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SeniOr Member of Har 
T. H. Smith,. 82, 
Buried Sunday 

I AMKiliC.lN' .,.~owN liEJID!R· Rally Da' snn• JUNNEil · . - . 
Membftra ot tho Helmer Reyelt Pro~·ect n. 

Poat, No. 150, American Legion f1 
are reminded. again or the mem-

- · bershlp dinner on Thuraday, Oc-
W ac:o. Prominent Lead- tober 1111, which wm start their 
. ~ . 1 year's progra,m orr . wtth a bang. 

er in Civic and Leg- A tr~e "ham and" dinner wiU be 
• • • served at the Legion rooms, un-
ISlabve Affairs of der the chalrmanshlv or Cher WU-

st t d. c•t son D; l."rlend, who knows how to a e an 1 Y' ' put a "te_ed" over. 
· All members ate urged to at-

tend and this Is a good time to 
pay vour dues and bring a new 
memb~r. 

-;--:-

Jay Ha~ris Ends 
Life Here Friday 

Of Shelby 
the Con! 
Church 
Harlan 

The annual Rf 
Home Project w 
Shelby County l''• 
held In the pari· 
gregatlonal Chur<' 
Thursday aftern 
with Mrs. W. J<'. 
siding. All of tl· 
11hlp chairmen v. 
the meeting, the 

Thomas H. Smith, 82, one or 
Harlan's · foremost citizens, who 
ha.(S been prominently ldeutltled 
with the history ·or Shtllby County 
for the past fifty-eight years, diel1 
at his home here Thursday after­
noon of heart disease. Mr. Smith 
served tWO terms (\S state. senator 
and wa11 re~ognlzed as one or thtJ 
leaders of the Shelby .county r'\lar. 

· His physical Ktrength begun to . . _ reachlnJ;". about sl 

fall several years ago· but In pa_rt­
nershh) with his nephew, Jake 
:More, fH! was able to continue 
with his practice almost until the 
day or his death, He was 82 
years. 11 months and 18 'days or 

· , Deebe or Logan, 
Despondency Over 111

1 
teewoman. was 

· Health and Finan- sp~~!e~:f~~m nun 

cial ·worries Thot under the leaders! 
• old Nissen, sung 

age. to be Cause opened: the mooti 
played th«> arcom 

Thomas Henry Smith was born 
on. the bunks or' SQaP Crook near 
Albany, In Davis County, Iowa, on 
:September 30~ 1854. His parents 
were Paris S. and Nancy (Jones) 
Smith. His boyhood was spent 
amid the pioneer surroundings of 
that comrn'unlty, It was In ·those #- days that' be acquired the name 

( . '\,r "'l'obe" -D He wa11 faml11arly 
known. He attended the .rural 
schools and the· Troy Academy 

Jay Harris, 44, well-known Har­
lan r&sldent, commlttecl suicide by 
shooting hlmselr In the head with 
a . revQ}ver shortly after noon on 
l<~rlday.- Mr: Harris committed 
the deed at the hofne or his rath­
er, Cal Harris, In the northwest 
part ot the city. The aet was 

. prompted by flnlm~lal worrle11 and 
Ill health, according 'to membe'rs 
or his family. 

conducted by the -late~. W. Cul­
lison, who became his law part- Until two weeks ago Mr. Harris' 
ner ·many years later. He· then wall assoclatOd with his brother­

, attended the Southern Iowa Nor- In-law, Roy Rickel IJl the grocery 
mal Scboo1 a·t Bloomfield. At the business, the two hn.vln~ taken 
age of 18" be began to teach the over 'the rormer F...d & AI Grocery 
country school, while .at. the same on the West side ot the square 
time he utilized his spare time about June ht. Prt!vlous to com­
reading law. In 1878 at the age -lng to Harlan about two years 
or 23, he was admitted to. the bar. ago, Mr. Harris farmed In the vl-

. ,. •· . ,Oa .. u.. attemoon or Ma.y 31 ctnlty of .Kls;kntan. . _ 
.v~,:.:..~c-,,., .. ·1trr.'11t<':.~e''ou .. ·b1)t«elJ&ek'''~· .. ~,\~ile~:afli>vt~el~~.j.&·.bef4,·;~n 

· ·the new . town of Haran, lo'_Va Sunday art.~rl)OOil at 2:30 o'clock 
apd opened nn offtcc for he prac- from the Schack & Swinehart l'"u­
tlce O!fhls chosen 'J)rOfP lon. On_ neral home .with H&v. A. H. ~ei­
Setember 14, 1!)36 he le l.hat nf- .~>~on of th11 Bethel DaJltiRt Church 
ftce for thl! la~>~t thue a more orftclatln~. Thr·1•e musical 11e)ec· 
than 58 years Q! 'contiJIUO j1rae- 1~2J\,'\ wen• '-"'"!':'iderl'd by a mnle 
t.lce. ~··, qiillrtet from Krrkmnn: Intenm~ut 
. The r1·Nml ~~r th111se year11 ls'onc wns In tli1• Ktrl<man l'emett!ry. 
of. which any rm.lll m.IJ.:I!l be. 1.roud. The ,rt'.tll ubundanee of beautiful 
His ability, Industry and nte~· flowers exprPSIINl lhe Rympathy 
rlty won him .constuntly lni~ ea!!· ~~ a grcnt host or fri£>nds. 

Mrs. Kll.P&t.rlck 
asllembl)"" and spol 
o~h lng Rally I 
tlo for th~> new 
w ch begin In­
' m. Knlerum told 
cernlng a Sunday 
had been started i 
shlo ali· a result 
tttudy or the splr: 
be found In a go 
<·oncluded with o a 
Painful Pn rty" wl1 
(m.1oved. 

County Agent, G 
f'eld, gave a brier til 
Income nnrl t11e val 
ganiZILtlons In heir· 
er11 to llt'<'Ure a mo1 
come. Mtas Mau1 
sang a Neapolitan 
titled ••o May Lov• 
encore . aang "Santt> 
Scott dllleuaaed· brle: 
tor the coming yet 
11ome Illustrative n 
usl'd In presentlnl! 
Tit IP!I of the )('S!!ODF 

d~· of 'l'ex'lil!'l;"; ":0. 
sorll'~": "Hinck J 

Cra\'on We~rk." Mn 
"In M~· Grandmoth· 
and ''.Just ~lngln' 
htRt oni' nanwd I!< •, 
hr st udirtl in tlw l 

this YI'IH. ~ ..JnK reco~o:nltlon-at~·- It -lawyer and ---:---
a leader. lie was on·c. of the o:d · · ' · . 
school to whom the practice ot Ear··t1·0g- Festiv· a·I • Nominations for tL Is ftcprs ff~ thf' com in 

made b,.... s1tcret b"nl 
follow ill~ ~·suits: "h 
A. 0. Larson: asslstu 

law was· n 'solemn rO!!POnillblllty. · . ·. . 

He wa.!l the first ~oimty att"rncy Well ·A·t, \ten·~·· . of Shelby Count}', elected· In 1886. 
He held this of.ftce 'for two terms 
and tiub!U:QIH~ntly Rervcd !h. as· 'rl,tv 
attorney f[.lf \WO terms. Ills_ feJ-

' ' ~ t- 1;. 
. '. 

Mr11. W. f'. K!)patrlck 
man. Mr!<" .J. K And• 
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nne ntr Uul IMt. thun A 
tft~~ 88 Jflfit UP tl8ftilj!HU 

n.... ... HI'J ' .. '~ .. '. flf'l LJi!.l fl\111 .. t l:b. ".tt. ·hI '1'11 If•!'! nf 
ornctathuc. J:lu·•·• nmtJual '"'""'· «Sy '.''. ·r· 
tiUJlJI were riiYtdtl"e-d by a male l«lfiP!i": 
qUlrtet trum Klrkmnn. Jnu,rmcbt ('r<l·Y;'f) \\ 
,~lUI In the Kirkman <.'fmlctery. "Jn My . The re<'ottl ()t those yean s . (IC 

ot whlch an)' man mJ~tllt be rouil. 
HI$ ability, Industry and 't teg­
rlty won him .constantly lnc as­

.kJg .recognltlon-ftlt- a-Jawy&r~-and. 

I he .10reat ubundan<:c of beautiful and "Ju11 
flowers expressed l..he sympathr Iaiit one 
'( a great host o! friends, be studiP 

a leader. »e ·was on·(\ oC the o:tl 
. • · · .. =--;--;:::-- this year. 

· 11cbool to ·.Whom the practice ot 
law wu· "' 1101emn reaponalblltty. 
Jte was the tlrRt ~obnty l\ttorney 
.or ·shelby Coun'ty, elected' lp 1886. 
He held this ot.ftce 'tor ,two terma 

. ~lnd SUb~quently Rerved a.s' city 
attorney fer two terms. '\its, ret­
low citizens s~'lllm to the State 
Senate tn (.291 ' EV'ery public 

JIP. lrlted ente~P._rls ' ltt.unched In the 
I .cftr of ·Harla'll hW received tho 

hearty support ~r? · Smjth, . and 
· It Is a ·fuatter ,or local bl$'(ory that 

when· be threw his lntluence In 
favor or any nie11sure It ·.wall 

Earling~.Festival is 
W~ll ·Attended 
n·u·nlap·Wins Game 

·. 6-5 .. W earin Speaks 
"~ B e f o r e a La r g· e 

Crowd Wednesday 
- nearly .always sure or succ~~s. Large crowds attended the an-

An example or this was his suc-
.ceseful advocacy of the temper- nual two day celebration ·at Ear-
"n"e ea· ••. .... when .. l'"lb . .a eA .. unt" lint« on TUll114lar AM WPdt1tllt1ft~' .. "' .... ~· "' "' ~ " " or tbia weets.. onJtJyn." .. tuH apit 
'Voted dry In the early days. varied 11mgran~ ·or entertainment. 

While .In . t11e Dloomfleld Nor-
mal S,chool he made the acquaint- The festival opened Tuesday af-
ance ot Josetlhlne .Wonn. They ternoon at 2:30 ·with a baseball 
were- married nt the home·or-her game~ .JYestphalla . vs: .. iii Dunlap, 
"Parents, Senator Horatio A. Wonn which Wfill especl(\lly- good. Dun·.; 
·near Drakevllle ·on June 3, 1880. Ian won ·6-to-5 In a game which 

. 'Their first homo was on East Du- went to 1"11 Innings and· rnrnl11ht>d 
rant Str~t In Harlan. After three phmty oy excitement. · " 

Nominat 
ftCPrll fcfl.· 
made b,.. 
((IJIOWIQI¢ 
A. 0, l..ar 
Mrs. W. Y.' 
man, Mrs 
chairman: 
drama ch; 
RIIIIIRtant 
Fred OIRc 
Mrs. A. W 
m-.n. Mrs. 

Mrs. D.>· 
from the ~ 
eratlon. 
tory of th• 
~tnmeut h 
fiH'!II fJI'ttll 
{'ltflti!Ul t 1t 
compared 
to a schoo 
Th~e lesso 
facts . con 
stAte, . cou • 
ganlzatlonl' 

At the 1 

lng, the i.:t 
lunrh for 
entirt>ly rr years th<':V "'eeured the seven a.cre 'l~he full wa11 jammt'd with vis­

tract of tornfleld where they ere- !tors •hn came for miles In 
ated throu~:h many years. tlH~ evt>. dlre<'tlon to enjoy one of the o:\1,\Jf..\ Sl 
beautiful home· called "Idlewild." f1"nwtu1 .c•hick<>n · tllnners which tO~S1'1 
lt-.cated on We~t Baldwin Street. '·have mntle the garling picnics so 

.. 'rhls home ami.\ those· who lived ponular, . 'l'lw Kiv 
:In It constltnh!d his happlt:st T>OR- ThoRo attending enjoyed . twn met. In 1111 
se11slon.· It~ dows were open In full days of IU~tlvlty, f('atm·l>d on at the Ho 

. hospllallty to a multitude of Wednel:i)n:v evening was a splen- last 'l'hur11t 
gne.ats frQm every walk .. or· life. did address by CongreRsllla,n Otha attendanc(' 
Wm. A. Sunday, the evangelist, D. Wearln. Music by the J'=a.r(ing Business 
Major lL H. :\f. Byers, the poet Cor·net band. free . movies and eonflned t1 
and· Bishop, Homer C. Stunts boxing matches, n tug .of war be· ~ntc11 tn at 
were among Its familiar guests! twceen Earling nnd the World for lown-N'<•bnt 

'rhi'N~ dnughter·s were born to n purse nl'\.d n. dance '\'lth musle whi<'h otwn 
this hom<'. Mnbrl, On1ha and I.ols,. by Polo Kuh!'11 orch<'Mirn. contt'l· l~lt)' nnd t 

'l'ht'N' nrtlhnnNI nephews, 'rom, buted to the IHOgrnm on the two day, Quite 
Worth and DeWitt Dnnr. also dny.J:i. Other forms of amusement, mcmb(\rM nt 
round a llc,me .at "Idlewild" dur- numerous gamt-11 and concessions three dav 1 
tng their boyhood days. and drawll}g of prizes operatt'd day or £wo 

NPxt to hl11 home his cloiiC!'It contlntJously. There t\r• 

tnterest was hi11 church. He be- The wentl~r conditions were In the hlsto 
came .n mt·mber of the Methodist Ideal ~or the pknle and the t9rn- that are dt 
Church 11 few years after settllng mit tee spared no .. time and pains programs l 

In Harlan. He Rerved on the to make It one. of the most suo- Among thet 
chwrch board for more than fifty ce11s!ul festlval!i ever held. known as ( 
years giving the best or his nbll- -:- the adontlo 
·lty fr~ly and consta.ntlr,. ... or the Unltt 

He was a me.mber of the Ma·- IIARJ,AN TO PJ,AY WOODBINE tn tlle Klwa 
sonic fraternity and the first flf- lllmE }'JUllA Y NIGHT be held dur 

· ty-year Mason In Shelby County. 14 to 19. 
· He -w~ a lltelong advocate of The Cy~lones wlll make their The comn 

t.fle Republican patty. ·He was second &tart or the season on the program to 
also a' member of the Sons of tho home field agafnst Woodbine Frl- held last Tl 
.Anterlcan Revolution.· · · . day night. · E. Hines a 

The surviving members of the · So ~ar the Cyclones have won They had 1 
ramlly 1nc·lude the widowed wife, one and lost one of the two gamels thla occasfo1 
the three daughters, .Mra. W. W. played tbls IOaiiiQn, dropping a rotto Of Qm, 

· 'Wood or W<lnatchee, Wash., Mrs. game wlt!l Sac Clty last week 18 Interesting 
L. E: Opdyke of Greeley, Colo., to (), . after winning from Avoea slon or .the 

· ·and Mrs. Frank Bean of· Boone, In the opening ,ra.me 20 to 2. history and 
Iowa• two sisters, Mrs. Kate Ab- Tlletgame :will be pla:red at the to tho nath 
egg of Dl~k&aburg, Iowa, and Mrs. Merrllt ~thleUc . field and America but 
Mattie Caylor .or Ceaterillle, Ia.: scheduled to start at 8:00 o'clock. elgn birth, 

:and one broth~r. ·weiJJer L. Smtth ioor .. 01~-:::-; ....... _ -..:,.. Ame~ to ' 
, . .,. voo. . .. _.... ....., .., n• Drlvf}tt&ett gl\ 

(Oontlnued on ~. 10.) bUlle Wu.t Ada. lone • 
• 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

.. liiiH Hill' PIAfl (!ftAbiM 
to ~ot••t tholr Nuuday and 

1y rnnll f'll't~fld In lhq bo1011 
lw~· nr1• IIIH'Vd the> lnconvon· 
or wnltlna until Mundar tor t;r llllllhlfll.' Montana. Thoro 
th<llv•·r''· 1 th•o ~trntld(!hlhlrort . And throo 
1 nrrh·lnlf' from nnch train II flf'llllt>WH whn rnndtJ u'""' · t11 ~rue 

fur dlllp141t'h wllhln A 11hort wt1h Mr. nntl Mrll, Hmllh, nr. 'l'un 
lltll'f ltM f('f'fliltl In lho J)OIIt nne~r. or 'J'Imbl!t'ldo, 1-1. 1>:, Jutll!. 

\ l'4itlurduy fiUUin;t llDd ~ li1 J 
11. J11l nl"fl hnlld~&)'ll, lhlll Wnr!h JHwr nr Wlllln!W!'U!J!, n, l11 
~~ '""rrtiJtlrNt w twldorl! lit nnd Hr. flt~WIIt HnPr M ~lt~t!lt!, 
I !Jo'N' norv 11horclr 1\flcH'• :-;, D. . , . · 
d. \\'hilt! lli~UOil.ll .M«!r\'ed ntl . J<•unNal HClrVICCM WN(l hold 1111 
r ~· canlM rout('ll 11re unable gundny, 81•pt<•mbt'r lV. Ill Z::lO p, 
'tlwlt' mall t~ the follow- m. tlt t}Je Mf•thodJst Chureh with 

a)' •Jr fu·rhap. ·o ·days Jat- Rev. S. Grant J.ewls or Moulton, 
a lwll1lil\' \ <lllld . rollow 11·1 l.owa,, form(,!r ·IHI!ltor·. or the liar• 

lav or ~undav. :lluny pat- Inn I hur<'h ornclntlng. ·· Attorney 
hil.\'1' tr•l•l u 11 r'hat btllng ·llbl~ J~. 8. White, .locttl attot·tu~y. !'I)Okt! 
: thl·ir mull Saturday ntght I brietly 1n. IK•Italr of the. :o;helby 
_..;uuda~· nlld o\·er holidays .. County Bar Association. The !\fa· 
1\'orlh. the 11mall r<>ntal !or :-onic Lodge· attend I'd In n b.ody 
1xe11 • · 

1 
and took charge o! the sor:nces 

_ • .:...___ at the l:'ra\·e. . Intf"rment was in 
· · 

1 
the Harlan cemetem 

o.t.n n•::wneJU'riC ROt;sn. Active pall,. bearers were .Messrs 
(!)• .\T SIU;S.\SU0.\11. W. <J. Lewis, T. H. l'ottf"r, G: K>' 

Swltt, 1-~.' A-. Hulsebus, H. D. Esh~ 
elman and Jay Colburn. Serving 

Youn.cr Dl•mocratlc Club ·or. as· honorary fJBJI bf.'arers . were 

u•wv ·o~epu uarr11. UOIICSOI Ill• \VODUDUOCI (£010 hCt . bt•lrwt~tJ wlfo. "fnd ~hlldrf"n, Mr. yuf'l.•, 1'o dt>, that. 1 kfl 
Horrla lOilVIIII 'ialtt tntller, eal J. )'()U know-·~·-~~ JlfiHI 
rarrt11 and hill Att!JJ moth«'r and 

nno broibtr, 111ft Harrill of Kan· ~muDd national pollcy f. 
!Ifill l'llv nnd nne llhllrr, Mr11. Jlol· culture which ba• btu•o 

lliUiOUIIIJ)" h&UflllhlffJ and 
n Knllllltlft of l>o11 Mulnttll. MUC'I'6Utully r.arriQd t'IUt u 
Mr. and Ml'll. 11Arrl~+ ·llvtHI tor huutf!u!IIP tJr rr&ukllo l> 

''"" )'NUll tin tho nld farm nur VC~It.'' 
Klrkrtlllft and th.,y, JIVt>tl nbt'I'Ut llw -·-
fillllt(' n.·IUf\bM llf rl•rtrt~ In thn «~lfr I •.. .., c~ "('WD<IO • ' ... .. 
fit Jllll'lllll. Mr. llnrrll\ Wall' u , u •.. ··"' l'lrll'l n" .... ,..ca: 
rnmlly man· ttnd lovPd his wlfr tiNO M'roicr. 
nnd c•Jillllrfln dt•tuly. 'l'ht• family -
nnd t·oltt,tlvr•K will mft~M him tnudt t•;arilng.-J<"tre, cauaed 
here uwm th!M Nlrth. extllo•lon or an oil heat•· 

Thht~o from out of tuwn who at- baM!tnOill o! tho &arr Hr1 
1f•nded t hn Krr..rlre>R..,~•·re !\lr. and wu ex tlnguhdu•d by tho 
Mrll. \\', M. KnudiiOD nr D'l\lolnes. rtrc departmi.'Dt Tuesday I 
Iliff J. Jfurrl11, Knn111111 City, Mo .• Core any ~CTeat damage " 
Vrlma nnd . Hay McBrld1• M De,,, J.'huues blued In the l 
~folncR. Mr. un•l Mr11. Alvin .Jiern I where the explosion occu 
and !\1 r. ·and Mrs. Andrew Swen-1 a great deal or smoke 
sen or Exira. Harold T~ue and 1 the upstairs. The flren 
sls'ters and Harlow · Ta~ue or some dlrtlculty In extlr 
!'denio; Mrs. ·Jas. Tague and daugh- the fire which worked 
ter f:velyn or Stuart. and ~fr. and walla .. 
Mr!!: 1 Everett. Tague or Guthrie 
Ct'nt~·r. ' 

-:--

'[,.,; ... ''" 

Card of Tbub 
l'onnt\' will llfJOOSor :t · "' M 

-r:~tle ·nnundup to be held Judge H. J. Mantz, Judge ..,,, • . WI' del'llre through the press to 
, ~lu•nandnah Armory, J<•rl· Miller, 14 • C. t.ewls. P .. II. 'Brown, <'Xtend · our heartfelt thanks and 

Chu, D. Booth, L.lcut-novernor N npru·•~clntlon to relatives and ,.:;,.IHt•mtwr 2!i, to 11tart ltl J , 
k . G. Krnschel. H. P. Dowling, J. . rrhmds for the I sympathy anrl 

•'cloc · ... ~orgaa,rd, Dr. E. A. Moore, .A. V. many- acU! or kindness shown 1111 
0. l\ru11chel. Democ;rntle Parker; r. G: TlnsiPy, Attorney!! following the death or the late 

late for Qf)vernor. and H(~fJ· F:. R White, 1.. C. Wlllte, . J)an ! Jar Harris: AI!IO for the ben uti· 
'tlln• Wenrln will be th':l Buckley, R. fo~. Swlrt, .J.a.{l, J. Jen· 'ttl flornl utft.". • 

' 1 - ' .. .. ·' t'nnKI'f'lf*ltloaal Cbu1 pa I !lfH~akf>rll. ):;orne ot 1er nlng11, Dennett CuJIIKori, Gf\Orge ' · Mrs. Jay Harris and 
dk~<' will alllo bt! J.:lvtm. Hurley. ·n. J<:. lllnm!: Carl f'ollter. , Children Rev. C. Wm. Bast, Mb 

.._ - ·10 a. m., The church .. danelng and mu111ca·l en- J<'rerl r..ouls. Jr. nnd Emil Hast· Mr. and Mrs. f:arl Andersen The IIUJ>erlntendl'nta or tl-
' rm·J]t. 11r11l rr"" ·hot .dog-.Jings. ~lr. an1J Mn. C. J. Ilarrla are- Mr. George noaenteld 
.. ~- ·\will ht!IIJ mnkf>. It a f'amllr relallv.e~s. In attendance Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Knudson Dale Woods. Come to 
.-r. ,il1le evNllng. l"pN:Ial at the 11ervlcf's W('rc :\frs. W. W. Ultr J. Harrill.·,, and ·to atudr the Ieason 
;lituiwnt. lx IH•In,; fJIIITlJll'(l for Wood!'! or Wenat,chee. \Vash.. Mr. . --:...- day; 
who !lo uot ean· to dance: anrl Mrs.· J..eonatd Opdyke anti )(r,.. )flke ~ollf'n, Sr. 11.)1. m .. The ~ 
'''lll•·H·r:~tR. nnd other fr(>c Tom Or:uh·ke of Greeley, Colo., . The. quartet will present 
n:: Ju•o;•l•· art' c·ordlallr In· nev. and !\fn. !''rank Bean, Jo- D(,'ftanee.-Mrs. Mike Nollen, Sr. music.. The J>llBtor will P 
lu•ir :.:u1·~!s tm• PXpl'cted to K('.,hlne and Dick Bean o! noonc, died at her home hert> last Mon- h bj 

(""' ro~a. · day. sept. 14. She had bet>n sur- t ~v~~roen~· 1~Tr:vrr;trtoo 
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realizes that the successful physician must be a student all the time if he 
wishes to make a success of his work. 

Doctor ·walsh was married April 22, r9r2 to Dorrit Dillon, the daughter 
of Milo and Ann Dillon. He is a member of the Catholic church and of the 
Knights of Columbus at Perry. His wife is one of three children, the other 
two being Thomas aBel Isabell. Her father has been an engineer on the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railroad for many years. Doctor vValsh is 
a past exalted ruler of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. In 
politics, he classes himself with the great mass of independent voters, pre­
ferring to cast his vote for men rather than for platforms. 

"Let me 1 ive in my house 
By the side of the road 

vVhere the race of men go by: 

They are good. they are bad. 
They are weak, they are strong, 

\"'ise. foolish. and so am I. 

"Then why should I sit 
In the scorner's seat. 

Or hurl a cynic's ban; 
Let me live in my house 
By the side of the road, 

And be a friend to man." 

These two stanzas, so full of homely philosophy, give us the key to the 
life of Thomas Henry Smith, or "Tobe,'' as he is universally known, a man 
who has done as much for Shelby county. IO\Ya, as any other man. Promin­
nently identified with the history ofhis county for more than thirty-five years 
he has spent his life in the seHice of his fellO\Y men in a way which stamps 
him as one of the best citizens of his county. As a member of the state Senate 
of Iowa, he has always been on the side of every good measure which has 
been proposed, and his record in the General Assembly is one of which his 
constituents are justly proud. \Vhile a member of the Legislature he in­
troduced, among other bills. the following which show his worth as a man; 
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a bill for the establishment of additional normal schools; a hili providing 
for the collection of vital statistics in the interest of the health of children; 
a bill for the better protection and preservation of birds and wild animal 
life; a bill providing for the support of the wives and children of convicts 
from their earnings; a bill exempting from taxation the property of all 
soldiers and their widows to the value of twelve hundred dollars; and finally, 
a bill giving additional power to the office of commerce counsel, making this 
office one of real value to the people of the state. Up to that time the office 
could only investigate and obtain information of any wrongs done to ship­
pers or any discriminations made by the railroads of the state, but had no 
authority to right the wrong even if found and proved. The bill proposed 
and passed through the efforts of Mr. Smith gives this office the right to file 
complaints and take definite action before the interstate commerce board 
or the state railway commissioners of Iowa or the state courts to correct 
any such evils and thereby secure the people in their rights. Not only is 
this office given this increased power, but it provides that the commerce 
coun!:'el is to be the attorney for· any citizen of the state of Iowa making 
complaint before the railway commissioners and he must look after the in­
terests of the humblest taxpayer without any other compensation than his 
own salary allowed by the state. 

These are only a few of the more important bills which Mr. Smith 
fathered, but are sufficient to indicate his worth as a public-spirited citizen. 
It is pertinent to mention in this connection a striking incident in the life of 
:\Ir. Smith which sets forth .another phase of his interesting career. He 
\vas present at the Mothers' National Congress, held at Des Moines in 1900. 
when the assertion was made by one of the speakers that man \vas incapable 
of love except as a means to gratify passion. At this juncture Mr. Smith 
secured the floor and, according to the Des :VIoines Register and Leader, 
''Tom Smith, of Harlan, ImYa, the lawyer, immortalized his name by a 
spontaneous burst of oratory in defense of men before three thousand 
women of the National Congress of Mothers at its second day's session 
here Tuesday afternoon. Mr. Smith's speech was the climax of one of the 
most dramatic scenes ever witnessed in Des Moines." The leading papers 
throughout the country published extracts of this famous speech and the 
many editorial comments on it indicated that it struck a popular chord 
everywhere. 

Thomas Henry Smith, the son of Paris S. and Nancy Jane (Jones) 
Smith, was born September 30, 1854, in Appanoose county. Iowa, on the 

(87) 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

SHELBY COCNTY, JOW.\. 

banks of Soap creek. His father was a natiYe of Ohio and came to Davis 
county, Iowa, before his marriage. His mother was born in \Vest Virginia 
and came to Ohio with her parents when a small girL Later, the Jones 
family located in Davis county. Iowa. and there Paris S. Smith and Nancy 
Jane Jones were married in r85r. They are still living, now making their 
home in Blakesburg. Iowa, and are one of the oldest married couples in the 
state, having been married sixty-three years. They are the parents of thir­
teen children, se,·en of whom are still living. 

The elementary education of ~1r. Smith was received in the district 
schools of Davis county, 10\Ya. after \Yhich he took the course giYen by the 
Southern Iowa ?\onnal Schuol at Bloomfield. Iowa. He then began teach­
ing, while at the same time he put all of his spare time in at reading la\v with 
M. H. Jones, of Bloomfield. At the age of twenty-three he was admitted 
to the bar and now came the question which faces every young lawyer: 
\Vhere should he locate? There can be no doubt that the success of many 
lawyers depend on their location and \Ir. Smith \\·as nry anxious to find a 
place where there \\as a suitable opening. .\fter carefully looking oyer the 
state of IO\va. for he was satisfied to settle in his own state. he finally de­
cided to cast his fortunes in the county seat of Shelby county. That he 
made a \\·ise choice is shown by his subsequent career in this place. 

On the afternoon of ::\lay 3 I. 1878. there rode into Harlan on horse­
back a young man who was destined to become one of the most distinguished 
citizens the county of Shelby has e\·er had. He \vas poor in purse but had 
something better than money-a sound body, a sound and \veil-disciplined 
mind and a laudable ambition to succeed in his chosen life work. He rented 
one small room and this sen·ed as his bedroom as well as his office. His 
furniture consisted of one rude cot. two rickety chairs, a table. a hand-made 
bench and a hand-made book case of two shelYes. This meager equipment. 
together with four law books. a bottle of ink and one pen, constituted all of 
his worldly possessions. 

In this inauspicious manner ~fr. Smith started his career in Harlan, 
and the people who watched him ride into the city thirty-six years ago have 
lind to see him become its foremost citizen. Knowing that he would have 
a hard time in getting started. and ha ,-ing hut one hundred and fifty dollars, 
he took the agency of an insurance company in order to have something to 
help him out until he could build up his practice. However, such was his 
ability that he was soon able to devote all of his .attention to his legal prac­
tice and within a fe\v years he was recognized as one of the leaders at the 
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Shelby county bar. Soon after coming to Harlan he formed a partnership 
with P. C. Truman, under the firm name of Truman & Smith, which con­
tinued until January I, I88I, when G. \V. Cullison succeeded Mr. Truman 
in the firm. under the firm name of Smith & Cullison. This partnership 
continued until January I. I 895. the firm having an extensive practice. In 
r886 he became the first county attorney of the county and held this office 
for t\YO years, and subsequently sen·ecl as city attorney for two terms. It 
is not possible within the limits of this sketch to follow the career of Mr. 
Smith in detail and discuss his splendid record as an advocate and his share 
in the general \\elf are of his adopted city. 

His ability and standing as a lawyer is well told in the "Bench and 
Bar of Iowa." by an able judge in whose court he practiced for many years: 
''1Ir. Smith entered upon the practice of his profession at Harlan when the 
town. Shelby county and southwestern Im,·a were comparatively new and 
rapidly filling up and den'loping. He ,,·as young. enthusiastic. hopeful and 
ambitious. He had been disciplined in hard work and taught to do with 
promptness and energy \rhate,·er \Yas necessary to accomplish a worthy ob­
ject. Thus equipped he began his profession. \Vith an indomitable will 
and irresistible energy he has carved out success \vhere others have failed. 
He is thoroughly loyal to his client. He believes he is right and ought to 
succeed. To that sen·ice he surrenders himself. and ,,·hatever hard work, 
care and stud~· can do to achien success is done ,,·ith rare devotion and self­
sacrifice. He prepares the law of the case and marshals the evidence with 
good judgment, and then enters the contest self-reliant and confident. and 
,,·ith enthusiastic hopefulness and determination. He is an able trial lawyer, 
a safe counsellor, a practical business man, and a citizen and member of 
society, high minded. honorable and of a pure life." 

His record speaks for itself and it is not saying too much to say that 
110 man in the county has been more fully identified \Yith its progress during 
the past thirty-fi,·e years. His fellmY citizens have never called on him that 
he did not respond: they have sent him to the state Senate and there he made 
a record for public sen·ice that is a credit to himself as well as his district. 
_-\s a Republican he has been progressi\·e in the best and truest sense of the 
term and his \York in the Legislature has not only been a benefit to his own 
district but to the \\'hole state as well. 

It is to be e.';pectecl th:=tt such a man \\Ould be successful in a material 
\\'av. He married t\\'O years after coming to Harlan and he and his young 
'' i fe bought a small home for six hundred dollars and had but fifty-fin 
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dollars for the first payment. They lived economically and gradually paid 
for their modest little home and were never happier than when figuring how 
to make their monthly payments. As the years went by and his practice 
increased, Mr. Smith was able to move to more substantial surroundings 
and now has probably the finest home in the city. His home, which is. very 
appropriately called "Idlewild,'' is located on Baldwin street and is sur­
rounded by handsome trees and shrubbery of all kinds. In addition to his 
beautiful city home, he own!' six improved farms in eastern Nebraska, com­
prising eighteen hundred acres and has extensive holdings in eastern Kan­
sas, Colorado and vVashington. 

The married life of Mr. Smith has been particularly happy. He was 
married on June 3, 188o, to Josephine \Vonn, the daughter of Senator 
Horatio A. and Sarah (Underwood) \Vonn, both of whom were natives 
of Ohio. Mrs. Smith's parents 'vvere married in their native state and came 
to Davis county, Iowa, in 1850. Her father was senator for two terms 
from the Davis-VanBuren district. He died in 1888 and her mother passed 
away in 1912, at the Smith home in Harlan. Three daughters came to 
bless the union of Mr. and Mrs. Smith: Mabel C., Orpha and Lois. Orpha, 
after four years as teacher of Latin in the Harlan high school and the Bis­
marck high school, was married to Leonard E. Opdyke, a prominent busi­
ness man of Bismarck, North Dakota. Lois became the wife of Rev. Frank 
Bean, a Methodist minister, now stationed at Lewis, Iowa. Mabel cast her 
lot in the teaching profession and has taught in the high schools of North 
Yakima and Wenatchee, \Vashington. These three daughters have all re­
ceived college educations and are women of refinement and culture. Mrs. 
Smith is a woman of education and refinement, and while she has been in­
terested in the social life and club work of the city, she allows nothing to 
come between her and her home. This and her family has her first care 
and attention. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Smith have been earnest supporters of education 
and interested in everything for the betterment of humanity. Boys ambi­
tious for an education have been taken in the home, doing chores for their 
board that they might attend the Harlan high school. A sister and husband 
dying leaving children, three boys, one but eight years of age, was given a 
home with them. These are now men of education and usefulness. Two, 
graduates of Iowa University Medical College, are successful practitioners 
in the Dakotas. The other, a graduate of the Iowa University Law School, 
is a judge in South Dakota. 

I 
l 
l 
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The family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and have 
always been interested in all the work of the church. There has not been a 
public-spirit,ed enterprise launched in the city of Harlan which has not re­
ceived the hearty support of Mr. Smith, and it is a matter of local history 
that when he threw his influence in favor of any measure it was nearly al­
ways sure of success. Such, in brief, is the career of a man who has meas­
ured up to the highest type of American citizenship, a man in whom the 
"elements are so mixed that the whole world might stand up and say-this 

" was a man. 

EDWARD F. FISH. 

A distinguished veteran of the Civil War and a man prominent m the 
affairs of Shelby county, Iowa, for many years, is Edward F. Fish. As a 
young man he taught school before the Civil War and served through prac­
tically the whole of the terrible struggle between the states. He has been a 
resident of Shelby county since r867, and has been prominently identified 
with every phase of the county's history since that time. He always has 
taken a prominent part in Republican politics, and has held various official 
pos1t10ns. l\Ir. Fish is one of the best informed men in the county on the 
early history of this section of Iowa. 

Edward· F. Fish, the son of Mason and Clarissa (Lyon) Fish, was 
born January I r, 1835· in \Varren county, Pennsylvania. His father was a 
native of Cayuga county, New York, his birth having occurred in r8o5, and 
his death in Shelby county, Iowa. A.ugust r6, 1876. His mother was born 
in Onondaga county, ~ew York. in 1814, and died in Shelby county, Iowa, 
February 29, r882. Mason Fish and wife both grew to maturity in their 
native state, and were married at Pine Grove, Warren county, Pennsylvania, 
in 1832. In 1845 they moved from \Varren county, Pennsylvania, and lo­
cated in Summit county, Ohio, where Mason Fish became one of the super­
intendents on the canal which had been built from Cleveland, Ohio, on Lake 
Erie to Portsmouth. on the Ohio river. After serving two years as canal 
superintendent, Mason Fish moved with his family to Kane county, Illinois, 
where he lived for four years, after which he moved to Grant county, \Vis­
consin, where he followed farming for fourteen years, after which he went 
to Shelby county, Iowa, in r867, and lived there until his death. Upon com­
ing to Shelby county he purcahsed eighty acres of unimproved land in Clay 
township, erected a rude cabin and started in to make his fortune in this 

'\ 
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his death. He was prominent in his profession, especially in the trial of 
criminal cases. 

He gave his allegiance to the Republican party and was the chairman 
of his county committee for some time. In 1904 he was elected county 
attorney for Des Moines county and served two years. In 1914 he was 
elected senator, and was re-elected in 1918, and served inclusively from 
the Thirty-sixth to the Thirty~ninth General Assemblies; therefore, 

Be It Resolved by the Senate: That in the passing of the Honorable 
Frank E. Thompson the state has lost a faithful servant and an hon­
orable citizen. 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the Senate, and that the Secretary of the Senate be di­
rected to forward an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

JAMES; M. Bm.L, 

A. CLAIRE DEWEY, 
SANFORD ZEIGLER, JR., 

Committee. 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

TliOMAS If SMITH 

MR. PRES:JDENT: Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions 
commemorating the life, character and public service of Honorable 
Thomas H. Smith of" Harlan, Iowa, begs leave to submit the following 
report: 

Thomas H. Smith, son of Paris S. and Nancy Jane Smith, was born 
Sep.tember 30, 1854, in Appanoose county, Iowa, on the banks of a rather 
famous stream known as "Soap Creek". Mr. Smith's father was a native 
of Ohio, his mother a native of West Virginia. His great grandfather 
was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. 

Mr. Smith was raised on a farm in Davis county and his elementary 
education was received in the country schools, supplemented by a course 
in the Southern Iowa Normal School in Bloomfield, one of Mr. Smith's 
instructors being Hon. George W. Cullison, later his partner in the prac­
tice of law at Harlan. Mr. Smith at the age of 18 years began teaching 
country school, putting in his spare time reading law with Attorney 
M. H. Jones of" Bloomfield. At the age of 23 Mr. Smith was admitted 
to the bar. He moved to Harlan where he began practicing law. 

On the afternoon of May 31, 1878, he rode into Harlan on horseba.ck, 
having borrowed a horse from an uncle of his residing in Davis county. 
In after years, Mr. Smith made no secret of the fact that at the time of 
coming to Shelby county he was exceedingly short of money. He first 
rented one small roDm which served as his bedroom as well as his office, 
his furniture c~nsisting of one rude cot, two rickety chairs, a table, a 
hand-made bench and a hand-made bookcase of' two shelves. His law 
library consisted of four books, and his office equipment a bottle of ink 
and one pen. His total means, so his biography recites, consisted of $150. 
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For a time he took the agency of an insurance company as a means o.f 
taking in some money until he could build up· his law practice. 

In 1880 he was united in marriage with J O!iephine W onn. To this 
union were born three daughters. 

In 1886, Mr. Smith became county attorney"of 'shelby county, holding 
this office for two years and subsequently serving as city attorney for 
Harlan for two terms. 

He was president and member of the Harlan School board for one term. 
He alway took an active part in politics and served as chairman of the 
Republican county central committee for two year:;;. 

Later, in 1910, he was elected state senator, and for one term repre­
sented the senatorial district of Shelby and Cass counties in the Thirty­
fourth and . Thirty-fifth General Assemblies, introducing and backing 

~- --· · a number of measures of importance and taking a high rank as a hard 
working and able member of the state legislature. 

0 

Mr. Smith will long be remembered for his physical and mental 
strength, for his untiring energy in the services of his clients and the 
best interests of the community in which he lived fo-r more than fifty 
years. He believed strongly in the moral and spiritual eiements in man­
kind, and, believing in them, he was, in his life and conduct, an example 
to others in his community. His thoroughly democratic attitude toward 
his fellowmen and his. kindly good humor greatly helped to make for him 
an enduring place in the history of Shelby county and in the State of 
Io'!a. 

Mr. Smith passed away at his home in Harlan, Iowa,.on the seven­
teenth day of September, 1936. 

Mr. Smith's passing should not be one of unreasoning sorrow but rather 
an occasion of pride and consolation in the contemplation of a well-
rounded life and a successful career. · 

TkerefO't'e, Be It Resolved, That, in the passing of Honorable Thomas 
H. Smith, the State has lost a worthy and esteemed citizen, and that we 
extend to his relatives and friends our sincere sympathy; and 

Be It Furtker Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be printed 
in the records of this body and a copy of the same be forwarded to his 
family. 

FRANK PELZER, 
GEORGE M. HOPKINS, 
:M. MOORE, 

'l'he resolution was unanimously adopted. 

L. T. SHANGLE 

Committee. 

MR. PRF..SXDENT: Your committee which was appointed to report reso­
lutions commemorating the life, character and services O·f the late L. T. 
Shangle, begs leave to submit the following report: 

Louis Tuttle Shangle, son of Amos L. and Mary W. Shangle, was born 
on a farm in Prairie township,· Mahaska county, Iowa, March 18, 1862, 
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