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The news that the Hon. J, E.
Kurtz was dead, though not
altogether unexpected, came as
a shock to the citizens of Lisbon.
He had been solong a familiar
figure in the city that it seemed
strange to think that his familiar

John H., Barbara A., Henry C,
Abram E., David H., Elizabeth
A., Mary M., and Samuel A. all
of whom are now present with
the exception of two, John H.
and Mary M. who preceded their
parents to the shores of eternal
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covered almost all the history of

form would no more be scen and |
that his voice would no longer |
be raised in council, His was
one of the large names in the
history of tha development of
this partof the state of Jowa and
has been associated with all the
history of the development of
this community from the first|
conllict of the settlers with the |
virgin soil to its present prosper
ous condition.

J. E. Kurtz was born in Lan-
cater County, Pa. on the Hth day
of September in the year, 1817,
hence the span of his life has

the century, and has seen during
its course the most important
part of the development of the
nation.

He was the 06th. issue of the
second generation af the family
of Christian Kurtz, who was
born and reared in Manheim,
Wurtemburg, Germany, 22d emi-
grated to Americain 1755. This
early ancestry was noted for its
sturdy mental, moral and physi-
cal qualities, and for its men and
women possessing the highest
ideals of honor and integrity,
true types of the old German
Lutheran stock of the Old
World. These qualities were
hereditary in Father Kurtz ina
marked degree and were con-
spicuously evident throughout
his long and useful life.

In 1838 he was married to Miss
Esther Hershey, who was also a
descendant of the same stock,
and was the youngest daughter
of Rev. Christian Hershey,
whose life and council was such
an inspiration to the early
settlers of this portion of the
country, and whose gencrosity
and unselfish devotion built for
this community the first U, B.
‘Church in the state of Towa, and
one of the earliest churches built
in the state by any denomination.

FFrom this union were born

1e8L,
[n 1576 the Dbeloved wife r)f1
his youth departed for her eter-
nal home, and after a few years
he was again united in marriage,
this time with Mrs, Clarissa Taft
who now sarvives him. BShe
has been a tree and devoted wife,
a kind and affectionate mother,
and to her is due much praise for
the comforts and repose of the
latter years of Mr. Kurtz's life.
Mr. Kurtz came to Iowa with a
colony of sturdy Pennsylvania
farmers headed by Rev. Chiistian
Hershey in 1847. The country
was then new and its resources
undeveloped and the company
had a difficult journey in trying
to get to their new home. They
came down the Ohio in flat boats,

Lariy days that illu
In religious ma:
Kurtz was active.
verted in the early
the U. B. Church.
remained a faithfy
nearly a half cen
his pastor says *H
a faithful attendan:
services, and in th
made special effor!
ent at  prayer
Sabbath Schoo'.
very regular iu
devotions. Thus
life ripened and
years went slowly
end was peace.”
He haa been ve
some time but w

then up the Mississippi in steam-
boats and then finally out into
the wilds of the interior by
wagon and thus reached their
destination. Here they found
but little save the native prairie
and woodland, though a few
families had come here and
started a settlement some years
before. When the colony first
came Mr. Kurtz purchased a
farm and started to till the soil
but having been an active busi-
ness man in the east he was not
satisied  with remaining on a
farm and so began to plan for a
different line of activity., Asa
means to this end he determined
to lay out a town and after some
investigation decided on the
present site of Lisbon and in
company with M. Hoover and
J. H. Eby, he took the neccessary
steps and laid out the original
town of Lisbon.

He was identified with
first business institutions
built the first store bLuilding in
town, Ifrom that time to the
time of his death he was closely

identified with all the public
mterests of the town. Up to
the time of his retirement on

the
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in various lines of business
activity.

He was the possessor of the
first notarial commission issued
in the county of Linn, and held
the commission for about 50
years giving up his commission
on the 4th, of July 1897, From
time to time he has held nearly
all the elective offices in the
gift of the people of the com-
munity and was a member of the
Seventh General Assembly of
the state, being the first Repub-
lican member of the Assembly
ever elected from this district.
This was the last session of the
Assembly held in Iowa City.
Throughout his entire life he
was prominent in  political
matters and always active in the
cause of good -citizenship. He
was a steadfast foe of the liquor
traffic and even in the early days
was active for its suppression.
About 1857 he was the custodian
of the liquor confiscated hers and
it was in his yard that the liquor
was afterward destroyed. The
influence that he leaves is one
that counts for uprightness and
morality, and the impress of his
character will long be felt in the
municipal life of Lisbon, the city
of his founding.

Father Kurtz was a man who
always had the respect and con-
fidence of the entire community.
and in the earlier days his
wisdom and council was constant- |
ly sought in the settlement r)f:I
local difficulties and business |
disagreements, and almost in-

he beloved wile of
parted for her eter-

1l altssuite: lowa Te‘r'riféﬁéﬁangglg{g Eea’i"si‘éf'?‘orélézc;liééﬁon chnLH led by Volirteer:
Fvortad in the early 50s and joined
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variably the decision given was
satisfactory to both' parties who
would comply with the terms of
the verdict rendered and thus
settle  the question at issue.
Many incidents are told of the
carly days that illustrate this.

In religious matters also Mr.

i survive him,

| that came to Lisbon only one,

be about tne house, but on
Saturday morning it became
apparent that the closing scene|

GASC

was near 4t hand, snd on Mor-
day at thortly before [p. m. he
passed over the dividing line
and was numbered no more with|™
the living upon earth,

On Mr. Kurtz's 80th. birthday
a family reunion was held
honor the day and there were
present 7 sons and daughters,
7 sons and daughters-in-law, 48
grandchildren and 8 great grand-
children so that at the time of
his death Mr. Kurtz was atthe
head of a patriarchal family.
One brother and two sisters also
these all live In
Lancaster County Pennsylvania.

With the passing of Father
Kurtz one more of the links that
bind the past to the presentis
gone, Of those who were heads
of families in the first colony

J. H. Eby, of Cedar Rapids. is
now left. Of those who have
seen the whole development of
Lisbon but few are left and the
ecarly days are beginning to seem
like history of former times
rather than as events in which
the present had a part.
city is brought,

characters such as Father Kurtz
has been indelibly impressed
upon the life of the city and will
remain,

Out of respect to the founder,
the business places of the city
were all  closed during the
funeral services

The obsequies were conducted |
by Rev. W. L. Beatty D. D. pas-
tor of the U. B. church assisted
by other pastors of the City|
churches. "They were conducted
in the United Brethren church
A'Migfa#at thg"gﬁte ngdﬁéglcéaaéfyléf lowd Libra
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then finally ont inte

This was the last session of the

Assermbly held in lowa City,
Throughout his entire life he
was  prominent  in  political

matters and always active in the
cause of good citizenship. He
was a steadfast foe of the liquor

' head of a  patriarchal family.
One brother and two sisters also |
survive him, these all live In|
Lancaster County Pennsylvania.

With the passing of Father
Kurtz one more of the links that
bind the past to the present is

traflic and even in the carly days
was active for its suppression.
About 1857 he was the custodian
of the liquor confiscated hers and
it was in his yard that the liquor
was afterward destroyed. The
influence that he leaves is one
that counts for uprightness and
morality, and the impress of his
character will long be felt in the
municipal life of Lisbon, the city
of his founding.

Father Kurtz was a man who
always had the respect and con-
fidence of the entire community,
and in the earlier days his
wisdom and council was constant-
ly sought in the settlement of
local difficulties and business
disagreements, and almost in-
variably the decision given was
satisfactory to both' parties who
would comply with the terms of
the verdict rendered and thus
settle the question at issue.
Many incidents are told of the
early days that illustrate this.

In religious matters also Mr.
Kurtz was active. He was con-
verted in the early 50s and joined
the U. B. Church, of which he
remained a faithful member for
nearly a half century. Of this

his pastor says *'He was always
a faithful attendant at preaching
services, and in the later years
made special efforts to be pres-
ent at  prayer meeting and
Sabbath Schoo'. He was also
very regular in  his family
devotions. Thus his Christian
life ripened  and matured as the
years went slowly by. And the
end was peace.”
He had been
some time but

very feeble for
was  still able to

gone.  Of those who were heads
of familias in the first colony
that came to Lisbon only one,
J. H. Eby, of Cedar Rapids. is
now left. Of those who have
seen the whole development of
Lisbon but few are left and the
early days are beginning to seem
like history of f{ormer times
ratber than as events in which
the present had a part. The
city is brought 1o realize that it
is more than a generation old.
But the impress of the sturdy
characters such as Father Kurtz
has been indelibly impressed
upon the life of the city and will
remain.

Out of respect to the founder,
the business places of the city
were all ' closed during the
funeral services.

The obsequies were conducted
by Rev. W. L. Beatty D. D. pas-
tor of the U. B. church assisted
by other pastors of the City
churches. They were conducted
in the United Brethren church
which was handsomely and
appropriately  decorated in
harmony with the occassion.
The floral offerings were also
beautiful and elaborate. The
interment took place in the
family lot in the Lishon Cemetiy.
The large church in which ‘the
services were held was crowded
by the relatives and friends from
far-and near, who thus came to
pay the last tribute of respect to
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