, and cremation establishments and providing an opportunity for public comment
    The Department of Inspections, Appeals, and Licensing hereby proposes to amend Chapter 900, “Practice of Funeral Directors, Funeral Establishments, and Cremation Establishments,” and Chapter 901, “Licensure of Funeral Directors, Funeral Establishments, and Cremation Establishments,” Iowa Administrative Code.
Legal Authority for Rulemaking
    This rulemaking is proposed under the authority provided in Iowa Code chapters 17A, 147, 156, and 272C.
State or Federal Law Implemented
    This rulemaking implements, in whole or in part, Iowa Code chapters 147, 156, and 272C.
Purpose and Summary
    This proposed rulemaking sets minimum standards for licensure as a funeral director or establishment in Iowa, as well as standards for registration as a removal technician. The purpose of this rulemaking is to correct citations within the rules and to change procedures for removal technicians. The current removal technician rules have been in place for the past year, and now that they have been utilized, the Board of Mortuary Science acknowledges necessary changes to assist in allowing removal technicians to aid funeral directors in Iowa. 
Regulatory Analysis
    A Regulatory Analysis for this rulemaking was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on January 7, 2026. A public hearing was held on the following date(s): 
     ●   January 27, 2026
Fiscal Impact
    This rulemaking has no fiscal impact to the State of Iowa. 
Jobs Impact
    After analysis and review of this rulemaking, no impact on jobs has been found.
Waivers
    Any person who believes that the application of the discretionary provisions of this rulemaking would result in hardship or injustice to that person may petition the Board for a waiver of the discretionary provisions, if any, pursuant to 481—Chapter 6. 
Public Comment
    Any interested person may submit written comments concerning this proposed rulemaking, which must be received by the Board no later than 4:30 p.m. on May 5, 2026. Comments should be directed to: 
	Emily DeRonde 
Department of Inspections, Appeals, and Licensing 
6200 Park Avenue
Des Moines, Iowa 50321 
Email: emily.deronde@dia.iowa.gov


Public Hearing
    No public hearing is scheduled at this time. As provided in Iowa Code section 17A.4(1)“b,” an oral presentation regarding this rulemaking may be demanded by 25 interested persons, a governmental subdivision, the Administrative Rules Review Committee, an agency, or an association having 25 or more members. 
Review by Administrative Rules Review Committee
    The Administrative Rules Review Committee, a bipartisan legislative committee which oversees rulemaking by executive branch agencies, may, on its own motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this rulemaking at its regular monthly meeting or at a special meeting. The Committee’s meetings are open to the public, and interested persons may be heard as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.8(6).
    The following rulemaking action is proposed:
    ITEM 1.  Rescind subrule 900.4(4).
    ITEM 2.  Adopt the following new paragraphs 900.6(3)“d” and 900.6(3)“e”:
    d.  When death is attributed to a reportable communicable disease, embalming may be omitted provided that cremation is performed within 48 hours after death. In such cases, the human remains shall be immediately topically disinfected, shall be placed in a container that will control odor and prevent the leakage of body fluids and shall only be transported to the crematory by the funeral director or intern. 
    e.  If viewing of the unembalmed human remains is requested, the human remains shall be topically disinfected and all body orifices shall be packed or otherwise secured with material that will absorb and retain all secretions. No public viewing will be allowed of an unembalmed decedent who has died of a reportable communicable disease, but private viewing is permissible at the discretion of the funeral director.
    ITEM 3.  Amend rule 481—901.1(156), definition of “Reactivate,” as follows:
    “Reactivate” or “reactivation” means the process as outlined in rule 481—901.11(17A,147,272C) 481—901.10(17A,147,272C) by which an inactive license is restored to active status.
    ITEM 4.  Amend subrule 901.3(1) as follows:
    901.3(1) Internship. 
    a.  to j. No change.
    k.   The intern will complete on a form provided by the board a confidential evaluation of the preceptorship program at the end of the internship. This form will be submitted before a funeral director license is issued to the intern.
    l. k.The intern must be approved and licensed following a successful internship before the intern may practice mortuary science.
    ITEM 5.  Amend paragraph 901.5(1)“k” as follows:
    k.  Failure to comply with any of these rules will constitute grounds for discipline pursuant to 481—Chapter 904 and 481—Chapter 504 or civil penalties for unlicensed practice pursuant to 481—Chapter 905.
    ITEM 6.  Amend rule 481—901.9(17A,147,272C) as follows:
481—901.9(17A,147,272C) Reinstatement of a funeral establishment license or a cremation establishment license. For a funeral or cremation establishment license that has been revoked, suspended, or voluntarily surrendered, the owner must apply for and receive reinstatement of the license in accordance with rule 481—506.31(272C) 481—506.32(272C) and must apply for and be granted reactivation of the license in accordance with rule 481—901.9(272C) 481—901.10(17A,147,272C) prior to offering mortuary science services from that establishment in this state.

    ITEM 7.  Amend subparagraph 901.10(2)“a”(3) as follows:
    (3)  Verification of completion of two hours of continuing education in current Iowa law and rules covering mortuary science content areas including, but not limited to, Iowa law and rules governing the practice of mortuary science, cremation, vital statistics, cemeteries and preneed. These 2 hours will be included as a part of the 24 hours required in subparagraph 901.11(3)“a”(2). 481—paragraph 902.3(2)“f.”
    ITEM 8.  Amend subparagraph 901.10(2)“b”(2) as follows:
    (2)  Verification of completion of 48 hours of continuing education that meet continuing education standards defined in 481—subrule 902.3(1) and 481—paragraphs 902.3(2)“a,” “b,” “c,” and “e,” within two years prior to filing the application for reactivation. Independent study identified in 481—paragraph 902.3(2)“f” 481—paragraph 902.3(2)“d” will not exceed 24 hours of the 48 hours; and
    ITEM 9.  Amend rule 481—901.11(17A,147,272C) as follows:
481—901.11(17A,147,272C) Reinstatement of a funeral director license. A licensee whose license has been revoked, suspended, or voluntarily surrendered must apply for and receive reinstatement of the license in accordance with rule 481—506.31(272C) 481—506.32(272C) and must apply for and be granted reactivation of the license in accordance with rule 481—901.11(17A,147,272C) 481—901.10(17A,147,272C) prior to practicing as a funeral director in this state. The owner of a funeral home establishment whose establishment license has been revoked, suspended, or voluntarily surrendered must apply for and receive reinstatement of the establishment license and must apply for and be granted reactivation of the establishment license prior to reopening the funeral home establishment.

    ITEM 10.  Amend subrule 901.13(1) as follows:
    901.13(1) A removal technician will serve under the direct supervision of an Iowa licensed funeral director, will only perform removals at the direction of the supervising funeral director, and may act in place of a funeral director only in performing a removal. Another funeral director, who is authorized by the supervising funeral director, may direct the removal technician in the temporary absence of the supervising funeral director.
    ITEM 11.  Amend paragraph 901.13(2)“c” as follows:
    c.  Is affiliated with employed by a funeral establishment that has not had any formal disciplinary action within the past five years.
    ITEM 12.  Amend subrule 901.13(4) as follows:
    901.13(4) The supervising funeral director will:
    a.  and b. No change.
    c.  Ensure the removal technician performs its duties as outlined in subrule 901.13(2) 901.13(5); 
    d. No change.
    e.  Not have more than four six registered removal technicians employed by the same funeral establishment, or any funeral establishment owned, operated, or affiliated with that funeral establishment.
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