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rr•v-1- ful <Jefen~e i),.,. ~lrt.ful truitor.q. in. o11lcc un- for 
dt=ar t.he tr~ucherous ~n d i m l;t}dln Buchan- ~~ 

eh. ::.tn. \Vhat ::l. record! Met 
b~n--e. • 
.. igh.t' !\.-lAJ.iY G~\.SDIDATK:., !HJT NO l~Lt&IT'ri.ON. 
m la r -fiuv.- munv :Dcmoetat.it: cu.ndidut~~ for 
nd.id G:;vcrnor o{ low;..;;, ba.v~ De~n ~!ain out- .AJ. 

right :r;in<:.e the !:lCDpt~r Of dO!D.lUiml depo.rt.. Wit: 
~om- cd from tbnt .swc-et.·~c£mt~d orgn.njza.tion in ~l~~ 

1854? The first Me.rtyr on record vras our orb 
fellow-cltlzcnr Cu.rti9 B.u.tes, E~q~t who We 
went. down hor!ie and rid~r n.fter fl pluog- gnru: 
iog ::t=;a~~ut~ mn.dn by Governor GrJ mes 11-nd nLru 

r. 
[lll ty 
!l:ard 

jded hi:1 Anti-Nebra.~kn !~gion. In 1857 tho lfl- !~i 
meut.ed Be1t. ~~- San1nels, l~to F. F. V., nt.&: 

rat '\YaS thrown ov,:.ruOt\rd iu the polit.irul tour- pon 
namcnt by Jadgo R. P. Lowe, of Keokuk.. Wt~c 

vil:Lo {In 1~9, Brigndier C:en~.r~l A.ugu9to~ Crosar f.:.~j 
Dodgu tho Tn\ns ... AlpJne G~ .. w.l1 wn..~ o.u~ mov 

b
, ho reied by the l::lupcrior akiH nnd ga.lll.\n try the~ 
,\.r- or S~\ntnd J. Kil'i{WOOcl. In.l661, Vim. H .. C'or t 

men J..lr{erritt, He~ l\L Bu.mafl!"::!, uud the Lord f{.i~ 1 

.~:~; knovn~ hrJW ronny otl1\:ra, \votn knoekerl SOllie 
into &n cvi:!rlti.8t.in.~ smn.sh b-a K1 rkwood, wl'w 

~ked · "' h Gri rn~s & C'":o. ln 1863, th~ Conpor en tis t.h~~Y ltk v l" .. l 
~ nnth;r Fhr.l:.·~r or .. 'ln""' other 1nan. will rc.- f:.N.!C 

·ow- o,;; ·" ' lJc~\. 
c:~n~a qui ro a cr.rl.i fi cu.te n.rtc!" eloctio-n to show one 

t!-::at thev ever bad a cn.ndida.kl t'or- a o .... ·or- t.Oo 1 
~-onl :nor ~h~r-o t.hn cotnll)Cnl~marrt of Lbu pre~- rJ.on 
v~1- #". 
\cb- cnt ce:ntury t Poor Cop.h J Wo pity 'em-· tt~ ~ 
iu- toe do!-Statc. ..... ~egil'.~r:r. uc;u 

·· --......... • -- !ootl• 
~1~{ rJ•uB PnESID.t::.liT'a SAr.A:rtY.-Prosrdant.: ru1 t..r 
l.t(d Lincoln. hutt not dra.wn his sn~a.:ry for the ly Zu. 
,.,'~"'"~ pn.st yeu.r from the rt"~rcmJu:y. Wben ro- louR 1 
,........... . d ~ l ' + • fo "h n. bla. e::ss, o:1n . t?n.. 1y .~nand~thnL by p~ttmg ~esa.mu abou 

l..lpou ud;...1rc~t. hu would rece•ve nn 1nc::on1e those 
~~rl of allcMt $! 7200-, he replied that hu Lboug:ht. mtL.ic 
r iih the UJ1it.e~ ~tatt:s nooood the nse of the I c..-.;~~ 
Jot- monc~y qa1tc ~ mn~ aB any per.son, nnd &tv6t.: 
ecd bl) w{Juld let lt. rer!Ul.tu.- Wf~ing-wn Tel4- eno~ 

gra:rn. a.oon. . 
our .. ~ .. ··.ml · INF!...UEN''I"'AT.t SnuTU~nN Cr.rrz"n"'las Tla.K ............. 
~.- J"-~~ ]' I 

a.li HfG T..U.F~ 0ATR o:v ALL:EG!A?;CE4~lt l;.:l u. 
of good .sign fOt" th~ Union c~Lusu that sever at 

aid of tb~ nw~L WL·alt~1)~nd. i nftum:a.ial c) Uzcns 
L"D of N orfol.k {\nd vH:Jil ny ha.\o"Q latDiy til-ken 

.. the oat.b of u.Uegin.uce to our Government 1f,; nnrl aro ~:;erving on. jndu.s, &.c. Other citi~ 
vi- zcns of likt1 charuct~r will tako the gam a 

C11urs~ .. -0Jr+ N" Y. HI,;TQf.d. 

2'\w. 
caU..le 
di~P~ 
nuro.t 
the!'C 
!lc!e. 
but. at 
P,e.te 
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li-~-~~ t~- ~;·l~k~l i·~~~~:l~tl i·:·l:~·:.:~r ~; ~r~~: v~;,: l ;~:~~-.] ci: ~ ~r. 0~; 
,.. • . _ t hu lielo~l 

Ermun C.A.V.\.LltY rtrLf •• ~'[he Drt.vcraport tG doul:JI 

· · NetN R!\JR. thnt it ie:tTn~ from tllt· l'.(ljutnnt yc~; 
G I ffi. - l ~ l IH) pl 

e~erri.l ~ -o ~r.l lt&t fnurtrt\ln compnmes havo with t~(; 
T£Jported foa tl dn regtmL!nt. ~·;r\':l~1s, 

B~:N ~r. SA~lGEL!!. a promillent D~mncrn.tic 
pollticinn of thi~ Stnt~, diE!d Rt nubuq•l(' l:u~t 
Sundtly. llo wtt.~ 1\ nnt.i~c of Viq~inf.'l, n.n1l 
wa.~ o.bClu t 40 year=- ol'i nt tl\e t\m~ of hi" 
de.nth. ..!!,. t different timeR he 'l.i<\f'. rc-::mQcti.\'eh· 
a c.'lr!tlidtttr_) ror Gm·Prnor, u. 8. Sc-n.:ltor nnrl 
Congrc~s. but (in '-Cr.ount of the rnin(lrity uf 
his. parly ,n tho Stn.tc fai.!t'd of de.r.1ion in 
eAch Cll£1). In 186{) he W[l~ n ddeg!\te to the 

nmon\\t j 

Ch;,-p.l; 
entitll.!d 1 
vu.nt. }. 
r~\1turu;, 
Ijj,._·~u~n:.'\ 

~ 130. \'\.'i 

t.~·mg. ft:)d 
terums~c · 

ScmJ!Hl I 
o nd p:~y : 
"'•) _J! I~ ' I 
~.:Jo.U\11 • 

~ I Chnrleston Conl"'cntion. rrom 1\ lllngthy oh
itu~ry whi~h nppt!nr~d in the Tim~~ wo m~kc 
the fotzowing extrn.ct: 

11\ll t (\n.tl 
tenant $ 

Thep: 
nrl v:m c.c , 
onel Tl!C~ 
$2\:\.40-
$.180.\0~ 
$3.44:; J 
-tns: $~ 
<::t>p t ,,. er 

I . 

. 
' ' J 

H He hrul hi~; rnnll'i. ll!! nh:o hnd 1\ ~rc~l 
heart. He ~as mngnn.t\imol1~ tC> t.'.:1"C;r\"h(lc\y 
but hims~lf. Be did notn.gr,~c wit.h th~ Un;on 
men on tbn .w.nr qn .. ·s~ion. lJnt h~ nl:-1o had 
a tborou~h r:ontcmpt for nortJ1crn.oorn pOO• 
ple who did not ~ympnthizc with the ~cd~r.a.l 
Government. He <lnc-e told (he wrH1!r thnt 
if Virginill htld Otl1j" rernnin~1l in the Cnif)n 
-' 'llr'auld tf") God th:lt :-.h'-1 had.' he ~:dfl-' he 
~oulrl hllvc l'\OVoc~tlld lha C.1nse with hi5 
whole r;oul ~ bnt n.s it is/ f'f\~ri he 1 T ne,plse 
the Northern. man ~-ho wish the South suc
eess~ I find that they nrc cilhcr politk~n.t 
demngogues or inborn ari~t(}CrtllS. nnu t,y~ 

nnd dotl 
r.teut~nn 
$118.60-
t\\lcry 1\.l 
or (h~ !{:: 

lkeT~ -r~t 
?..~ ~f nj l)t 
r.s Licnlt 

llrivnt :r•nts.' ., 
... • second c 

A c~n!'~r-ipt. jn1=.t from Wihningtnn. N. 0., prmtonnt 
T~ports th~t. within th" IJ:I.~t r~w tltiyc'l, f!CV• l nfnn try1 
en teen lu rgc ~team ~rs h:l vo a.rri ~c1l n.t ll_m t $13 pe-r 
port, b:tvins;~: .run th~ b!ockttflc, lotHl~d n·ith cc-r:o~, :Ult 

:slor~~ f()ro th~ r~hd :lnny, nmong which nre voluutce 
9~.00(} F..n;:;ti<1h ri~!!..~, 1 f),OOO Army hlank~t~1 for cloth 
1 R 1.00.0 r...:-url}'. matlc un\fl.\rrn ii, 2:~.000 ca~e!i • for thu s 
nf ready·m:uh~ n.rmy ~hOt.!'~ . 11 l~nnHHi 'ol't:~ 1 • 

6 rifl·~d eann':ln nf he~-t.\'\7 c:~tiht•c,!} r.::l.r~or-r. (?) DnrHl. i 
of r"'ilrold il"On 1 •nd sltUtrul rncn accomp•ny n~3.!" :\In: 
~h,.:"ll. : klllUlg t&l 
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p1 :!\ C~,. .l ti W 11..1 J "1;! \- 'U..,_I ,H VV'U 1!111"71. l' Jll~ ... a,J .1.1..1 ll..il'\!1 ,X 1 

Mllbe of the Union. hi 

~ Dr, ~ Dego.nd1 ~ Frenoo physician m 
pnJ.scrib-oo IOB in C~3 o-f dipUl.81"lA and all tJJ 

. kindred att~~. He bD.B, thn pflpem sa.y1 })( 

1 used it to:r twelve yoom wi Lb ill variable ~ 
j su •.::·t,~SS. It is n.dm i r..ia t ~rod in fi:aulll pJ ooett tlJ 

1 n1elted in thn mo-uth untH thcpMlent i.e:~ bt 
f icvcd. We wondor iii~ be t.ru~' ll1 

~, 

D£ATR o~ B:EN M. BAH~I..S.-The Ina~ U 
Dobuqua pa~ra infor!n ns of the rleath of 
Ben M. Su.1nueb. E+J w~ born in Par-

Sl 

8~ 

B 
kersburg, Virginiat in Decombcrt 1823,_ re- oJ 
moved to Iowa in 1847~ .ond baa Bincc been e.1 
a promin-ent n.nd very popclar mnn in this * 
8tatcJ ba.ving rcpre~ent.sd Dubuqu~ oottnty 01 
in tho Legislature, boea. a. candlaa.t.a for p) 
Governor ttnd. ror CI>Dg~B. Mr. &mnels d~ 
w a.3 "' con p;on i oJ ;I oorn pn.n i ona ble lll.8J) and tt 

t{l 
a fino ~pcah:er~ tr 
~The com pa.ny for tlJ c Elr.;ht.h r own b ( 

I Cav:.~lry rer.rnitiog in Louisa. Coun~y by r~ 
~ Moasrs .. Isett .and Robinson fu abau'- full. t l: 
~ Tllo n1n.jor p14rt of tho oompany will ate.tot u 
far ))H..,f(!I.Jpr..rt to-day. w 

d~ 
~ ... Tb~ :r..rotJJodiat. Ct1.mp Mooting com.. m 

n1oi100A nt tho old camp gt"Ound about 1.-hroo t.b 
n1i l~A north of Mt... P1enannt, on to-dRy t ~~ 
Tb.uraua.y, Aug-ust ro. Wo nro told thp.t s. flt 

hoo.rding tent. "will bo kept .for th-o benotit or lo 
'hos c w b I) xnay not wia b to t.t;!n t.. sl1 

p-- It i.e ro_p41rood thst Gim. B.oeoorabs ls "tc 
moving fonrard, ana thai &omotbing Wlll lr. 
be- '!hoard to. fall' tin h.ia vielnlty ye.ry noon. b~ 
Newa frO:&:n him. :AI. uow ••ooal.r'Rlw•d..".....- t1 

:&lQugh aiJiL w 
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Recollections and Sketches 
of Notable Lawvers and 

Public Men of Early Iowa 

Belonging to the First and Second 
Generations, with Anecdotes and 
Incidents Illustrative of the Times 

By 
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For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
,fits Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 
~eports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life."- SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON. 

"Personal anecdotes , when characteristic , greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography."-SAMUEL SMILES. 

DES MOINES 
THE HOMESTEAD PUBLISHING CO, 
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He was for a time prosecuting attorney, and was· generally active in civil affairs. 

He diverged into railroad enterprises and spent a good deal of his time in Wash

ington pressing his projects before Congress. During the war he was engaged with 

the Sanitary and Christian Commission, and subsequently spent a good deal of his 

time at the national capitol. He was quite successful in his enterprises, but other 

men reaped most of the profits of his labor, and his latter days were not passed under 

affluent circumstances. William Graham says that John Deery always claimed that 

Thomas was the original of Colonel Mulberry Sellers in Mark Twain's "Gilded 
Age." 

I may here remark that in the decade of 1850 to 1860 a number of young, 

talented and ambitious lawyers came to Dubuque, sorne of whom remained but a 

short time, and afterward became distinguished elsewhere. Among them Mr. Gra

ham mentions Wheeler H . Peckham, who became a prominent New York lawyer 

and was nominated by President Cleveland as one of the Judges of the Supreme 

Court of the United States, but the Senate, which was largely Republican, refused 

to confirm the appointment. (His brother, Rufus Peckham, was subsequently more 

successful.) Another was George Shiras, who, after a year in Dubuque, returned 

to Pittsburg and finally became one of the Judges of the United States Supreme 
Court. Another was William Windham, Secretary of the United States Treasury. 

Another was Judge Tripp, Judge of the Supreme Court of Dakota. Another was 

Joseph A . Chapline, who came from Virginia and for a lime was a member of the 

firm of Barker, Barney, Chapline & Dillon, the head being Judge Winslow T. 
Barker. Chapline was a presidential elector on the Republican ticket in 1 860, and 

after the State of West Virginia was organized returned there and became one of 

its Supreme Judges. Another was John T. Lovell, who practiced in Dubuque for 

some years, but after the outbreak of the Civil War returned to Virginia, where, 

after serving in the Confederate army, he devoted himself lo newspaper work, served 

in the Senate of Virginia, and at the time of his death was one of the influential 

politicians of his native State. Another was Judge Henry T. Seamans, who studied 

law in the office of William Graham at Bellevue in Jackson County, and subse
CJUently was United States Circuit Judge of the Seventh Circuit. 

Benjamin M. Samuels, Platt Smith, Fredericle E. Bissell. 

It may be properly said and without overpraising, that these three men possessed 

extraordinary ability, and natural talents of the first order . Ben M. Samuels, as he 

was familiarly called, was not only a great lawyer, but a great orator. I heard him 

make a speech in the old courthouse at Ottumwa in 1 85 7 , when he and Ralph 

P. Lowe were the candidates of their respective parties for Governor. I have heard 

many fine orators, but I never listened to such powerful eloquence as I heard from 

Samuels on that occasion. In person he was an Adonis, tall, commanding. hand

>ome. Next to Edward Johnstone, of Lee County, he was the most kingly man 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

in the Stale. His speech on the occasion referred to was replete with splendid and 

stirring outbursts of eloquence. On the way down from the courthouse after the 

close of the speech I walked along with Charles Lawrence, a prominent merchant 

of Ottumwa at that time, and a staunch Republican . He said to me in substantially 

these words: 

King Agrippa said to Paul. ,;Almost thou persuades! me to be a Christian:" 
so I can say of SauJUe!s. that he almost persuaded me to b<" a Democrat, and if I 
had been call ed upon to Yote under th e ,; pe!l of his elo(]uence. I fear I should ha,·e 
cast it in hi s faYor for Ool'ernor. 

I remember distinctly the dramatic closing of that speech: 

On this platform of pl'in<'iples we firmly stand. Let us pre,;s ron1·ard to 
victory. Ir lYe fail. let us go down with our drums beating and our Hags ftyin~. 

He seemed like some great commander standing aloft on the deck cheering his 

men to the combat. 

He was then thirty-four years of age. He was naturally convivial and. not

withstanding his majestic bearing, his kindly manner put everybody at ease. He 

was a delegate to the Baltimore Presidential Convention in 1 860. I happened to 

be going east and was on the same train with him. In consequence of a wreck 

the train was obliged to halt for some hours between stations. Many of the pas

sengers got off and seated themselves on an embankment, engaging in conversation 

to pass the time away. It so happened that I was seated next to him. I was 

then a young lawyer of no particular importance, but we engaged in conversation. 

Learning that I was from Iowa and had heard him at Ottumwa, he became so kindly 

in his whole bearing as to put me entirely at my ease and convince me beyond ques

tion that he was a noble and kindly gentleman. 

In collecting data for this work I interviewed many years ago a number of people 

who had been personally acquainted with Samuels, among others judge Austin 

Adams, of Dubuque, then one of the Judges of the State Supreme Court. On the 

6th of November, 1882, judge Adams and myself traveled together from Chicago 

lo Des Moines, and in the course of our conversation he gave me his views and 

estimate of Mr. Samuels. of which I made notes in my memoranda book that now 

lies before me. He told me that Samuels was not only a man of surpassing elo

quence-full of stirring "bursts"-but a great lawyer as well. Using his own lan

guage: 

HP co ulrl argu e to the court a legal qu e!ition ll'ith tuore ('O!ll'incing force and 
(' l earu es ~ than an)· man I e1· er heard . H e had a fine l e~ al lllind and was natura!l~· 
a gr~a l lall·,·p r and thinl;er as we ll a s ora tor. 

jud ge Adams also said that after his old partner, Joel Blatchley, had removed 

to California he wrote to him that there were a good number of able lawyers and 

strong men in San Fran cisco, but none that he had yet heard could equal Samuels 

~ in the force and clearness with which he would argue a [ega[ question. From this 
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/i 1·. 1 I 11.1.1·.1 · I / I 1\:--- \ ·' /l C' /, I : I I · Ill .:-

1t 1\'d!IJc ' CC II th a t .)amuei s \\·a, no t only a grea t ad,oca te, but a great juil ' l ;.:. we ll, 
;1n d such wa s the united tes tinwn) of h,, co mpee rs. 

It 1s s t1 a ngc tha t ol a man so great!)· distinguished so litt lr hcts been sd id, es

pectally m regard to his early history, by Iowa biographers and fllstonan s. No 

men t1on is m ;, de of hHn in ·1 uttl e's History of Iowa. 1876. nor m the L'nit ed S tates 

Biographical DictiO nary for Iowa , 1878. nor 111 Cue's Ht story o f Iowa , nor in any 

ot he r p ub lication I ha' e been able to find. exce pt the in c id en tal mentions which will 

b e hereafter re ferred to , m the ~~pri l , 1885. n um ber o f the Iowa H is torical H ecord , 

<~nd in the April. 1867 . number of the Old .. ~nnals of Iowa. I a m a b le, hr) wever , 

lo gn e the followtn g o utlin e del'lved throu gh th e med ium o f friends of the fa mily. 

~ - 1 c was a nativ e o f Virginia, born at P arkersb ur g 111 1823, making him at his de

cease within a frac tion of forty years of age . H e was educa ted at Lexm g ton Col

lege, Virgmta,. studied Ia \\ ·with hts uncl e. Jud ge Samuels . a t Woodstock, and was 

a dmitt ed to th e bar wtJen but twenty-one years of age . In the fall of 184 7 he re

moved to Io w a a nd opened a law oflice in Dubuqu e. in w hich slate and cou nty 

honors were generously bes towed. He was a member o f the L egislat ure in 1854. 
In 185 7 he was nomin a ted by the D emoc rat ic ~ tate Convent ion for Co,·ernor and , 

alt ho u gh ti lt' S t;; te " ·as IMge ly R epublican. th,. ma jori ty "'" ' re duced to three thou

~and. He w as selec ted as a delega te to the Nat ion;; ! Conn: n tion in l 8o(l <ntd dis

tmg Uished hun self b\' hi s eloq uent ild\ ocacy of th e D ouf;(la s cause. Thl' '"me yea r 

ire w;;s unanrm o usly nomma ted for ( Oll !;(ie.<> .t ga in.<t his o ld Ia"· partne:. General 
\ 'a nd"' n. Ht· died August 6, 1863. 

In ronciusiOn. I d es ire to bneHy rei tr to the pohttcal e\ ents and th e perso nal 

mentions connect ed the re wi th before referred io. The iirst relates to !m elec tion to 

the H o use of the Fifth General Assernb l.v, whtch met a t Io w a Ci ty , D ecem ber 4. 
1854. A writ er in th e number of tlw Io w a His torica l R ecord , befor" refe rred to . 
lll g n 1ng a g limpsf of it s personnel of him. says: 

:-;ctllt il v ls_ ti JHil t ll t:• n 11 11knun-u Ollt~id.-. or' f )Hl 'lll.!lh·. :--:oo 11 ill fl}ghf:--- uf urato rr . 
.-;ua rPc! to rl isii JJl·tio n . HP ll'a,; uf ~t riking- persona l app paraiJ<'P. ll' it i'r a tall. athl e tl r 
'un n . a 'IJrooth·,hal· e n. o\·aJ faeP. and bro11·n hair. and \\·r,ri• a ~ll'a!lfl\l'·tai1 b lu e 
C'fl <J t . \\'itlJ b r ass hurrons. an d brO I\'11 ne the r ga rlll t' ll l~. Hi ,; <·lear. <IF>l i lwrat e ro rnl 
"r ~i'f'<' t ·h dt· li,·en·:l ' lo11·Jy. ll! l1 \\'ith o ut h•cs i l ari un. rnul ll'ith nn <dr of , ·o ntitl e n c ~ 
:JrHI c:uJ fi <r r r·an it- 11 •·on1· i<'rio n Pl·en fur H ,;oph i sJtl. H e \\·as t oo \I' Pi! " •!D ipp ed as a 
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arrangement and expression, there was remarkable finish to his sentences, giving 
even to his extemporaneous efforts the character of well matured and thoroughly 
digested speeches. And especially of that magnetism of manner which allures and 
fastens attention, elicits sympathy and carries a crowd, he was redundantly 
possessed. All in all, he was a tower of strength to the Democratic cause at 
that day. 

The last important political event of his life was in being elected as a delegate 

to the National Democratic Convention of I 860. He warmly espoused the cause 

of Stephen A. Douglas. The extreme southern men were insistent in their demands 

that the platform should recognize the constitutional right of the slaveholder to take 

and settle with his slave in any territory of the United States. This demand the 

great mass of northern Democrats would not accede to, and Mr. Samuels knew it 

would be fatal to his party if acceded to . His splendid presence, powerful argu
mentation and masterful eloquence challenged the admiration of every member of 

the Convention and made him a national figure. But the southern delegates would 

not yield, and a portion of them withdrew from the Convention. The Convention 

itself adjourned from Charleston to meet in a few weeks at Baltimore. Here, what 

was intended to be a compromise platform was adopted under the lead of Mr. 

Samuels and Henry B. Payne of Ohio."" But it was not satisfactory to the south

ern wing; the dissatisfied delegates organized a separate Convention and nominated 

John C. Breckenridge, thus dividing the party and making the election of Mr. Lin

coln a foregone conclusion. The result was deeply disheartening to Mr. Samuels, 

and when the flames of Civil War burst forth he sank into a despondency from . which 

he never rallied, and in a little more than two years he was laid in his grave, when 

he had scarcely reached his prime. 

Plait Smith developed through different stages, from a poor uneducated boy to 

. one of the ablest lawyers of the Iowa bar. He was born in the State of New York 
in 1 81 3. He was reared and worked on his father's farm. Until he was four

teen there was no school in the district. After the establishment of one, he attended 

enough to enable him to read. On leaving school he engaged on a small scale in 

merchandising, in which he failed during the financial panic of 1 8 3 7. He then ap

plied himself to learning the art of a millwright, paying his expenses with whatever 

else he found to do. At the age of twenty-six, in 1839, he emigrated to Jackson 

County, in the Territory of Iowa, where he resided for some years in the family 

of John E. Goodenow. While there a claim controversy arose between two settlers, 

and young Smith, who had come to be recognized as a man of parts, undertook to 

represent one of them in the trial before a justice of the Peace. A jury was called 

in the case, and after the evidence was closed Smith made a speech and the jury re

turned a verdict in favor of the settler he represented. The skill he exhibited in 

both the trial and the argument gave him a sudden reputation for ability and he 

was persuaded to study law, which he commenced to do after obtaining some books 

' nlainP's TII'Pnty YPars in ('ongrPss . \'ol. 1. 1fi2 . 
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Name: Benjamin Mayberry SAMUELS 
Sex: M 
Birth: 21 DEC 1823 in Parkersburg, WOOO County, Virginia 
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Frank R. Maybeny's notes copied from emails received from Sherry Johnson see email address below. 

Ben Mayberry Samuels Obituary 

Posted by Sherry Johnson <shenjo@teflet.edu> on SUn, 07 Feb 1999 

Surname: SAMUELS, PENNYBACKER, BYRD, MAYBERRY 

Death of Ben Mayberry Samuels- The death of this prominent citizen occurred at two o'ckx:k on the morning of Sunday, the 16th 
inst. 
Ben Mayberry Samuels was born in Parkersburg, Wood County, Virginia, on the 21st of December, 1823. He entered lexington 
College in the same State, from which he graduated with the honors of his dass in three years thereafter. He immediately 
commenced the study of law with Judge Samuels, in Woodstock, and was admitted to practice at the bar in 1844. He emigrated 
to Iowa in the fall of 1847, and oommenced the practice of his profession in Dubuque. He soon gained a reputation for ability and 
eloquence.. and his practice became very extensive. He became note:! as an advocate, and the defense in the most important 
criminal trials in the county was entrusted to him. In 1855 he entered the political arena, having for years been a Democrat, and 
was elected member of the legislature. About this tine he also served as a member of the Conmon Coundl of this dty. He soon 
became a prominent leader- c:J the Democratic party in Iowa. His brilrlant oratory, his noble looking person, and his genial social 
manners, won for him a popularity that has been enjoyed by but few of his party in this State, and in 1857 he was unanimously 
nominated for Governor of the State by a Democratic Convention. 

The year before, the Republican party had triumphed in the State with over seven thousand ma;>rity; consequently his prospects 
of success were discouraging. But his sanguine mind thought his election possible, and he entered the campaign with a brave 
front. His fonn was tall, his person well shaped, and his appearance on the ptatform imposing. He possessed a splendid voice for 
either forensic debate or political speaking. He had a remarlcabte rommand of language. His manner was deliberate at first, but as 
he wanned with his subject, he became impassioned, his gestures vehement:,. yet always graceful, e~ery word came out dear and 
full, (he never paused for one,) and he deHghted in beautiful similes and ~lustrations . Of course, with all these qualifications, his 
name went before him, and wherever he was announced ID address the people, crowds flocked ID hear hin. His election to the 
gubernatorial seat was a moral impossibility, yet he secured many votes whK:h would have been given to his opponent had he not 
run, and he came nearer being eJected than any other man in his party to a State office since the Republicans came into pJwer. 
He at that time probably gained the reputation of being the mast eloquent stump speaker in the State. 

A United States Senator was ID be chosen at the following session of the LegisLature, and Mr. Samuels received the vote of his 
party in the legisLature for the office. In 1860 Mr. Samuels was seiected as one of the delegates tx> the Charieston Convention, 
and was we belieVe, Chainnan of the Iowa delegation. The excitement in the convention ran high. Eloquent speeches were made, 
but none were more eloquent than the one he made when he introduced the only pacifying resolution which received any 
attention in the body. He attracked [sp]the attention of the delegates, and the New England men invited him to go with them and 
address their ronstituents. He did so and spoke in Fanueil HaH and in Portland ID immense audiences. Here he reached his 
culminating point. From those days may be dated the commeocement of his wane. He attended the Baltimore Convention, sttxxl 
by Douglas there, and stood by him throughout the campaign of 1860. 

In 1860 also he received the nomination c:J his party for Congress. Of course he knew defeat was inevitabe under the 
drcumstances, and he did not make any great efforts to avert it. 
Time passed on unbl some eighteen months ago, when his health began to decline. Consumption, the destroyer of his famity, 
seized him; and uttimatety caiTierl him to his grave. Yesterday afternoon he was buried. A large conrourse of people assembled 
inside and in front of his residence on Iowa street, and listened with great inter& to the remarics which Rev. Geo. W. Brindle, his 
spiritual adviser during his approach to the tomb, had to make concerning him. A long train of friends followed him with solomn 
music of a band, to his resting place. 

He had his faults. He also had a great heart. He was magnanimous to erery txxty but himseJf. He did not agree with the Union 
men on the war question. But he also had a thorough contempt for northem-OOm peop4e who did not sympathize with the Federal 
Government. He oncetnkf the wrtterthat if Virginia had onty remained in the Union- "woukt to God that she had,' hesaid- "he 
would have advocated the cause with his who~ soul; but as it is,'' said he, '"I despise the Northern men who wish the South 
success. I find that they are either political demagogues or inborn arist:oc::rnts and tyrants." 
But, Ben M. Samuels sleeps in his grave. There let his body rest-may his many virtues carry his soul to heaven. 

Source: Dubuque Daily Times [Dubuque, Iowa], Tuesday morning, August 18, 1863, p. 1. 

Note: Ben Mayberry Samuels was the son of Joseph H. Scmueis, and Catherine Pennybacker Mayberry. Joseph Samuels a 
prominent lawyer of Shenandoah County and the grandson of Isaac Samuets, a magistrate of that same place. Joseph Samuels 
married Catherine Pennybacker Mayberry in Wood County, where Ben M. Samuels was born. The family returned to Samuels's 
native Shenandoah County by 1830, where Joseph H. Samuels practiced law with his brothel". Ben read law in the office of his 
uncle Judge Green Beny Samuels at Woodstock before removing to Iowa. 
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Mother: catherine l?ennybacker MAY~ERRY b: 9 APR 1794 in Belleville, Wood Co., Va 
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• ID: 11635 
• Name: Benjamin Mayberry SAMUELS 
• Sex: M 
• Birth: 21 DEC 1823 in Parkersburg, Wood County, Virginia 
• Note: 

Frank R. Mayberry's notes copied from emails received 
from Sherry Johnson see email address below. 

Ben Mayberry Samuels Obituary 

Posted by Sherry Johnson <sherrjo@tenet.edu> on Sun, 
07 Feb 1999 

Surname: SAMUELS, PENNYBACKER, BYRD, 
MAYBERRY 

Death ofBen Mayberry Samuels--The death of this 
prominent citizen occurred at two o'clock on the morning 
of Sunday, the 16th inst. 
Ben Mayberry Samuels was born in Parkersburg, Wood 
County, Virginia, on the 21st of December, 1823. He 
entered Lexington College in the same State, from which 
he graduated with the honors of his class in three years 
thereafter. He immediately commenced the study oflaw 
with Judge Samuels, in Woodstock, and was admitted to 
practice at the bar in 1844. He emigrated to Iowa in the 
fall of 1847, and commenced the practice of his profession 
in Dubuque. He soon gained a reputation for ability and 
eloquence, and his practice became very extensive. He 
became noted as an advocate, and the defense in the most 
important criminal trials in the county was entrusted to 
him. In 1855 he entered the political arena, having for 
years been a Democrat, and was elected member of the 
Legislature. About this time he also served as a member of 
the Common Council of this city. He soon became a 
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prominent leader of the Democratic party in Iowa. His 
brilliant oratory, his noble looking person, and his genial 
social manners, won for him a popularity that has been 
enjoyed by but few of his party in this State, and in 1857 
he was unanimously nominated for Governor of the State 
by a Democratic Convention. 

The year before, the Republican party had triumphed in 
the State with over seven thousand majority; consequently 
his prospects of success were discouraging. But his 
sanguine mind thought his election possible, and he 
entered the campaign with a brave front. His form was tall, 
his person well shaped, and his appearance on the platform 
imposing. He possessed a splendid voice for either 
forensic debate or political speaking. He had a remarkable 
command of language. His manner was deliberate at first, 
but as he warmed with his subject, he became 
impassioned, his gestures vehement, yet always graceful, 
every word came out clear and full, (he never paused for 
one,) and he delighted in beautiful similes and 
illustrations. Of course, with all these qualifications, his 
name went before him, and wherever he was announced to 
address the people, crowds flocked to hear him. His 
election to the gubernatorial seat was a moral 
impossibility, yet he secured many votes which would 
have been given to his opponent had he not run, and he 
came nearer being elected than any other man in his party 
to a State office since the Republicans came into power. 
He at that time probably gained the reputation of being the 
most eloquent stump speaker in the State. 

A United States Senator was to be chosen at the following 
session of the Legislature, and Mr. Samuels received the 
vote ofhis party in the Legislature for the office. In 1860 
Mr. Samuels was selected as one of the delegates to the 
Charleston Convention, and was we believe, Chairman of 
the Iowa delegation. The excitement in the convention ran 
high. Eloquent speeches were made, but none were more 
eloquent than the one he made when he introduced the 
only pacifYing resolution which received any attention in 
the body. He attracked [sp]the attention of the delegates, 
and the New England men invited him to go with them 
and address their constituents. He did so and spoke in 
Fanueil Hall and in Portland to immense audiences. Here 
he reached his culminating point. From those days may be 
dated the commencement of his wane. He attended the 
Baltimore Convention, stood by Douglas there, and stood 
by him throughout the campaign of 1860. 

In 1860 also he received the nomination of his party for 
Congress. Of course he knew defeat was inevitable under 
the circumstances, and he did not make any great efforts to 
avert it. 
Time passed on until some eighteen months ago, when his 
health began to decline. Conswnption, the destroyer of his 
family, seized him, and ultimately carried him to his 
grave. Yesterday afternoon he was buried. A large 
concourse of people assembled inside and in front of his 
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residence on Iowa street, and listened with great interest to 
the remarks which Rev. Geo. W. Brindle, his spiritual 
adviser during his approach to the tomb, had to make 
concerning him. A long train of friends followed him with 
solomn music of a band, to his resting place. 

He had his faults. He also had a great heart. He was 
magnanimous to every body but himself. He did not agree 
with the Union men on the war question. But he also had a 
thorough contempt for northern-born people who did not 
sympathize with the Federal Government. He once told 
the writer that if Virginia had only remained in the Union
- "would to God that she had,' he said--"he would have 
advocated the cause with his whole soul; but as it is," said 
he, "I despise the Northern men who wish the South 
success. I find that they are either political demagogues or 
inborn aristocrats and tyrants." 
But, Ben M. Samuels sleeps in his grave. There let his 
body rest--may his many virtues carry his soul to heaven. 

Source: Dubuque Daily Times [Dubuque, Iowa], Tuesday 
morning, August 18, 1863, p. 1. 

Note: Ben Mayberry Samuels was the son of Joseph H. 
Samuels, and Catherine Pennybacker Mayberry. Joseph 
Samuels a prominent lawyer of Shenandoah County and 
the grandson of Isaac Samuels, a magistrate of that same 
place. Joseph Samuels married Catherine Pennybacker 
Mayberry in Wood County, where Ben M. Samuels was 
born. The family returned to Samuels's native Shenandoah 
County by 1830, where Joseph H. Samuels practiced law 
with his brother. Ben read law in the office of his uncle 
Judge Green Berry Samuels at Woodstock before 
removing to Iowa. 
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Josepll H_QI!~ Se~muels 
B: 1786 

~ 
Greenhope, Virginia 

M: 22 May 1812 -
Virginia 

.1Q 

Elizabet:h Pel'lllY~CIC::ker 

c....§_ r--

Ben~inJ.,ayberry~C~muel~ 
B: 21 Dec 1823 

Parkersburg, Wood County, Virginia J..!_ 
D: 18 Aug 1863 

Dubuque, Dubuque County, Iowa 

I I 

Unk_n_own 
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George Mayberry 

,§. B: abt 1758 
Ireland r--

M: 1790 
Shenandoah County, Virginia 

._g 

C_ath~_rine Pe11nvbac::ker 
c2 r-taybern f--

B: 9 Apr 1794 
Belleville, Wood Co., Va 

Qirck _J)enn..}'backer 
B: 1 Jan 1736/37 

14 . . 

D: 15 Feb 1802 
Phihdalphia Pennsylvama .. 

Rebecca p~nnybacker 
Virginia 

M: 3 Mar 1756 

,_!_ 
B: abt 1762 Pennsylvania 
D: r--

Belleville, Wood County, Va 

H_ann~h De Haven 

~ 
B: 1737 .. 
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