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Adopted and Filed

Rulemaking related to organization and operation

The Racing and Gaming Commission hereby amends Chapter 1, “Organization and Operation,” Iowa 
Administrative Code.

Legal Authority for Rulemaking

This rulemaking is adopted under the authority provided in Iowa Code sections 99D.7 and 99F.4.

State or Federal Law Implemented

This rulemaking implements, in whole or in part, Iowa Code chapters 99D and 99F.

Purpose and Summary

This rulemaking increases the required fees for a racing, gambling structure, or excursion gambling 
boat license application to coincide with actual costs incurred by the Commission during the application 
process.

Public Comment and Changes to Rulemaking

Notice of Intended Action for this rulemaking was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on 
December 24, 2025, as ARC 9803C. A public hearing was held on the following date(s):

   January 13, 2026
No one attended the public hearing. No public comments were received. No changes from the Notice 

have been made.

Adoption of Rulemaking

This rulemaking was adopted by the Commission on March 5, 2026.

Fiscal Impact

This rulemaking has no fiscal impact to the State of Iowa.

Jobs Impact

After analysis and review of this rulemaking, no impact on jobs has been found.

Waivers

Any person who believes that the application of the discretionary provisions of this rulemaking 
would result in hardship or injustice to that person may petition the Commission for a waiver of the 
discretionary provisions, if any, pursuant to 491—Chapter 1.

Review by Administrative Rules Review Committee

The Administrative Rules Review Committee, a bipartisan legislative committee which oversees 
rulemaking by executive branch agencies, may, on its own motion or on written request by any 
individual or group, review this rulemaking at its regular monthly meeting or at a special meeting. 
The Committee’s meetings are open to the public, and interested persons may be heard as provided in 
Iowa Code section 17A.8(6).

Effective Date

This rulemaking will become effective on May 6, 2026.
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https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetings/meetingsListComm?groupID=705&ga=91


The following rulemaking action is adopted:
       Item 1.    Amend subrule 1.5(1) as follows:

1.5(1) Racing, gambling structure, or excursion gambling boat license application. This form shall 
contain contains at a minimum the full name of the applicant, all ownership interests, balance sheets 
and profit-and-loss statements for three fiscal years immediately preceding the application, pending 
legal action, location and physical plant of the facility, and description of proposed operation. The 
form may include other information the commission deems necessary to make a decision on the license 
application. The qualified nonprofit corporation and the boat operator, if different than the qualified 
nonprofit corporation, shall pay a nonrefundable application fee in the amount of $25,000 to offset the 
commission’s cost for processing the application. Additionally, the applicant shall remit an investigative 
fee of $30,000 to the department of public safety to do background investigations as required by the 
commission. The department of public safety shall bill the applicant/licensee for additional fees as 
appropriate and refund any unused portion of the investigative fee within 90 days after the denial or 
operation begins. applicant or applicants also pay or remit the following fees:

a. An initial application fee in the amount of $250,000 to the commission to cover the 
commission’s actual expenses incurred in processing and evaluating the application. Actual expenses 
may include but are not limited to the cost of appropriate meeting spaces, facilities, and equipment; 
transportation, lodging, meals, and other travel-related expenses; market feasibility studies the 
commission conducts; or consultants the commission retains. The commission will bill the applicant 
or licensee for additional expenses beyond the initial application fee as appropriate and will refund any 
unused portion of the fee within 90 days after the license is denied or within 90 days after operation 
begins.

b. An investigative fee of $50,000 to the department of public safety to complete background 
investigations. The department of public safety will bill the applicant or licensee for additional fees as 
appropriate and will refund any unused portion of the investigative fee within 90 days after the license is 
denied or within 90 days after operation begins.

[Filed 3/5/26, effective 5/6/26]
[Published 4/1/26]

Editor’s Note: For replacement pages for IAC, see IAC Supplement 4/1/26.
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