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works wgether stays U>gether " 
Feb. 25, 1974 we were deeply saddened by 

Dad's death. I was eighteen at the time of Dad's 
passing and farmed with my mother until1983 
when Deb and I were married. 

At that time Mom moved to Sioux Center 
and I remained to live with my new bride on the 
home place. 

In tracing my family heritage back to 1871 
I'm amazed st the many changes that have 
taken place since my great-grandfather, A.T. 
Rensink moved from Gree.nleafton, Minnesota 
and homesteaded on the farm where we live. 

A.T. Rensink built a sod hut in 1871 when he 
staked his homestead claim. Three genera· 
tions of the Rensink family lived in the T· 
Shaped house that was built in 1880. In the 
summer of 1987 the T-Shaped house was repla
ced by a modem Ranch Style home. 

Deb and I feel privileged to be the fourth 
generation of Rensin.ks to make our livelihood 
here. We too will strive to teach our children as 
they did, to trust in the Lord and work together 
as a family. 

b y Mark A. Renslnk 

RENSINK, WILLIAM 
ANDGERDENA 
(VOORTMAN) 

F468 

H.W. Rensink family. 

Mr. and Mrs. H.W. Ren.sink 

On January 17, 1880 Gerrit Rensink (known 
as G.H. Rensink) and Gazena Heunink Ren
sink welcomed a baby boy and they named him 
Henry WilHam. He waa known as H.W. Reo
sink. 

In the Netherlands Gerdena Voortman, 
daughter of Manus and Reintie Voortman was 
born on June 5, 1877. She came with her 
widowed mother and three brothers and two 
sisters to the United States when she was 
si.xteen years. One of her brothers, Marinus. 
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H.W. ReMin.k 

died from a k.ick from a horse when a young 
man. Gerdena worked in different homes as a 
hired girl, and also worked at the Rensink 
home where the mother had died. 

On December 6, 1906, H.W. Rensink and 
Gerdena Voortman were married. They contin
ued to live on the farm that G.H. Rensink 
bought in 1883 from Jacob Borgman for $1600., 
plus $400. indebtedness. This was for a 120 
acre track of land. They lived there their entire 
married life. 

H.W. and Gerdena Rensink were members 
of the First Reformed Church in Sioux Center. 
H.W. Rensink died February 19, 1967 and 
Gerdena died November 9, 1939. They are 
buried in the Sioux Center cemetery. 

Their son Gerrit was born on September 29, 
1907. He went to the country school, Welcome 
number 7 and worked at home until he 
married Cynthia Sandbulte on January 28, 
1931. They fanned nearby and had five sons 
including twins. One of the twins died from a 
fractured leg at the age of three and a half 
years. Gerrit died October 9, 1976, and 
Cynthia lives in Sioux Center. Gerrit and son 
are buried in the Sioux Center cemetery. 

A daughter Reintje "Rena" was born October 
·,o, 1910. She also graduated from the country 
s.:hool. as did her brothers and sister. She 
worked at home and married Ben Sandbult.e on 
February 17, 1932. They farmed for fifteen 
years. Ben then bought the John Deere Implem
ent Shop along with Jake Huisman. Later he 
managed the Co-op Produce. Ben died on April 
27, 1963, and is buried in the Sioux Center 
cemetery. They had six children, two sons and 
fou.t daughters. Rena married Rebert Rem
merde on May 6, 1968. They continue to live in 
Sioux Center. 

A daughter Geziena "Sena" was born Octo
ber 3, 1912. She also went to the country school 
and worked at home until she married William 
Vreeman on June 13, 1933. They fanned at 
Sioux Center , Hawaren, and Sheldon, where 
they are now retired. They had six children, 
three sons and three daughters. They lost two 
sons that had cancer at the ages of 24 and 39. 
They are buried in the Sheldon cemetery. 

A son Marinus was born on November 26, 
1914. He worked for his father until he married 
Bertha Vreeman on February 6, 1935. He was 
a fanner and worked for Supreme Pack and is 
now retired. They live in Sioux Center. They 
had four children, two sons and two daughters. 
One son was still born. 

A son William Henry was born March 26, 
1918. He also lived and worked at home until 
he married Magdalena Moerman on January 
31, 1940. They fanned their entire married life 
and had seven children, four sons and three 
daughters. One daughter was still born and a 
son 32 years of age died from cancer. They are 
buried in the Sioux Genter cemetery. On MRy 
21, 1976 Magalena married Dick Fedders and 
they liver! on his farm some years but art' now 

retired m Sioux Center. 
The G.H. Rensi.nk farm is 8 

ha ... ;ng continuously been live~ntury fQtu 
family. These were G.H. Re118ink ~ by one 
sink, Gerrit Rensin.k, and Wilmer·Re:~~-

by Mr s. Rena Sandbulte Re 
llllnerde 

RENSINK, WILMER 
AND MARILYN 

(KUYPER) 
F469 

The Rensink "home place" north 
Sioux Center is now the home of the ~~ 
and Marilyn Ren.sink family. The ori~ 
acres were purchased by G.H. Rell.Sink ~~ 
mer's great grandfather on Nov. 6, lsSa fo; 
$1625.00 plus assuming a $400.00 mortg 1 
indebtedness which existed against the ~ge~ 
This land has been farmed by Rensinh ~ · 
since. Wilmer's and Marilyn's children are ~e:r s 
fift.h generation of Rensinks living on UU: ;. 
century farm. 

Wilmer was born March 22, 1933, t'l Gem. ~ 
and Cynthia (Sandbulte) Rensink on a fann 
across the section from where he pretently ;t 

lives. He attended a rural school that was ~ 
located in that same section. On Jan. 15,1954 II 
he married Marilyn (Kuyper). Shortly thereat: b 
ter he was drafted inw the U.S. Army and t 

served for 2 years. His duties were all stateside ~ 
with his basic training at Fort Carson in 
Colorado, medic training at Fort Sam Houston 4 
in Texas and the remainder of hie time wu l 

spent with an army hospital unit at Fort 
Leonard Wood in Missouri. 

In addition to farming Wilmer ha.s been 
involved with the activities of the Sioux County 
Farm Bureau serving as ita president for 3 
years, the National Livestock Producen,Sioux ~ 
City Livestock Producers serving u its board 
president, FannenJ Coop Society, Northweal 
Iowa Farm Business Association and Mutual 
Telephone serving as its board president at th_e l 
present time. He also served in various capao· ~ 
ties on the Consistory of the First Reformed 
Church in Sioux Center. In 1982 Wilmer wu 
elected to the Iowa House of Representatives 
and served 2 terms, presently he ia serving his 
fJ.rst term in the Iowa Senate. 

Marilyn was also born and raised on a Sioux 
County farm just 3 miles north of Sioux_Cen~ 
She was born June 20, 1935 to Manon ~ 
Marie (Remmerde) Kuyper and after attending l 

a rural school she attended and gr_ad~~: ~ 
from the Sioux Center High School .Ill 1 ' 
After the fJ.rst 4 of their children were ID echood 
Marilyn attended Northwestern College an 
graduated in 1972 with a degree in elemeD~ 
education. Marilyn has been involved_ Wl u 
Sioux County Farm Bureau Women servilli ., 
ita president for 2 years, Federa~d w~::tes 
Club, Homemakers, Legislatl~e various 
League, Church Circle and teecb.ini She is 
classes at the First Reformed Church·d assis· 
also employed as Wilmer's secret.srY an 
tant during the legislative sessio~- ch'ldrell-

Wilmer and Marilyn have ai.X ;uatinl 
Linda was born Oct. 14,1954.Aftergrsu.eoded 
from Sioux Center High School she adustinl 
Wheaton College in Wheaton, Ill- gr~ante js 
in 1977. Her husband, Chris PeJ'ClPublish· 
Product Marketing Manager atGro

3
u[ ughte~: 

ing in Lovr)and. Colo. They have 8 
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Family in 1987. Back row: Cb.ria Perciante hoi~ Erin, Brian RenM, Wilmer 
Juon Re1111ink, Harlan Kooima, Gary Rellllink hold.ing Jennifer. Seated: 

J-ica Perciante, Donna Renee hold.ing Amy, Cindy Re1111ink, Kim 
Re1111ink hold.ing Duatin, Michael Rellllink. 

Erin. Gary wa.a bom June 
• . 1,._,vcu hia E .E. deeree from 

ia now an engineer 
lotia~ltion.al at Anaheim, Calif. 

Uane, have three children: 
Jennifer. Kim wu bom 
attended Northwutem 

tnvel agent for eeveral 
huaband, Harlan Kooima, 
Louie, Mo. where Harlan 

ii•I!Deer for McDonnell Douglu. 
have 2 children, Marie and 

28, 1963, Donna en~ the 
She and her huab~, Brian 

1r141uatea from Northwe.tem 
a muter'• degree from 

will be serving in Chai
!M!II~romlledChurch Miasionariea. 
--~~~bteJ:a: Lori, Amy and Rebec-

Oct. 21, 1973, and ia prea
at the Siow: Center Commu
S, i975 ill Cindy's birth date, 

,., .. ,.._llt at the loCal high achool. 
lclliooling hu been unique 

7 years they have moved 
during the legialative 

'Vtetlded varioua achoola in Weat 

ll411i~JPJWli'ty and political activitie., 
Wllin~Lina to farm the "Rennink" 

Marilyn buay but they 
the time to vacation and 

country and now with chil
Yarioua state. the tnveling 

'-l.are purposeful. 

by Wilmer G. ReiUilnk 

RICHMOND, WILLIAM 
FRANK AND HERMINA 

(LAMMERS) 
F470 

William Frank and Hermina Richmond 

William Frank Richmond wa.a bom May 29, 
1914 in Sioux County,lowa, the son of Charles 
Emerson Richmond and Beatrice Henderson. 
He received hia education at rural achoola in 
Eagle Townahip. Hia early youth wu helping 
the family in farming operation. At an early 
age he became a aalesman and sold a variety of 
producta. 

Hermina Lammers Richmond was the 
daughter of Henry Lammers and Johanna 
Westra and bom May 15, 1919 west of Sioux 
Cellter. Her early education wu at Center 
Townahip #6 achool, and graduated from the 
Public High School at Sioux Center. 

William Frank Richmond and t1ermma uun
mera were married on June 20, 1989 at Tama, 
Iowa. 

They made and rebuilt innerspring mat
treaaes in communities in the midwe.t. 

William Frank Richmond served in the eer
vice of the U.S. Army in World War ll. After the 
war he sold insurance and later moved to 
Bellflower, California. He worked for the Long 
Beach School District u a custodian. He alao 
built several apartment complexes, and oper
ated a tniler court. 

In July of 1977 William Frank and Hermina 
moved and retired at Sioux Center, which ia 
their present residence. 

On February 19, 1952 a daughter wu bom, 
Janice Bea (Mrs. Terry Bayer). 

by Will lam Frank Richmond 

RIEMERSMA, JOHN J. 
AND SARAH SUSANNE 

(DEWOLF) 
F471 

J ohnJ . Riemersma Family. Back row L-R:Johan· 
na (Koeten), Jame. J ., Geor,e, John. Front row L
R: Mother Sarah, dall8hter Sarah (Franke}, Fa· 
ther John J . and Ben. 

John J. Riemersma was bom October 1, 
1857, (died 2-23-30) in Holland, Michigan. Hia 
parents, J.J. Riemersma and Jennie (Strabbli
na) Riemersma, came from Friesland, Holland, 
in the 1850's. They homesteaded on East 8th 
Street in Holland, Michigan. There were five 
children, the oldest wu John J ., Geni.t, Anna 
(Brink), Jenny (Henry Vander Ploeg), Alice 
(Veining) and from the first marriage a half 
aiater Martha. 

J ohn J . graduated from Hope College with 
an A.B. Degree in 1881. Graduated from Cal
vin College Seminary in 1884 and waa also 
ordained in 1884. He held putoratea in Roches· 
ter, New York, 1884-1890; Zeeland, Michigan, 
189()..1894; Chicago,lllinoia,l894-1899; Siow 
Center, Iowa, 1899-1901. He spent tweney 
yean u a teacher in rural Sioux Center,lowa 

He married Sara Suaanne De Wolf, bon 
Sept. 6, 1864, (died Aprill6, 1949), of Roches 
ter, New Y ark on October 5, 1886, at Rochester 
New York. She wu the daughter of Peter D 
Wolf and Sarah De Hollander. To thia unio1 
five children were born. They all attende. 
grade achool and graduated from the Siou 
Center High School. 

John J . (Johannes), bom November 6, 188 
(died 10-10-64) in Roche.ter, New York. H 
married Madeline Van Putten in 1919. Job 
graduated from Hope College, Holland, Mich 




