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O  .nDp LAwrence KirBY

Oma W. Kirby, born Nov. 16, 1898,
est of Sharpsburg. My parents were
. and Mary E. "Richey" Brown. My
', Marvin, lives in Branson, Mo. and my
jrace Selders, lives in Lenox. My broth-
¢, Charlie, Clyde, and a sister, Daisy, are
ed. We grew up near Sharpsburg. After
g school, | worked for ““North Taylor
", in the post office in Sharpsburg, and
ather's general store. My parents were
s when | was younger,

ried Lawrence Kirby on March 6, 1918.
ie was five years old, he moved with his
to Taylor County from Page Co. His
s were William W. and Ann **Cree"’ Kirby.
. a brother, Guy Kirby, of Johnstown,
jo. His older brother, Earl E., and sisters,
Akers and Mary E. Britt are deceased.
Iso lived most of their lives in Taylor Co.

vrence and Oma Kirby

ire the parents of three children: Oma
Wehde, Des Moines; Virgil E. Kirby, Bed-
'enita Schmidt, Fairfield Bay, Ark. We
ne grandchildren: Larry Lange, Pomroy,
lichard Lange, Pearidge, Ark.; Deanna
. Des Moines; Connie Cooper, Clearfield;
Schaefer, Maloy, lowa; Duane Sobotka,
ny; Cleota Tapken, Orient, lowa; Jolene
ck, Douglasville, Georgia; and Frances
erty, Bedford. We have twenty great-
thildren.

oldest children attended high school in
d. Virgil finished in Sharpsburg. Venita
ed high school in Diagonal.

yugh | was a busy farmer's wife, helping
1ores and pinch-hitting with field work, |
ime to work part time at several stores.
.awrence's retirement, | worked eight
at the Lenox Sale's restaurant and ten
it the "'4 U-Trading Post"' in Lenox.

itarted our home southwest of Sharps-
.ater, we moved east of Conway, then
of Conway. A farmhcme in the Oak Hill
r was our next home. After leaving here,
ight a farm southeast of Bedford. In the
of 1936, afterselling the farm, we moved
 Sharpsburg. There was so much snow
2ar and as everyone knows, the roads
t what we have now. Thus our furniture
aded and unloaded three times before
i to our location. We moved south of
iburg, then in 1942 to our farm near
ial for nine years. Lawrence's health
so we moved into Diagonal for two years
| w- “ad in a store again. When he
ed : health, we moved back to the
Jow. . r, we went to Florida, Calif., and
a three winters for Lawrence's health.
ne summer in Colorado before moving
€ home we built in Lenox. His health did
/e again, so we bought a farm north of
‘d. After living here several years, we
I into our home on Temple Street in
After eleven years here, we have been

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines

living in one of the “*Sunrise Apartments’ for
the past four years. By Oma Kirby and Dorothy Kirby

VIRGIL KIRBY FAMILY

Virgil and | are definite Taylor County people.
We, with our two small daughters, Cleota and
Jolene (later Frances blessed our home),
moved to our present farm in 1949. | was born
on this farm in Clayton Township. Virgil's first
home was on a farm two miles from here. The
family lived in this neighborhood five years. He
lived in Taylor County most of his life. However,
we never met until | was teaching school in
Ringgold County.

We lived near Diagonal the first year we were
married, then moved to a farm a quarter mile
from our present home. Next Virgil was in the
Army while | kept house for my grandfather and
cared for Cleota. We moved back near Diagonal
for two years. We both worked part-time off the
farm. We bought our farm in 1976, putting a
mobile home onitin 1978.

All our daughters graduated from Bedford
High School and were active in 4-H and MYF. |
also worked with 4-H for more than ten years.
Cleota and Jolene attended business school in
Omabha. Fran attended Northwest Missouri Uni-
versity a year.

My parents, Pearl *‘Cavner” and Glen M.
Hughes were both raised in Taylor County. |
have two sisters, Darline Ernest, Luetta Kin-
man, and a brother, Glen |. Daddy, a farmer,
spent most of his life within a few miles of our
home. My grandparents, Mary Elizabeth
“Bruner' and Isaac Hughes were raised near
here and farmed all of their life close to our
home. Great-grandfather Jermiah Hughes was
born in West Virginia. He married Amy Newton,
daughter of Isaac Newton of Plattevillein 1861.
Rev. Hughes was a Methodist circuit rider. His
first parsonage in Taylor County was at Lexing-
ton with services at Conway and several
schoolhouses.

Dorothy and Virgil Kirby

Joseph Bruner from Indiana was another
great-grandfather, married to Mary Susan
“McMurtry."

My mother, Pearl ‘‘Cavner’’, was one of
eleven children born to William and Bertha
“Hurst" Cavner. She had a twin brother, Earl.
Our daughter, Jolene, was also a twin. Her twin
brother, Joseph, lived three days. Mother's
parents moved from Taylor County back to
Missouri, 1921, the year my parents were mar-
ried. | wish | knew the stories as to how her
grandfather Cavner and great-grandfather Wil-
liam McNerney came here from Ireland.

Virgil's father, Lawrence Kirby, was born in
Page County; however he has lived most of his
life in Taylor County. His parents were William
and Anna "'Cree'" Kirby. Oma "Brown", Law-
rence's bride, was a daughter of Odis and Mary
“"Richey" Brown born near Sharpsburg. Virgil
has two sisters, LaVon and Venita. His great-

grandfather, David Brown, came from Indiana,
married Mattie Freeman, and lived sometime
near Conway. Oma's other grandfather, Isaac
Richey, married Albigal Mathews. He had a
livery barn in Sharpsburg.

Our family now consists of: my mother; Vir-
gil's parents; (Cleota) — Mr. and Mrs. Art
Tapken, Renee, Neal, Orient, lowa; (Jolene) —
Mr. and Mrs. David Kendrick, Davy, Andrea,
Douglasville, Georgia; and (Fran) — Mr. and
Mrs. Bill Dougherty, Bedford. By Dorothy Kirby
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Kirk and Kathlyn Kirketeg

ATtty. 0. J. KIRKETEG

Born on a farm near Eagle Grove in 1981 to
Knute and Olena Kirketeg, formerly of Norway,
one of five children. He graduated from the
University of Northern lowa, 1912, After three
years as superintendent of schools at Little
Cedar and Columbus City, he attended the
University of lowa and was graduated from the
College of Law, 1917. His career was interrupt-
ed by two years of service in WW . Twice
afterwards he was commissioned in the Infan-
try Reserve and was a District Commander of
the 8th Congressional District of the American
Legion. .

1919 he began the practice of law as a junior
member of law firm of Wisdom and Kirketeg,
then State Senator representing Taylor and
Adams Counties; member of Board of Gover-
nors of the State Bar Association; a staunch
Republican, delegate to National Republican
Convention in Kansas City.

He was a deacon in Presbyterian Church,
Grand Patron of the Order of Eastern Star of
lowa, member of Taylor Lodge Royal Arch
Masons and served as Grand High Priest of
lowa, Tyre Council of Select Masons, Knights
Templer, Za Ga Zig Shrine, Des Moines, Red
Cross of Constantine, Cedar Rapids. At the
time of his death, he was serving as treasurer of
the Grand Lodge of lowa.

Kirk, as he was called, had been appointed by
Government Blue to the State Tax Commission
the day before he suffered a heart attack,
March 22, 1940, and passed away at age of 53,

Kirk enjoyed gardening, flowers, golf, and
loved people. He took an active part in civic and
social affairs of the surrounding community.

Kathlyn McCulloch Kirketeg Wick's family
originated in Scotland and settled in Canada.
Grandpa McCulloch went to the Gold Rush in
California. On his return to Canada to get his
bride, he purchased a farm near Nashua, lowa.
It was on that farm | was born on July 18, 1902
to Duncan and Lilie McCulloch. Later we
moved to Nashua where | graduated from high
school, then attended Grinnell College and
graduated from the University of lowa with a BA
degree; did graduate work at University of
Colorado and University of Wisconsin. |
coached girls' basketball, taught social studies
at Logan and Lenox, lowa and Rochelle, lllinois
from 1924 to 1937.

{
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February 27, 1937 | was married to Attorney
0. J. Kirketeg and resided in Des Moines during
his first session in the legislature. | served as
president of lowa Legislative Ladies' League.
We moved to 1008 Dodge Street, Bedford, in
the spring.

| was elected the first Republican Woman
Senator, Grand Esther of Grand Chapter of the
Eastern Star, State Auditor of the lowa Council
of Republican Women's Club; was appointed by
Governor Blue to the Board of Curators of the
State Historical Society; Bedford Library

Board, Delta Kappa Gamma, P.E.O., Fort Night-
ly, American Legion Aux., Presbyterian Church,
and taught social studies in Bedford from 1944
to 1968.

In 1968 | was married to Dr. James H. Wick of
lowa City, moving back to Nashua where we
were both born.

ke

Fred and Fern Klinzman
Wedding Picture — 1916

FRED MARTIN KLINZMAN

Fred Martin Klinzman, son of David Linden
and Henrietta Williamina (Bauchman) Klinz-
man, was bornin Cornell, lll. October 11, 1891.

He was one of seven children — Ella, Fred,
Harvey, Viola, Mary Emily, Mable, and Louis.

His early childhood was spent in Nebraska,
Missouri, and Colorado.

On December 3, 1916, he was married to
Fern Mary Ellen Olds, daughter of George Elmer
and Anna Bell (Carey) Olds.

She was one of seven children — Luther,
Fern, Daisy, Nellie, Lewis, Glady, and Linda.

This home was blessed with four girls: Hildred
Lucille married C.C. Reynolds; Doris Louise
married William (Bill) Scott; Bonnie Fern mar-
ried Harlan Shelman; and Burdean Ruth mar-
ried Marlin Brown.

In the early years of their married life they
lived in lowa, Missouri, Nebraska, and Minneso-
ta. In 1923 they moved back to lowa and lived
on a farm in Adams County. In 1947 they
bought a farm in Taylor County and lived there
until his health failed in 1960. They then moved
to a home in Lenox where they lived together
until he passed away in 1964. She lived alone
until her health failed in 1979 and is now a
resident of the Lenox Care Center.
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ALVIN LESLIE KLOPP

My great-grandparents, both the Cobbs and
the Foremans, came by covered wagon from
Indiana before the Civil War, settling southwest
of Bedford. My grandfather, Leonard
Dorr,came from near Bonn, Germany in 1858.
He met and married my grandmother, Per-
melia Osborne, and they lived near Tipton, lowa
a few years before moving southeast of Bed-
fordin the No. 6 school district of Taylor County
(Banner). My grandfather, Ambrose Cobb, met
and married my grandmother, Matilda Fore-
man, in 1870, and after living southwest of
Bedford a few years, they moved to the same
school district.

My mother and father, Nellie and Charlie
Dorr, started to school together, their birth-
days being the same day, only my mother was
one year younger. After they married, they also
lived in that same school district. My brother,
Murvale, and | started to Ross No. 6 school,
where my mother taught before she was mar-
ried. | also taught there before | was married. All
my great-grandparents, grandparents and par-
ents were farmers all their lives.

Alvin's grandparents, Gideon and Elizabeth
Wieser, moved from Louisville, Kentucky to
Bedford shortly after the Civil War, where his
grandfather continued his trade as a painter.
His grandfather, Benjamin Klopp, was a mason
and moved wherever he could find work, finally
moving his family to Bedford in 1893 from
Maryville, Missouri and earlier from Sioux Falls,
South Dakota Territory. He had originally come
to lowa from Berks Co., Pennsylvania. Alvin's
father, Leslie Klopp, worked all his life at the
Bedford Creamery, as part owner, later as
foreman for Cudahy Packing Company.

Alvin and | are Bedford High School gradu-
ates, living in or near Bedford for eight years
after we were married, then moving to Sioux
City for eight years, where Alvin was foreman in
Swift's Creamery. We moved back to a farm in
northern Taylor County, 7% miles south of
Corning in 1945, We moved to Bedford for the
years 1954, 55, and 56 where Alvin was fore-
man of Cudahy Creamery, but moved back to
the farm in 1957.

We have two daughters, both born near Bed-
ford. One lives in a suburb of Detroit and the
other in Kansas City, Missouri. We have one
granddaughter, four grandsons, three great-
grandsons, and one great-granddaughter. All
look forward every summer to a week's vaca-
tion in lowa on the farm, and every Christmas
to a reunion, with snow and holiday festivities.

We travel a lot all over the country to visit our
children and grandchildren. We are retired but
stilllive on the farm. Is there a better place, with
good neighbors and friends and room to move
and breathe? We rent the farm ground to a
good neighbor. Submitted by Helen Dorr Klapp

TeRRANCE J. KLUTHE

Terrance James (Terry) and | first came to
Taylor County in the spring of 1974 for a job
interview. We were drawn to the brick streets,
courthouse, old store fronts, and many fine old
homes. We prefer the friendliness and slower
pace of small town life.

We both grew up in southeastern South
Dakota. My ancestors came from Germany and
Austria in the nineteenth century. My paternal
great-grandfather rode the train with his family
from New York to Yankton, S.D. From there
they walked across the prairie carrying their
possessions to Hutchinson County, $.D., where
they homesteaded. Later their children all mar-
ried and had large families; thus, | grew up with
many Kurtenbach cousins. Terry's father's
family came from Germany and homesteaded
in Aurora County, S.D. His mother's family
came from England to Adair, lowa, and later
lived in Aurora County. | grew up on our family
farm near Parkston, S.D. with two older sisters.
From the farm life, | was taught an appreciation
for nature, animals, the beauty of a sunset, and

g 1z \\
Terrance Kluthe Family

the pride of a day's work well done. Terry gre
up in the small town of Plankinton, S.D. +
boyhood was spent earning spending mon
and playing sports. Later he majored in educ
tion and earned his college degree. It was a fe
years after his teaching career began that \
met. We married on August 7, 1969,

At that time | was working on my B.S.
education at Dakota State College in Madisc
S.D. Before | had completed my degree thei
Terry had earned his Master's at South Dakc
State University in Brookings, S.D. In 197:
began my teaching career, and Terry accept
the elementary principalship at Hartingtc
Nebraska.

In June of 1974, we bought our first home
807 Main and moved to Bedford. Our home
over 100 years old, spacious, and has beenw
kept. That summer we attended an auction a
bought a heavily-painted bedroom suite {
$30. This began my hobby of refinishing fur
ture. | have enjoyed furnishing our home wi
antiques that I've collected and restored.

In the fall of 1974, Terry became the Bedfo
elementary principal. | taught high school Er
lish, speech, and drama, and directed pla)
After eight years my teaching career has te
porarily ceased.

On July 12, 1980, Taylor County became t
first home a baby girl named Lindsay Shire
Kluthe will ever know. Lindsay was overdue,
our friends were anxiously awaiting her birt
We told them to watch our front porch. Asso
as Terry returned from the hospital that Sat
day, he tied many pink ribbons on the por
pillars to announce her arrival. Word spre
quickly that we had agirl, and many cards, gif
and visitors arrived. She has been quite
event in our lives. Our happiness has be
shared by the many special people who ha
made life in Taylor County these past six yez
very enjoyable. By Linda Marie Kiuthe

THE KNOTT FAMILY

William Knott was a small boy when Thom
Jetferson was presidentin 1801. He was Welc
born in Kentucky, a shoemaker by trade. |
married Sarah Knight. They heard of the ri
prairie land of lllinois, so loaded their worl
possessions onto a flat boat and moved. Wh
they arrived in Peoria, the town consisted
only a few log cabins. They later moved to A
in Peoria County. Their first home was a |
cabin and later a two-room home. During t
period, ten children were born. The third chi
born August 16, 1836, was my grandfath
John Knott.

John Knott, married Rachel Dickenson
1860 in lllinois. Her mother was Holland Dut:
Eight children were born, only three survivil
Minnie Shimer, Carrie Aram, and my fath
William Isaac. All later became residents

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.





