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1. Birthday and place-/f!d/J ;g 77 .?hh~t,-',. -~ {f;u#f~.;..._ c~ /tk''.,Prn~ / ,, fl; r 

2. Marriage (s) date place 

.~,. /. ' , J;n.<w /0= ,~J .. ,c. 
3. Significant events for example: 

A. Business /f'~n '~..-! -:/. .f.,:-': -·r ;:: ~Lq.". 1' {.i'l-;rlflYl- ' :{v"~ ·~ Y Fl" ~~~. / ... /, .. --/ -r;,.,. 
. . f i 

a}'-L(I"'~ ,:~ ,) rh.V•I'>'' ?./ (i'/' ,. ;f.\(>'/ /!1. ~· ~.;' ':"~' ; , _i 

/YV1t-, 1t ...... ,i.-· Citt;.,,.._ ''"6· · ct;_, , ...,, f. -•. / 
/~ I 

c. Profession~CZtG~~--- ~-~~- ~~-'~"~~~~y------------------------------------

B. State ________________________________________________ ___ 

9. Kames of parents 
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188 HISTORY OF \:VAPELLO COUNTY 

Wapello county, and his circle of friends is extensive, for his 
reliability and personal worth and his social, genial nature have 
gained for him the warm regard of all with whom he has come 
in contact. 

ERNEST R. 1\.fiTCHELL. 

Ernest R. l\1itchell, lawyer and law maker, practiCing his 
profession in Ottumwa, was born in lY1exico, 1\lissouri, Febru­
ary 28, I 877. His father, John H. l\li tchell, was a native of 
Hillsboro, Highland county, Ohio , born lV1arch 8, I8-t8. 
Removing westward he engaged in the drug business at l\1ex­
ico, l\1issouri, l\1oulton , Iowa, and at Bloomfield from I 870 to 
I 892. From I 891 to I 89+ he was a member of the state board 
of pharmacy under appointment of Governor Horace Boies. 
He is now engaged in the real-estate and insurance business at 
Ottumwa, having devoted his efforts to activity along those 
lines since I 897. He now has many clients in both branches 
of his business, and an analyzation of his life work shows 
that enterprise has been one of the chief features of his suc­
cess. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Emma L. Dome, 
was born in Elkhart, Indiana, on the 25th of May, I8-t6. Both 
l\1r. and Mrs . ]. H. :Mitchell are still living. In their family 
were two sons, the elder being Fred R . 1\litchell, a graduate 
of the Iowa College of l\1usic at Grinnell and now a p10fessor 
of music in Denver, Colorado . 

Ernest R. Mitchell was but a young lad when his parents 
removed from l\lissouri to Iowa, and in the schools of Bloom­
field he pursued his education until graduated from the high 
school with the class of 1896. In the following fall he entered 
the State University, where he pursued the liberal arts' course 
and won his degree in June, I900. He next studied law with 
the firm of Steck & Smith and was admitted to practice by the 
supreme court of the state and the federal courts in I902. Since 
that time he has followed his profession in Ottumwa and in a 
calling where advancement is p.roverbially slow he has made 
great progress, winning prominence and success by his 
thorough and competent methods and his comprehensive 
knowledge of the law. He was assistant county attorney of 
\Vapello county from I9o6 until 19ro and made an excellent 

·-.., 
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HI:-;TORY OF \\ '.\ PEl.I.O COC ~TY 1'11 

record i11 tl1~1t \•llliH:cti• >Jl . That lw Ill! 111 c~lllS limib the e.\ tenr 
oi hi s p•d it ica l ~l ct i\ · it~ , h •l \\C\cr , t1>r he ILlS eYer been a st,tl\\:Ht 
advucatt' •Jt dem1JCraric princ iples sinu..' age c•J Jl terred up on 
him th e right 11 f fraJ1l'hi~e. <t nd i11 1912 he \\aS elected r>n the 
dem ucr;Itil· ticket t11 repre~e nt his d is tri c t in th e state legi~­

lature . He is a member of the judiciary, mun iL·i p al c•1rpura·· 
ti ons. flUblic· lands and bulldings. pharmaL·:-, state uni\Tr~it\, 

insuran cL·, and cude supplement l'l>lllnlittees. and is secretary ut 
the Ll~t named . He \Yct S renom inated \\·ithiJu t •1pptlsitJIJll. 

On the r 1 th of September, r <1 r 2, .\I r. .\I i rchel l ,,·as ma rried 
to .\l is:o: \! arr ha L .\I cGa,ic ,,.hil \\aS born in Ottllll1\\'ll and 
is a d~Ju;,;hter ot S. L. \ [c (}a ,·ic. a lumberm an 11f OttUI11\\<l . 
Her m nther. \Yhn h• >re the ma iden name n f E llen Boales, is 
deceased . 

~lr . \[itchell is promi11er1t in lod ge circles. He belongs 
to \Yap dltJ Lodge. ::\ •1 . r 2. 1\. . P.: Ottum\\ a L•H1gc. :'\o . 3+7· 
B. P. 0 . E . : ar1d the Ro\ a! :\rcanum . H e i~ als11 nne 11f the Ot­
tum\\·ct Chrmlell, cl Ll ct \\ 'hich indicates Silllltt h ing ()f the nature 
of hi s rt·,reati()n . His religiuu:; ta 1th is e\·idcnced in hi s m em ­
bership 1n Trinit' Episcupal church. in '"hi ch he ha ~ sen·ed as 
vestrYmarJ ..:ince rl)nfJ. Hi s ideals of l ife are high. h is actinns 
manl y JI J•l sincere. <lnd th e C I J Ur~e ' "h ic h he pursues. both at the 
bar and a..: .1 pri,·a te l:i ti zc n. l.·umn1cn ds hirn t11 the CClnfide nce. 
respect <lnri gond -i\ill of all 

\\' . T . \\ ' ib l>ll. a \\llrthy natiie S•Jn and re ~ p ec ted Cl ti~:cn o f 
\YapeJJ,, '- · ,,unt~· . ,,·as L·icc ted t1J the ,Jftice ,,f L'IIU\lt~ clerk 111 rc)t2 
and in that l.'IJ!lrlel'tilln h as m ~1de a h ighly nL·dit~lble rn·•lr.i H i~ 

birth I)L'c urred •nl the 2+th •>f Oct•Jber. 1 :--\6+ hi ~ parents heing 
Thom ;lS .-\ <llld Lun ) . ( Farmer ) \\- ilsl>l1, th e f,,i·mer hllrrl in 
0\Yen l" llrlt\, I ndJctr~a.- ~m-ember 2n. r ~3n. <lnd the latter 111 th e 
sa m e l ll l_\lll~. 11!1 th e 23d Ill :\pr il. l s~ I ' Th•lll1aS .-\ \\ 'ilsnn. 
an a g r i l.u!turi~t b' '>LTUfl<lti!ln. came t•; l o\\ <1 i11 r S ~r. ~e ttlin g 
on a l .ii' Jll i11 \\ 'apcl i1J LCl Uilt\·. H i-: la ~t \C <H~ \ \'L' I·c :; pent in 
hon 11i' ~1 b k ret i rl·Jncn t a t Ottulll\\·a, \\h e re he p .l' ~cd <1 \\ <1\ 1 111 the 
20 t h •tl F cbrU<l!\. 1c 1•1 ( 1 Th e pcri •ll l •1f h i..: I'L'SJdencc 111 th i-: 
cn un ti ,, ,,.c,·cd rwar!, a half Len tun·. <Jiltl in h i ..: dc m i..:e th~ 

cum m u " , t\ 1 , ) ..: t , , , 11.: • tf Jt..: ..: u b s t ,1 nt i a! J n• l c' r e L' rn L' . l ll t i 7 e r 1' . H 1 ' 
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-f ' 

Datlllte ot Pmonat HistOIJ m ~ rll,~' . . ... .. ... .... .... ..... + . ........ . •...... 
RESID~NCE _____ ~ _ __ ___ __ _____ ____ ____ ____ ___ ___ __ J- -~- -·-: . 

Kindly furnish-on this sheet the necessacy qata. f9~ .a ~r~on,al_ .sketch a.nd return at your early convenience. Every 
quetstiort is important. -' ·- -- · · , ; · -.;.:~r ::~..-: . ; : --'" --. ;--._ , -., ,,, ., ·.,.-. 

• • .. : ~ ·' J.. ·, •• ~. . . . --. -· 

··:-: ,. .. :,. -~·~ j :J t : ~~;)~t'~~~}~'·--~:·. · ~- ...... ·· ·'"~ 

~dGAR i=t: f.1A~L;A~ 'db~AToR . - , ' 
.-.·. · · ··.: 

I. 

2. Clr.L•f occupation or profes;rloii -- ------ ---- - ------ -M~-------------------- ---- -·------------------ ------- ------------- --------- ------ --- ----------·-------- ------ ------ ----- -- -----

3. ' 

( 
4. octatr~r 9th. 1°'&2 e'ttt1IIlwa :· Iowa: ;: : ~: . _ -·- i: --~ ·:< 

Datfl and placfl of bflglnnlnll each. -------------------- ------ ----- ------- ----------- .... .2' ........ '-------- ---------------------'-- -------------- ------- ------ ------------------ -'-------- --------

5. Pre;rent re..tdenee <~ddre••-----------.#23l ... . N'.O.r.t.h .. :.Wai?~.;!,J,_~----~:t;:r_~~-1!. _, _____ 9_1!_:t!~a,_, _____ l _\l?.W_a __________________ _______ _ 

6. 

7. 

Preaent bu.rlnea• adcfr••• ............. #2.0.1 ... J.a~.:\!.: ___ ¥g._~n, ____ .S:t.r.~~:t;_. ___ J~t-~~a.t.: .. l.~~-: ... "---··-------------------------------
- "'-. . . . 

D11te of blrtlr. ______ __ ____ ____ ____ li'_~-~r~ar:y:_ :;g!lll!.~, .. J:~ali .. , ... ;., ..... ,:.,., .... ,, __ , __ ,·, .. , ..... cLl----------,-----------------------------------------------------------

8. ·l>face of·biln~t ________________ .l!e_x1.c_e_,.. __ .A'll~-a.1n ___ QQ_'YJl:tY ....... M.1.~~5LW-l--------------- - ------------ - - -- ------·---- --- _____ __________ , ___ , __ :_ 

9. If born abroad, where ..... ------------------------------------ ----------------------- ------------------------------------------------------ ----------------------- --- --- ----------------- -------- -- -------

10. 

f)~~{.' ~.:~ . _,~: ·:· . .-:: _.\ 
.llnoi~;'t ~d t,~ --!!,.:-:'_ear!"~ ~-:·•·;·':c-------- _______ -- :--~-- ----~ -- :: ~------- ___ . -------~---~--- _____ . ___ :: ______ ______ _______ . _ :. : ... _--:-- ___ ~ -_-__ -___ . ______________________________ : ____ . _____ _ 

u,. . Fl,at _ JIO~r;a'·~ . to. wha~ _ #ate a~- , e,outat~, .w/a,ethe:r b_or~ abrt~a._d _. or. ill_ Jfm,erlea, ...... _:-- •·'· ' ---·- ,:-----'--·:·:--------·---------------- ----- ------

' .. ;· ·:?~~:v.:~:~-:y~l~~~YcJ;~w~_.:_~l:~--~~~.-!l---,-'--;--:~-.::: _ ~ _____ :: __ ::i'ii; ___ : _____ _____ __ >:-· . ; · '·'---.--~---:--'~-~--- ;· ----- --- ---- --:· - ---- -_---·--------------
,;z. -•.......-~·~-.:o,.dt.l,_ to whahtate or eounty ___ ____ \V_aJ),t.l~l.O_,;_QO.\.Ul.'t:)':.i' ___ l&W§..j. ____ .ru,n_~ ____ l5_t.h_, ____ l8.9J_ 

' 0 ' 

13; II urllr.flr emigration, if any----- --------- - -----:-----------------------------~-: .... ---------- -- ___________ : __________ _______________________ -----~-- -------------------- - ------ - ---------" --·---·--'- _ 

14. .Bdueatlon. Gloe aame and loc11tlon of rural, hllllr., budne .. or teelr.nleal •elr.ool, college or unioerdtY---------- -- ---------------------- -
. . 

Gr.a.dua.t.e.d ... t.r..am ... Bl.o.mn!.l.~l4, _____ l_e_wa ___ .lUM __ __ ~_Qh.9.~---~P.r.~l ___ g_Y:~h-~----J~.9.~_; ___ ____________ ______ _ 

S.t.at.~ ____ Un;t.x_e_r_~ _~_ty ____ "_! _____ l_f;HY~.'-----~~---Ilh.! ..... J:.9..~~-~~--- --~gh~-~~-:r_g_f._ ____ ~:1:~-~-~~~-~¥. .. ~-- -~·-
- ' ~· 

Oct~ber 9th. 1902. 
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16. Place of death .. .. .. ·· ·· ------- ··-- -- ·· ···· . .. . ........... ... . .. . . 

I 7. Date of death ... .. ...... . ....... . .. .... ----- -- --·-··· -- ------------- · ·· ·· · ·· ·· ·· · · · ·· · · ·· ·· -------· . . . - · · ·- -- --·------ -- -- ..... . .. .. ....... . .. .. .. . .. -· ·· · ·· · · ··· ·· ·· ·-· ····· · ·· ·· · . . .. ... .. .... .. .... . 

18. Place of burial ...... . ... . . . .. ... . .. . ..... .. . . .. .... . --- ----· -· · ··· ··· ------ ···· ·· ·· ·· · · · ·· ···· ··· · ·-- -·· · ·· ·· ··· ·-····- ··· · · · · ·· ·····-· ··· ·· ·· ·· . . . .. . 

19. -"fame of father In full ' all narne$1 .: . ..... .. .J.O.hn ... Henry . MitCh~ll ............................... . 

20. o~{ern'ber of foM3:·--IJ&~J1~~li~~ - l0~I~ht.o. .6~~7~lk-<We.~l0 ... ~s8\a-3t .e. _&; .Inst!r.a.no.~ . . :L K9T. _to !!!ate 
21. Full Maiden namq of mother \all name.sl ... .. .!:!>.10ID!;,l_:i:.orJ.ntna. _____ Q_m~-- - ··· · ···· ···· - ···-- ·······•· ····-· ... .. .. .. ..... ··· -·-

22. Re.sldence when married .Jvto:IJJJ;._Qn t .... A pp_anoo s e .. C.o.un.t.Y.t ... .. I .owa .. ·- .. ... ..... ---------··· 
~ -·. · 

23. · Military .. ervtce, if an)! \ exact date• ! . .. C..O ... l ... & . CO ... G • . . lo.wa .NationaL .. Guar1 .1899 . to .. 19.02 .. 
' / 1 Captain Ca1et Company, . state Univer.si ty .E.atta11on,. Winner .of cora:-:- . 

petitive 1ri11 1899-1900 

u. Political offices, i.from the SJnall<ut to the largest, with dates > .. As"s 1.s.t.an.t .. Co:unty__ .A.t t .o.rne.Y .. .o.f' . 

Wapello countv 1907 to 1911~ R~presentative 18th. Distrlct. (Wape:uo 
countv) 191D -11/- 35th. _ General . AsBemblv . 

25. Director or trustee of financial. religious and educational lnstitutlen.s . .. Me.In.b.er ... an.1 .... C~.e.rk ... Of ... Ve._s_t_r_y_._ __ _ 
Trinity :Episcopal, Church, Ot.twnwa • . :rowa ., 

26. Politics J)_~_mo _G:r.a.t . . ........... .. 

27 . Religious denomination i f an)/ . . _l?:r.o t.:e.s t ant . E.P. i S.C.O.Pal . . .Chu.r.oh ...... .... ............ . 

28 T{elig ious preference if non .r afflliated with a denom.ination 

29. Member of what societies or assuciations of learning JlD.Ull!Xltei . .. .... -- -- ----·-- ···- -- ----

30. Member of what sec ret organizations, with honor~ or offices held, with date/ ... W.ap_e..l.l.O ... L.O.rlge_ .. #..1.2 .. 

. J?:l .i..~~-t s .9~ Pvth ias ~ . Ch<:i,_n._q~.J,.lo;r; ___ Q_Q!PW.M1er l9JQ_;_ J4~_m"P.e3.r. ___ OommJ.t .. t.~-~. $_:t;._Q. t e 
of the Or1er 1913-1914; Ottwnwa Lo1ge #347 B. P. o. ~lks. Exalt~1 Ruler 
1908, Representative 1919, District Deputv Gran1 Exa1 teri Ruler 191·1. 

31. Member of what clo.:b.r if an)! .. . Ot tumwa ... 0ar.s.men~ ......... ....... ... . 

32. Belonged to what ;i~m~ l gi ue r.a1nes in. full and dates if puJ.:sible , 

33. Officer or director in any corporation .... 

_,c.. 
..-t. _!"~ i. 
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FAMILY HIS"'fOR)f 

( 
I. 

:z. 
·~ 

3. 

'/ 

4. 

~; 

•• 
~race of ~, • ... ,..,. f!lrt~& ....... ~ .-'t.:t.~wa: •.... Wal).O:ll.o .... Oo:u.rttYJ~wa ........................................................................ . 
•••lsi.o<4• ~d.~'mln~~~·~ · ·· ·-- ~~5).:t.~.~,t_~:t .... J:R.1.t'-:CoJia.i .... Ch:ur.Ch ............................................................... · ····· · ···· ·-~-·-·· 

r~ r,a.to ~f h~ or ~er ~~ath: ... ·-··:· · ··· · · · ····+ ·:~-- -~- --·· · · · · ··· ·· ·········· ·· ··· · ····· ·· ······ ···~ --- ······ ····-~)'··· ······· · ···· ······· · ······ · · · ·· · ··· · · ·· · ···· ·· ··· · ._· · ·· · ····· ·· · · ··· · · · · ··· · · 
$. 

g;, 

1.0. 

Place of hi• or::Aer dlfatft .... .-.... ...... ... -~.; .. ..... 1 
........... ............... ....... .......... ~ ...... .... . ... :: .. .. ........... .... ...... .... ... .... ........ ......... .. ... ... . ..... . . ........ . 

::::::·;:.:,::::·~·-.· ;;;~:~t ~~~~;'~-(l::= i -";; ~ : ~~ - : : 
II. 

u . 

Born 'whfli"e and when .. ~,~- -- ·~-~~~aY!a.t .... tJiJ .. ft; ..... $.~.!-~-~m~~.;,_~~b.~ .... J,.8.~.5 .................................... - ...... -

Occupation of hb .;r he~ father ...... . it:~~.1.l ... lt.\W:b.~.:t" .............. ~ .............. . : .......................................... ~'. .......... ; .. ~ ................. :::~ .. 
13. 

1.4. 

15. 

t :6. 

II· ; . ; 
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4. Date o f hls or her birth 
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THE PEOPLE OF lOW A 161 

ch"'en her father died, the other children in the 
Englisli family being Frank, John, Michael and 
St,eilil. 

W &. COYLE is editor and owner of the Alta 
Atlvtriiser, one of the country weeklies published 
in :Buena Vista County. Mr. Coyle has been in 
the printing or newspaper business since he left 
eoJJ.ege. . 

He was born m Woodbury County, Iowa, De-
cember 1, 1902, son of Walter and Mabel (Thomp­
son} G.0yle. He was only five years old when his 
1110th~ died, and he grew up in the home of 
hili ·mji:ternal grandfather, A. M. C. Thompson, 
of A:nthon, Iowa. 

He attended school there and later completed 
his ~ducation in Morningside College at Sioux 
City. His apprenticeship at the printing trade 
was served in the plant of the Anthon H er ald. 
Later 'he worked as a printer in various offices, 
at Cfii!tokee and Sibley, Iowa, and also in South 
Daltota. 
~. Coyle in 1920 located at Alta, where he 

hel!aine an employee of the Alta Advertise1·. A 
few ~ears later he was made publisher and now 
owns and operates the business, publishing a 
~ and interesting newspaper every Thursday. 
Tlie Advertiser is independent in politics, while 
Mr. (\loyle personally is a Republican. He is a 
t~itlfY.second degree Scottish Rite Mason and 
Sliriner at Sioux City. 

He married Miss Blanche Stivers, who was 
liom at Washta, Iowa, daughter of A. H. and 
&me . (Whitney) Stivers. Mrs. Coyle also at­
tendeti Morningside College. 

· lto;.t. NEILL GARRETT, assistant attorney gen­
SI"IIl {lf the State of Iowa, is one of the brilliant 
}'Ollll¥; attorneys who is placing his talents at 
thee ll!liiposal of his state and rendering it and 
th,r-iieople a much appreciated service. It is only 
'R:ne-n honest and capable men are in public office 
tliiii li'i!lll progress can be made in the conduct of 
~~etpinenta} affairs, and Iowa is fortunate in­

. """d tn havmg secured so many of the leading 
·members of the bar to serve in the office of the 

general as his assistants. 
Garrett was born at Leon, Iowa, in De-

tatiir County, June 26, 1894, a son of B. W. Gar­
se life is written of at length elsewhere 

work. Educated in public schools of Leon 
s_ ~oines through the grades, and tbe Des 
High School, Neill Garrett took his pro­

·Vellf! . al training in the Jaw school of Drake Uni­
'1Vith1 ~and was graduated therefrom in 1916, 
«ia : .e degree of Bachelor of Laws, and imme­
erat~!Y thereafter established himself in the gen-

w P.ractice in the capital city. · 
, this country's entry into the World war 
~ rrett enlisted in the summer of 1917, and 
ltar£ l nt ~or training to the training camp at 
lfon . nelhng, Minnesota, where he was commis­
~ J:: . a second lieutenant of infantry and sent 
Pr~~_ Jtlp Dodge, Iowa. In June, 1918, he was 

tllo;teq to a first lieutenancy, and in August, 

1918, he was made a captain. He was command­
ing officer of the Nineteenth Division, Motor 
Transport Train, in his . last assignment. He r e­
ceived his honorable discharge January 28, 1919, 
and returned to Des Moines and resumed his 
practice. 

As a lawyer Mr. Garrett has established a rec­
ord and reputation for integrity, clear thinking, 
ability, courage and service. In 1921 he was ap­
pointed assistant attorney general, and has con­
tinued to hold that office ever since, in it display­
ing his fearlessness and ability to deal with the 
suppression of crime and to adjudicate important 
legal questions which come up continuously in the 
conduct of state affairs. He has taken part in 
a number of important railroad rate valuation 
and merger cases and is considered an expert in 
such matters. 

· On November 10, 1920, Mr. Garrett married 
Miss Pearl Jones, born in Story County, Iowa, 
a daughter of James G. and Dora Jones. They 
have three children: Mary, Martha and Priscilla. 
Mr. and Mrs. Garrett are members of the Chris­
tian Church, and he belongs to the Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons and Delta Theta Phi, the 
legal Greek letter fraternity. Since he cast his 
first vote Mr. Garrett has been a Republican, 
because he firmly believes that his party best 
represents the spirit of our forefathers and best 
conserves the interests of the country. 

ERNEST R. MITCHELL. An attorney of high 
and well-established standing at the Iowa bar, 
Ernest R. Mitchell enjoys the distinction of be­
longing to one of the old families of this country, 
of Scotch and Irish ancestry, established in this 
country four generations ago. One of the cher­
ished possessions of Mr. Mitchell is a commission, 
signed by Robert Lucas, territorial governor of 
Iowa and governor of Ohio, commissioning- John 
Houston Mitchell, great-grandfather of Ernest 
R. Mitchell, as colonel of the First Regiment, 
Second Brigade, Eighth Division, in the Ohio 
Militia, dated September 10, 1833, and in addi­
tion to the signature of Governor Lucas bearing 
that of W. H. Kirby, secretary of state. 

Ernest R. Mitchell was born at Mexico, Au­
drain County, Missouri, February 28, 1877, the 
second son of John Henry and Emma Lorintha 
(Dome) Mitchell. 

John Henry Mitchell was born at Hillsboro, 
Highland County, Ohio, March 8, 1848, and came · 
to Iowa in 1870, locating at Moulton, Appamoose 
County, where he engaged in the operation of a 
drug store, later going to Mexico, Missouri, where 
a store was operated for about a year. He then 
returned to Iowa, and with a brother was engaged 
in the retail drug business at Bloomfield until 
1892. From 1891 to 1893 John Henry Mitchell 
served, through appointment by Gov. Horace 
Boies, as a member of the Pharmacy Commission 
in Iowa. Until 1922 he continued to reside in 
Iowa, but in that year went out of business and 
established himself in Covington County, Missis­
sippi. 
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Ernest R. Mi tchell was graduated from the pub­
lic schools of Bloomfield, Iowa, in 1896 , and en­
tered the t; niversity of Iowa in September of 
that year, being graduated therefrom in June, 
1900, with the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy. 
In October, 1(!02, h e was ad m itted to practice law 
by the Supreme Court of Iowa, and ha s since 
been engaged in active practice at Ottumwa, 
\\" apello County, I owa. 

Mr. Mitchell h as always bee n an active Demo­
crat, and he has filled the following public offices: 
assistant county attorney, \Vapello County, Iowa , 
lDOD-1Dll; r epresentative to the Gene ral Assem­
bly of Iowa from Wapello Coun ty, 191 3-1915; 
county attorney, Wapello County, 1917-191!:1 and 
1 ~25-1 927; Govet·nment ap peal agent to local ex­
emption board of \V apello County, September, 
1\!18, to March, 1919, close of the World war; 
United States commissioner, Southern District 
of I owa, Ottumwa Division , Jul y 1, Hl17 , to July 
::l, 192B, under appointment by Han. Martin J. 
W ade, j udge United States District Court; mayot· 
of Ottumwa, Iow a, April, 1927, to April, 1929. 

On September 11 , 1912, Mr. Mitchell was mar­
ried to Mi ss Martha L. McGavic, a daughter of 
Samuel L. McGavic, and born and reared at 
Ottumwa. She is an active m ember of the Daugh­
te rs of the American Revolution, and for some 
years ha s been chairman of the Americanization 
committee of the order. She was appointed by 
Judge Martin \Vade, of the Southern Iowa United 
States District Court, on commission to assi st 
applicants for naturalizatio n in the proper filing 
of papers. 

Mr. Mitchell hold s membership with the Ameri­
can Bar Association, thl' Ottumwa Bar Associa­
t ion, the Iowa State Bar Association an d the Sec­
ond Judicia I District Bar Association. He and 
hi ~ wife are m embers of Trinity Epi scopal 
Chu rch, Ottumwa, and he al so hold s membership 
in the Mason ic Order, being a thirty-second de­
gree Scottish Rite Mason , a Knight Templar and 
a Shriner , and h e belon gs to Ottumwa Lodge N o. 
:~-±7, B. P. 0. E., a nd th e Knig hts of Pythias. 

Among other important cases with which Mr. 
:\Iitch ell ha s been connected was the fir st one to 
be tri ed under the Espionage Act- United States 
of Am erica v~. Wallace, in whic h he appeared 
for th e Government in 1917 as United States 
commissione r. In 1922 Mr. Mitchell was the 
Democratic ca ndidate for attorn e:-• general of 
Iowa. Not on l:-• is he a very successful lawyer, 
but he is prominent a s a man of large affairs . 
H e anrl his wife are socia l leaders, and very popu­
la r all over Wap ello and surrou nding counties. 

Hoi\. PARK A. FIKDLEY, shHiff of Polk Coun ty, 
is a man wh ose courage and integrity are pro­
verbia l, and w ho has held hi s important office 
since 1922. He was bo1·n at Bloomfield, Davis 
Count:-·, I owa . January 28. 1875, a son of John B. 
and Mar:-• (Moore ) Findley, she born at Colum­
bu s , Indiana , and he at Bloomfield , Iowa, and 
h e cli erl in 1 ~llli, but she survives and at the ad­
l·ancerl ag-e of eig- ht;.·-four year s is in Px ceiiPnt 

hea lth. For many years the father was en 
in the practice of medicine at Bloomfield an~aged 
one of the earli er physicians of that region Ths 
following children were born to the pa~e t e 
Sheri ff Findley , who is the eldest· Olga n s: 
res ides a t 1206 T wenty-second Street' Des M'o.who 
h ·r f H J s · ' tnes t e WI e o . . usong, an msurance ,., ' 

J h B J · h · · '"an· o n _.,. umor, w o ts an engmeer residin ·' 
t he Phtlt ppme I slands, at Manila; Reika g In 
is unmarr ied and lives with her mother; a~d ~ho 
who are deceased. The father was a Knight ~0 

Pytluas~ and he and the mothet~ early united wit~ 
the Ept scopal Church, of whtch she is sti]] 
member. Hi s profess iona l training was taken .a 
t he Chic.ago Co lleg~ of ~~ysicians and Surgeon~n 
and he mhented ht s abJ!tty, as his father w·J' 
liam McKay Findley, was also a physician.' Th~ 
latter was reared by the Wyandotte Indian 
stud ied medicine, an d was a surgeon with ths, 
Iowa Cavalry, and at the battle of Lookout Moun~ 
tam, dunng the war between the states, he was 
chief su rgeon of the field hosp ital. His father 
the great-grandfather of Sheriff Findley wa~ 
pres ident of Louisville, Kentucky, College ~t the 
time of his death. The maternal grandfather 
Samuel A. Moore, was born in Maryland, and 
came to Iowa 1n a wagon and took up land 
ope rated it, al so practiced law, and was advanced 
to the bl'nch at Bloomfield, and he was also a 
mem ber of the I owa State Legislature. During 
the war between the states he se rved as captain 
of Company G, Second Iowa Infantry, and later 
a s colone l of the Forty-fifth I owa Infantry, and 
he was wounded in the battle of Shiloh. 

Sheriff Findley firs t attended public schools and 
later Drake University, and was graduated in 
medicine from that institution. For some years 
he was engaged in the practice of medicine at 
Des Moines and la te r in Mexico. When war was 
declared with Spain he enlisted and was sent to 
the Phili ppines, with the rank of second lieu­
ten a nt. served there for about a year, and was 
r eturned ·with the rank of captain and with the 
Congr essional Medal of Honor. Going back to 
Des Moines, he was a ss istant surgeon at the 
National Military Hospital, Leavenworth, Kan­
sas, for three years. In 1916 he served on the 
bordl'r, and a lso in the World war, but did not 
get overseas. His life has been an eventful and 
va ried one, and he has served in many capacities, 
including that of cowboy, and sailor, in addition 
to tho se alr eady mentioned. In 1922 he was 
d ectl'd sheriff of Polk County, was reelected i.n 
1924, 1926 and 1D28, and is devoting all of his 
time t o the duties of hi s offic e. 

In HJ09 Shet· iff Findley married Miss Laura 
Wil son, who was born at Bloomfield, Iowa, where 
she was also edu cated. There are no children. 
They be long to t he Epi sco pal Church, and he IS 

a vestrvm an of Saint Andrew's Church. Fra· 
ternall y- he belongs to all of the bodies of bo~h 
th e Yo.rk and Scottish Rites and the Shrine, 1D 
Masonry· to the La val Orddr of Moose and the 

· · · He IS Benevolent and Pt·otective Order of Elks . . Vet· 
a memhe r nf the Spanish-Amencan Wal 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1930 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for Ernest R. Mitchell in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-SOQ-ANCESTRY 

·& 1997-2011 Ancestry.com 

Name: Ernest R Mitchell 

Home in 1930: Ottumwa, Wapello, Iowa 
View Map 

Age : 53 
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Birthplace: Missouri 
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Spouse's Name : Martha L Mitchell 

Race: White 
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Page: 9A; Enumeration District: 33; Image: 919.0. 
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