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COLLEGE STUDENT AID COMMISSION[283]
Adopted and Filed
Rulemaking related to the Iowa tuition grant program
    The College Student Aid Commission hereby amends Chapter 12, “Iowa Tuition Grant Program,” Iowa Administrative Code.
Legal Authority for Rulemaking
    This rulemaking is adopted under the authority provided in Iowa Code sections 256.178 and 256.189.
State or Federal Law Implemented
    This rulemaking implements, in whole or in part, Iowa Code sections 256.183 through 256.190.
Purpose and Summary
    The Commission is amending Chapter 12 pursuant to 2025 Iowa Acts, House File 295. The amendments replace references to the Higher Learning Commission with the broader accreditation authority enacted in House File 295. In addition, the rulemaking adopts a technical clarification to the definition of “program of study” to align the administrative rule language with the operation of the program.
Public Comment and Changes to Rulemaking
    Notice of Intended Action for this rulemaking was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on November 26, 2025, as ARC 9768C. A public hearing was held on the following date(s): 
     ●   December 16, 2025
     ●   December 17, 2025
    No one attended the public hearings. No public comments were received. No changes from the Notice have been made.
Adoption of Rulemaking
    This rulemaking was adopted by the Commission on January 9, 2026.
Fiscal Impact
     This rulemaking has no fiscal impact to the State of Iowa. 
Jobs Impact
    After analysis and review of this rulemaking, no impact on jobs has been found.
Waivers
    Any person who believes that the application of the discretionary provisions of this rulemaking would result in hardship or injustice to that person may petition the Commission for a waiver of the discretionary provisions, if any, pursuant to 283—Chapter 7.
Review by Administrative Rules Review Committee
    The Administrative Rules Review Committee, a bipartisan legislative committee which oversees rulemaking by executive branch agencies, may, on its own motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this rulemaking at its regular monthly meeting or at a special meeting. The Committee’s meetings are open to the public, and interested persons may be heard as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.8(6).
Effective Date
    This rulemaking will become effective on March 11, 2026.
    The following rulemaking action is adopted:
    ITEM 1.  Amend rule 283—12.2(256), definitions of “Located in Iowa” and “Program of study,” as follows:
    “Located in Iowa” means a college or university is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools a federally recognized accreditor of postsecondary educational institutions, has made a substantial investment in a permanent Iowa campus and staff, and offers a full range of courses leading to the degrees offered by the institution as well as a full range of student services.
    “Program of study” means the same as defined in rule 283—10.2(256), except that the program of study must lead to an undergraduate degree or an initial teaching license in Iowa.
    ITEM 2.  Amend subrule 12.5(3) as follows:
    12.5(3) Ongoing eligibility. An accredited private institution that is participating in the Iowa tuition grant program will immediately notify the commission if its higher learning commission accreditation federally recognized accreditation as a postsecondary educational institution or 501(c)(3) status is lost, or if the accredited private institution will fail to meet the necessary institutional match. Failure to meet any provision in Iowa Code sections 256.183 through 256.190 or this rule may result in the immediate cessation of the institution’s participation in the Iowa tuition grant and in the institution returning Iowa tuition grant funds to the commission.
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