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Standard Form For Hembers of the Le~lslature 

. I . Name of Representative >11. . .,..; Senator ___ _ 

~ -Z~ a,_$,; I~ 
1. Birthday and place.:Jl~/?J'l. ~..W, .A/ta,,.L//,12-fr; t,,~,.;t 

2. Harria9e (s) date place 

for example: 

A. Business _____________________________________________ __ 

B . c i y i c res pons i b i 1 it i e s ___,_(d""'-'''-"'A-'-':..:..;,e::...:.·---------------------------

/,' 

C. Profession _,_')!,.,. _ .. , .... ,., 
~~~~~------------------------

4. Church membership ________ ~~~~~~~~------------------
;r'- I_ , 

5. Sessions served __ ~ol~. ~~~~./~Ct2~;~~~~~4~-ll~-=~~=-~------~/Lr-~~'~R~·~-------
6. Public Offices 

A. Local _______________________________________________ ___ 

B. State _______________________________________________ ___ 

. 
C. National ______________________________________________ __ 
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-
1 0 . Education__ (Ji-z .,_,_,i .b ~L.'Ld:Lc .,.-v· 6 ].,. .A_.f.L4L. ..... ~ ___ __J:j_' .::..~-j~./..t--zl. r·:~-L . tl 

·---4rlc-+"l ,:1i ~ •.. t . 

11. Degrees ________________________ __ 
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Sources Log For Legislation Entries 

Applicability 

Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained 
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... - "-. ... 

PRICE $2.00 PER YEAR -' 1 

AIL BOXES ALONt:' HIS LIFE . WORK .ENDED 
of the b~ys of t}:is . vicinity ; B Frank Roberts, Member of Co. C, 

:? likely to be inugnt a _h·sson ·29th ··Iowa, Passed .· Away at His 
lough it may be. unplen~~nt Home in Ames, Friday, May 20 ' 
:nluabl~ to thets;. n; later life 

~ morE. tilmpering with Ln~king but one week· of naving> 
:es. F~ling with Fl mail box reached tl1e age of 8~ year~, B. Ft.tnk 
~utting nnythi~g in one . that I Roberts, well known re~ic!e_ r,t of thi~ 
: belong there Is looketl upon countv: for many_y_t'il!'5_ and_ r\ _ m(•mbcr __ ------ ------.--:1<.: 
J.-S:-government-a~-n-mig:tty-~~f . H:;;ris~n county's O','.'ll company, 
>ffensf':. It isn't n mntt('r th~t .Co. c of the . 29th Joy,;a, in the Civil 
:ht _.before the - locnt nuthon- War, passed to h;!:' re3t at !1is homo ~ 
. one over which the Fed:r:'ll in Ames, Friday, l\-hy · :zp, having-been 
have C'hnrge . !tnd th~ pums11 -~ ill in1t a few day'>. Sund_ay, pr~~i:·d-
not mer~ly n · reprimn~d ?d- ing his death he was as well a:> usunl 
e.~ _in _ ·a half henrt.ed,. JOkm~ 'I but ·he became, i!! Tttt:!idllY n:HI_ p!le~l
t 1t has real teeth m tt. inonia <levelop~·l whtch resul.:eri m 
:\londny .1\lrs. Homer Ca~wel.l his death as sta~c:d.- - He did nc.t real-
the R. F. D. box in the road I ize thdt he w~1s !3('riou:;ly ill, but a 
of her home, +-o mail a lt?tter.j specinli~t was called from . Des :\toitH,s 

:1e opened the Lox she found but skill could not avail. The call 
mr~'1nke coilet1 up iil the bo~. had come nnd he obc~·ed the sil!.'nt 
til\ as dead nnd had been Ill me~senger. 
,r1 several hours and the odor B. F. Robertc \\':-!!'~ h0t·n in Conne<·t
thing but plcasan~. It \Vasn't 1 icut ::\by 27, 1B:3~). Ar the a~e ·ot ·17 
hing to nut m a mail . box and ~- he c;mc to Harrhm county with his 
with nny s.cn~c 11t _all \vould parents, William :\1. a~J_rl 1\Inry 1\faC'k 
a trick so 1t ts QeliCV(!cl that Roberts. For hvo Y'!Hl'i'> he wnrl~''d 

legs boyR did it,· probabl:l with on n fnrm nt t1 1 .~ \':<tg·e of t~:1 rlolli\rg 
of pl.nying ry jok: on the. cnr- per month mid at the end of that thw~ 
owev~r the joke JS vc~·y llkt•ly he opetH:d up a fmnll farm of his own 
:1 the _ other fellow .. tf these anrl sold the produd ~f tlh' first ye~n··.~ 
nny othcrR molest :my mail labtH' in Council 8iufl'!", h ~tulin~ ~is 
When . UnCle S:nn ni~'> a f(.)]- stuff with an ox team nnd !-ie!ling- at 

. ~ther boy_ or man, for t·H>:1kcy- the~ ,: pric(•s: corn 1 R C't'nts, wht•at 4 0 
1 a mail box, the ch:1p Dipped ·cents and dres5t•d !'J::>rk nt $l.GO per 
p_r!Lil .. !or, _ _qu_iLe :-a __ p.crJod .of.- ·1:\1(}-ponrtd!i. · . . ... -- - - --· · · 

_ • In l8fi2 he voluntt:cred ns 'n nH•m-
. mail boxes nlone. her of Co. C of the 28t~1 Iowa. ITo 

" . . --- . ----o wns in ever! battle 111 whtl:!1 h1s com-
{£0 CROSS MEETING pHny took pnrt and for tlir~e 11TOnths 

was imdL•r nlmost con!'tant fire while 
lrsing _ _A __ divjtie~ _meeting re- on ddn~ehd ~lu ty ns a shnrp ~hoc.t<•r- · 
,n-g : _ portions ____ of _ Hnrrison on the U. S. -g-unboat 'IPrflii'i.:! Uird'·' - · 
wr eld in Logan Mny 20, in iri the Lower l\Iississippi 8(}Utt<l~on. 
1 rt noom. This was sponsor- At the close of the wnr he l'f>turn
nany people interested. in the cd to his fnrrnl nnd found his f(•nt·cs 
nurse's nctivitjel-l, nnd was for destroyed by pmirie fires and his ' 
;>ose of n!!sisting in making her buildings dilapidated. In the spring 
more effective and spreading of 18GG he was married · to . Ellt>n 
Juenc;e . over a greater field. Rogers, one of the ptoneei; ~chof)l-



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

mail boxes alone. · brr of Co. C of the :ZiH~1 Town. lie .. . .-.--- . 
wns in ever! battle m whtc!1 Jus com-
pany took part and for tlireeiTIOnths 

--------0--------
:ED CROSS MEETING 

wns tmder almost con!'tant fire while . . .• 
rsing Activiti(.l~_mc.cting re- 011 deta_ceh<l ~luty ns a sharp '!hoc.ter 
n~ ~9r_tious_o_f __ Han:i~~n _ -on --the- U ,--S. -gu n boat - '-'Prairi\!·:-Bird'·' -------:-·'-------'---,1t_t 

va.._ .chi in Logan l\Iay 20, m iri the Lower l\Iississippi squa<lron. 
rt Room. This was sponsor- At the close of the war he rPturn-
:any people interested. in the ed to his fnrmi and found his ft>nres , 
turse's activities, and was for destroyed by prairie fires an<f hiR 
ose of assisting in making her buildings dilapidated. In the spring 
~ore effective and spreading of 18GG he was married · to . Ellen 
llen<;e over a greater field. Rogers, one of the pioneer ~chol)l
gram follows: _ ., . teache1·s in we! tern Iowa. 1\Ir.-,. Rob
~~ of \Velcome~Dr. Chas. S .. , erts pa·ss~d. away .in 1{)08. ~'here al·r~ 
'• Chairman. .. · two sur;vtvmg ch1ldren, Orr1s W ., of 
1taiion of report of work ac- -Bismark, N. D., and Miss Minnie, an. 
ed-Nellie Morris, County ·instructor . in . the- State . College at 

Ames. . 
Mr .. Roberts was always a good cit~ 1tation of National Program 

1l plan of organization and 
for same-Dorothy B. Erd
~1d Director Nurses . . 

· ~ .· .. 
izen and to.ok a lively interest in f!V- . · · · 
erything that·was for the betterment 1 

of the conditions in his ow~ locality, 
the county and the state. He was of a Social Program in a 

Program-Hollyce D~ Brown, elected a mem-ber of the-Iowa-H·n-M-~n-------ti": 
Chap. . 

e plana for work in counties 
1e jurisdiction of the super-
1u· with special reference 
ison county-Nellie R. Mor-

of Representatives in the Twenty-
second general assembly, but refused 
the nomination for a' second term. 

When he retired from his farm he 
moved to Ames and built a hom~ 
there which . he occupied with"" his · ··, 

'ery spirited discussion which daughter Minnie, through the years 
I, talks were made by Dr. followink the de at~ - of his companion 
of Magnolia, ·President _of the of 43 years· • . 
Medical Society, in which Mr. Ro})erts was always a strong,. 
~up offered their entire co-op- active man and seldom, if ever failed ·· ~-, 
with the plan'; Mr. Chas. B. to attend the reunions of Co. C in thi.:; 
)ck,.Supt. Pisgah Consolidated county about the 18th of August each 
explained that much of the year. He was secretary of the organ- · ,·c··:-·
chool days and therefore mon- ization and always saw to it that there 
t in school ·programs was an was a lively meeting. He enjoyt.!d the 
ic loss because. of the loose- assocJations of his old comra'des and 
present supervision of hlalth; they loved him. This was evidl-!nc~d 
tEaton, President Pisgah Com- by the fact that all of the survivo!'s 
Club, though he believed...,~hat who could possibly make the trip wertt 

ne had been spent in that co.m- pre~ent at his funeral which w~s hc•ld 
by the county nurse, agreed at Dunlap, Sunday, May 22 at the 

:er all the nur~_t'?g service w~~- .Congregational church of. which he ... .... 
tretche'd_oyer too .:great..:.a .. Jer':' -was -a - member--and ..:. eupporter.-=---Fol .. ·· ·· ·
and : iier activities ' were . too lowing . the service at the church the 
~ us· 'Ira. Harry Joy, Chairman last rites were conducted at the grave 
t .1en'i Committee · of the by old comr~es, the boys ·who wore 

l~~~u,_:_~_O_J!!Ill~~t~~-y_e_ry_/~Y_-:_ -the-blue- in -the-Civil-War-.---·-:-.-----,--~~~ 
upon . the work accomphshed A strong citizen, a true and fa\th- · 

:!dged ~. her support in the fu- ful frwn.d, an honest man has gone to 
. ' ' : '- . his rest and reward. 

summer .work. will include ~ 0 / 
~"-'"';,. ~1aee.D•ln.,. wnmPn of A ___ _ _ ._ _____ ,_,. _ _ __ _; _____ "-- ·'-_._ . .. 

.)· 
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Rober~s, Eenjnr..in i 
Veteran's n~e 

Residence 
Ames, lowa. 

Qccupa~on FarnJ,r 
. I Bol 

Date birth 27 My- l.B39 

Date death 20 Mtf 1921 

cause 

War record Sere;t c 29 

}U:nl< dompan7 1!411hMD ~ 

rabkU.n 

I o. • 
~lap,Ia.' 

Inf. 

R s Harrl s A.,.e ·23 • e • , · 
"' Coxjp . aust • • 

"n-a~~t of I . 
...,._or ·-d ublle 

Grand AnDY of the !iep t 

Battles, etc. 

Nearest r~1ati~es · 
I 

. . i ' )4 
F~thor Wiljlirup 

b .Eroos'burg, 

•• ~·a tkck MothOT 111.1 8..-· ). : 

·; b ·, ,Je 3,184:5, 
w 11, Ellen iC • Rog:r: zs .~~~6 ,Ha.rril!lon 

ga.,M~oh. ,ro. r 1.908 bur 
~ - 1 .1 d · J;.rr, 241, :- · . 

Children ..,. ; • ·· "' · , 

·. , _ , : ,:,~ th- Ia.State / Co 
· I · t Fro f, .,.~" • • 
1, · Ae. 11 Rober s ,, ' l - ' ... e.r ~~- I • ,I . . Mnes o n ... 

Ag. 13, 1862, as 7 P~ \ 

Enlisted nat. Sth ' Corp My 1, 
N • ~, 1862 • Prornote 3,1$63; 4th I C?rp. 

d •:A-P J: ~' 42, Bi slh~ok ,' N. • ,Dek •I ' 

0 . 
6 

;" 1 n-berts, . 
rrl. ·"• !''"' 

1BB3; 5th Corp~ Jl. ·s. ! 28,1863 J 
Rdstet Iowa $oldi9 

aour- . 'u i M :'JO : 
Daughter , r-ar a • : • 1~ 1B63;3d ~e r~t ' ,A.,..l_' 

l>f,• , . 1 l864J 3d b 
5 Sergt. My • . 186 Jlle'Tf Orleans , 
18~504pst.o0t A~·lO ' . : 

d1ere ~v1ng Iowa ; 

Dischar&ed' t~ • ·' 

Veteran's name 'Robert$ ~ Benjamin 

Offices of honor in G. A. R. 

' 

J 
Member-at-targe 

. ; 
Yoar Dat. Paid " _' ~t I . · : ·. 

Photo in group of 29t~ : Iowa. [Int. /' 
Co C at reunion a t Lotan I an: bef 
1893. . . . .. 

. L~t~e photogr'8.ph filed I Verti,c~1 fi r ~ 

Pa.t ,._ 

L · SbieldJ\ 

i ):>ep~ent of 
~nuid Ahny of the n.t::.,,.,..,,. • .,. 
i' . 
~ . ' 

Recprd Mjem~r.Bhfp and Dues Pa}d • 
. ' . I 

J PolotNo. · Place 

ia3 (1) '· Dunlap 17 

Dat. Paj<l . "'--t 
C 29 )owa Inf'. 
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Veteran's name Roberts • Benjamin 

Offices o:f honor in G. A. :R, 

Member·at~i.arge 

y.,U. n .. -. Plold A~t I . 
Photo in group of 2 .9t~ : lqwa I Ill!. i 
Co C a.t reunion . a.t LO',t&n I. bef 
189:5. ' l 

' . I 

1- 'j 
! 

'L l 
l 

i 

i 
Port-

Shields . 

. 

P~ No; 

83 .(1) ! ' 
. I ' ' ! 

and Dues P1d : 
i 

· P!ac. 
!'· 

Din) lap 

.; i 
y_,. , !?at. Paid A~t Year ; 

Brother ~f Albert .Ht11,.1!"1Ar-tt 

Lind in1 CoD:beotiou-tJ un 
Ion unt~l 69 years i:Old 

. Daugh~r · wri.tea1 He ,raa 
and atudent of · far.m :~ 

·! new ~thl>ds in that :!n 
i Legisla.tpre in 1888 ~ 1 Hi 

Dat. 1 oliMW 

17 

: I 
.Large photograph filetl · Vert~oal fi e · 

i Tery ha.ppy. lie· enjoyed 
; in the •tudent bo,dy 

' .J 

y 

! : 

i 
I. . 

Roberts, BenJamin ~--~'~, 
'i 

' 
: Lett~r fr~m ~njamin F. 

: · .. ' • I' : l -

sir; r, ~Pj~in f. 
Volunteers, clto ' hereby·: · 

. . .- . I · 
Jenkins Ferrt• L Arkans~a, 
Jo~ A-. Benj~n, a. ccprpo 

. Ri~'hard llorgtr~dge, Pti 
Vo1'l.mteera, 'Jere on tba. t 

" t' ' 
possession a.l ofmplete 
Rook, ~ka.ns•sr soon 
· st!l.t~ent o1·' f~()ts. 
the followi ~une, . 

• • 1 • 

. . . ' ! ' . ' 
i 

' . l : ' 
Logan Observ~r ~ Logari · 

a brief •history of 
· · I : 

, . , "L. H. :Mo)VL)..liams, . 
I . 

. the picture pf' ' the 

. a].ong with ·pi 

' Faoul ty. iKY 'fClthor 
Davenport but die 
Lie~od n~erous on.r:Ntcm1en 

1839-1921 

Genera.~. 
'l 

I.owe. j Feb.. 7, 
!· -~ . • 

Regi~*t( I_oWa. . . . 
part in . -tM b!l~th · o~ · 
k:nowied~e ! •ta~e · that 

.. the regim$nt, etlao 
~A~·~--~i th Regi~~t, Iowa 

1 ha~~ llJ.;o in my , 
ll mad~ out :a.t Little , 

: . : ' 1 -· 
corrobor,at$a'ithe a.bove-

4f"' ..... '".J. ."'d pri$o~ers mttil!. 
or 1 r.oord. · ! ., . 

' . 
vore in Re~on here~ 
giment, ~o1ra i Volunteers ·. 

. . ; i ,' " 

to the 
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.... ·• 

Company C ~~s organited · 
sloned oapta,in; Geo. s • . 
ant. Captaid W. W. Fulie 
Geo, s. B~oon waa promo 
the olose of the war. 
Lieut, J, :H. Smith l"eai 
He also resi'gned and 4 

.,, -----~ --- · 

Roberts 1· Benjamin TIUUI...If.~.UI .1839 1921 ! 

. I 

f irst lieutertant ~ ' 
the vae~oy. 

Logan Observer, 
Roberts , AineB, 

1912 History of_ ConlP/WY ,_. 29th I a . (bY : 'B~ F. 
i 

"In response to a 
:inissioned to mus,ter a 
te~th day of August, 
conipany lra.s organized 

· George ·;s . Bacon., ls.t 
The 'fo~iowirig are 

William :Agens ,.· Thomas 
Joseph Baxter, I.. F. 
John _.A. Benoamin:, 

· Boyd, James :. H. Brace; 
Copeland, Wm. H. Co 

l 
.for volunt~rs, 
~.of · Tol~teers 

. 1 Joore than. pne 
li~, · lo.fa, by 
t · .and Jos • . H. 

Detsall , Jo~n G. Downs,~~,u"'~~·· 
Ennis, Lindly·M. Evans, 
W. Frazier~-; Mil ton H • 

· Helmer~ C ~ :fA. Hendti 
. I .. 

_ liam H. Jonrs , .Abraham 
JackaonMcC~ul~y, L. E. 

! 

on of Ma~l~a - was com
~oUnty. ¢n ~he ei ' 

.were enrotle~ and the 
W• Fulleta 9aptain, 

utenant. j : . 
rolV at that time 

trong, .Afiexcmder Barr 1 · 

. I· ~~n-ld e, Anson : F• 1!~ en, 
H. Bournti William P. . . 
H. P. Co k, ~ Wycliffe ~ :: 

Benjamin enioe, Lewis 
H. Ellis, John R • . · 

s C. Fr~zi,r, William. 
w. Hedgr . fb.eodore · .. 
William l ~· j Hobbs, Wi 

I Jacob s ~ Lighten .. 
Main, William Martin, 
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Helmer, c. M. Hendricks 
Ham H. Jones, Abraham 
Jaokson MoC.ul~y, L. H. 

John w. Jleoham, 
Oharle• w. Oden,. ·J .. •• 
llla.:rtin Potter, John w. a. 
llenry Riffle, Wlllia.a ............. ~
Robert• • ~njaJain F. 
~u,.ue a. So.of1el4, llt.rtin 
Sullina, Sa.u•~ K. 

JGea Beater, 
~ohb 14. K!innis 

:J..liiUUB, Wm. Mah 

dall, Al..,.M: .Wanfbld, lii.Jrrer!l 
Brutu~ Willa, : Lowr,.- lrih ' 
D. Yount• 

Froa ti..IM tp time by 
Jam .. '1'. Barn•itt, John F.· .. ,..-1ra:J:._ 
.li,. E4;.ton, J:1etuiY George, 
Thoodon ·P. lteillo",· Elij 
Sereno Ly-.n, !R'uuu uy~~~. 

, William: H. :Booba, ~ 
, JB.Gob S~ Lilg;htell, 
llai n, Willi flJh Martin, 
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Date &: 

· \;hi;ldzrep (-iiith ,:, LU .......... ., .. .. I :..:::.. , . -.... : . ~ ·. "'·"·····.,, ... , .. ..... !· . . 

; ~--'LL- .. ~~l.; • .-r.~J';;~~~~~*,+..y_..../..~~ . 
. /1, _: - w 
~ . .,.....__JJ.J;~~;_j~~~ 

Ocoupation _~~~~~~:_--~4+~-~~~~~~.~;~~~~t~,~~~·-~~J~H··-----+·~~~~.~~-l 
War' 'Service;• 

Member in G-. 
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. :4,. __ .,..,,,~- -- ... - ___ __ ._ __ _ 

T 

. . . ' 

. -j. _; . .:,. •• ~..l ..••. .• " .- ~--
' 
j . ~- • ' . 

j ' ... _._j.:_ ,· ........... . . 
' . 

I 

j L -"'-....... - ert.rit 

! 

, I,,,,,, , ' ,,., 
. ~ .. t . ··-· -.. --. ---~; ...... 

. ~ ' ~ ·.~ ::, . ~ ~ . 

! :·· _, 

"", , -L -~, _;'\: :.-\ 
... :. :,. .. ~-~~- · ::;. ~·:lr~t~: ;:;. !;.; :: 

te:ntih<>.n:~ 

""+--- --+~-~--~--- }:i1':.:;r;:: ,j£~$- .:.;·i 
• ~ ..-,;; l g :!i ~ 0 .• 4 "' • . ' ~ fi r\-.i:: : .,·,_, <f·"<J'';>· . --~ i. ' ' . . . . 

. -~ .. -,_ -: ~~ -l -· . -. ~ ~,~- . -~--· ~ - ~~ ..... -~~~~-;~:L -~ -~ f: i· 
I ! ' 
.i,j ... -·lr~ · •r.t'~ L.f,.. o:, '-~-' . 

' •; ! 
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U.S. Civil War Soldiers, 1861-1865- Ancestry.c~~ 

ancestry 
You searct:.= ~~ :.: !: __ ,; _ __:_:_~- :-. =--- ~- ~- :. : __ ::::_ 

Contact Us · 1-800-ANCESTRY 

c.- 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

Name: Benjamin F. Roberts 

Side: Union 

Regiment Iowa 

State/Origin: 

Regiment Name: 29 Iowa Infantry 

Regiment Name 29th Rc'gi nwnt , Iowa lnfanlty 

Expanded: 

Company: C 

Rank In: Corporal 

Rank In Corporal 

Expanded: 

Rank Out: Scrgednl 

Rank Out Sergeant 

Expanded: 

Film Number: ;\l541 rol122 

Source Information: 
!\ational Park Servirt•. l 1.S. Civil War Soldiers. I86J-I865 [database on-linel Provo. L'T. L'SA: 
Ance:.t ry.com Operations Inc. 2007. 
Original data : National Park Servict', Civil War Soldiers and Sailors Systt:'m. online 
<http:/ jv,ww.itd.nps.govjcwss/ >. acquired 2007. 

Description: 
This database contains the nanws of approximately 6.3 million .'O!diers \\ ho sern•ci in the 
American Civil War. In addition to tht'ir names. information that mav be listed for eaeh soldier 
includes regiment. company. and rank . Learn more... . 

Ancestry.com Blog Affil iates Advertising 

Corporate InfonTlation PRIVACY POLICY Tenns and Conditions 

Ancestry.com 

http://search.ancestn.com/c}!i-bin/sse.dll'?indiY=l &db=NPS ciYil\\arsoldiers%2c&rank=, .. 

Page 1 of! 

1 0/20/20 I 0 
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< ancestry 

Contact Us. 1-800-ANCESTRY 

.,c_ 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

Name: Benjamin F Robct·ts 

Age in t86o: :!I 

Bitih Year: abt JN:Jll 

Birthplace: l'lllllll'l'tknt 

Home in 1860: Harrison. flarri'lm. '""" 

Gender: ~!ail' 

Post Office: Olmsted 

Value of real View image 

estate: 

Household Name 

Members: William Robe11s 

Maria Roberts 

Albert F Roberts 

Harriet Roberts 

Benjamin F Roberts 

Altar .J Robe11s 

On·ille S Roberts 

Source Citation: Yt>ar: 1860; Censt1s Plaee: Harrison, Harrison, Iowa: Roll ,\1653 323: 
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Birth: 

Death: 

May, 1839 
Bolton 
Tolland County 
Connecticut, USA 
1921 
Iowa, USA 

Bnjamin F. ROBERTS . .. was born in Tolland 
County, Connecticut in 1839. When seventeen 
years of age he came to Iowa and began farm 
life on Mill Creek, in Harrison Township, 
working on a farm at $10 per month, which at 
that time was fair wages. Two years later he 
opened up a small farm on section 23, and sold 
the products of his first year's labor, after 
hauling it with ox-teams to Council Bluffs, at 
the following prices: corn, eighteen cents; 
wheat, forty cents; dressed hogs, $1.50 per 
hundred pounds. In response to the call for 
volunteers in 1862, he left his farm and 
enlisted as a private in Company C, Twenty
ninth Iowa Infantry. He was soon promoted to 
Corporal, and after the battle of Jenkins' Ferry, 
upon the recommendation of commanding 
officers, was promoted to Sergeant. During this 
engagement, while charging a Confederate 
battery amid a shower of minie balls, his life 
was saved by the happy intervention of a 
frying-pan, which he carried in a haversack. He 
not only participated in every battle in which 
his regiment was engaged but was for three 
months almost constantly under fire, being 
detached to sharp-shooters on the U. S. 
gunboat, "Prairie Bird," in Lower Mississippi 
Squadron. At the close of the war he returned 
to his farm, only to find his fences destroyed 
by prairie fires and buildings in a dilapidated 
condition. 

In the spring of 1866, he was married to Miss 
Ellen ROGERS, a native of Michigan, but one of 
the pioneer school teachers of Western Iowa, 
having taught her first school in a sawmill in 
North Grove, and her second term in a new 
barn built by Reuben VORE, of Crawford 
County. Mr. ROBERTS and his wife began 
house keeping in the house formerly occupied 
by J. L. ROBERTS on section 23, and in which 
they still reside. His deep interest in school 
matters led him to consider the education of 
his children paramount to all other interests. 
Although not an active politician, he was 
nominated by the Republican party and elected 
to represent Harrison County in the Twenty
Second General Assembly, but refused the 
candidacy for the second term. He is now one 
of the three among the first settlers of the 
township, who still reside within its borders. 

Source: History of Harrison County Iowa, 
published in 1891 by the National Publishing 
Company. 
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Family links: 
Parents: 
William Martin Roberts (1791 - 1869) 
Maria Elizabeth Mack Roberts (1800 - 1873) 

Spouse: 
Ellen C. Rogers Roberts (1845 - 1908)* 

* PoinJ here for .explaaation 

Burial: 
Ple(l!;ant Hill Cemetery 
Dunlap 
Harrison County 
Iowa, USA 
Plot: Block 14 Row 11 

Created by : Ruth Ann !Soberts Coker 
Record added : Jun 27, 2010 
Find A Grave Memorial# 54196442 
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