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ARC 0051D
COLLEGE STUDENT AID COMMISSION[283]
Adopted and Filed
Rulemaking related to the Iowa national guard benefits programs
    The College Student Aid Commission hereby amends Chapter 20, “Iowa National Guard Benefits Programs,” Iowa Administrative Code.
Legal Authority for Rulemaking
    This rulemaking is adopted under the authority provided in Iowa Code section 256.178 and 2025 Iowa Acts, House File 117.
State or Federal Law Implemented
    This rulemaking implements, in whole or in part, 2025 Iowa Acts, House File 117.
Purpose and Summary
    The Commission is amending Chapter 20 pursuant to 2025 Iowa Acts, House File 117. The amendments add a definition for “educational programs” to clarify eligibility for scholarships and benefits and create a new Iowa National Guard Service Professional Qualification Scholarship designed to assist Guard members in pursuing professional credentials and qualifications necessary for specific occupations.
Public Comment and Changes to Rulemaking
    Notice of Intended Action for this rulemaking was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on November 26, 2025, as ARC 9769C. A public hearing was held on the following date(s): 
     ●   December 16, 2025
     ●   December 17, 2025
    No one attended the public hearings. No public comments were received.
    One change from the Notice has been made. Since publication of the Notice, 2025 Iowa Acts, House File 117, has been codified. References in the rulemaking to House File 117 have been removed accordingly.
Adoption of Rulemaking
    This rulemaking was adopted by the Commission on January 9, 2026.
Fiscal Impact
     This rulemaking has no fiscal impact to the State of Iowa. 
Jobs Impact
    After analysis and review of this rulemaking, no impact on jobs has been found.
Waivers
    Any person who believes that the application of the discretionary provisions of this rulemaking would result in hardship or injustice to that person may petition the Commission for a waiver of the discretionary provisions, if any, pursuant to 283—Chapter 7.
Review by Administrative Rules Review Committee
    The Administrative Rules Review Committee, a bipartisan legislative committee which oversees rulemaking by executive branch agencies, may, on its own motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this rulemaking at its regular monthly meeting or at a special meeting. The Committee’s meetings are open to the public, and interested persons may be heard as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.8(6).
Effective Date
    This rulemaking will become effective on March 11, 2026.
    The following rulemaking action is adopted:
    ITEM 1.  Adopt the following new definition of “Educational program,” in rule 283—20.1(256):
    “Educational program” means a program of study that is approved by the adjutant general and leads to a credential as described in Iowa Code section 256.210A.
    ITEM 2.  Adopt the following new rule  283—20.4(256):
283—20.4(256) Iowa national guard service professional qualification scholarship. In the event that the adjutant general authorizes the expenditure of unencumbered or unobligated funds from Iowa Code section 256.210(6) to provide an eligible member of the Iowa national guard who is enrolled in an educational program that meets the criteria of Iowa Code section 256.210A, this rule will be used to administer authorized scholarships. The adjutant general will select program recipients, select educational programs, and authorize scholarship awards under this rule. The decision of the adjutant general is final.
    20.4(1) Eligible applicant. An eligible applicant is an Iowa resident, as determined by the adjutant general, who enrolls in an educational program at an eligible institution and who meets the award eligibility criteria approved by the adjutant general and the following provisions:
    a.  Completes the applications the Iowa national guard deems necessary on or before the date established by the Iowa national guard, except that an individual who was on federal active duty at the time of an application deadline will have 30 days to apply upon return to Iowa from active duty.
    b.  Meets the eligibility criteria in Iowa Code section 256.210A(2); meets satisfactory academic progress standards; and maintains satisfactory performance of duty upon return from initial active duty training, including attending a minimum of 90 percent of scheduled drill dates and attending annual training.
    20.4(2) Awarding of funds. 
    a.  Selection criteria. All eligible applicants will be considered for an award.
    b.  Maximum award and extent of award. The adjutant general will determine the amount and extent of awards eligible applicants can receive.
    (1)  The maximum award will not exceed the maximum award established by the adjutant general or the tuition and testing fees charged to the eligible applicant by the eligible institution, whichever is lower.
    (2)  Scholarship awards within a term of enrollment will be reported to the commission within the state-defined payment period.
    c.  Awarding process. The commission adopts the awarding process in paragraph 20.2(2)“c” with the following exceptions: 
    (1)  In lieu of “Iowa Code section 256.210(5)” in subparagraph 20.2(2)“c”(4), insert “paragraph 20.4(2)‘b’”. 
    (2)  In lieu of “Iowa Code section 256.210” in subparagraph 20.2(2)“c”(7), insert “Iowa Code section 256.210A”.
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