Standard Porm Por Members of the Legislature

Name of'Representativegi;nnai&;ﬁlujﬁ;‘j'zhu%ém%LSenator

\ Jo o - MR el W

2. Marriage (s) date place

3. Significant events for example: T
A. Business U 71t L 4 fa 'A%//gqej, Lo Lttrnries togbd i
4 Z A

ﬁ%ﬁ@%ﬁﬁm,&Qﬁmxu77uf;&J:wfﬁxw;ﬂ;”ﬁ;,'Zi latar/ reksesns

77 7

¢

B. Civic responsibilities

C. Profession«)ﬁq@%ga/

. ~ -
4. Church membership /éu4é¥:af

P
/24

5. Sessions served ,5#ﬁégﬁu»4é [t tanrdd /857

6. Public Offices

z(,X

A. LO\CRI//‘//,;/I‘ AL 'Z'?-'c/‘":»ﬂ/(,gg,[,?y;: i put Cisstongd + L0 o stoid Sy

4{;_:i~ s o LEB U

(/
B. State

. 5 50 7 4 4 4 wf A s .
C. Nationa ]_Qg (60 2.t :ted fo Lyl of 4 o/ gitees Y Aoy i (7.
@/} Luiton v d —tlan /’ﬁ .’, ,j . e Ala VY.

) ) 5 § : {: , . / ,,”§ ; /\) . ’ ~ / f )
p g Death/zZﬁgﬂﬁké:,an$;uha Lrivad t oarriedp B T Al Lo ilery it g et
> 3 o =] (/ 7
// ) /7 7 ) ) 4 S
. 0%, pe A Y PY o / T LS / / ¢
8. Children /%0N/A@,f 4(~v2/a  Ltrgrririn S, (frrr Ll vt and st ale /],

/ / ’ (,/,/ ¢ 7

9. Names of parents O\)/{,[” ‘Z/L‘u Lol (e llioh v g '{Qa'/’ar oy \\;;_:_4‘ G ak

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



SamuedS, Benamin Pllgy berty

10.Education

11. Degrees

12.

o V2 2 »
’ 'Lf}ﬁé{:‘ oy / f,-(f' s LS /'{j///J 4t jﬁ ‘;é_s, 4:/)! 5 4

/8

i (56T Hz &fjwnﬁm~wh£'”mWW*ftu;

7,
Lot

Wy

#”12*/\?‘ 3 s “'/ . dﬁﬁms{wy"
/A f

‘ 'l’{' ) P g 43 i s - - A d 2] »
- /f Fridw !/f ; {:‘{f 12" Pluo ./, i ¥ «Kz/w&aj,h rn.,c/,l.lé ‘»(é,’,{{f{.»i".ﬁ,,: Lo jglew ({A i

e A dix /« (’?’ s HO,

L}
’
[/ Vi ‘f b
L A e A pasiped
-‘/ZL/&/}WJ/ Lot 1,///3yf/ (/?"4.({( P '”AZ: = o IS S ({» '(}l//:“ veed
/ 7 &
7/

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



Samuels, Ben@amin Paybery

Sources Log For Legislation Entries

Applicability

Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained

. p
CE%]&/4,r"cﬂzﬁ’/Q(hﬂéau’ *»/ wﬁd / ¢é@4gwu,«.(xﬁww
& Vi m 3 7

JQM MR /4./,4//.5/

“/
L )

A/ / /. ,,-’ 71 4 .
(/0% ér'(», % (e / /</r/./ / w'/ /“ﬁ; ' LAt e s _/’/"'f/«(f

_v’ J

./1
/J'L;/A v /

%'/f;’/’ﬁ/—“@ i % L/// A ’) / ﬂ%’é ,{j ' f _" “” /L:; Y 4 ( f' oo ,;’;‘,

4 _ . 2 . -
J_ﬂ/ ?\ / /% 5 ,/ ) 7 of ﬂ»p{ )// ) ., /7L 3 P /o,

4 \

y |

~ A A , (2 / . y / sdd; 7 24 |

- /‘f”\/ Y, 1 [ 1 ¢ £, ia T rre wida s 44 t\ 0 W el 177 )
) T { 7 ‘ 3

/ 4 s p e . \
— L J ﬁff WO Coml mizigeceds &2 Stor 2O ”"«’/)

(
L

.'y(’ ) oy, 4 \‘

PV e P /
/‘//,)'/ rolsid, [.’J"}\ / d 1124 . ,L
;5
/

4 &(/d o
; s I . / . =
= ) X / AL i . Vo A ) N i ~ s /\ Y P
> ¢//m.' ¢ Llornid) 2.4 «ZJ A2 # Ll /! a[ i R i /ol s (1
V) S f/s & N e
é—”&‘/(ﬁ A b B b JIe2 g, QFE =L
-

e E 7

¢ (

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa



LT lv‘vlr‘ l‘n?
sral puendsnoa
MRS, D, g

i)

| Bepsrallug OUTRrIVIES [BT BUU WIUT LTI Vg sorv e g "
| Swte iwt{-vwl tong Wilh us bright ;ns ru»a of , | o j Lo
!lboao fQ‘ - ‘ | , m.AqU.KR ; Qt‘ B sar=—Ye d'd not {hear of
;'lus!-ruport 1 were at 1014 for {

i . By sucrigu 20 b

1" | 5
A lant: | ‘ l b A falr bid cro
a8t ‘Td. f‘“ Fmg. -.‘*l}ﬁ'mo huu bA uxm The| death | Molnssent—d 1:30(- z}mt
: vd ¢t lock on th Lo list slles repa . of wn
,hat ‘of th% s ro;nln ut d“: uloc;ui i wo\ € A o the ‘ g{\txn. wuv at 40c lo&
o {det or_ || mording of Bugday; the 1th fast. Flonr—The markdt fa véby d

i 1] 1| Bop M. Fam onwubhmiu Pm:msbm1 W'ood(}onn-° icaafﬁ.mtl~ {f;rinaé, ;}Q:dbet
- | thJitgiuta, ol tbe. 21st o TDecembor. 185 me cor | 8 buve stlil farth ¢ declin

‘ "l demnand 'at §7 75
o Leiing or C&lago in the sams @St.u frhw @30 for gooy g?.;n extra.

[ which|be grnd ated wh!, thin thorl of hip ¢lnu { thres | brisiwere pold n'numo var)

: jhn herelfto .. He immediately comme dod tte-m.dy utﬁ‘\’oﬁ’; dln 1;“‘:3 65@
bf, law wuh rJuhga Samueln, iuT“roodatoc £, aud | wesad- | | I(sed—- 1 mg, vm .,*m‘
uhttedtop actice at the bar in 1844 N4 ehli"mtgd to | little corr {nd oats there was ¢
| Toéwa in'tde fall of lSl.,and commgénded the pnc:iée{’or, :gg"m‘::‘:“m T?:‘:’;l:n:‘:
hhpx‘o(eui n in Lubugue. He Boon gnnedp reputa- : ﬁ’”‘ bushel
.ﬂ njtor ability .and eloquenée, hEd his psc'u:o 'became puit 'brt 80 pér
¥BTY eXionsive. ug beLame noted as an odrwfto,nnd | i ‘ ti : g::e ‘z“'t
‘t ) «}icl’em?eA n the lﬁloﬂt lmport* t crimina ll'lll‘ i the | g, d. 8 'Q'h‘rd qmllty at 1!:
unty wek utrnstod th ln”b |1 lf’w red the | | ot ssg?}’o
political are havlng for - been a lhe ‘and’ SO~ mc? 10 pe
wes docud? mbes of the Legisjature. - Al tlm‘o y w“ antl-itﬂO@QBO]’pé .
ihk aﬁwa*oré I us 8 uﬂnnberjJ of the Comn ndit of _ v.‘ "" | \ N ...' York
| thig city. _...ﬂo scon hécams p’ prominent.- NI AN i LetT
{| Damiccratic party in lows. | Hia bril g |l By ‘!'ola

“anl looking person, hfig“ ‘genltl Bocial manners, i l S S

N ¢! | ¥ )
'i won for bim & pipularity th b (A rmnn--nurt and . heayy.

et i Uiy, 84654100 extra State, §5 1
few of his party in t.hla Btnfo, jmani | WH KA fheDulls 9 IfO Sp

. heir
sure dr ve,on the NP Lr(jund ace mously nominstbd ‘I’m cn}m-b s Lk 50000
eoéh“ noe ‘at uty’ otu{of ‘ cnud Obnunuun A4 OATRLDroo '(g * 68.61(:.
oy at..the ph,w ‘ &-lu ) Tho yearl be!ore, V1 PORK-<Bteady;
18y -pplyer! | 14 the dtats with o&rer seven' thousand mdjorilys o 4 ‘ffx}gf(h‘;%ndr!‘;‘ “ff’; b
| T }qncnﬂzlﬁin'prgupects uf sucsess were disca _mging, :;But ' STOOKS L—nigh.gr 7
| tirs-sanguloe ‘mind thought hia ppssible,and ho || @OLD-=255¢or . | © it
 entered|the campaign with 2 br d front. J'fdrm |wag: | T : I
al, b pemn,yexl sbtpe& , ‘anat ‘B4’ appén eéon| the |4 !

) fmpooi‘xﬁg .Yoloa for |- AL

r&mio debhe or p&m'i‘,‘

y ré A, ~y\en always
' ghc&u. Worzj“ibrd“&m '”&it"a '_” i‘fho* peyor || °
! pnﬁ%w for one,) ind hé delfg'hted ia (o] aimilen and

i IR — @ -~ 3 e

oame went before him, and whetev: } | |
‘ *tou*drm ﬂm poople,-crohdv‘qﬂ ’ éd to h i\d nmnhln

ot i

ity, yof, mmodwmdy v

on.giyeir to his:opponent had bp not’runj and hm‘ume 3
ing pleoted thanany. other mpn | -m.pmyt

¢ topogwm

. v illustrations. | Ofcourse, with allft ege u"llic:ﬁsn bin
~vu$cku:fl[ v % ’ ,Lh q‘ J’ '

up h§ro. ip-
uidion Bave, ate |the udi‘ :
Jgataum | als

,:“'

X '.:’,""- . te' ‘?"ﬂinnio
: d ,,,,,wybf the L'g
: msw'ov hig wti‘

c"ez ot (’\ 1 l“‘ ¢




1 K
<A
v

y.'cor o‘tl lx
'”‘BUFFALOJ

euwu?n to ;bo-gu!-n:hatorlal seal wuai oral jmporsi.’
Ablllty, ;rot he ‘segured nmdy v which ‘would bave
' _»beon giyen to his opponent ﬁad b not runy snd he-came |

nearer lné lhcmd thmn yot er £ "his party to |t
£ L]

i ‘ o Btate office slnce the lupnbll to power, Hp |
od Frank Hosg, s R ¢ | at tha timo bkbly gsined the ep 0f being th
 Bocnd ! ~mo¢tl udnt tamp apeakorln } ' ¥ 4

Auumd 4tds ‘Benator wan tobe
‘ ng A m& of the L kinlutnro.nn
ol hls pnrty in the Leg

| S L
| 4 !
ted 4s-d o,of, thé 'dl‘»lo
Shayleston Conven (o:i.nu‘ wis, we bo
" of the Jowa dale tionl ‘ The: excite- -
:veution ran ﬁigh. 'Elofpent spo <¢hes jar in mind that we ar

| Lot 1 2%  |ling manafacturers,notoulyin th
A PN 3@: b'“ noue Wers; mors eloguentf thah ““ - th%r orld.|| We" comuienced the

| .
bosen at the | Mdnry Tolulan &Oo.............

Mr. ‘Bymucls | W P, e
N“ ge for the Ralmer &V ubet....:.’..'.,l...rf.;.

feeas

9 pavem¢ t and *
:he erdtl. 'th fa
mlctlol_ 0es withy

‘“;'A 0

Y
.
-

3 bemg brough :
:mliu ihat tBo piq'

“am.. ke

freely PR . {1ia made when hze introduced. only pab deons in: ,ho falliof the year

If' ol ot RN I ) |*'eiou'\VMch ived. ,.n, :t&nﬂom ia u“, soxn;e have finished and: sdld, A

od. . torise. | ¥ice a TR | Theselnstumentsure noﬁvin as
" to pur- | o i 1 e ! t spd| Canada, but unl

B IR ghnci ; | rpss: s:m o icaand the Woat Ind

' ,ﬁ:lir c || Sod rterl Wphavethe most atlox

‘ : Eho, ar

™ hlgh’atlmtioulnwhlch

t

w}wnwa‘ ea:lu&ttad ucom;
Washa lu#we pléun ‘o!nfon
‘ yg,wx;exp.
| fastramentiw :
bmtc«d byo ogt Nnﬁmﬁﬁp.

- Allmelodeonsof var manufa
‘ urdemleni.h_




rovi- | ful defense bv artful treitors in office un- | o7
dar the treachercus and Imbeciie Buechan- %:?fﬂ
en. [(an. What g record! [T e
baval =
sAphits MANY CANDIDATES, BUT N0 MLECOTION,
n in| —How many Demoeratie candidates for
ndid { Governor of Tows have been sluin ong-) M
rizht sinca the scepter of dominion deport- | Fik
som- | ed from that sweel-seented srganizuiion in ﬁ,’é’ﬁ
@A 18547 The frst Marlyr on record wuacurigrb
anty | fellow-citizen, Curtis Bates, Esg,, who! We
nard { went down hartse sand rider afler g ploop- | 8Ras
ing assault made by Governor Grimes ung ) &2
ided | hin Anti-Nebraska legion., In 1857 the ia-]5i07
. mented Ben. M. Santuels, lste F. P V., | ot &
ra, |was thrown overbosrd in the political tonr-| pen
pament by Jadge R, P. Lowe, of Keokaolk, | wee
vilio ! Tn 15359, Brigadier Genorul Augustes Ceosar | 1700
Dodge, the Trans-Alpine Guul, was Qu-|mey
horged by the snperior akill and gullantry | the)
of Samnel! J. Kirkwood., In I86i, ¥m. H. | fori
Merritt, Beu M, Samaels, und the Lord |FES
knows how many others, were Xnoeken

bar-
men
hop.

1y : A 3 B BO
:}:;1;- into an everlasting smash by Hirkwood, | who
fck;- Grimes & Op, In 1863, the Copperheads|they

ungder Fieher or any pther inuan, will re- E:Ed

E:;Ei guirs g cerlificute altor eilejuti-:}u' Lo ahnwton‘g‘
aop, | t3nb they ever had & cnndmi\.tu for Qover-} thp1
wal. | BOT BIOFG KRG COMMIENESMETL of ;.‘hﬁ,preg- (o7
\ch- | enteentury b Poor Cops! Wo pity "em— E?:E:f
in- | 100 o —Bteic Regirter. e
( T food:
il MR Pumeipenrs Sanamy,—President: i te
hed Lineoln hua not drawn hig ssiary for the ]igtf:i
e | PASE yeur from the Wreusory. hen re- | 104
a5 minded by friondsthat by putlbing thesame| o
nd. | upen intercst ho would receive an ineoms | hose

nd | Of at least §1.200, he replied that ho thoughti catuc
M {the United Hiales noedod the nse of thg| lowsl
po | eRey Gulle us much 48 oy person, and ok ok
be would let it remain, - Wisshington Tele- | ene

aram, 5000
(NG THE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE—IL 14 &

of | good sign for the Union ciuse that severat]
co. | ef Norfﬁblk and vicinity have lately taker | glspo
ap, | the oath of nlegiance to sur Governmaent, | anmt
ey | wnd uro BBCVING 0D juricy, &e. Other citi- | these
vi-|zens of like cliaracter will tako the samp |85

enurse,—Oor, . Y. Qerald, ‘ ngt"gﬁ

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



enteen lurge aleamerg have arrived at that

ol

R i i Rt R LI A RN DL S B L T A L LYSRE LIL L AW’

lina to muke immedizte overtores for peace.
—r——qﬂ—*—-ﬁw_

Eicarn Cavainy rurh.—The Davenport

Netza rnyr that it learns from the Adjutant]?

Ganeral's offico that fourtrsn companies have |
raparted for this regimant,
o ’

Bex M. Savoees, a prominent Demncentic
politicinn of this Stato, died at Dubugne last
Bunday. He was s native of Virginia, and
was about 40 ycars gl at the time of his
death. At different times be was reapectively
2 candidate for Governar, U. 8. Sepator and
Conpress, byt on aceount of the minarity of
his party in the State failed of clestion in
exch case. In 1860 he was n delegate to the
Charleston Cenvention. ¥Fromn longthy ob-

ituary which appesred in the Times, wo make
the following extract:

* He had his fanlts. He also had a great
heart. He was magnanimnus o evervhady
but himself. Be did not agrec with the Union |
men on the war question,  Bot he also had
s thorough contempt for northern.born pee.
ple wha did not sympathize with the Federsl
Government. e ance told tha writer that
if Virginia had only remined in the Union
—' wauld to Gad that she had,” he said—* he
would have advocatud the cause with his
whols gou!« but as it is,' said he ' T despise
the Norfhern men who wish the South suc.
ecsd, 1 find that they ave cither political
demnpopues or inborn aristocrats and ty-
rants,’ "

-—-—.—-———-—*p—~*-—"—-—-—'——'
A conseript, $nst fram Wilinington, N. 0.,
reports that, within the past few daya, sev-

port, having run the blockade, loaded with
storek for the rehel army, among which are
ae,no0 Enzlixh riftes, 16,000 army blapkets,
131,040 rendy-made uniforms, 23,000 casesy
of ready-made nemy shoes, 11 losomiatives,
& riflad cannan of heavy ealilve, h cargars ()
of railroad ivon, and skillful men accompany

phem.

eIl i
Chicf, or
thu Lield,
ta daoubl
‘oA
The p
siith twe
BECVANE,
amonit |
Chapl:
entitied 1
vant. A
rattuns,
Licutena
2180, wi
Afma gl
terinnste
Seeond 1
onid pay:
3346 2
it aod
tenant §
The m
ndvance
anel reee
$213.40-
£180.10-
$3.44 ;5
—tax 9
COPL Wer
nnd clot)
ldieutenn
2118.60-
tillery ax
nl the 8-
[eets reg
as Mnjor
as Lienl
Privat
second o
pontonni
infuntry,
£13 per
Cerd, ant
voluntee
for cloth
for tho &

Durin,
near M

¢ Killing ~1

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



P, LL WILL FUd U BEUSAS D61 Y a0 14l by |

canse of the Union, L
-5, Dr, ? Degand, s Fremoh physician 5

proseribes 108 In cawoz of diptheria anig s}l &k
kindred atipeks, He bas, the papers say, | Pt
uged it for twolve yonrs wilh invariable &
rguceess, 1t iz admigisterod in emall plecesi iy
jmelted in tho mouth nutll the patient is ro- | b
icved. We wondor il be truc? o

Dpar oF Bexy M. Bamorrs,—The inst! i)
Dobuguae pepers inform ua of the death of | B
Ben M. Samuels. He wis borm in Par- I:'l
kersburg, Virginia, in Decomber, 1823, re- | o
movaed to Jows in 1847, and has einge heen | ea
a prominent and very popalar man in thig |9
Stalo, baving ropresentsd Dubugue county
in the Legislature, boea & candidate for|m)
Governor and for {Iuﬂgtﬁs- Mr, Bamuels g
was 5 conponial, compnnionable man gpg [
s fing ppeaker,

erihe company for the Bighth Yown [ U
' Cavalry recraitiog in Loniga Counby by al
EMgaars. Isett #0d Robinson is ahout full, [}
The major puté of tha company wili stert| u
f {or Davenport to-day. o

@~The Mothodist Csmp Meeting com- ! m
marcar at the 0ld campground about threa | ib
milen north of Mt. Plensant, on to-day, |®
Thuraday, August 20, "Wao arp told that s ar
henrding tent will bo Ieept for the bencfit or| 1o
thpae who may oot wish ta tont, sl

#4411t in ropertod that Gen. Bosecrans is | tr
moving forward, and that spmothing wil | 1¢
be “hoard to fa1l'' in hia vicinity very noon.
News from bim la now "ocoatrubemd,'’—] 7
Brough sid. W

o

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



Recollections and Sketches -585

P
E
620

of Notable Lawyers and
Public Men of Early Iowa

Belonging to the First and Second
Generations, with Anecdotes and
Incidents Illustrative of the Times

By

EDWARD H. STILES

For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House

of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re-
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest

f its Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th lowa
Reports.

“In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be

eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory
and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate

pleasures and cares of active life.”’—SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON.

“Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of

a biography.”—SAMUEL SMILES.

[e——]
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He was for a time prosecuting attorney, and was: generally aclive in civil affairs.
He diverged into railroad enterprises and spent a good deal of his time in Wash-
ington pressing his projects before Congress.  During the war he was engaged with
the Sanitary and Christian Commission, and subsequently spent a good deal of his
time at the national capitol. He was quite successful in his enterprises, but other
men reaped most of the profits of his labor, and his latter days were not passed under
affluent circumstances. William Graham says that John Deery always claimed that
Thomas was the onginal of Colonel Mulberry Sellers in Mark Twain's “‘Gilded
Age.”’

I may here remark that in the decade of 1850 to 1860 a number of young,
talented and ambitious lawyers came to Dubuque, some of whom remained but a
short time, and afterward became distinguished elsewhere.  Among them Mr. Gra-
ham mentions Wheeler H. Peckham, who became a prominent New York lawyer
and was nominated by President Cleveland as one of the Judges of the Supreme
Court of the United States, but the Senate, which was largely Republican, refused
to confirm the appointment.  (His brother, Rufus Peckham, was subsequently more
successful.)  Another was George Shiras, who, after a year in Dubuque, returned
to Pittsburg and finally became one of the Judges of the United States Supreme
Court.  Another was William Windham, Secretary of the United States Treasury.
Another was Judge Tripp, Judge of the Supreme Court of Dakota. Another was
Joseph A. Chapline, who came from Virginia and for a time was a member of the
firm of Barker, Barney, Chapline & Dillon, the head being Judge Winslow T.
Barker. Chapline was a presidential elector on the Republican ticket in 1860, and
after the State of West Virginia was organized returned there and became one of
its Supreme Judges. Another was John T. Lovell, who practiced in Dubuque for
some years, but after the outbreak of the Civil War returned to Virginia, where,
after serving in the Confederate army, he devoted himself lo newspaper work, served
in the Senate of Virginia, and at the time of his death was one of the influential
politicians of his native State. ~ Another was Judge Henry T. Seamans, who studied
law in the office of William Graham at Bellevue in Jackson County, and subse-
quently was United States Circuit Judge of the Seventh Circuit.

Benjamin M. Samuels, Platt Smith, Frederick E. Bissell.

It may be properly said and without overpraising, that these three men possessed
extraordinary ability, and natural talents of the first order. Ben M. Samuels, as he
was familiarly called, was not only a great lawyer, but a great orator. | heard him
make a speech in the old courthouse at Ottumwa in 1857, when he and Ralph
P. Lowe were the candidates of their respective parties for Governor. [ have heard
many fine orators, but I never listened to such powerful eloquence as 1 heard from
Samuels on that occasion. In person he was an Adonis, tall, commanding, hand-
some. Next to Edward Johnstone, of Lee County, he was the most kingly man




RECOLLIKCTIONS AND SKETCHES 823

in the Stale.  His speech on the occasion referred to was replete with splendid and
stirring outbursts of eloquence. On the way down from the courthouse after the
close of the speech I walked along with Charles Lawrence, a prominent merchant
of Ottumwa at that time, and a staunch Republican. He said to me in substantially
these words:

King Agrippa said to Paul, ““Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian:”
so I can say of Samuels. that he almost persuaded me to be a Democrat, and if I
had been called upon to vote under the spell of his eloquence, 1 fear I should have
cast it in his favor for (Governor.

I remember distinctly the dramatic closing of that speech:

On this platform of principles we firmly stand. Let us press forward to
victory. [t we fail. let us go down with our drums beating and our flags flying.

He seemed like some great commander standing aloft on the deck cheering his

men to the combat.

He was then thirty-four years of age. He was naturally convivial and, not-
withstanding his majestic bearing, his kindly manner put everybody at ease. He
was a delegate to the Baltimore Presidential Convention in 1860. I happened to
be going ecast and was on the same train with him. In consequence of a wreck
the train was obliged to halt for some hours between stations. Many of the pas-
sengers got off and seated themselves on an embankment, engaging in conversation
to pass the time away. It so happened that I was seated next to him. 1 was
then a young lawyer of no particular importance. but we engaged in conversation.
Learning that [ was from lowa and had heard him at Ottumwa, he became so kindly
in his whole bearing as to put me entirely at my ease and convince me beyond ques-
tion that he was a noble and kindly gentleman.

In collecting data for this work I interviewed many years ago a number of people
who had been personally acquainted with Samuels, among others Judge Austin
Adams, of Dubuque, then one of the Tudges of the State Supreme Court. On the
6th of November, 1882, Judge Adams and myself traveled together from Chicago
lo Des Moines, and in the course of our conversation he gave me his views and
estimate of Mr. Samuels, of which [ made notes in my memoranda book that now
lies before me. He told me that Samuels was not only a man of surpassing elo-
quence—Tfull of stirring “‘bursts”—but a great lawyer as well.  Using his own lan-
guage:

He could argue to the court a legal question with more convincing force and
clearness than any man | ever heard. He had a fine legal mind and was naturally
a great lawyer and thinker as well as orator.

Judge Adams also said that after his old partner, Joel Blatchley, had removed
to California he wrote to him that there were a good number of able lawyers and

strong men in San Francisco, but none that he had yet heard could equal Samuels
in the force and clearness with which he would argue a legal question. From this

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical § '_ “

bwa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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it will be scen thal Damuels was not only a greal ad\ocalc, t

ut a greal Junist as well,
and such was the united testimony of his compeers.

It is strange that of a man so greatly distinguished so fittle has heen said, es-
peaally in regard 1o his early history, by lowa biographers and historians. No
mention 1s made of lum in T uttle's History of lowa, 1876, nor in the United States
Biographical Dictionary for lowa, 1878, nor
other publication | have been able to find, except the incidental mentions which wil|
be hereafter referred to, in the Apnl, 1885, number of the Towa Historical Record,
and in the April, 1867, number of the Old Annals of lowa.
to give the following oulline derved through the medium of
e was a native of Virginia, born al Parkersburg in 1823,
cease within a fraction of forty vears of age.

in Gue's History of lowa, nor in any

[ am able, however,
friends of the family,
making him al his de-
He was educated at Lexington Col-
lege, Virginia,. studied law with his uncle, Judge Samuels. at Woodstock, and was
admitted to the bar when but twenty-one vears of age. In the fall of 1847 he re-
moved to lowa and opened a law office in Dubuque, in which state and county
honors were generously bestowed. He was a member of the Legislature in 1854
In 1857 he was nominated by the Democratic State Convention for Goverrior and,
although the State was largely Republican, the majority was reduced to three thou-
sand. He was selected as a delegate lo th

e National Convenljon mn 1860 and djs-
tinguwished himself by his eloquent advocacy of the Douglas cause.

lie was unammously nominated for ( ongress

\andever.  He died August 6, 1863,

>I‘ht" same year
agamst his old Jaw partner, General

In conclusion, [ desire to briefly refer to the political events and
mentions connected therewith before referred (o
the House of the Fifth General Assembly, which met at Towa City. December 4,

1854, A writer in the number of the lowa Historical Record, befare referred to,
m giving a glimpse of its personnel of him, says:

the personal
. The first relates to his election to

Samnels. until then unknown outside of Dubugue, soon
soared to disiinction, He was of striking personal apnearanc
form. a swmooth-shaven, oval face. and Lrown hair. and
coat. with brass huttons, and brown nether garuients,
ol speech deliveredd slowly, but without hesitation,
and candor carried convietion even for g sophisn.
spraker for anvone in the Hoyse

in thights of oratory.
eowith a tall, athletic
Wore a swallow-tail blue
His clear, deliberate form
and with an air or confidence
He was too wel) eiuipped as a
To vope with on even ground,

The next political event to be mentioned--

1857 between him and Governor' Lowe-— s that between himself and William Van-
dever for Congress in | 860. Speaking of this contest a writer
Old Annals before referred to says:

passing the gubernatorial contest of

in the copy of the

AN an orator. in the accepted seuse. Sumuels had he decided advantage. In
the ready “flow ofr language.” in voics, gesture. in style, and the indefinable look.
air and bearing which form that personal identiny comprehended in the word
Cappearance” e had few equals on any forum in the nation. Ingenious in argn-
ment. he developed the srong points ol his case with grear <kill.  In rhetorical
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arrangement and expression, there was remarkable finish to his sentences, giving

i even to his extemporaneous efforts the character of well matured and thoroughly
L digested speeches. And especially of that magnetism of manner which allures and
: fastens attention, elicits sympathy and carries a crowd, he was redundantly
possessed. All in all, he was a tower of strength to the Democratic cause at

that day.
The last important political event of his life was in being elected as a delegate
o to the National Democratic Convention of 1860. He warmly espoused the cause
g of Stephen A. Douglas. The extreme southern men were insistent in their demands
'1 that the platform should recognize the constitutional right of the slaveholder to take

and settle with his slave in any territory of the United States. This demand the
great mass of northern Democrats would not accede to, and Mr. Samuels knew it
would be fatal to his party if acceded to. His splendid presence, powerful argu-
~ mentation and masterful eloquence challenged the admiration of every member of
the Convention and made him a national figure.  But the southern delegates would
not yield, and a portion of them withdrew from the Convention. The Convention
itself adjourned from Charleston to meet in a few weeks at Baltimore. Here, what
was intended to be a compromise platform was adopted under the lead of Mr.
Samuels and Henry B. Payne of Ohio.* But it was not satisfactory to the south-
e wing; the dissatisfied delegates organized a separate Convention and nominated
John C. Breckenridge, thus dividing the party and making the election of Mr. Lin-
coln a foregone conclusion. The result was deeply disheartening to Mr. Samuels,
and when the flames of Civil War burst forth he sank into a despondency from which
he never rallied, and in a little more than two years he was laid in his grave, when
he had scarcely reached his prime.

Plait Smith developed through different stages, from a poor uneducated boy to
“one of the ablest lawyers of the lowa bar. He was born in the State of New York
in 1813. He was reared and worked on his father's farm. Until he was four-
teen there was no school in the district.  After the establishment of one, he attended
enough to enable him to read. On leaving school he engaged on a small scale in
merchandising, in which he failed during the financial panic of 1837. He then ap-
plied himself to learning the art of a millwright, paying his expenses with whatever
else he found to do. At the age of twenty-six, in 1839, he emigrated to Jackson
County, in the Territory of lowa, where he resided for some years in the family

of John E. Goodenow. While there a claim controversy arose between two settlers,
and young Smith, who had come to be recognized as a man of parts, undertook to
represent one of them in the trial before a Justice of the Peace. A jury was called
in the case, and after the evidence was closed Smith made a speech and the jury re-
turned a verdict in favor of the settler he represented. The skill he exhibited in
both the trial and the argument gave him a sudden reputation for ability and he

was persuaded to study law, which he commenced to do after obtaining some books

* Blaine’s Twenty Years in (ongress. Yol 1, 162,

brary, Des Moines, lowa.
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Return to Benjamin M Samuels
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Compare With People From Your Family Tree

Otis Anna Mason B:1835 in Maryland

Children (4) - Parenls
Mary M Samuels Benjamin M Samuels Joseph H Samuels
Bertha Samuels ) » 1785-1860
Benjamin, Jr Samuels B: December 21, 1823 in Parkersburg, Wood County, Virginia
Allison Samuels D: August 16, 1863 in Dubuque, Towa Catherine Pennybacker
Mayberry
1795-1859

1860 United States Federal Census

Name: Bern M Samuels
Agein 1860: 31
Birth Year: abt 1829
Birthplace:  Virginia

Home in 1860: Dubuque, Dubuque, Iowa

Gender: Male
Post Office:  Dubuque

Value of real

View image

estate:

Houschold Name Age

Members:  pern M Samuels 31
Otis A Samuels 25
Mary M Samuels 7
Bertha Samuels
Ben Samuels 3
Susan Kem 26
Catharine Roach 17

Source Citation: Year: 1860: Census Pl
Page: 149: Imagg ; Family History Li

ace: Dubuque, Dubuque, fowa: Roll M653 _320;
brary Film: 803320.

Source Information:
try.com. 1860 l mited sz 3 l‘edc"al Census [ddfahas( un linel Provo, UT, US.

HahthL,frmsoﬂhe Lm[ed States. Census ta

n's name, age as of the census day, sex. color; mrthpldu u(ﬂupannn of i nalnu\m (1?0
more. No relationships were shown between members of a household. Additionally.
of those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual images of the 1860
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1D: 12799

Name: Benjamin Monroe SAMUELS

Surname: Samuels

Given Name: Benjamin Monroe

Sex: M

Birth: 20 Dec 1823 in Parkersburg, Wood Co., West Virginia
Death: 16 Aug 1863 in Dubuque, Dubuque Co., Iowa
Burial: Linwood Cemetery, Dubuque, Dubuque Co., Iowa
_UID: B198DEC15485494389B3D88B7270EF11CECO
Change Date: 4 Jun 2006 at 14:35:41

Father: Joseph Hope SAMUELS b: 11 Jun 1785 in Pine Forge, Shenandoah Co., Virginia
Mother: Catherine Pennybacker MAYBERRY b: 19 Apr 1793 in Pine Forge Shenandoah Co. Virginia

Marriage 1 Otis Anna MASON b: 1835 in , , Maryland
Married: 18 Nov 1852 in Dubuque, Dubuque Co., Iowa
Children

Mary M. SAMUELS b: 1853 in Dubuque, Dubuque Co., Iowa

Bertha SAMUELS b: 1855 in Dubuque, Dubuque Co., Iowa
Benjamin M. SAMUELS Jr. b: 1858 in Dubuque, Dubuque Co., Iowa
Allison SAMUELS b: 1861 in Iowa
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1ID: 11635
Name: Benjamin Mayberry SAMUELS
Sex: M

Birtlln 21 DEC 1823 in Parkersburg, Wood County, Virginia
Fraﬁgt;: Mayberry's notes copied from emails received from Sherry Johnson see email address below.
Ben Mayberry Samuels Obituary
Posted by Sherry Johnson <shemjo@tenet.edu> on Sun, 07 Feb 1999
Surname: SAMUELS, PENNYBACKER, BYRD, MAYBERRY

Death of Ben Mayberry Samuels—The death of this prominent citizen occurred at two o'clock on the moming of Sunday, the 16th
inst.

Ben Mayberry Samuels was born in Parkersburg, Wood County, Virginia, on the 21st of December, 1823. He entered Lexington
College in the same State, from which he graduated with the honors of his class in three years thereafter. He immediately
commenced the study of law with Judge Samuels, in Woodstock, and was admitted to practice at the bar in 1844. He emigrated
to Towa in the fall of 1847, and commenced the practice of his profession in Dubuque. He soon gained a reputation for ability and
eloquence, and his practice became very extensive. He became noted as an advocate, and the defense in the most important
criminal trials in the county was entrusted to him. In 1855 he entered the political arena, having for years been a Democrat, and
was elected member of the Legislature. About this time he also served as a member of the Common Council of this city. He soon
became a prominent leader of the Democratic party in Iowa. His brilliant oratory, his noble looking person, and his genial social
manners, won for him a popularity that has been enjoyed by but few of his party in this State, and in 1857 he was unanimously
nominated for Governor of the State by a Democratic Convention.

The year before, the Republican party had triumphed in the State with over seven thousand majority; consequently his prospects
of success were discouraging. But his sanguine mind thought his election possible, and he entered the campaign with a brave

front. His form was tall, his person well shaped, and his e on the platf a splendid voice for
either forensic debate or political Hehadar C of His manner was deliberate at first, but as
he warmed with his subject, he became is i his g yet always graceful, every word came out clear and
full, (he never paused for one,) and he del in iful similes and il jons. Of course, with all these qualifications, his

name went before him, and wherever he was announced to address the people, crowds flocked to hear him. His election to the
gubernatorial seat was a moral impossibility, yet he secured many votes which would have been given to his opponent had he not
run, and he came nearer being elected than any other man in his party to a State office since the Republicans came into power.
He at that time probably gained the reputation of being the most eloquent stump speaker in the State.

A United States Senator was to be chosen at the following session of the Legislature, and Mr. Samuels received the vote of his
party in the Legislature for the office. In 1860 Mr. Samuels was selected as one of the delegates to the Charleston Convention,
and was we believe, Chairman of the Jowa delegation. The excitement in the convention ran high. Eloquent speeches were made,
but none were more eloquent than the one he made when he introduced the only pacifying resolution which received any
attention in the body. He attracked [sp]the attention of the delegates, and the New England men invited him to go with them and
address their constituents. He did so and spoke in Fanueil Hall and in Portiand to immense audiences. Here he reached his
culminating point. From those days may be dated the commencement of his wane. He the C stood
by Douglas there, and stood by him throughout the campaign of 1860.

In 1860 also he received the nomination of his party for Congress. Of course he knew defeat was inevitable under the
circumstances, and he did not make any great efforts to avert it.

Time passed on until some eighteen months ago, when his health began to decline. Consumption, the destroyer of his family,
seized him, and ultimately carried him to his grave. Yesterday afternoon he was buried. A large concourse of people assembled
inside and in front of his residence on Iowa street, and listened with great interest to the remarks which Rev. Geo. W. Brindle, his
spiritual adviser during his approach to the tomb, had to make concerning him. A long train of friends followed him with solomn
music of a band, to his resting place.

He had his faults. He also had a great heart. He was magnanimous to every body but himself. He did not agree with the Union
men on the war question. But he also had a C for born people who did not sympathize with the Federal
Government. He once told the writer that if Virginia had only remained in the Union— "would to God that she had,’ he said—"he
would have advocated the cause with his whole soul; but as it is,” said he, "I despise the Northern men who wish the South
success. I find that they are either political demagogues or inbomn aristocrats and tyrants.”

But, Ben M. Samuels sleeps in his grave. There let his body rest—may his many virtues carry his soul to heaven.

Source: Dubuque Daily Times [Dubuque, Iowa], Tuesday moming, August 18, 1863, p. 1.

Note Ben Mayberry Samuels was the son of Joseph H. Samuels, and Catherine Pennybacker Mayberry. Joseph Samuels a

lawyer of County and the grandson of Isaac Samuels, a magistrate of that same place. Joseph Samuels
marned Catherine Pennybacker Mayberry in Wood County, where Ben M. Samuels was born. The family returned to Samuels's
native Shenandoah County by 1830, where Joseph H. Samuels practiced law with his brother. Ben read law in the office of his
uncle Judge Green Berry Samuels at Woodstock before removing to Iowa.

Father: Joseph Hope SAMUELS b: 1786 in Greenhope, Virginia
Mother: Catherine Pennybacker MAYBERRY b: 9 APR 1794 in Belleville, Wood Co., Va
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o ID: 11635 g R "*j

e Name: Benjamin Mayb SAMUELS A

i o B s ARE ANY TWO

o Birth: 21 DEC 1823 in Parkersburg, Wood County, Virginia w N C; SNOWBALLS

e Note: : 25) EXACTLY ALIKE?
Frank R. Mayberry's notes copied from emails received ' ,“‘ o4 3%  FIND OUT.

from Sherry Johnson see email address below.
Ben Mayberry Samuels Obituary

Posted by Sherry Johnson <sherrjo@tenet.edu> on Sun,
07 Feb 1999

Surname: SAMUELS, PENNYBACKER, BYRD,
MAYBERRY

Death of Ben Mayberry Samuels--The death of this
prominent citizen occurred at two o'clock on the morning
of Sunday, the 16th inst.

Ben Mayberry Samuels was born in Parkersburg, Wood
County, Virginia, on the 21st of December, 1823. He
entered Lexington College in the same State, from which
he graduated with the honors of his class in three years
thereafter. He immediately commenced the study of law
with Judge Samuels, in Woodstock, and was admitted to
practice at the bar in 1844. He emigrated to Iowa in the
fall of 1847, and commenced the practice of his profession
in Dubuque. He soon gained a reputation for ability and
eloquence, and his practice became very extensive. He
became noted as an advocate, and the defense in the most
important criminal trials in the county was entrusted to
him. In 1855 he entered the political arena, having for
years been a Democrat, and was elected member of the
Legislature. About this time he also served as a member of
the Common Council of this city. He soon became a

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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prominent leader of the Democratic party in Iowa. His
brilliant oratory, his noble looking person, and his genial
social manners, won for him a popularity that has been
enjoyed by but few of his party in this State, and in 1857
he was unanimously nominated for Governor of the State
by a Democratic Convention.

The year before, the Republican party had triumphed in
the State with over seven thousand majority; consequently
his prospects of success were discouraging. But his
sanguine mind thought his election possible, and he
entered the campaign with a brave front. His form was tall,
his person well shaped, and his appearance on the platform
imposing. He possessed a splendid voice for either
forensic debate or political speaking. He had a remarkable
command of language. His manner was deliberate at first,
but as he warmed with his subject, he became
impassioned, his gestures vehement, yet always graceful,
every word came out clear and full, (he never paused for
one,) and he delighted in beautiful similes and
illustrations. Of course, with all these qualifications, his
name went before him, and wherever he was announced to
address the people, crowds flocked to hear him. His
election to the gubernatorial seat was a moral
impossibility, yet he secured many votes which would
have been given to his opponent had he not run, and he
came nearer being elected than any other man in his party
to a State office since the Republicans came into power.
He at that time probably gained the reputation of being the
most eloquent stump speaker in the State.

A United States Senator was to be chosen at the following
session of the Legislature, and Mr. Samuels received the
vote of his party in the Legislature for the office. In 1860
Mr. Samuels was selected as one of the delegates to the
Charleston Convention, and was we believe, Chairman of
the Jowa delegation. The excitement in the convention ran
high. Eloquent speeches were made, but none were more
eloquent than the one he made when he introduced the
only pacifying resolution which received any attention in
the body. He attracked [sp]the attention of the delegates,
and the New England men invited him to go with them
and address their constituents. He did so and spoke in
Fanueil Hall and in Portland to immense audiences. Here
he reached his culminating point. From those days may be
dated the commencement of his wane. He attended the
Baltimore Convention, stood by Douglas there, and stood
by him throughout the campaign of 1860.

In 1860 also he received the nomination of his party for
Congress. Of course he knew defeat was inevitable under
the circumstances, and he did not make any great efforts to
avert it.

Time passed on until some eighteen months ago, when his
health began to decline. Consumption, the destroyer of his
family, seized him, and ultimately carried him to his
grave. Yesterday afternoon he was buried. A large
concourse of people assembled inside and in front of his

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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residence on Iowa street, and listened with great interest to
the remarks which Rev. Geo. W. Brindle, his spiritual
adviser during his approach to the tomb, had to make
concerning him. A long train of friends followed him with
solomn music of a band, to his resting place.

He had his faults. He also had a great heart. He was
magnanimous to every body but himself. He did not agree
with the Union men on the war question. But he also had a
thorough contempt for northern-born people who did not
sympathize with the Federal Government. He once told
the writer that if Virginia had only remained in the Union-
- "would to God that she had,' he said--"he would have
advocated the cause with his whole soul; but as it is," said
he, "I despise the Northern men who wish the South
success. | find that they are either political demagogues or
inborn aristocrats and tyrants."

But, Ben M. Samuels sleeps in his grave. There let his
body rest--may his many virtues carry his soul to heaven.

Source: Dubuque Daily Times [Dubuque, Iowa], Tuesday
morning, August 18, 1863, p. 1.

Note: Ben Mayberry Samuels was the son of Joseph H.
Samuels, and Catherine Pennybacker Mayberry. Joseph
Samuels a prominent lawyer of Shenandoah County and
the grandson of Isaac Samuels, a magistrate of that same
place. Joseph Samuels married Catherine Pennybacker
Mayberry in Wood County, where Ben M. Samuels was
born. The family returned to Samuels's native Shenandoah
County by 1830, where Joseph H. Samuels practiced law
with his brother. Ben read law in the office of his uncle
Judge Green Berry Samuels at Woodstock before
removing to lowa.

Father: Joseph Hope SAMUELS b: 1786 in Greenhope, Virginia
Mother: Catherine Pennybacker MAYBERRY b: 9 APR 1794 in
Belleville, Wood Co., Va

Index | Pedigree | Ahnentafel | Add Post-em

= Printer Friendly Version @,,S,e;gr,gh Ancestry £ Search WorldConnect ,3 Join Ancestry.com Today!

WorldConnect Home | WorldConnect Global Search | WorldConnect Help

RootsWeb.com, Inc. is NOT responsible for the content of the GEDCOM s uploaded through the
WorldConnect Program. If you have a problem with a particular entry, please contact the submitter of said
entry. You have full control over your GEDCOM. You can change or remove it at any time.

RootsWeb is funded and supported by Ancestry.com and our loyal RootsWeb community. Learn more.
About Us | Contact Us | Acceptable Use Policy | PRIVACY STATEMENT | Copyright

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http://we.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=fmayberry&id=11635 1/25/2010



PRF Pedigree View Page Page 1 of 1

Pedigree Ch art FamilySearch™ Pedigree Resource File

Joseph Hope Samuels
B: 1786

Greenhope, Virginia
_<1M: 22 May 1812 -
Virginia

N

Benjamin Mayberry Samuels
B: 21 Dec 1823

Parkersburg, Wood County, Virginia 11
D: 18 Aug 1863

Dubuque, Dubuque County, lowa

Unknown
12
George Mayberry
6| B: abt 1758
1 Ireland 1
M: 1790
Shenandoah County, Virginia
13 ]
Catherine Pennybacker
L3{Mayberry ||
B: 9 Apr 1794
Belleville, Wood Co., Va Dirck Pennybacker
B: 1 Jan 1736/37
141 Philidalphia, Pennsylvania
D: 15 Feb 1802 =
Virginia
Rebecca Pennybacker M: 3 Kngar 1756
4| B: abt 1762 Pennsylvania
- 1ID: —
Belleville, Wood County, Va
Hannah De Haven
15 B: 1737
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