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ota 
ttermelon Day and ·Bargain Day in Keota· 

ly; 71Jind? -· ------by A. B. Chapin 

. SCHOOl. ENROI.l.!\1ESTS 
~ Following are ~ome of the school 
enrollments in Uus ~ection of the Hs stat.•: • ~ 
• SCHOOL- H. S. Gratle:: Total 
lledrirk _____ ).. ____ S9 143 232 

'.,, 

Cooking .School to 
~ Be Held Oct 1-2 

TOT· New i.A>ndon :. ____ 151 1S5 331f' TO liE Sl-tlNSORI-:D BY KEOTA 
Brighton --···---- 102 15:! 25-l 1 1-:.Va.t~ WJTH CO-OPERATION 

Faneral Today for· 
. J. W. Stewart,90 
WAS KF~)TA PION'E.:R AND OUR 

m:ST K S 0 W N (~ITJZt:N
··uNil.~AL FRO~I HOME 

J. W. Stewart, who was 90 years 
old Sunday, pal!lled away at his home 
here Tuesday morning at. 6:40 o'clock 
after an illneu ~of only a few weeks 
with a heart aliment brought on by 
age and the ~ent extreme heat. 

lfr. Stewart was one of the out· 
.•tanding citizen!! oC Keota an•l com
munity In many ways and was prob
ably better known by more · people 
than any other person in the .com
munit)·. 

He came to Keota as a young bu.-· 
iness_man in 1872, the year the tdwn 
was 'founded, beeame a stock buyer 

(
and remained in that busineBs !or 
more than half a century:· pa.uing the 
active management of the firm . to· his 
three sons several years ago. During 
most of his life here ... his home wu 
acros11 the corporation and county line 
and Ire wa.S 'acttially a citizen of Wash
ington eounty until his retirement 
!rom· bu..,inys, .. when he and Mrs. 
S~..v.;u:t: P.Urc.hased.their• present horrie 
in town. Th~ youngest son, Donald. 
and hialll(;un.ily~j'e in the former · 
ental residence no~-· • · 

Mr. Stewart was acth·e phyll~e•u:r ___ .., 
and mentally until the heart ailment 
was brought on a few weeks ago by 
the extreme heat. Even then he re
mainecl alert to the last . 
. The. funerlll i!ervice will be held at 
the home thili Thursday afternoon at 
2:00 o'clock, conductecl by the Rev. 
l'f. J.'. York. Interment will be in the 
Keota cemetery; · 

Mr. Stewart, who v.·a;< born in Dear
born county, Indiana, in 1!46, passed 
his · ninetieth birthday anniveraary 
Sunday, September 6. · His parents 
v.-ere Archibald Kennelly Stewart and 
Yary Ann l.awrenc:e-Stewart,..... Biw 
father \'isited Iowa in 1852 and was 
so imprellsed with the possibilities of 
the state that he purchased 2.&0 acres 
of unimpro\'eil lantl in ·Washington 
county. In lS5.S he came again f!lnd 
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, lo\CHOOL ESROLUIE~IS 
If Following are s(lme of the school 

Hs. entf'!lment.s in tllis l'ection of the 
totaft>: I ' · 

'scaoot,_ H. s. Grades Total 
Hedrick _____ ., ____ S!l 1-13 

l'«h ·/Sew London ~---- 151 
1.•..; Brighton ---·--·- 102 

1S5 
. 152 

232 
33ff 

... Washington . --··- .£70 12-15 
430 Col. Jet. anti City _ 13-l 

Winfit>ltl --------- 110 
;pper. Kinross ·--- ----·- 43 
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!lt'WS· "' II 1')0 I ne man ---·---- - 134. 254 
• f•'1• Keota Public ----- 111 

Keota Parochial __ 
I Harper Paroehial _ 30 

,:son ·I Clear. Creek Par-
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70 

120 
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iO 
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387 
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606 

Ri\·ersit!e Parochial 61 
Fo~· Sigourner ------- 219 
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Community Club to 
Elect Monday. Eve 

WILL HA\'E ,\SSUAL ~IEl."TING 
AND LUNCH AT KEOTA 

HOTEL DINI:SG R00:\1 

The Keota Community Club will 
holt! its annual election of officers at 

. the regular muting next. !\Iomiar 
~~ight at S :00. The mt>eting will be 

Jaeld in the tlining room of the Hotel 
Keota, now ownetl .by the town ami 
likelY to become the town hall and 
com~unitv center for club anti other 
civic activitiE."'''. , 
· A lunch will be sen·etl freJ to the 
m!,lmbers at the eonclusion of the 
meeting. 

The dub has more than 100 mem· 
. 117 hers' anti it i.t the hope or the present 
. 111 officers that every member will be 
. 22S present to select' the o~ict>rs for the 

t th~ 
quad 
·roup 
hope 

new year anti to Jar the plan>' for an
other succenful year. The pre~nt 
ol'ficers who ha\"Cl guided the organi
zation through ita seeoml and most 
sueces11ful year are B. J. B>·rne, pres· 
ident, J. E. Leinen, secretary. and Rev. 
Vern W. Butler, trea11urer. · 

Cooking School to 
, Be Held ·oct. 1-2 

TO BE SI'O:SSORED B\' KEOT.o\ 
EAGU; WITH CO-OPERATION 

OF IOWA SOUTHERN 
lJTILITIES CO. 

born county, Indiana, in 11'146, passed 
his · ninetieth birthday anniversary 
Sundar, September 6. · His parents 
were Arehibald Kennedy Stewart and 
llary Ann Lawrenc:e-Stewan.." Hie 
father ,·isited Iowa in 18.52 and was 
so impressed \\ith the possibilities of 
the state that he purchased 240 acres 
of unimproved Jarui in ·Washington 
county. In 1804 he came again and 
purchased a farm of 4!\0 acres in Dal· 
las c<Junty. Fully appreciating the 
\'alue of Iowa land he matte a third 
trip in 1855 and invested in 354 iu:rea 

Friday and Saturday, Oct. 1 and 2, in Louisa eounty. It was to this lat·· 
will be two t-eOieUer days in Keota. ter purchase !hat he brought his fam· 
They are the days of the cooking ily i_n 1856. Nine. years later he 
school to be sponsored by The Keota mo,·e!l his family to Washington eollJl
Eagle with the co-operation of the ty, locating on a portitm of the land 
Iowa Southern Utilitiea company, included in his first purt'hase. "' He 
Wa,.hington tlil'trict. spent ten )'ears there'and then moved 

The cooking school will be held in to the new town of Keota anti pur
the· Keota school auditorium the af- chased three farms adjoining the tOwn 
ternoon of each day anti it will be in Keokuk eounty. He was numbered 
free to all. It will be conducted b)· among the prominent representatives 
!\Irs. E>'ther Sears, chief home econ- of agriculturul interests in Iowa and 
ontics expert for the ISU, II$Sistetl by mo!lt highly respecte,i dtixehs of 
llrs. Hazel Rohrer, district home southeastern Iowa. He tlieti Decem· 
economist. Both are experienced. in ber 19, '1901. 
the work and exceptionally capable. J. W. Stewart was ten. years old 
Cooking schools similar to the one to when he came to Iowa with his par·· 
be held here ha\'e been conducted at ents. After passing through the pub-
Winfield and Wapello recently and are lie !iehools in Indiana and Iowa he 

be lteld this month at Columbus took a course in the Iowa City Com· 
Junction and Hichlnnd. me,rcial colle~. In lla)·, 1S6i, a few 

Tht' co-operation of the business months before attaining his majority, 
finns of Keota will be solicitetl in eon- he made a trip to the Pacific. eoast, 
nection with the cooking school. Be- dri\'ing a four-mule team through to 
:~itles the menus prepared at th~ school Walla Walla, Washington. He re
and the food products displayed there maineti in the west two years,, teach
will be merchandise tlisplays and dem• ing school in the winters. In 1869 he 
onstra"tions, using materials and art- returned to Iowa, coming by. way of 
idea from Keota stores. There will the Isthmus of Panama and New 
also be pri:e awards in eonnection York,City. The next year, in partner
with the e,·ent. ship with E. A. Stone of Ainsworth, 

Women in e\·ery community appre-. he began buying and shipping stock 
ciate the opportunity to attend these in Washington eounty, and for many 
scl}ools where the best eook and the yea.rs thereafter he was prominen~ly 
newest bride. reeei\'e many helpful identified with the stock shipping bus
sug~stions as well a.<~ entertaipment. iness. In 1\layt 1872, he came to the 
Nothing of the kind hu e\'er been he lei new I)• laid out town of Keota and be
in Keota and The Eagle is taking the came a senior member o.f the stock 
initiative in bringing this first one on bu)i.ng firm of Stewart \J.rothers. Hi1 
October 1 and 2. brothers, Arthur E. Stewart and Arch-

ibald Kennedy Stewart were the 'other 
STREET WORlt PROGRESSING members o.f the tlrm. · Upon the re
The 1treet surfacing Ia progressing ti~ment from the ftrm of A. K, Stew-

m as 
fur
they 
lOWII Wbt Smouse, .87, of. 

rapidly this week after a few art who went to Des Moine• and be--
. delay caused by raln11. ou· has been c*me a polb , j~adp, Lee Stewart. a 

plaeetl on aome ten or IRQre of tlMt half brOther, became a meniber~f the 
~ar, first 25 bloeks and it i.t thought they ftrm. Stewart brother. thveloped an 
yen. will be eompleted within a week. The extenai\•e'~nU.,, ahlpplntr u QWlY 

be a 
Washinaton Is Dead 

e 15 Winfield SrnouM, 81-year-old bank· MCOnd 25. bloeb /should take abo\\t u alx h\lndnd·~ .of atodt ln a year. 
~o~pon v. aDd promh-.nt Cltlutt of.·WaahlDc- ten c~aya attertbat. :then the fl~,~ J. W. Ste'tt:art beCAn.. kncrtrn to .ut~ 
.owl. toa. dle.l at hla home theN .• MoiW.Iay or f\fteta · blotb abllld be --~~ ~"' at&H!IDMn u leadina re,._.at.· 

1lfcbt after an m... of 'about . a In ahort ordu. ' .··. ·.··· ·.. . . u ... of ~· ~ ... , .• of .... 
illlle ~ He had ),een ',& cltiaell ; • The .Wahl company lbdahed. ••rll illalpp.l ri,.r.. lila opiJiUOJif . ...-~••~r· 

'\•ra.tdDitton for: IT ~ aM ~ Oft tQt pro~ .valut 
_:,~==~~=t.ad•r.ad ·· · · , ~-~-·~ll!tfal:ua.a ... 
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P.liST ~ 
i 

i };S' nnd su,,plics 
I . 

I \ ~ . 7\ )_ .,jf)C 

)1\A. 

"'"" 

• • )Jnnerwart.~ on· 
Pdct:.s. 

RDWARE 

.I ;.::·,~:;·:~~::;~ ·]~i;:~i::~:;i. ~hii~i;;~:; ~~·i·:.i~i;;; f ance-lUissions l'feetintr I ~;q"\rintt.•n•h~n~: t.he He\'. 1:.. .t-:. Win.t'S,I . . . · .. 
· i Hldila~ld. younJ.r J)(*t1~ih·i~ion ~u- The \V. C T. U. ;:;pecial meeting, 

tit f f""•rirundr.nt; the He,·. \Viifard B:m~- · hyJd in the ~!. 1-:. churrh ·here Tue:--
·JJ h:~n. !'i~~)ur.r;r.~·. adult •ih·i~ion; John I 1!:1~· aftern~on, Jlro,·ed to be very in-; 

) Whaw .. •nh. J\,-~,,·ick~ adntinistratitm 1 :t>resting. The topic wa . .;; Temperance· 
j ci,·iqMl; L<':l Power,< Ollie, leuder"'hip./ :md ltis!o\ion~, and the la<lie~ of the i 
j t m!ln::J:. · ·· / ~·>eiety had invitetl rthe mem~rs of; 

.! ~--· · .. . . 
1
. !he church mi~~ionz1ry societies to take j 

. ' Fl" .SE.IL\ L OF J~ W. ~,~f;\\·.:\ RT p~u·t in the program. This they did, 1 
Funend ~cf"\·kt'~ fN· J. \V. Stewart 1 Nteh telling qf their chur-ch missions. 

· \Wrl' ht~},i :-1t tht' hmne "ftursdllY aJ-l There was t1l~o a repllrt gh•en of the 
1 tt•·rHo~m :H. :!:00. Tht~ Rt'v. H. F. York~· W. C. r. U. work ~ing done, not. on~y 
i dt•liY<>rt•~l ~he ).NJmon ,,.h~ch wu.!': hNltd in our country b~t ~in othe~ countrie~, 
I hv. hi.mdrt"il:o: who \X"ere an attentian\"t' 1 :1i' follows: .A~a---rountrae~ organ-

' 

n.:t :t t ritmt~ t.tJ thi!< t1ne ~an a.nti pion-! i:t'"d, 4: Africa. 4; Euro.pe. l!l; .North 
cer Kt"tltan. )ton- than a .h\mdre·d ).-\merica~ 5; 'South Ameriea, S; also 

f wt~r t' s-<~ah•d ou tht" luwn south of tht' j the island~ of the ~en, Australia, Ber· 
·lawtl"e whcr~' :1. puhlic ntldres.!l tty~tNn i muda, Ceylon, Cu.ba. l)(lminican Ue-

.n:::~~~~~~~! m:1dt• it ~~.~:-...~th!~ to henr <tuite p.lainly. fp.ublit, Piji, Haiti, Ireland, Jamai~a, I ; '"'IT\'~ MWgs ,.»'Ct"t' ~nderetl b)' a t}unr- l N"e\\~oun(lland, .Ne\\:- Zealand·, and Plt· 
•••••••••••••••••,:· !••th• ·("~l1llflO~•"'d <1f _ ll~ •. A ley Hagi~t~ l'l"aim hland. So the work is not con· 

. =,)lrf:. Hub>· Ht"l~cht'r, A. A. (~len•it'n· fined to·a ~n1all are.a. · 
· • nl11~ n:hl J. l;. Adsrn~. Pall bearer" j At th~ close of t.he meeting some 

=·. \\'t"ft' .t H. 0~1\s, ~· S. 0\rris, J. C. i light refre~hnumts "~ere ~er\•etl. . ... 
~'Uttting. Roorn 

\\"tth {)tl\\~U · ,.. . . ' 

\r ONLY 
inr Stove sold 

.····~"71 . ·-·--- . • \ 

ae of radjos in · 
11. prke& . d. 

.· .... '• ' 

ne·ZIG 

; t)t>Hncrly, J. f •. L~tn~.n, ~rge BJau.. ~he. next r-egulaa;- meetmg "'111 be 
• n('r and F .• -\. Klein. Interment \\~ai held the flm Tuesda)· afternoon in 
; h1 tht~ ·Kt'<ltn ""'mete1·~·· · Octol>er in th~ 1-"ederate.lchurch. · 
; A~ a. tdbutt' .. to his sixty· four yeAr~ 

CLEAR CREEK • u{ d(l~ a.:-~t)(iation with KeoUl'" bu!'l~ • 
: ine.!'~. i.n::.titutlo.n·$, . all Stole$ w~re 
: dc.~'t !rom 2:00· to 3:30, ~.he hour~ Qf CLEAR CREEK, Sept. 15th -Joe 
• the funeral. Sieren, Joh.n Kiefer· and s,on Pauly• .· 
: .-\mong th'o~e fron\ a dista~ in tlt· M"' ·Ed A. Peiffer and son~ Richard, 
I ttn•ianc. at the funenil .""~:. . Howaf\1, Kenntt.h,and M~ Katie. Kiet..: 

Mr. and Mr~ La'W~nee .Wilson, ot er and. t~· ly gathered to~ther. Jl'ri. 
\\'~!~g:ton; ~tr. and .M~ N ... s .. Ut- day rdght and went~ Mild~ Greinel"'s 
tert.w.ck. O!llkal.oo..•; M.r~ ·. and: Mn. to , ftn.ll. <their scm ·· Jferbert of.<· hb 
Frank· Sopplft. Chieago; ~r.; ~ad M.l'f. bi~. : .· TIJeJ ;..aiJC). ~l'J)~ · . • . . . 
)(arc St,wart· ud Mr.· alkf.Mr8. John ,..,.: llnleh.·, A.ftilr··~:· ....... : ... ·· . . . · 
'\'odt:r, lo-'* .,Mr-L· Loale . belia · ·,ram Ui :.WU\!to .. •u 

Jamte'U.nlle,llt•· .. 
· Ptl 'llr. .lhcbtilt'tl'._.,r,.J_.IIi,;KJ,_.._.~ ••• .._. •. -..;.~-~·•fl 
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352 HISTORY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY 

Greene, a prosperous fanner and landowner of Lime Creek township, and · 
they have four children and four grandchildren. The son, William, married 
Miss Carrie Herr, a native of Keokuk county, Iowa. He is now living on 
the home farm with his mother and cultivates the property for her. He also 
owns a fine farm of one hundred and twenty acres in Lime Creek township · 

. and thirty acres of good timber land. He is a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, his membership being with the lodge at Wellman, 
while both he and his wife are connected with the Rebekah degree at . that 
place. 

Mrs. Peter Eitermiller still owns and occupies the old homestead and is 
highly esteemed in the community in which she resides. Her father was a 
member of the Mennonite church but she attends the Lutheran church. Her 
entire life has been in harmony with Christian teachings and her belief is 
manifest in her many acts of kindness and deeds of mercy. In 188g she was 
called upon to mourn the loss of her husband whose death was also deeply 

. felt throughout the entire community for he was respected . and honored by 
all who knew him. He was a man of unswerving truthfulness, straight
forward in his business transactions and at all· times advocated progressive 
movements in citizenship. 

HQ},hJOSEPH WARREN .. STEWART. 

The salient points in tpe life record of the Hon. Joseph Warren Stewart 
are such as have gained for him the respect and good will of his fellow 
townsmen. He has made a most creditable public record, induding service 
in the thirty-second general assembly and he is even more widely known as 
one of the most prominent a:nd successful stock buyers of the .west. His is 
the record of a strenuous life--the record of a strong individuality, sure of 
itself, stable in purpose, quick in perception, swift in decision and energetic 
and persistent in action. 

Mr. Stewart was born .in Dearborn county, Indiana, September 6, 1846, 
and is a son of Archibald K. and Mary Ann (Lawrence) Stewart. The 
father, a native of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, was born March 23, 1820, 
and when fifteen years of age accompanied his parents on their removal to 
Dearborn county, Indiana, his parents traveling westward by boat, while 
Archibald K. Stewart drove across the. country with a four-horse team, tak
ing with him a portion of the household effects. He attained his majority 
in Dearborn county a:nd was there married to Miss Mary Ann Lawrence, 
who was a native of that county. · They began their domestic life in that 
locality, where they continued to reside until 1856. In 1852, 1854 and again 
in 1855, however, Mr. Stewart had made trips to Iowa and on the first 
occasion purchased two hundred and forty acres of wild and unimproved 
land five miles east of the city of Washington in Washington county. Two 
years later he bought a farm of four hundred and eighty acres in Dallas 
county and in 185-5 made investment iti a tract of land of three hundred and 
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fifty-four acres in Louisa county, to which he removed in 1856. Upon that 
place he resided until 1865, when he came to Washington county, locating 
on the farm he had purchased thirteen years before. For about eleven years 
he was busily occupied with the work of the fields and in 1876 he came to 
Keota, where he purchased three farms adjoining the town in Keokuk county. 
Throughout his entire life he depended upon agricultural pursuits as a 
source of livelihood and the extent and importance of his business affairs 
brought him a very gratifying measure of success. He was justly numbered 
amung the most prominent representatives of agricultural interests in Iowa. 
During the Mexican war he raised a company of soldiers and was commis
sioned its captain but was never called to active service. In his early man
hood he affiliated with the Know Nothing party but in later years was a demo
crat. For many years he acted as president or tr~asurer of the school board 
and the cause of education found in him a stalwart champion whose labors in 
its behalf were effective and far-reaching. He was one of the best known 
and most highly honored. men in this section of the state, his labors being a 
potent force in the growth and progress of the district along many lines. 
He died December 19, 1901. His family numbered four sons and. five 
daughters, namely: Arthur E., who is engaged in the stock business at Keota; 
Archibald K., who is serving as police judge of Des Moines, Iowa; Lee, also 
a resident of Keota; Joseph Warren, of this review ; Lavinia, who makes her 
home in Keota; Eliza J., who is the widow of A. L. Erdice and resides in 
Keota; Louie B., the wife of Charles Harter, of Perry, Iowa; Grace, the wife 
of C. E. Arnold, Of Keokuk county; and Sarah D., the wife of Clem Butler, 
of Oklahoma. 

Joseph Warren Stewart spent the first ten years o{ his life in the state of 
his nativity and then accompanied his parents on their westward removal to 
Iowa. His early education, acquired in the common schools of Indiana, was 
supplemented by further study in the public schools of this state and in the 
Ainsworth Academy, while later he attended the Iowa City Commercial 
College. In May, 1867, he started out in life on. his own account, making 
;,tn overland trip to the Pacific coast. He drove a four-mule team through to 
Walla Walia, Washington, and for two years remained on the coast, teaching 
scllool through the winter seasons. In 1869, however, he returned to Iowa by 
way of the Isthmus route and New York city. After arriving home he 
engaged in breaking prairie for two summers i1;1 Washington county and for 
many years has been closely associated with the agricultural development and 
progress of this part of the state, aiding in· gaining for Iowa its reputation 
as one of the foremost producers of grain and stock in all the Union. In · 
1870 he began buying ~tock in partnership with E. A. Stone and since that 
time has been prominently identified with the stock business for several years. 
He went to Keota in May, 1872, and was associated in business with his 
two brothers, A. E. and A. K. Stewart, and later with a half brother, Lee, 
who came into the firm when A. K. Stewart withdrew. They developed 
an extensive business, shipping as high as six hundred carloads of stock in 

/~.\a year. J. W. Stewart .is said to be recognized by eastern stockmen as the 
/,eading representative of this department of business west of the Mississippi 
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river. He is thoroughly conversant with the different grades of stock prOO: ~.)(~~ 
duced and his opinions are recognized as almost infallible concerning the.W; 
value of any animal that is upon the market. In 1873 Mr. Stewart purchased,.;·~:' 
land at Keota, becoming owner of ten acres, on which he now resides. In ·· . 
1872 he built the stockyards, at which time the town contained nothing but · · 
the railroad depot and corn fields. As the result of his enterprise and ability · 
the town has steadily developed and stands as a monument to the enterpris-
ing spirit of Mr. Stewart. Not only has he been very successful as a dealer 
in live stock but is also the vice president and one of the directors of the "' 
Keota Bank and for a short time was its president. 

In 1875 Mr. Stewart was united in marriage to Miss Naomi Stoutner, of 
Washington county, Iowa,·by whom he had eight children, six of whom still 
survive, as follows: Edith, the wife of George F. McCarty, who is cashier of 
the Peoples Savings Bank at Delta; Iowa; Grace, the wife of Clarence Lacey;:. /. 
who is cashier at Keota, Iowa; Warren Ray, who is associated with his fath~!\;}',?" 
in the cattle business; Naomi, who is attending the Iowa State University,!~~f.:; 
Howard K., a high school student; and Arthur D., attending the pubticf1;('£. 
schools. -'" ~\f;'ii c.. 

In his political views, Mr. Stewart has been a stalwart democrat since agi' •. ~· 
conferred upon him the right of franchise. He has been actively connectetf: '. · 
with the work of the party and in the fall of 1906 he was the choice of the.· · · 
district for representative to the state legislature, serving in the thirty-second ··· 
general assembly. He has never been a politician, however, but gave his' 
services from a sense of duty. At all times he is a public-spirited citizen, 
cooperating in any movement for the general good. His worth is widely 
acknowledged and without invidious distinction he may be termed one of the 
foremost men of this ·part of the state. The extent of his operations as a 
stock dealer and his ability in that line have gained him wide and deserved 
prominence and the methods which he has ever pursued in his business ~areer 
have made his an untarnished name. ' 

WILLIAM S. BARTHOLOMEW. 

Nature seems to have intended that man shall enjoy a season of rest in 
the evening of life. In his younger years he is full of hope, energy and ambi
tion and later his activities are guided by the wisdom and experience which 
his former years have brought. If his labors are well directed he can attain· 
·the competence that will enable him in the evening of life to rest from 
former labor. Such has been the record of William S. Bartholomew, now a 
retired farmer of Washington who for twenty-two years has made his home 
in this city although he did not dispose, of his farm property consisting of 
three hundred and twenty-three acres of land, until about five years ago. 
Since 1845 he has made his home in Washington county, Iowa. 

He is a native of Washington county, New York, the day of his birth 
being March 7, 1832. He represents one of the old families of the Empire 
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A gli'l!tpse into the past ... 

OVER THE YEARS 
The Same Business ... The Same Name ... The Same Family 

1872 -- 1964 

.... ~«e~:~·~i;;v 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Stewart were pioneers of Keota and 
were identified with the business, social and .religious life 
of the town and community all of their married life, They 
and their parents did much to make Keota the well-known 
and thriving town it is. Mrs. Stewart's father, Dr. J. S. 
Stoutner, was a pioneer doctor and served a wide territory 
in and around Keota. 

In May 1872, J. W. Stewart came to the newly laid out town 
of Keota when it was still cornfield and a railway depot 
and very few houses. Mr. Stewart built the Keota Stock 
Yards and established an office there. He became senior 
member of the stock buying firm of Stewart Brothers. His 
brother, Arthur E. Stewart, and Archibald Kennedy Stewart 
were the other membets of the firm. Upon the retirement 
from the firm of A. K. Stewart who went to Des Moines 
and became a police judge, Lee Stewart, a half brother, 
became a member of the firm. 

Stewart Brothers developed an extensive business, shipping 
as many as 600 cars of stock in a year. J. W. Stewart be
came known to eastern stockmen as a leading representa
tive of the business west of the Mississippi River. His 
opinion concerning the value of any animal on the market 
was considered infallible. 

Mr. Stewart's sons, Ray and Howard, eventually became 
partners with their father. With advancing years Mr. Ste
wart retired from active business life. The yards and office 
still operated for many many years under the name of 
Stewart Brothers. A. D. Stewart joined the firm after his 
graduation from the University of Iowa in 1919. 

Following the death of his father and two brothers Don 
formed a partnership with George McCrabb of Keota. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart are the parents of two children; a 
son, Dr. Robert Stewart, and daughter Julia Warner. 

Thus the oldest established business in Keota maintaining 
the same name was terminated after 92 years on March 30, 
1964, with the sale of J. W. Stewart and Sons Livestock 
Company to Morrell's of Ottumwa. Mr. Ray Schwenke be
came the new manager. 

OVER THE YEARS 
The Same Business .... The Same Name .... The Same Family 

LEINEN'S MARKET 

The firm was originally established by Joe Charlton and 
his son Will when the railroad came through Keota in 1872. 
Peter Leinen was then working on the farm for the Charl
tons and the same fall he came to town to work in the meat 
market. He and Will Charlton later became the owners. At 
the early date of July 13, 1887, the business was known as 
Charlton and Leinen. In 1895 Mr. Charlton retired from the 
meat market in favor of Peter Leinen. In 1893 John (J.P.) 
Leinen, son of Peter Leinen, started to work for the firm 
and two years later became a partner with his father, the 
firm being known then as Leinen and Son. Peter Leinen 
retired from the firm about 1910. John P. Leinen then be
came the sole owner of the business~ 

It is noted that in 1903 Dimitt Bamford had been in the 
employ of the· Leinens for 23 years. 

In July 1929 The Keota Eagle states that The Leinen Meat 
Market has invested in some expensive new equipment, a 
modern system of electric refrigeration. J. P. Leinen and 
the boys, Everett and Duvall, worked out plans for the 
reconditioning of the old cooler and the installation of the 
electric refrigeration plant, and the boys ordered a fine 
display case as a surprise on their father. 

In January 1946, J.P. Leinen announced that he had taken 
his son-in~law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Rus
sell, into partnership with him. The firm name was still 
known as Leinen's Market and Grocery. At that time Mr: 
Leinen had been associated with the business as employee, 
partner and owner for 52 years. T-Ie remained associated 
with the business until his death. 

In 1966 Mr. and Mrs. Jack Leedom became the owners of 
the business and it is still known as Leinen's Market. Al
though many changes have taken place the Leinen name 
has been associated with the meat market for 100 years. 
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A glimpse into the past ... 

A HISTORY OF BANKING IN KEOTA 

The first mention of banking in the history of the Town of 
Keota was in 1875. "The State Banking House of Henkle & 
Littler & Co. and the Keota Loan and Savings Ass'n were 
established to meet a demand much felt by our people and 
within the past months have done an exchange business of 
over $900,000. The Keota Loan and Savings Ass'n is now 
erecting and will soon have completed an iron front brick 
building (a credit to our city)." 

September 30, 1876. The Keota Loan & Savings Ass'n or
ganized with the following officers: A D. Faris, President; 
Hon. J. F. Wilson, Vice-President; F. M. Israel, Cashier; J. 
T. Webber, Ass't Cashier. Directors: M. S. Hulse, George 
Spangler, Jos. Smith, J. C. Huskins, Joseph Kulp, and E. 
Moses. This bank was known as the Keota Bank. 

June 19, 1876. The Keota Eagle illustrated the financial 
situation! "What Our Farmers Are Made Of" - A farmer 
dressed in raimant less costly than Solomon's put in an 
appearance at the Keota Bank the other day. Mter lounging 
around, with his eyes open. until he was satisfied with the 
situation, he asked to deposit $700 hard cash and $2200 
soft money. He remarked that he had been having it lying 
around loose and was tired of having it in his way. 

May 5, 1877. While known as the Keota Bank it was moved 
into the new brick banking house which. was built on the 
corner for its special benefit. Here the bank was re-organized 
and its capital increased. Charley Singmaster succeeded 
A D. Faris as President; J. T. Webber succeeded F. M. 
Israel as Cashier and the institution finally settled down to 
business under the cognomem of The Bank of Keota, and is 

· now a first class institution with plenty of money and·. any 
· amount of backing. 

May 26, 1893. The brick building for the Farmers Savings 
Bank is starting. The foundation was built in a hurry and 
the vault walls are built up. 

July 28, 1893. The· Farmers Savings Bank is 1,1earing _com
pletion. The safe is of the Mosler make, with time lock. :fhey 
are ready for business as soon as they get a "permit" from 
the State Auditor. A W. Hamill will be the Cashier; G. 
Gregory, Pres.; J. S. Stoutner, Vice-Pres.; Capital $30,000. 

January 15, 1897. The Bank of Keota has run through the 
20 years allowed to it to run· as a corporation and at its 
stockholders meeting this week they decided to re-organize 
the bank. They will renew the old charter and just bank on 
a new basis. C. F. Singmaster, President; H. Henkle, Vice
President; E. G. Wilson, Cashier; .J)irectars: Samuel Sing

.master an:cd•.••iL·•·MC•0StewaTt. 

The above bank is to be known as the State Bank of Keota, 
said corporation to continue ten years with a capital of 
$50,000. 
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1899. The Bank of Keota was merged into the State Bank of 
Keotain 1899. Of this institution, Mr. Harmon Henkle was 
Vice-President for many years. 

April 2, 1903. The project for launching a third banking 
company in Keota was brought to head Saturday. A meeting 
of the interested parties was held in Attorney 0. B. Jones' 
office and this board of directors was chosen: A E. Stewart, 
John Randolph, R. S. Kirkpatrick, J. F. Romine, E. E. Neal, 
R. M. Thomson, 0. K. Stoutner. 

Officers: Pres., A E. Stewart; Vice-Pres., R. M. Thomson; 
Cashier, Jno. Randolph. 

Its name is to be the "Union State Bank." Capital stock, 
$30,000. There are 35 or 40 stockholders. 

January 14, 1904. The Union State Bank expects to open 
February 1. The building is nearing completion. Directors 
and officers are the same as chosen last spring. 

February 25, 1904. The Union State Bank opened for busi
ness Tuesday morning minus counters and other furniture 
so some hand-made fixtures will serve temporarily. 

July 7, 1904. The Farmers Savings Bank put in a complete 
set of mahogany and birch interior fixtures. The floor is 
covered with new linoleum, the interior finish of room is 
stained mahogany and the walls and ceiling are freshly pa
pered. The two cashiers' windows and base of counter are 
Tennessee marble; bevel plate glass panels in windows. 
There is more room for employees and the public. 

January 24, 1907. A W. Hamill, cashier of Farmers Savings 
Bank, resigns to take effect February 1. B. D. Helscher was 
named cashier and D. D. Crone of Washington was named 
assistant cashier. Mr. Hamill will associate in business 
with Keiser Bros. 

March 20, 1907. The State Bank will be remodeled. The 
outside stairway will be removed and a new one will be put 
on the inside. A large plate glass window will be put in front 
and the entrance moved to the east corner. Handsome new 
mahogany will be installed. The counter will be solid mar
ble with brick foundation and oak top. They will tear out 
the wooden floor and put in a tile floor laid in cement and a 
cork carpet behind the counter. The ceiling W:ill. be of can
vas with walls to match. The plate glass window was in
stalled in May and witnessed by one hundred and fifty 
innocent bystanders. · 

October 21, 1926. The Union State Bank and State Bank of 
Keota are to be merged and will become the Security State 
Bank. It will have new stockholders, new directors and 
officers. The two banks will cease doing business Saturday 
at 4:00 p.m. and pass into history. 

The new bank will open Monday morning, October 25, in 
the building occupied by the Union State Bank, with follow
ing officers and directors: President, W.F. Stoutner; ''\lii'!!'e-
4Presidentt ~~-;W•·:·",SJtewart; O.K. Stoutner, Cashier; C.A. 
Lacey, Ass't. Cashier; Directors---J.W. Stewart, H. W. Stat
ler, 0. K. Stoutner, J. C. Stoutner, W. F. Stoutner, R. 0. 
Wilson, A. A. Clendenning, J. C. Deimerely, W. R. Stewart 
and C. A Lacey. The new bank has $40,000 capital stock 
and surplus fund of $20,000. 
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