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St andard For m Fo r Members o f the Leqlslature 

Harne 

1 . Birthday and place 23 ·a.u~ust l8St. Bellevue , Iowa 

2 . Harr i age (s) date place 
(A) Mrs. Fr ances Erns t Martin *c188Z-1945) , 29 Seot , 1915 (possibly Bellevue) 
(B) Waive Ellen Ernst, 1946 

. . 
3 . Significant event. for example : 

A. Bus ine.. carpenter! lumberyard 

B. Civic re.pon.ibiliti •• __________________________________ __ 

C. Prof ••• ion ______________________________________________ _ 

•. ChUrch membership-OC~a~t~ho~l~i~c~ __________________________________ __ 

5 . Sessions •• rved48 G.A., 1939 ; House , Jackson Co. 

6 . Public Office. 

A. LocalMayor Bellevue 6 terms; fireman 32 years & chief fire dept 23 yrs 

B. Stat. 

C. National 

7. Death 4 July 1965. Mercy Hospital, Dubuque 

8 . Chi ldren' __ ~n~o~n~e ____________________________________________ __ 

9. Kames of parenti Louis Bittner (Pa . 26 JHly 1848-la. 
Mary G. NeUmyet (ta . 1854 1!H5 

1930); carpenter and lumber 
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( 

10. Education _______________________________________________________ _ 

11. Degrees ________________________________________________________ _ 

12. Other applicable information Father, b. Pa . • came to Clayton Co. , la, 
with parents, 1855 ; learned carpenter's trade at age 20;- moved to Bellevue 1881; awarded 
contracts for all the principal buildings in Bellevue after arrival; was pertner with Grover 
from 1918; mayor Bellevue 2 years; councilman 4 years; jp over 8 years; He & son operated 
retail lumeer yard from 1914 until his death. Son bought another yard in city in 1940, com
bined with his, and sold themn to Bellevue Lumber Co in 1862. 

Treasuerer St. Josehph Church 25 yrs; membee of Bellefue Council Kinghts of Columbus; 
Duborg Assenkiy 4tgh degree Knights; Rosary Society of church; Bellevue Garden ClUb and BelleVUE 
Golf Club. 

Survived by 2d wife and two sisters-.------------------------------------------------

----~---------------------
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· " 

Sources Log ror Legislation Bntri,. 

·~pplic.bility 

Source Mon ~pplic.bl. 

Bellevue Herald Leader . Thur. 6 July 1865 
St ork/Clingan , Legislators 
1a Offic Register 1939 
House jhournal 1967 x 
Jackson Co . Rist 1916 
Jackson Co. Rist 1989 x 
Jackson Co . marriagfes A-47 
1920 Census Jackson Co . 62/17/24 

Applicable Information obtained 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 
x 

dea th . obit 
sessions served 
bui' 

bio of father 

Ls t marriage 
G, 1s t wf, her brother 
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mnilien. Lynn 
Hipschen. James P . 
Hip5chen. )fary L. 
Hutehcrolt. :\IOl1 icl J 
Keil. Joan P. 
Kei i. Richard J . 
Klo! t. J ames 
L3tta. )I ickey R. 

·Uti'l"oorn. RO;3!Y:l ... 
.:pperl. Janine A. 

Lucke. Terry 
-'L;iers. Sheila 
-'l an(lerscheid. Lor~£ 
)Ieomser. Joh n J . 

IDt~rme(1i a tl' C.t. , 
)londay and W~(1. . !I :~ 
Stei-:. Debra J ... mtli' 
B,;-nnl'lL ROXJ:\nC' L,' 
C:'H.cb.,· p ... lr:("\; .\ 
r.:H.ld ~:-. -'l l~h.,,·l .\ 
E •• ·:I <. D;I:lny l' 
S:J;', _<")1"1. Gizd!,' .-\ 
T~':l~~;"l . D<,;;'l",:· .\ 
Z; :-t1:l1i'r. Die, j;T,.' : I:: 

1(1·103.m. 

Lif(,;;j ' in '! ' ; .. 

SER'/IIIG EASTERN IICKSON COUNTY-WIIERE NITURE PRO~DES 10WI'S GREIlES! RESliURCES 
Vol. 95, No. 27 

~Irs. Dvas 
Dies in Crash 

Bellevue, Iowa, Tqursday, July 8 , 1965 

4 PAGES 'v 
I: rcau.~r or th(' ~hort holicl~~' 

'1<'\'" ~n( t .~omr mrr h3nit-:11 tlif· 
flt-ullic.'. I h (' I1('r ~l'l· i.(' :l!lcr 

{·'lil.i,t~ <If only fOIlI' il:l~ C'; thi ~ 
wed;. 

G. J. Bittner 
Dies Sumlav .' 

,\11"' Rob.'1"! II. J)~.;5 ,'l g 'i!.- \ :Io' :"1"\1 " . I'('\;,'~ 1I 1'I"3:,I,I.(,3,I('r ('I "\"'·.F niPnc :', i ll f" .. 111;,"y 
.' . j.; ~::,·d '\ In:hl ..•. .J'1I~ ; '1\.1 \\ill l'ont3i:1 I'i t"l:lr~, I ~l." n ,1,,1" \(', .1' < "··"':lI'l~"'1 :11 )\('I!o',"C hll~' 

"~I,'·( . ·; ."(·nl .... l1t f"lll" 01::", .,,'<! ill :! t!1I' Fourth or .l ui\" I· ,· rrhl~. in" .. :lIlIi ci\"it ;l r f~iL'~, d ied ;11 3 
.J: ~-: c(-:l,>ll,\··,iJil' 011 1I1":,I' :IY :: ~~ . li"lI, tlI H~ t!u" ... "r IIII' "Iim- :1.111 .. ~;m,t.lr . .I tdy -t . in .\lcl"I·Y ho .• · 
~II"';. ["I:,.,;; II';!;; .1 Jl:\ " I'I\~" 1 in .' min !\" lIOn I ,h',ii rntin ll . Il l':ill its " il<>1 ill [)"hwl.UI'. I'" h;.(1 IJl· ... 11 i ll 
nr ,il"I\t'1l b.\· h,'I" .~ I" .. n:!d.:Il.,\·". 01" th(' l' ar:]d(' illtl ~ in~. 1]lu~ ;111 f:lilin;: l:c;t1ln 10j' tht· )ail six 

~ I ontl~~· anti 'r r,.!.. 9: , . 1'1:10 ~.m, )Ir. •. \ '((Ki ..;,l1ls, 22. 01 1(1\\';1 1..'11.". MIl<'l" s torif" On Ih,' ('('11'1;1'"11 ",, 11l01111H. 
[: ('ck. Grei;O:~ !: ~Ir~. Sllil~ ;lml hl'1" 20·ml)l1til ,,~ d "HI hI" IIrr' ",I1 I ... oI "llh th ... Ilk· Rt Rl'\· .. \ l s~r . .J . E, Linkl'nmey· 
r;o:!ll rd. Jim" -dau;:hter. Li ~:l. ;I re ho~pil ;l!i l('(1 turl'S. rr W<l5 eclebl';Hlt fOl' the ~olemn 
H ip~chen, Th'J r.1 .l! ' I . "I Ceo;lr R;lpid5 '\!erer hO~ !l li.l. n'(llIkm hi;!h ~llIss in St. Joseph s 
Stanek. Lir:d ... X C .. d:u· coumy s h('riir~ offil'e r ... · ~I K Catholic church tit 10 a.m, Wed, 
~~: ~:: :~: ~:~e Le. poneo lh<l! ;\I rs. Suits ;l pp.lrenlly 1,' rs. ' . A(lriall nesdHY. Re\·. Phillip SchmH!. as-

1051 eonlr;)! of Ihe C;ll' pl1 n ('\lI'H' , giSI,11lI I)"stor. was dCilcon, and 
S.nners ("!J,s C~\I.;illl! Ihe c~r to )e~\"e the road· D.' es JIll" 3 Rc\' , Donald Kruse of Cilsc~tle WilS 

;\Tonday & ." ed., 9:20 . 10:10 a.m. W;l\' irito a 13 foot ditch , The 1' ;]1' sub.deacon. 
Lana. Jan ~I. era'~hed into the emb;mkment uu t of The Kempter·G3l!agher funer:!! 
~Ianderscheid, P atrie,: J . did not o\·erturn. ~IH . Kl'nneth :\drian. 33, of home W~i in charge of arnmge· 
;\Iedinger. J"mu R. fUl1eral sel'\'ices for ~I rs. Dps, Om"hu, :\eb .. former resi lient Of ment~, 
) !ed lnger. J oa n ;\1 . i2. will be Ihi ~ morning. Thundil)' , thi5 arl'''. died at ll :30 p.m. 5atur· ;\Ir. Bittner was born Aug. 23. 
~!edin¢er, ;\!arty J . .~ at JO a.m. ;I t Ihe Kempl er·Cia ll:l· day, Jul~' 3. at 51, J oseph hospital 188-4 in Bellevue, a son of the Iilte 
:'I leier. Don E . gher Funer«) home. Dr. L,;uren ce in Dulmque. Louis : lIld :'Ilary Niemeyer Bittner. 
:'I!ichel. Grc j;On' Xel;~n. pastor of First Presb>" funer~l sen' icl'S we"e held ;It In 1914 Louis and Grover Bittner 
:'>Ilchel. Juliann ._.., terian church. "" ill officiate ill the 11.30 ;1.m. Wednesday in 51. Char. formed a partnership for the re-
• . , -heis , :\Iar ~' S. rites and at the imermt'nt in the II'S Catholic church at Cass"jIJl', tail lumber business on North 51" 

lelil, Rickr J , 'a meter\'. Wis .. and burial was in the church cond Street with Grover beeoming 

Be,lllDe" nus e!ifr~ ndf. He dli:!"(1 iii APTiF:;r--SUt ".III, u~u§iil~in ~rr-t:1vre--mrtterw~::: 
-")Rlr"dlT TlfCrW e·tt:;-1. 0:1.,.-11. 1":111":"1 . . (laugh tet s. ;Ja'Tlrne--:nrd"-"f ~",ar9r-Gr::Bille" ij:ij: 

,~bbott, :\I i('kaei p , following his death. l!rs. Dyas SUZ,lnne at home: three sons. Ken. tween 1936 and 1948 and a ter m as 
Brown , K" ren again taught and served for some nelh, Gary and :\tichael at home; repl'esentati"e fro,!, Jaeksop counc_ ----
Bro",·n. l\evin L. t ime as a sororit}' house mother in to the Iowa In 1938 . 

. JoaD in Arizona. In 1951. she 

D.aui;lherty. J ~ me5 
Daugherty. Lois 
f eller. Patly 
Gluemar.n . J anell ){ 
Gnebt:l. Debra S. 
Herr iz. Dand L. 
Herrig, Jout W, 
Herrii. Steyen H. . 
~tT.:.rarlf P.-

Keil , Dennis L. 
Ki.t bur;. Jams ll. 
I\ ue l ~r. Da\'ld 
Ku tl t T. :" ancy J . 
Ku n.u. Ch .. rles E 
f' ~ta.i k a . DHrtll G. 
Petes.ch. Gary L 
?ele;ch . Kathy ,-\ 

on;: . Jane E 
..eler. )( a,~ 5 

~null.e . Stolle J 
Sl;nwaI(H . Tomm) V. 
SltCld,e·, Anna :w 

a.ta:i !I.ae " a .us; 
• ...uJ u4 W~ . 1. : 1. 
.", i»Dt1 :"lon L 
~kt1" . o.'IIn P 
1l.tlmH,. Shar&rCI K u _ •.• __ , _____ • 

, 
vue at ll l"i. FI';lI1cis I Veronica I Ry:m of cJmHna of the 
resided in Belle\'ue since that Dubu(lue : :'<Irs. Clarence (Viola ) unit. 
time. Jensen of )laquoketa, ll rs. Ray· He ser"ed St. Joseph's ehurch 

:\I rs. Dyas was a charter mt'mller mond ( )I ary ) W('ber of Bellevue, as treasur('r for 25 years. was a 
of Chapter FL, ?EO. Belle\'ue: the )l r5. :-:eil ( Rose) Weber of La. member of the Bellevue council, 
Library Board , bein;: instrument a) )lottl'. and llrs. Edward (J ean) Kni ghts of Columbus, of Duborg 
in the loundin!,! 01 Ihe Bellevue Brosius 01 Dubuque: three broth. assembly, Fourth Degree Knights, 
library: the Presbyterilln churrh en, Alve, Jame. and Paul Flam- He .... .;Ill .also a member oC the Ros-
and_its_ RuJ!L(.ml.!.c. ______ .mang, all o( LlI.)f.olle, . _~_--,'",ry Sodety ot the churcll. 

-::;-- --1teJiil'er h"tr- h(isb.nd:-sheTS" sui" - - - -- ,.. ··:~,.r:J3Tilm.·r--w;rs--a- member vi 

: ~, 

11 I .m . 

vi"ed by • son , ElJioti Kucheman J.-\ VCE£S ~££T TO~' J GHT Ihe Belle,'ue Garden club, and 
of .\finne~ poIJ ~ .. \finn .: 1I daurhler, Till' Belle"oe Jaycees will mee! BeJle\'ut' Golf club. 
)frs. Gl'orl/e rConstance ) .... oss of .\11'. Bittner married Frances at 8 Ihi s evening in lhe city h"J1 
(; r~ J1{hje ..... X. Y.: t hree ;:ra nd· Ernst :'<f ;lnin in 1!JJ5 ill Bellevue. 
dau~ht(:rs: ;I ;.:rund.,rJl1: ~, ;.:rh ' (' for Ihe,,' I"e ;: ul;,,· July sess ion. Shp (lied in 1945. He m~rried 
gr~n t.ltl"u !( ht !l r : ~n'( .. ~islllr. .\In. \\'t';,·c Ellen Ernsl in 1946 and 
P;r ke )lltOre of KJ~si mlll· . F'J ~ . St, Donatus Youth she $ur,·i\,es. Also sun·;"ing afe 

RW .... F.f.TISG POSTPOSF:D 
The J" ly brt~ kh~t meelJl1;': ,,( 

the Be(lelul: Rl:puhllcan Women .. 
c lub ha s b.een postp<JJ1ed (r'/rl1 
ThurMl;.y. July 8. to) Thl, ,,d,, y. 
July 15, ~!' the )llli JJylN hlJme 

R.4. IS£ HOI;SE 
J'lt; Conn.er h~s st~rttd lun n~ 

do ... ·n tN:: )f rs , F:1rla~th DUl.'s Jn ~ 

d C 
1\1'0 ~JS t(' l"5. )frs. 'Geor~e (Eila) 

Atten amps, Zl'ntnl'r of B('lIevue ~nd Mrs. 
Leader School Lloyd D. ( Rhoma) Wer tz of Du· 

buque. ....tt t· ndin:; thl' EWALt! Lu thI" 
ran Bihlt C" mp at Stra \l'bll TJ"Y 
Point t his .... eek from 51. John'3 
Luthtran t·hur("h. SI. J)on~tlJ s. are 
....r.~t11' Schroeder, Susan ('iesc· 
m~nn. (;ary Knitl .. nft John He· 
h • .rd Jb},("e ) l i("heI5 01 SI Paul's, 
La.\ltJlIe . .... tli 311end July 11·17. 

Bl'side his first wife he was pre· 
c('dlld by thrill' brothers and a sis, 
ter. 

Dr. W. B. Keil 
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IOWA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

BI1''l'WBB, OroYl. Z., BtUe,",t 
D_~ 

l eclucCl COlllltJ' 

Born In Bellevue. Iow a, Augu"t 23. 18M. Edu.:ated 
In parochial and publle "ehool.. W o rked at the Car· 
!)tinter trade until 1914, when w ith h i" father . u tab· 
Ii"hed the L. Bit t n er Lumbe r Company. Upon the 
death of hi" tathe r . he beeame the "ole owner of the 
Bittn er Lumber Co. A dlreetor of the Flnt National 
&nk. and II "erving second term .... m.yor of Bell'!. 
vue. A char te r member of the Lionl Club ; sen'l!d 
.... leeretary o f Lions Club five yeau. Married In 
19 1 ~; has no children. Serving firs t tl'rm in the legb · 
lature. 

BLUE. RoMI1 II .. ElICit Oro". Wrllht Coollt1 
R.publiull 

Born at Eagle Grove. Iowa. September 24 . 189S. 
~ . of Donald and Myrtle E . Blue. Wa" graduated 

the Eagle Grove h igh "chool In 1916. W orked 
railroad and in grocer'Y and fu rniture s tore. 

Altended C. C. C. College at Des Moines. lo .... a State 
College. and ....... graduated from the College of La .... . 
Drake U n"·enlt}" . in 1922 and has sub"equently pno("· 
tleed 11.\\ .... It h th~ firm of Hobbet & Blue. A p j,u;m eil 
county ,,\turney of Wright COUnt~· in OCloloer. 192-1. 
10 tlll a vacancy and served unUI Januar)" . 1931. 'Va . 
city attorne)" of Eagle Gro"e two year. . A delegate 
to the Republican naUonal eon"ention In Ch.cago In 
1i32. A World W a r veteran. membe r of t h e Mallonic 
lodge. the Methodillt Epl lCop8.1 church. the Amerlc8.n 
Legion. SibfTla A.lpha Epllilon and Phi Alphli Deltll 
fra ternities. Ma rried 10 Cathlene Beale of T amil. 
Two children. Barbara Ann. 10. nnd Donald Robert . 
8. born to thl l union. Elected to the legilliature In 
1934 . 1936 and 1938 ; R epublican floor leader in 1936 
a nd 1938. 

BOWE RS. L. c .. )tOllt U IIIon CO UIl\J' 
R'l',,/lljrG n 

Born In Henry county . 10w8.. September 3. 166 • . 
Edu cated In public achool" and Iowa State Teache" 
CoUege. Taught as principal o f to""n Icnoolll f or 
Iwelve vean. Entered the mercanUle bu~ine"s In 
I(~nt In' 1900. continuing to the pre~ent. lII ;, rried In 
1006 to Alta M. Toland . Hi'l l on .. lion . \, Irj:il L. ur 
Wal hlngton. D. C. Ejected repr""entatl n in lY32 
1934. 1936, and 1938. 

BRODERSEN. Tbom .. H .. Batll' Crtd; 
R' j,,,III""M 

Born In Germany, Jul)' 27 , 1m. Came 10 the United 
State~ with hi . parenu In 188.1. locating near Oxford 
Junction. JODe~ eounty. I owa . In 1881l . mO" ed with 
hi . parent. to Morgan lownlhi p. ,",'oodbury county. 
IOWa. Where he h8.s lived on a farm ..... hlch he oper
a1,,<\ and sUIl OWnll. In 1920. moved 10 Bailie Creek 
( , he h .... "Ince resided. United In marr'8.Ge h' 

uce R OlOff ot St. Paul. M lnn",..,t ... In 11l3~ 
» .... ,'ed .... town"hlp trulltee and a SlleSlor Ilnd ten 
yell,.. un the town council. A member of the P res. 
byterian chUrch , a thirtY-IIt,cond degr .... Mn60n Sen . 
• ng lecond Icrm In legili/l lure. 

~onn D. uu~ 

.. 
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he still lives. l"oul recently he wa s engaged in the iurnilUre businc~;;. the re but 
has now retired iTom active participation in the mcrC:lntile wo rld. Hi~ wlic. who 
was :'Iliss Fredericka Specht in her maidenhood, was also horn in the province 
of Hamburg. her bi rth h.wing occu rred December 18. 18~o. and she is ~till living. 

Charles Westphal had come to .-\merica three years beio re his father . having 
made the journey in company with an unde. Henry Specht. . \fter reac.hing 

- Iowa he went to Lost :\aliOI1. Oimon county. where he iound work ul)()n a 
farm, and then came to Jackson county. where he was similarly employed in the 
vicinity of Preston. In 1891 he bought eighty acres of his present iarm and 
later , when he felt that his success warranted it, he doubled its area. so that he 
is now operating a tract of (Inc hundred and sixty acres in :\Iaquoketa township 
and also owns one hundred and ninety- se\'en and a half acres in Fairfield town
ship. He recently commenced raising shorthorn cattle. in the hope of making 
this a profitable adjunct to his farming. 

It was in December. 1890. that :\tr, \Yestpha l and :\Iiss Emma Jebsen. a 
daughter of Gusta\' Jebsen, were united in marriage. ~ine children have been 
born to them: Arthur. Carl. :\[atilda. Amanda. Albert. Leo. Raymond. Arnold 
and Harold. 

Si nce he was admitted to citizenship in thi s republic. Jlr. Westphal has given 
his political support to the democratic party. on whose ticket he was elected to 
the office of school director . fulfilling hi s duties in that capacity for two years. 
H e has also ser\'ed as township trustee. He has been very loyal to the country 
of his adoption. intimately identifying himself with public affairs with a view of 
advancing the interests of the community in which he lives. He is a member of 
the Lutheran church. in his daily life making every effort to pm in practice its 
teachings. 

LOUIS BITTNER. 

Few residents of Bellevue have been more closely or actively connected with 
its growth and development than he whose name introduces this review. During 
the period of his residence in this tOwn. which covers almost three decades. he ha;; 
been the leading contractor and builder. erecting all of the principal buildings 
erected during the intervening years, while now, in conneccion with his son, he 
is successiul\y engaged a5 a dealer in building supplies. 

A native of Pennsylvania. Jlr. Bittner was born in S t .. \ugusti ne on the nd 
of July, 18-1.8. and, as the name indicates. is of German descent, his parents, John 
Land 11argaret (Car!) Bittner. having been born in tht: fatherland. The iormer's 
birth DCcurrt:d in (our Ht:sst: and the latter's in Hesse Darmstadt. and both came 
to America when about fifteen years oi age. Their respectiH famiiies located in 
Pennsylvania, where the iather followed the carpenter's trade and also engaged 
to some extent in farming. Both passed a\\'ay in Clayton county. Iowa. where they 
had taken up their abode in 1855. 

Louis Bittner. who was the sixth in a family of eleven child ren. was a lad of 
seven years when he accompanied his parents on their remO\'al to Iowa. Spending 

--
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the period of his boyhood and youth on his father's farm, he attended the coun· 
Iry schools of Clayton county in the acquirement of an education, and amid the 
bus)' activities of rural life learned lessons concerning the value of industry, 
energy and integrity---elemems which formed a firm foundation upon which he 
later reared the superstructure of a successful business career. He continued to 
give his father the benefit of his assistance on the home farm unt il twenty years 
oi age. when he \\"ithdrew from agricultural pursuits to learn the carpenter's trade. 
He followed that occupation in Gayton COllnt)' until 1881 , when he came to 
Bellevue and has since engaged in contracting and building in this city. From the 
start he has been eminently successful, his skillful workmanship, hi s modern 
ideas and his progressive and up to date methods winning him a most li beral and 
gratiiying patronage which has increased in volume and importance with the 
passing of the years. Something of his standing in the community is indicated 
by the fact that he has been awarded the contracts for all of the principal build
ings erected in Bellevue since his arrival here. He was alone in business until 
IgoB, when he admitted his son to a partnership, since which time they have been 
extensive dealers in building supplies, doing a large business along that line. He 
has other sources of revenue as well, being the owner of a large planing mill and 
also two sections of valuable land in Haskell county, Kansas, from which he re
ceives a gratifying annual rental. His sound business judgment is proving a pi> 

tent force in the successful management of the various interests with which he 
is associated, and he holds a foremost place among the representative, progressive 
and substantial business men of Bellevue. 

It was in 1876 that Mr. Bittner was united in marriage to Miss Mar), G: 
Niemeyer, a native of Clayton county, Iowa, and a daughter of Henry G. Nie
meyer, whose birth occurred in Ge rmany. UntO this union have been born seven 
children, namely: Clara, the wife of Thomas Prandy, of Dubuque, Iowa; Arthur. 
residing in De Smet, South Dakota; Ella, the wife of George Zintner, of Belle
vue; Grover, in business with his fathe r ; Vinson, of Dubuque; DIester, at home; 
and Rhoma, also under the parental roof. The three eldest children were bom in 
Guttenburg, Cla)10n county, while the four younger claim Bellevue as the place 
of their nativity. The family residence. at the corner of Iowa and Park streets, 
is a comiortable and attractive brick structure erected by we father in 1908· 

In spite oi the heavy demands made upon his time and energies by the con
duct of a large and important business, Mr. Bittner bas yet found time to take 
an interest in things municipal and has. since his residence in this city, been a 
most active and helpful worker in the public affairs of the community. 'A life long 
democrat, he has done all in his power 10 further the interests of that party in his 
section oi the country and his fellow citizens. recognizing his worth and ability, 
have called him to positions of the highest importance and honor in their power to 
bestow. For three years he served as mayor of Bellevue. was councilman of the 
city for four years and is no\\' acting as justice of the peace, which office he has 
filled for the past eight years. He was chairman of the democratic county cen
tral committee for one year and his devotion to the interests of his adopted city 
has ever remained unquestioned. ari sing as it does from a sincere desire for her 
welfare and progress. In public life he has proved bra\·e. conscientious and ef 
ficient in the discharge of e\'ery dUlY that has de\"olved upon him. while in busi-
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ness his energy and wi se management have been crowned by a most substantial ' 
success which is all the greater because his labors have contributed to the public 
upbuilding oi the city as well as to his individual prosperity. Although he has 
now passed the sixty-first milestOne on Ii ie's journey, he is yet active in the 
world's work, the consensus of public opinion according him high rank among 
her valued and honored citizens. 

MIKE]. McLAliGHLI:\". 

Through energy, perseverance and a ready appreciation of the opportunities, 
whereby success may be obtained through honorable endeavor, Mike]. Mc
Laughlin has progressed steadily toward the goal of prosperity until he 
now occupies a substantial position in the agricultural community of Butler 
township. He owns a fine farm of one hundred and six ty acres and in its cul
tivation, as in other pursuits in which he has engaged, has manifested good bus
iness ability. A native of Butler township, he was born on the place whereon he 
now lives, ),-Iarch 24, J874, and is a son of James and ~'lary Anne (Noonan) 
McLaughlin . The father, who was likewise born in J~ckson county, spent his 
entire life in this section of the state, being largely occupied with agricultural 
pursuits. He also carried on business as a general merchant, and his store is 
still standing upon the farm. Unto him and his wife were born ten children, as 
follows; ~Iichae1, who died in infancy; Mike ]., of this review; Nellie, the wife 
of Timothy Horn, of Dubuque, Iowa; John, who is residing in Texas; James, 
who is a collector and makes his home in S1. Paul, ~Iinnesota; Julia, dece~ed; 
Anna, who married Elmer Maloy, of Dubuque cOunty; Ciement, deceased; 
:Mary, who is the wife of Richard Fitzgivens. o f Dubuque: and Joseph, who has 
passed away. 

Mike J. McLaughlin, whose name introduces this review. has spent the 
greater part of his life in Jackson county. He received a fair education in the 
public schools of Butler township and early became familiar with the work of 
the farm, the broad and practical experience he gained while he assisted his 
father constituting a feature in his successful work as an agriculturist at the 
present time. He remained at home until he was nineteen years of age, when he 
began earning his own livelihood. Later he returned to the homestead, which he 
now owns. It embraces one hundred and sixty acres oi arable land, which has 
been brought under a high state of cultivation and is improved with two sets of 
buildings, He also owns forty acres in Dubuque county, likewise well improved. 
In addition to carrying on general farming, Mr. McLaughlin has engaged in the 
poultry business and in buying hides and furs, purchasing anything in this line 
from skin s of rabbits to those of larger animals, and his enterprise, industry and 
perseverance are winning a notable success for him in this connection. To farm
ing, however, he devotes the greater part of his time and his energies, and his 
annual sale of grains brings him a gratifying return. 

It was in I8gS that Mr. McLaughlin was united in marriage to Miss Mary 
Burk, a daughter of Joseph Burk, of Butler township. Five children have been 




