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PASSING OF A PIONEER. 
The news that tho Hon . .r. K .rohn II., Hal'hara A" Hemry C, 

Kurt? wa.s dead , though not Abra.m E ., Da.\' id H . , Elizabr> tn 
altogether unexpeetod, emne U.8 A., i\hry ).1 ., ilnd Samuel A. all 
a shode to the cili;t,(!Ils of Lisbon. of WhOUl are now lm~scnt with 
He had boen so long a fnmiliar the exception of two, .John H. 
1igul'e in the city tha.t it seemed and Ma.ry M. who pn~ceded th~ir 
st.rungo to think that his familiar parents to the shores of eternal 
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form would no Illon' be scr:n Hnel \ }('l'it. 1- ~ . 
that his \' oice would no lung-vI' I III 1 Ii/Ii the b(df)\'r~u wif,~ of early days that di u 
be raised in coullcil, His was his youth df'l'arlrou (oJ' l]f~r I!tf!l"- In reJigifJUf) J:}a ~ 
ODO of the large names in tlw 
history of tho de\'elopment of 
this part of the stale of Iow;~ and 
has been associated \ .... ilh :dl tlw 
history of the development of 
this commllnity from tIl(' tirst 
conflict of the sctUcni with tlw 
virgin soi! to its p rc<.;cnt p1'05p0r 
ous condition. 

Ilal honH~, and af ter a f~w yl~;!.I·S Kurt? was :ll;tive. 

J, E. Kurtz was born in Lan-

htl was again united in ma.rriag-e. 
this time with ;\11"5. Clarissa'raft 
who now Slln ives hirn. Rhe 
has hf1l!IJ l.~ I.I'\.:C and d(!\'o!(:d wife. 
n. Idud and affect ionaw mother, 
antI to !leI' is due much praise fol' 
the eomforts and repose of the 
lat..tcl' year . .; of Mr. Kurt7.'s life. 

Mr. KUJ't? came to Iowa with a 
cater County, ~a. all the ;)Ih eLlY I colony of st.urdy Pel1nsyl.va~lia. 
of Septp.mber m the year, 1817. fal'mer"headed byH.e\'. Ch)lstJan 
hence the span of his Iif(~ has Hershey in 1547. 'rhe country 
covered almost till the history of wa.s then new and (ts !'e~ources 
lhe century, aud has seen during undeveloped and the eompany 
its course the most import:1nt had u. difficult joul'lley in tl'.ying 
part of the development of the to get to their new home. They 
nation. came down the Ohio in ll:1t boats. 

He was the Gth. issue of tbe \,hen up the ~vIississippi in steam
second generaLioll Qf the family boats and then finally out. into 
of Christ·iao KUl'tz, who was th ~l wild:) of the interior by 
bol'll t1nd rcared in MiLnheill1, wagon and thm; I'e,u.:h ed their 
Wurtembul'g. Germany. :! ~~ (; "'~lli· clestina,lion. Hel'c thcy found 
grated to Americ.~ in 1755. 'rhis but lit.tle sa,\'l! the naliye prairie 
early ancestry was Hoted for i L..<:; and woodland. though a few 
sturdy mental. moral and physi· families hml C')IllC here and 
c",l quaE ties, and fol' its men and stal'teu a settlement some years 
women possessing the highest before. When the colony 1irst 

v('rl/;d in the (!ariy 
the U, B, Church. 
remained a faithf1. 
nearly a half ceo 
his pask'r says "H 
a. faithful aU cOlI 3,1l , 
SCI'ViCl!S. and in t h 
made special error: 
I~nt at prayer 
Sa.bbath School. 
very regular ill 
dC\'Olions. Thus 
life I'i pcued and : 
ycars went slowly 
end \ ... ·3S p eace." 

He haa bl'!(!n \'~ 
some time but. W~ 

ideals of hanoI' and ~ntegricy, (;a.me Mr. Kurtz purcha.sed a lE. r.. SBl 

true types of the old German farm ~n.~ ~t:1r,ted to ~ill. ~l.le ~~~II Mr. Sim mons i : 
Lutheran stock of the Old but ha\ ln~ b!:!en an <lctl\ e bU~I - t.his region ha\'j 
World. These qualities W.el'e lless mo.n III the ea,st he WitS not near Olin, in lto: 
Jlel'cclita.l'Y in Fa,ther KUl' lr. in a satisfied wit.h lcmn-illing on a ca.me t.o Li:::boll 
marked degree and were can, farm a.nd so began to plan fol' n- Fred H oubbold 
spicuo:.lsly Avident t.hroughout diffe rent line of actiyity, .As it shop :\nd has s 
his long and useful life. mca-us to this end he determined here, H e i~ a fir 

In 1838 he was marrieu to Miss to hLY out a to wn and after some 
Esther Hershey, who was also a I investigation decided 011 the 
descendant of the same stock, present site of Li:)ooll and in 
;and was the youngest daughter compa.ny with J\L Hoo\'C'I' and 
·of Hev. Christi:.~n Hershey, J. H. Eb,y. he took the ncc(':-:~ar,Y 
wbose life and council \\' 3S !:iUch steps a.nd laid out the original 
an in spiration to the early town of Lisbon. 

and does a· hi,!: \.:o U! 

good workman ar 
he has Pl'ospt:'l'E'd 
ths fact th~lt. be 
building. He h:; 
room in c0l111C'ctio 
shop fixed \I Jl i I 
st~,lt,. Whell in n settlers of this portion of the He was idcnLitied with the 

C()uutl''y. and who~c gencrositv lil'st business in::Ol.illltiolls :lnd 
" 1 'I in his linC'. ~ i \'t~ h 

and. unselfbh ue\'ol.ion built for Hll 1. the lil'st store lnli ltlilw ill 
this community tho first U. B. \'0\\111. From that. time to:::- the w. II. 1'11, 
'Church in the sta.te. of Iuwa., ;I,nG time o( his dl'~Lth he was closely I MI'. " .. H. The 
ani') of the ea.rliest churches huilt ~clentifi0.d '~'ilh all the public jcct of this skctc 
in the stu.tc by <Llly dcnomiu'Ll.ion. 11l1.:\'e~t.. .... of tht~ tOW.H, Up to the cl'ca.mC'I'Y bll~ : 

l'" tl" Lhc Ume of Ius l'etlrelllent 011 siocrablc portion 
. Jom, . 1I~ unl<j11l ~~.Cl~C born , account oC lh~ inlil'lllitit's of ".!.!'c 11:-'!)O he cal\l ,' lwl't 

mne c hddlC'U, Chol l!'. t'HUl lL I·lte \\·~t:<; contlllllo\l <:I\- int"I"''''''11 II (I , . ~ '- ........ ; I a 011{'" ('nilll' 
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-,in various lines or busin(!S8 be ahou~ tne hOlls!'!, hut on 
t~cti"it.Y. Sa.tul'd~y morning it i)l'eiHflf! 

Ho was the pOSl-ics:-,Ol' of th(~ apparent that tho elm;ing St:f'lJ f! 

flt'f;t. lIoLa.ria.[ commission iiiRucd wa.s ]lCaT IJt hund, ·.,nd on ?\1or..· 
in tho county or Linn. u.nd hrlll da.y ut t horLly \mfot"o 1 p. III. tIl.! 

rlm!"a. A . . Henry C. the commiEision for i~hout rIO pU~iied rver thf! dividing Iju ~ 
)u\'iu H., Elizaboth years g'lving up his commisf;iun mHl WUH lJumbered 110 morc with 
and Samuel A. all on thl) ·!th . or .luly Ifi07 , ],'rom tho Iivi'1g" upon earth. 

. h time to time he has held lle!~rl)' On Mr. Kllrlz'!-> ~C)th, birth day" 

~EER. 

now present WIt. 
n of two, .John H. a.Jt tho clecti\'c offices in the u. family l'cunioll was held to 

-
We ha.\'(~ L} 

in th~ (;iant. . 

ancc anu Dr· t g ift of the Jwoplo of the com· honor thc du.y a tHI t.here wore who prccl!dcti thl~il' 
w shot'es of eternal munity and was u. memuer of th(~ present 7 sonf'i and daughters. ! • 

Seventh Genertl.1 A.t:.;I'iembly of 7 sons rwd ua.l.lght.ert;·in·law, :~~I DetrOIt I 
the stat.e, being thc first Hcpub· grandchildren and 8 great grand· I 
lican member of tho Assembly chilul'en FiO t.hn.t at t.he t.ime of I a CasoJinc S 
e ver elected from this uisLl"ict. his dea.th 11'1'. Kurlz was at tho l ~to\'(~ ; \'ery ( 
'fhis was the bst session of. lhe heau of a. [la.tria-reha\ family. Burll(:rs. and 
Assembly held in Iowa City. One Jrothc!' u.nrl two sisters also l ~(J S~If)I{I 
Throu~hout his entire Iifc he I survive him, these all live 111 1 made of il<; ~ 
was prominent in poliUeal J....anca8ter Count.y PCl1 nsyl va.n ia.. We ai!-;() lIa 
matters a.nd always act.ive in the With the passing of Fathcr S to\"c~. 

HOT \YEA 
the Gasolin(; 

Sec us for 

ca.use of good citiz;enship . He Kurtz one more of t.he links that 
wa.') a st.cn.dfust (oe of the liquor bind the past to the "present is 
traffic u.nd 0.von in the early days gone. Of those who were heaus 
was active fol' iL.<.; suppression. of famili~s in the first colony 
About 1857 he was the cust()dian I that (:11me to Lisbon only one, 

I of t.he liquor confiscated her:.:: and J . H. Eby, of Ceda.'· Rapids. is 
it was in his yard t.h,~t the 1i'1uo1' now left, Of those who ha\'c , 

I 
was afterward uestroyed. The seen the whole development of ! 
influence thn.t hi! leaves is one Lisbon but fow are left antl thej --===-"----
that counts (or uprightness rmd ea.rly days <11"0 b(~ginning to Sf!cm ~.~~~ 
mora.lity, and the impl'css of bis like h istory of former limes 4""' 
character will long be felt in t.he nLLber than as n\'ents in which 
municipa.llife of Lisbon. the city the present had a. r,~rt. 'l'he "-
of his founding. I city i;;; uroughl; to rc~li7.c thM it I 

Fa.t,hol' KUl'Lz was a ma.n who ' is mOl'C than a gencration old. : 
always h;J.d the respect a.nd con- j Rut t.hn impress of the slurdy 
fiden~c o( the enlil'~ communit.y . j cimraetcrs s:lCh I~S Fal~ler Kurtz 
and 10 t.he earlier da.ys his I has been wdp.hbly unpressed 
wisdom und council W;LS consl:.~nt· I upon tho life o( the cit\- and wilt 
Iy sought in t.11f! scU.lemont of : rema.ill. ~ 
l~ca.l dillicullie:-:: and business [l OUt. 0.( respect to tile founder. 
disagreements. a.nd almost. in· the busmc<;s pla.r.p.s of the city 
vari,Lhly t.hc · d(~cision givl'u was were !.~ll C)Of;CU. during the ~ 
sat.isfactory to both' }Ji.UiLics who funer;~1 c;'.:rvkes 
would compJy wit.h t.he terms or Tho obsequies were condu(~!('d ' 
the verdict. rendered u.nd t.hus by He ..... W. I. DeaLt.,}' D. D. pas· 

__ ~. __ ._ _ .. __ seLL/I") t.he cl'!esl.ion •. tt issue. tor of the U, D. church assi~t(>d 

M!tny lncitlf~IHs al'l! told of the by oth('l" }lIls tOl"S of tht' City 
lhn belO\'{~<1 wir(\ of early d:LYS th:tl illuSI,1'alf' Ulis. churches. 'l'Il('Y ' .... f're condHcted 
'!p<Ll'tf'd fo!' hf!l'I\tel" In religious m;~ttc rs 1~lso Mr. ill t.he Unit('d Bn>thrcn c:hu rch 
lid aftp!, a fl'\\' YI\<Lrs Kurt? was activ('. He was con- which W;Ll') han<isOI1l('i;,>' and 
" "" ~' ,,,1 ;n '1':""'; '''''' 1 \·pr1··,r] i11 t.hf' p;l1'h' r,os :1)1(\ jnin('d apP"opl'iaL(,ly d .... coratrd in .~ 

" I 
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·he belo\'ed wife of 
~p<~rted for her etcI" 
l{l after a fl!w years 
n united in marriage, 
til :Vfrs. Clariss;~ Tu.ft 
';ll1"\ ives h im , She 
rt:c and de"oted wife, 

.. dTection<ttc mothe r. 
s dlH~ much praise for 
s antI repose of the 
. of Mr. Kurth's life. 
r. Ci\tne to Iuwa· with a 
st.urrly Pcnnsyh'i1nia, 
.deu by l{e\'. CIIl istian 
I \.,-\.1(. 'Ph(: eou n lry , 
~w :1 Its rc:-;otll"CeS 
cl and tlw f!Olllpany 
lilt journey ill tr.ving 
If:ir /l0.W home. Th(:y 
thc Ohio in t\;~t boat.-;. 

'"! MissiSSi ppi in stC,L1Il' 
then till:Llly OHI \II\(' 

I 'l' h-i~ was thl' last sc..;silJll of tIll"> II 111 1 'UJ Ilf a patriarchal family , 
Assembly hf!ld ill Iowa City. One :m)th/')' a.nd two histc!I's also l 
'J1hroug-hoIlL his ontin! lif/~ he ~urvive him, 1"('sl! all JiVI! In 
was prominent in politieal La.nclI .. ,citer County Penlltiylvania. 
IIllloUCI'S and alw!t.YH acl.i\'o ill the With th/! passing of Father 
c!\use of good eitir.ensbip. Flu Kurtr. on'! morc of the links that 
was a slC'adfust foe of the li(lll(J1' hind th(~ T)a<;t, to the} prcscnt is 
traflic and even in tho CiLrly da.ys gon,~. Of those who were hcadf:l 
was active fot' its ::;upprcnsion. of fumiJ\(!f; ill the Hrst colony 
About 1857 he wa.s the cllst!)uian I timt (:ame to Lisbon only one. 
oL tho li quor c:.:onfisc,\wd hCf!J ,tnd J. H. Eby, of Ucd a" Rapids. if:; 
it was in his yard tha.t the liquor ' now Icft. Of those who hu\'p 
was afterward destroyed, The ReeD thl""! \?hoJe developmen t of 

!ill S)IIII\I 
wa.de (J f ils to 

the (;u.~{)lin(' 

in fl uence that h/~ leaves is one Lisbon but few are left and the I - -. 
t hat counts for upr ightness and carly days a.l·C beginn i ng to seem ~ •• ".i, 
morality, and the imprcss of hi::; I like history of former times . 
character wlll lon u be felt in the rather than as events in which 

~ 

municipal life of Lisbon, the cit.y the present had a part. 1.'he 
of his found ing . I city is brought; to rel,l-lize that it 

F aLheI' Kurtz was a. man who l is moru th::~n a generation old, 
always l13d the respect and con- But tht'".! impress of the sturdy 
fidence of t he entire community, cha. racters -"uc:.:h as F~ther Kurtr. 
and in the earlier' days his I has been indelibly impressed 
wisdom und council was constant· I upon the life of the city and will 
Iy sought III thc settlement of 1 remain, , 
l~cal difficulties and business I Out ~f respect to the founder, 
dIsagreements, and almost in- the buslDc<';s pla.ces of the eity 
va.riably the>decision given was were all closed during the" 
sa.tisfa-ctorY to both ' panties who funeral ';ctvkes. f 
would comply wiLh the ter ms of The obsequies were conduc t.cd <l
the verdict rendered and thus by R ev. W. 1. Deatty D. D. pas, 
settle t he question at issue. tor of the U. B. church assisted 
Many incidents are told of t,he by other pastors of the Cit,y 
ea.rly days that illustrate this. churches. 'r hey were conducted 

In religious matters also Mr. in the Un ited Brethren ch urch 
Ku r tz was active, He was con- which was handsomely and 
vprted in the early 50s <lond joined appropriately dpcorated In 

the U. B. Chul'ch, of which he harmony with the oCCasSiOll. 

remained !:It fa.ithful member for The 110ral offcrings were also 
nearly a half century. Of this bC<1l1tiful and elaborate. The 
his Pitstl'l' says "He w .. \S always interment t.ook place in t.he 
,\ f(1i~hful '1ttcnda.nt at preaching fumily lot in the Lisbon CemeU·'y. 
services. and in the 1a.I~r years The htrge church in which 'the 1 

made spcci(.lol efforts to be pres· scrviees were held was crowd ed 
fmt at prayer mcelinO' anu 
Sabba,th Schoo' . He w~ <\,1:-;0 by the·relat i\'es and friends from I 
\'ery l'egu];~l' iu his fa.mi ly far and neB,!', who thus came to 
devot.ions . 'rhus his Christian p;'i,y the Ia.st tribute of l'l'spcet ta l 
life ripf'lled anti 1!l:~t.urccl .\:; the one \\'ho had bN'll so wisch' and 
ycal's went slowly by. And thc kindly prominent. fol' .... 0 l~)ng a t 
end was peaee.· ' pcriod of tillle. and whose n"col'd I 

H e hatt been very f(~eblc f0\' in public and pri\'atc lifp Slanrl$ 1 
some time but, was still i\ble to clea)' withollt ~\ :-o;taill. 
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