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106 HISTORY OF POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY. 

highly honored by her people. Mr. Babbitt 
continued to reside in Council Bluffs, in 
18681 serving in the Legislature; also several 
terms as Mayor, at various ti:nes, and, in 
1881, removed to Beebe, in the State of Ar· 
kansas, which now is his permanent home. 
He was also the editor and publisher of the 
daily and the weekly Bugle, during a large 
portion of the existence of that paper, and 
during itS viciAsitudes held it to its duty as 
the standard of the Democratic party. 

It may be of some inter~st to know that 
the first entry made at the Council Bluffs 
Land Office wu hy JOiilnpb D . Laoo, th(l BOO· 

ond by Jacob O.ah ., .. l tLtt th I rcl by M ra. 
Maria ?tfynHt.o., 'b• l.#lk)l of Lhtt lnHor iuulnd. 
ing what is now known as Mynster's Addition 
to the city, on the north side of Indian 
Creek, and extending n :>rtb ward beyond 
Myndter's Springs, where this venerable old 
lady has her beautiful and romantic home. 

Among the Mcesso.ry improvements made 
in the part of the city embraced in the local
ity just referred to, was the erection of a 
water-mill, at a point about· one-third of the 
length of Scott streat., from Washington aive
nue, and where the bluff slopes to the west. 
Indian Creek, though only a crooked, devious, 
shallow brook, was ntilized and dammed 
above Market street, tho water carried north
wAstward, in a race which crossed what is 
now Washington avenue, where the City 
Mills stand, and to tho mill in quootion. 
Tracesof thi• primitive wnl4•r.way ar.t still 
Yieible ftt. lt''f•r•l l~t\1-. tbo•1~h uvery other 
Yeet.igeof Lbe u.lll he~~luogslocedii!Bppeared. 

That was the last and only effort made to em
ploy this fickle stream for any other purpose 
than drainage and sewerage. 

The first fire that is notetl in the anniils of 
the city occurred on the 14th of November, 
1853. Twenty-five buildings, nearly all of 
them log houses, standing in a gro.up in the 

vioinity of the junction of Madison street and 
Broadway, were consumed. Stutsman & 
Donnell, R. B. Pegram and Tootle & Jack
son were the principal sufferers. The Bug~ 
office was also serionsly damaged. 

An incident characteristic of frontier life 
was attached to this fire. Tlaomas B. Neeley, 
an eccentric individual of the Davy Crockett 
species, had emigrated from Indiana and set
tled in a lonely cab.in, on the borders of what 
afterward became Monona and Harrison 
counties, and 1\ved in that remote spot as a 
bachelor long before be had any neighbors. 
By and by sett lot's surrounded him. and. in 
the turn of the pulitlc-.1 wheel, be was chosen 
to the Legislnlure in 1Ht)3. To make a re
!lpectable appearance at the capital of the 
State, he came to Council Bluffs in his fron
tier garb and bought a new suit of clothes 
and a satchel. With thede h& intond('d to 
surprise his fellow-members from the more 
fortunate districts in the eastern part of the 
new_State. The young woman whom ht? in
tended as his wife was living at D. B. Clark's, 
and, going out there that evening to see her, 
he concluded that he would leave his new 
clothes at Tootle & Jackson's store, and wear 
them for the firRt time at the State Capital. 
That night the store was destroyed by tire, 
and with it hi& new satchel and its content& 
Nothing daunted, he went hie way, dressed 
as he came, and when he appeared iu his 
seat in the House, his uncouth appearance 
aud garb were the wotadnr of his fellow-mem
bera. One of ~h•m, with mor• nerve and as
surance than the reet., approached Neeley 
with the inquiry: "Why is it that they don't 
send men here from your part of the State 
that seem to know more than you do, Mr. 
N eelay?" " I don't know any other reason," 
replied Mr. Neeley, "than that it is because I 
am the only one out there who has clothes 
good enough to come." With all hie oddi-

• 
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ties, he was a usAful member, and at the end 
of his term settled down again to hunting, 
farming, in a way, fishing and telling storit!S, 
of the latter of :whioh he had an abundan01•, 
with much native wit, and, having reared a 
large family in frontier style, much after the 
manner of Rip Van Winkle, and growing 
restless of his surroundings, in 1881, he hied 
away to Washington Territory, with all he 
had, to begin the world over in the virgin 
forest. Like Daniel Boone, when he left 
Kentucky for Missouri, he began· to feel that 
he was crowded, and wanting more elbow 
room, sought it on the Pacific coast. 

An event notable in that day was the opening 
of the Pacific House, on Obristmaa, 1853. The 
extraordinary influx of ' i tranaen dming the 
aummer, prompted 8. tJ U•1 h.. to t.uild a 
tlew hotel in the addi Lion laid out uy him, 
and this resulted in the erection of the Pacific I 
House, where it now stands on Broadway, 1 

opposite the junction of Pf'arl street with th~ • 
latter. At first, it did not cover the spac.e 
that it now includes. The three-story brick 
" L " on the weet side wa.e added in 1869, 
destroyed by fire in the winter of 1871, and 
rebuilt two years later. For many yefU'S, 
this constituted the principal hotel in the 
eity, and until the erection of the Ogden 
Hoa'\8, in the summer of 1869. 

Council Bluffs, during the winter of 1853 
and the spring and summer of 1854, received 
many aceessions of citizens, who performed 
an important part in its development, and 
who have, under all circumstances, adhered 
to its fortune, good or i 1 t Among these were 
Addiaon Cochran, A. V. IAritc• r and Judge 
R. L. Douglass. Ool. ~ran I• a naUvo of 
Londono County, Va., hl\vlng been born near 
Hillsboro, a few miles from Harper's Ferry. 
Being of an advt\nturous diepoei tion, as a 
young man, he took part in the wa~ for 
Texan independence, and participated in quite 

------ .. 

a number of th~ actions which formed thA 
prominent events of that notable conflict. He 
engaged in the real estate business upon 
coming to Council Bluffs, and pursued that 
for many years. In 1878, he became Muyor 
of Council Bluffs, having served in the Coun
cil in 1858, 1859, 1869 and 1861. During 
the last three years, he has spent most of his 
time improving and cultivating a large farm 
in the river bottom, in the vicinity of Little 
Sioux, in Harrison County. 

Judge Douglass, who came to Council 
Bluffs in 1854, was born at Hagerstown, Md, 
and removed to Indiana in his youth. In 
the latter State, he studied law, and after 
practicing his profl\Saion there for some 
yoars, C&IDe hare to nsumQ lt. Hie great 
fclroee)f uharacter soo:tt we•gned him a l&e.ding 
position in localaffau"S. Hie ptofefM!ionslsuc
cees was positive, and all his busineae enter. 
priees brought him wealth and independenoe. 
In 1855, he became City Attorney, and held 
thnt office during that year, when C. E. Stone 
was Mayor, and also during the next y~sr, 
1856, when Capt. D. W. Price was Mayor. 
Mr. Douglass bMame a member of the City 
Council in 1864, and served the term of two 
years, and was again chosen, in 1866, for 
another two years. In 1878, he was again 
chosen for a full terril, which he served. 
The Legislature whioh met in January, 
1868, for the purpoe~ of increasing the facili
ti~ for administering justice in th~ rapidly 
expanding interesta of the State, constituted 
two Oirouit Judges and two separate circuitAl 
in each of the twelvo judicial districts into 
wbioh luwa was then divided. A.t the No
romber election of th"' :yenr, Mt. Dougla11a 
was chosen one of those J udgt!S for this, the 
then Third Judicial District, for a term of four 
years, in the circuit embracing Council Bluffs; 
and James W. McDill, at present a United 
States Senator, was chosen the other Circuit 

o,gltizco by G oog 1 e 
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thousand rail-. tnr :->olnllH)Jt ~1uit It; ht· 
alsoworl;.ed lltH"Il" llli lll"•lJ Solclit·r Hr,c·r. 
and cut shiudt':- wtt l1 .1 ult 11 F.ll i-< abt~ c·nt 
wood .for tit• · "'l't rlll"'i'l'. 111 J.'-':,~· . l1e 
IJought a fHtl ll c•JJ ::.t.:d iurt :l l. a ltd farut c·tl 
that until 1 ~17. and till' II -;ta rh•d a ..;ton~ 
in Ri,·er S jt l ll\, t·unyit•g 11 !£t' llv ral stncli. 
includin:J' lllnd ,e r. D1ll(·ltillf ' r~·. ,,·a.£Yntts. 
etc. 

Our std;.it·•'l ,,." .... tUti tPd 111 IIJ<trnau• · ill 
Fairfield . . \datl iS ( 'n tt nt ~· . Pa .. :.Iarcb x, 
l86Gto~J ,ll_\ :-.l us. t' ltl tll tJ. l1.\- ''holll thr> 
childr~Jt \\'f·rt ' IJMll - .Jn l111 . C'hri:::tiatL 
Char!e:'.Jfilh r- <n ttl t >liY ..... 

Po1itic·cdl .' nm -..nl•kt·l ;ltliltatt•,., witlt 
the DenH•t·t at H: parr_,-. Ht· -;tart~d tl! t· 
fi rst st.m- ll! )(,, t·r Stnll\. 11 11tl huilr tJu .. 
second tl"' lit II~ i11 t in · plat·L·. 

~~=.;. ETH P.\l .:'dEU. a lan11t·r Ji,·i ug in 
~ l.i ttlt: S JUu:o.. To '~"ll:·dtip. i-: n Jl<lttYt' 
~ t~f ()jil l• . flllll C'Hll1t' tP t!ti-, C'C•H t l t\' 

in 18:)~. l,ellt!l amoltg tl• r- t•u t li L::-t p iu t t\:'~1' 
ban<l. Fl ,. \\ fl!' l •Orll ill :\ted ina c!)llllt~· in 
1824. ti ll' ,011 tl l' .\udlt'< t ~L· l 1 11lnt~· r. nf H i!') ,. 
field, C11ti!J., il ttd n l' Sr·ntt ·lt · \\·t ·l-dt v:\ 
tractiun. 

Our -..,dw·<·t at:n.J tt q tnllt< d lti-, ll<ll'<'tJt" r, , 
Mis:-.outi iu J l":_ll). and re•·t'il't-:d Jus t-tl tt<· a
tioH it ! ll],j !, a11 .J ~ [ i·N•U rt. T ht· lantil ~
rent•J' ~ ,J 111 ts:;~ l t n :\ at t ,.tht. lll.. liYe11 tt·ll 
year-.. filii ! 111 l"':ll i. <a/Itt· '" ( 'clltiH:ill:llllft..:. 
Onr -.. nl.j .. ,., n :tlll'lll'd to ':\all \tHJ t!!l· ~atttl
fall. :tt1d lrJllo" vd !>tc·a tn l1nari1 J:.! for tltrc·e 
year!'i. \\'p llt-:\1 fl111l hint in )I ,ltHm:-:..t.o . 
Lee· ( t tlltJI ,\'. l r'''H. and i11 IK.-.~. twt.le a 
clai iiJ iu HarrJ-.otJ ( 'oUJJt , . . 1111 -..1 •c· ricnt :·lli . ' 
of I .itt It· Si CJ tt.\ T o\\ u-,ltip. \\ l11·rf· J re ,t ill 
liYC:'i . 11, 1>\\'11..., t ltJ'I·t-: ll:ltl(ll'riL anf,.; uf 
latJtl 11 ! I :111:.... "· I ·, toll I T!. 

Hl· ,,.,,._ tlJ il tTi t-,1 ~Jarl'lt W. 1~+. t11 

f> apl titt Hnl1<:rt s. "Ito tlit>1l :\ tl\'!'tllher 11. 
1:-q ,). atl!l 21[an·lt s. IH II. ltL· "a:-. tttJitetl iu 
lllitl'l'iagt· t, , Tlarn ;·t '\L' " ltt- 1'1'.\·. ''Ito ,,·a,s 
tl11· 1111dltvl .. r '"" d .i ldri"' IJ . Sln· clit:>Ll 
.J ul.' :!.7, Is 1! I. ttll d 0 <.: ll> her ~t l. i -.:lit) , 0 u r 
:-.nh.it·d \\H s ngnill tJ Jani ed t.o ~liss ~yh·ia 
Ut1ld:- tuit1J, a11 d lJ~- ibis uuinn t\\·u chil
dt'Pll " 'l' t•· IH •I'll - -1-:dm tltlll .-\ .. cmcl YalPnK 
:\.. ()lit' su llj t!C I "' :·t H ~· p ul ,J i('cllt in l1 is 
p(ll it ic·all •<··lid. 

r2
.\TH .\\'Il~L \ 1-:1-:I.EY. •dt'<'l'ased l, 

\\'a:- 11111 • , • I t I H• (•fl rl5· pi 0 11eer:-; 

!ll H a n t..;cllt ( 'nut• I.'·. t· t•lllin!! itt 
[;-;.j:!, aud lut·att·d itt l .it tit· Sl• lll :\. 1'0\\"11· 

-.!tip. H t· \\a-.'' 11at 1' ~ 1,f 1\ e-llt ll(·l\.\'. l•ont 
it1 Fa~· t.>tte < 'ottllt~·. < l<:b>ber 17U-L tl1e sou 
of .Tauw:- and :\I rll'!Dtrd '\' vPlt'.\-. H l" spellt 
Jti-.. t·et rl.,. Ji lv a1111 ,)l•tai llt!tl hi:- et1ueation 
iu h Pilfltcl\~· a11d ltl' ''·pd tn (ht-en Cou nty. 
( llJiCl. 111 l~:).j, i tl111 itr ] i-,.)(1 ht I),., J\ fni tJb, 
f cl \\'<1. : t111 l 1'1 t.llll tJ W l' t' t • 1 l I ;IJTJ,., (l ll ( ' onJtt~·. 

-~· l.t· :o-rt l t .... , TltPI !tHs Hlltl Hollt' rt. cr~ t t t e in 
1-.....-,t 1. "11 tlf'd , • ' • · 1 · d Lt r 11 · .._. ~' ' ' d lw ltwd 
plat t 1 t v ' i!! a!.! t' 1 1 I I . i I tl' · , ·in 11 :--. T l1 c1m ns 
\\' it' tltl· Ii i':- I H t•fl l'l'-..!'llhtl i ,.,. t II( • COIIllt y 

l ~<td 111 t it(' l i •·twt"d \ ......... tr d; l,,·. Mr. 
\ t ·t' l t: ~· firs t lt,c·at e1 l ott -;f'<.:tion 1:--. \\'ltt'n' 
ltr· ltn u!!ht a c·htt tl of S i!-;s iou .\. ( 'hn.s!• . 
'dJO "t' ttl 111 ~i ! It I Jakt· '' ith Dri~lta1H 
Y• Hlll !.! . 

( >nr -..ul•.it:'t·l ''· n.-. t11 atri ... 1l 111 lK:!I to 
.\J~Iitl(la Bnt It' I'. a ltHt i' c· (JI Sl'ot l ( 'nu11ty. 

E.\'. Th e-.'· l'•'rtll'rl a (;tlllily of uim· <.-hil
dn·n-Saralt .\ ... :\lr:-. Sl JH rpe • : .lame~. 

•tll'<a•a:-.t·d •: l(ul•t·rt 11 .. ldt-'C;c·a..;etl•: 'l' l1 l1..:. 

JJ , i 11 tl1•· :-i l all· ul \\' a-..l . itH.!tt>ll: .\lt-·li 11da. 
1:\Ir:-. 1\tJI! .. rltt•. "I \\-nsl,i tl! . .!lnll: l.tt tti:'<L 

,_\l r-. . . \f ,·l·.\1 1'" '· .t~ t't ·a:-• ·tl•. ,.,'"' \\'r~:- tltt · 
Jir:-. t Jl l' l' :-1111 lllill'r it.od i 11 liHrri sun CcllllJt .\'; 
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Mary J., (Mrs . McCollough 1; Martlla E., 
(Mrs. Porter). (deceased); Hugh, lives at 
Mapleton, low _l. 

The subject of this sketch, who will 
long be rem em berecl by the early settlers 
of Harrison County, passed from the 
scenes of this life,in March, 1R7G. His wife 
died in 1861. .:VIrs. Malinda rBntler) 
Neeley belonged to the Presbyterian 
Church, while he held to the Unive rsalist 
faith. 'rhey were both burit-d in the 
Murray Cemetery. 

'Illn' OEL FOF'rS, an extensive farmer, 
' f J • living on section z4, of Harrison 
' ~ : - Township, is a native of Putnam 
County, lnd., born .May 18, 1826. He is 
the son of Noel and Jane tWright) Fonts, 
who were from North Carolina and among 
the early settlers of Indiana. \Vhen our 
t;ubject was twenty-three .vears of age he, 
in company \Yith the family, came to 
Shelby County, Iowa, where the parents 
both died. 'rhcy were the parents of 
twelve children: Abner, Reuben, Delilah, 
Rachel, Andrew ann Mary) all deceaRecl; 
Nancy, wife of Bd Saudy, a resident of I 
~helby County; Martha , deceased; Sarah, .,. 
widowed; Noel, our ~nbject; Cynthia and · 
Eli, U.eceased. 1 

Onr subject rece>ived his education in I 
the subscription schools of the Hoosier 
8tate, and bought a claim in Elk C+ro,·e, 
H anison County, Iowa, iu 1850, which he 
farmed one ycad!iihen sold and moved to 
Galland's Gro,·e, Hhelby C'onnty, \\'here 
he bought a claim of three hundred a11d 
tweuty acres . H e remained in that cou11t.'· 
until 187U, ann then returned to this 
county, where he 1uLr1 a fa.rrn of !::'ig !Jt,Y 
acres. He now possesses two hundred 

and forty-five acres in this county, and 
eighty a.cres iu Shelby Count~·. 

He was united in ma.rriage in Novem
ber, 1848. to :\fartha Simpson, and they 

' have a family of nine childreu-C~·nthia, 
widow of R. T. Laird; :Mary, wife of \V. 
J. Benjamin, of Harrison County; Sarah, 
\\'ife of Luther .McCord, a resident of 
Shelh~· County; \Villiam T., a resident of 
Harrison Township: Martha. B., wife of 
'vValter f->mithers, of Shelb? County; 
Nancy, wife of E. D. :McCon1) of Shelby 
County; George B., a resident of Dun
lap; James \V. , a resident of Harrison 
Townsl1ip, awl Edith, at hollle. 

Politicallr our subject affiliates with 
the Democratic part.y, and is one of the 
leading and enterprising citizens of his 
eounty. Mrs. Fouts is a member of the 
Baptist Church. 

I~ SAAC \V. COX. a fa rmer of section 
1 

:3-1:, A !len Township, has been a resi
l dent of the (:onnt~· since the autumn 

of 1862, whell h e located uPar Missouri 
Va.llcy, whe re l:e pnrchasecl two hundred 
acres of wild land, npon which he made 
improYements ancl remained one year, 
and afterward bought two hundred aud 
forty Heres m Calhoun Township, and 
has owned Y::trious tracts of land from t.hat 
time to this. 

Mr. Co·x \\'ft:-; bom iu :\1ontgomery 
Count~·, Ohio, in No,·ember, 1817, and is 
the son of Abraltau1 and Lydia Cox, na
ti,·es of Tennesse and Yirginia, who reared 
a famil.v of e ight c],ildren, seven of whom 
still su n ·ive. Our subject remained in the 
Bncke.re Rtate until he " ·as tiix years old, 
ancl tl1en renlU\'ecl to Incliana, and re
mained at home until he was of age; then 

I 
I 
I 

I 
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Selected U.S. Federal Census Non-Population Schedules, 1850-1880- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for Thomas B. Neely in Iowa 

Name: Thomas B Neely 

Locality: Little Sioux 

County: Harrison 

State: Iowa 

Enumeration 12Aug 1870 

Date: 

Schedule Type: Agriculture 

Sou ret Citation : Crnsulli )t'"1r: 111-v: Y.nsus Plt,Ct": Lit tit' Swux. 1-ln,.ison. I•Jll/0: ·\I'Chi'c 
Cotlr tion 'umber. T1156: Roll: q. PAA(' 3: t.•nt ... so;S·h,·rluh-T\-pe: \~rinJintrt 

Sou~~ lnfonnation: 
\r« r ~ Mm. Selected I .S. Ft<f,orol Cc•ISliS \on-Pouulatim .xl;tduiN tll<;o-tBBo (dat~ on· 
n P· ·.. ll. LS>.. , ...... t~ com Op<'rot!Ons..f~- 2010. 
l~noldat.: 

'onvopulatoon c • .,..,. Srh, do t .. loo C,hfornia. o8,;o- o88o \forrolilm Tht 8anoroM uoror\ 
C "''trsit) of CalifomtA tkorkdt\ 

'onvop1.cl~tion Ct'o.su-..Sdtl•dult") (or lllino1s. J8so·t88o (\1,\RA mi<' nfih11 pub1ic-atton Tu33. 
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