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. The home is located on the lowa
river, it passes through . the Home

| | legislature oo the Republican ticket
| | and served on the agricultural com-

.. bhe was a member of the board of
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DEATH OI-' WILLIAM TAYLOR

ey Gl B Py
Occurrod Tudsday After Extond-
, - od lllnou.

On Tuesday mornlug. May 17, oc:
curred the death of Wm. Tuylor, af-
ter un extended illness. The funcral
| will be held at the house this after-
noon at2:30 o'clock. Those desiring
to view the remains should do so be-
for 2:00 o'clock.

William Taylor was an carly set-
tler in this county, and was a [armer
much of his life.
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 22,

1831.

moved to La Grapge county, Ind.,
where be married ~ Miss  Harrlet
Walker, a native of Elkhart county,
June 10, 1854, In 1857 they moved
{ to Fayette county, Iowa, arriving on
|Sept. 29th.  He purchased wild
land in Harlan township, and set:
tled upon it, gradually buying -addl:
tional land till he at one time owned
600 acres. He was county supervi-
sor two terms, and several times
township trustee. In. 1882. he was
clected representative in the state

mittee dnd others. For many years
trustees of Upper Iowa University,
and at the time' of his death was
chairman of the exccutive commit-
tee. :

Mr. Taylor was consudered a man
of sound sense, much business abili-
t.y and unquestioned integrity.
Since he retired [rom nc\ivc work

Brlggu nnd Mrs “Libbie Graves) and
one 800, Rev, O ‘W. Taylor, survwe
him.
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the speaker asserted that the
human plans have failed to git
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as was Abraham, that u refug
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but Father o rock, and in the a
of . this will dig down to solid fo
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fact is so apparent to the finite
there cap be no doubt that God
plnceﬁ great city _on a fou
tion tBa¥oo power can overth
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TAYLOR, WM., tarmer and stock

raiser, Sec. 4; P. 0. Fayette; born in
Brown Co.. Ohio, Aug. 22,1832, Mar-
ried Harriet Walker, who was born May

1, 1837, in Blkhart Co.. Ind., on the

10th of June. 1856, in La Grange Co.,
Ind. Came to this county Sept. 20,
1857. A Republican. Mr. T. hasheld
the office of County Supervisor. Mr.
Taylor’s farm, at the time of hix settling

on it, was a wild and unbroken tract of

land, a fact which the stranger,in going
over the handsomely improved premises
of to-day, would hardly imagine; it is
known as the Fairview farm. As au
evidence that Mr. T. and his intelligent
wife are not only interested in affairs
which are local in their nature, but na-
tional as well, it may be stated that they
are to be numbered among those who
visited the Centennial Annpiversary at
Philadelphia ; going by way of Wash-

DIKECTORY OF FAYETTE COUNTY :

ington, they ﬁlr_rlnlaed at Niagara Fallson
their return; they recount many inter-
e-ting reminisences of the trip. which
vecupied about two weeks thr its comple-
tion. Mr. T. and wife are members of
the M. E. Church. Have had three
children—Ida, born June 7, 1857; Libiby,
horn Dee. 7.1862; Orra, boxn Nov. 26,
1563.

Thomas. W. A, far, See. 16 ; P. 0. May-
nard.

Towpkins, Wm. H., far., See. 16; P. 0.
Maynard.

Todhunter, John, Secs. 8, 34, 17.

HITE, W. W, speculatior, Sec. 30 ;
P. O. Maynvard.

Wilbar, €. H.. far.. 8. 3; P. 0. Maynard.

Wilson, Geo., far., 8. 34; P. O. Maymard.

Wirkwire, E., far., See. 6; P. 0. Fayette.

Wirkwire. F., far,, Sce. 6; P. (0. Fayette.

Wirkwire, B., far., Sec. 6; P. ). Fayette.

Witte, Fred., far., 8. 19; P. (3. Maynard.

|
!

e e — i — T — | — .y O— |, S
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though he is in his seventy-third year. Mr. Sco-
bey’s hair and beard are hardly tinged with gray,
und he thevefore appears much younger than he is.
Ie has made a faithful and efficient pullic ofticer,
and his private life has been above reproach. In
his manner he is genial and cordial, and enjuys an
extended acguaintance among the best people of
lowa, who esteem him highly for the possession of
those qualities that characterize the true Christian
gentleman and wpright man,

—
SAAC CLAXTON. Among the prosperous

|: retiredd farmers of 1'ayette County, must be
A} classed the subject of this sketch, now a resi-
dent of Fayette, who in the fall of 1863 scttled in
Center Township, whence, after a vesidence of
nearly a quarter of a century on a farm, he removed
to his present home,

Mpy. Claxton is a native of Oswego County. N,
Y., and the date of his birth is September 17, 18%3.
His pavents. Isaac and Sarah Claxton, were natives
of Ireland, but emigrated Lo America in early life
and
they continued o inake their home until called
to their tinal rest.  Owur subject was reared to man-
hood wnid its wild scenes and helped to improve
two heavily timbered forms in the Empire State.
His educational advantages were limited to attend-
ance during the winters of his boyhood at the log
schoolliouse which was between two and three
miles distant from his home. The family was in
poor circumstances and he had to work hard, giv-
ing his earnings for their support. By industry
and economy he saved up asmall amount of money
and engaged in farming on his own account. On
the 1st of November, 1352, in the county of his
nativity, he was united in marriage to Miss Mar-
garet J, Holmes, who was born in Chatchicoke,
Rensselear County, N. Y., June 2, 1830, and is a
daughiter of William and Rachel Holmes, who were
natives of Kilrain, Ireland. They emigrated to
Arwmerica about 1824, or near the time of the ¢com-
pletion of the Erie Canal. the opening of which was
witnessed by Mrs. Claxton's mother in 1823.

became settlers of  Oswego County. where

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM,

hseididiiiiia dbaile ol R e
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Three children, two sons and a daughter, have been
born of the union of Mr. and Mrs. Claxton. The
cldest, Isane C., born in Oswego County, N. Y.,
marvied Miss Ella Beckuer and resides in Fayette,
James A, also a vative of Oswego County, married
Miss Ilmma Elphic and is a farmer of Center town-
ship. Lizzie IV, the youngest, was born in Oswego
County, N. Y., and resides with her parents. The
fanily eircle yet remains unbroken and {he sons
are now honorable business men and leading citiz-
ens of the community in which they wmalke their
homes.

In the autumn of 1863, Mr, Claxton severed his
business connections in the East and with his wife,
two boys and daughter started for Iowa. On the
8th of November of that year he arvived in Fayette
County, and during the quarter of a century which
lias since come and gone has been indentified with
its best interests. He bought an improved farm,
on which be made made his home until April, 1887,
when he removed with his family to Fayette, where
He still retains the owner-
ship of his farm, which comprises three hundred
and eight acres of valuable land, well improved,
He alsv owns vne hundred and sixty acres of pas-
Iu politics, Mr.

lie has since resided.

ture land in the sane township.
Claxton is a Democral.

ON. WILLIAM TAYLOR, an early settler

}vf and leading farmer of the county, now
residing in Fayette, is a native of the
&) DBuckeye State. He was born near Cincin-

nati, Obio, on the 22nd of August, 1831, and is a
son of Jumes and Eliza (Gilerist) Taylor, [lis
futher, a native of Maryland, was horn of English
parentage and his mother’s family was of Scotch
descent. When our subject was four years old e
removed with his parents to La Grange County,
Ind., where he was reared on a farmn, alternating
his time between tihe labors of the farm in the snm-
mer months and attendance at the district schools
of the ncighborhood during the winter season.
Having attained to mature years lie was married in

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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that county on the) 10th of .June, 1854, to Miss
Harriet:Walker, a native of Elkhart County, Ind.,
born May 1, 1837, and a daughter of Thomas and
Elizabeth Walker, who were natives of England.
In the fall of 1857, Mr. Taylor emigrated with
his family to Towa, arriving in Fayette County on
the 29th of September, of that year. The work of
progress and advancement had then been carried
forward to but a limited extent, and the coupty
was almost in its primitive condition. e effected
a settlement in Harlan Township, where he pur-
chased a tract of wild land, which he has improved
to a degree that males it one of the most valuable
farms in Northeastern Towa,
his original purchase until his landed possessions
now aggregate six hundred acres, constituting what
is known as the Fairview Farm. Upon that farm
the children were all born with the exception of
the eldest daughter, Irla May, who was born in La
Grange County, Ind., June 7, 1857, and is now the
wife of J. S. Briggs, a resident of Granite Falls.
Minn.; Libbie, who was born in Harlan Township.
on the 7th of December, 1862, is now Mrs. L. T,

Graves, and resides in Los Angeles, Cal.; Orra W,, |

the only son, was born November 26, 1868, became
a student in the Upper Town University and was
graduated from that institution in the class of 1890,
Vara Blanche. the youngest, died in January, 1886,
during her infaney,

In politics, Mr. Taylor is a faithful Republican,
feeling a deep interest in Lhe success and welfare
of his party. He has served two terms as County
Supervisor and was several times trustee of his
township, In 1882 Le was elected and served as a
member of the commitlee on agriculture and other
committees, where he did faithful service. As an
official, his course has been such as to win Lhim the
commendation and respect of all with whom he has
The canse of education
finds in him a special friend. He has been identified
with the management of the UpperTowa University
many years, having served twelve years as a mem-
her of the Board of Trustees of that institution,
He and his wife are members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, also their children.
continued to reside on his farm until he removed
with his family to IFayette, where he is now living

heen brought in contact.

He has also added to |

Mr. Taylor |

a retived life. He is a member of the Knights of
Pythias Lodge of that place. An event of interest
in the lives of My, and Mrs. Taylor andfone which
cannct Dbe repeated was their attendance at the
Centennial at Philadelphia and their visit on their
return to Washington, Niagara Falls and other
points of interest. TIn all his relations with the
world Mr. Taylor bas shown himself a man of
practical sound sense, of good business ability and
unguestioned integrity.

i, 3

| =T X e |
i

y HARLES C. HILLMAN, the sole photog-
@ vapher of Oelwein, established business in
\\;_tjj that city in 1885, He was horn in Grant
County, Ind., in the town of Jonesborough, on the
30th of January, 1858 and 13 a son of Phineas R,
and Ann (Benbow) Hillman. FHis father was born
in Ohio, March 7, 1830, and died February 14,
1877. Ilis'mother was born in Kentucky, August
16, 1833, and in the fall of 1885, some eight yesrs
after the death of Mr, IHillman, became the wife of
Henry Gerkin, and resides in Ovan Township. M,
Hillman's family emigrated to lowa in 1861, and
settled in Jefferson Township, Iayette Couty,
where the father engaged in farming until his
death.

The subject of this sketeh was reared on a fiwrm
and received a common-school education. [le was
married in Buchanan County, Towa, November 1,
1871, 1o Miss Mary M. Ross, a danghter of Jawmes
H. and Emily (Rarden) Ross, in
Oran Township, Fayette County, where her parents
were pioneer settlers, they having there located in
April, 1855, They are both living and are wow
residents of Oelwein. Ie member of ‘the
Baptist Church, while bis wife is connected writh
the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Mr. Hillman continued farming until 1884, simce
which time he las been engaged in his present
business. He has had the only photographie gallery
in Oelwein for the past four years and has built, up
a very satisfactory business, his workmanship com-
mending him to the patronage of all.  Socially., be
is a member of the Masonic fraternity and the

She was bhorn

is a

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.




OUT OF THE MIDWEST:

A Portrait

An informal history of
Fayette County, Iowa,

Prepared in Commemoration of

America’s Bicentennial
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Edited by Helen Moeller
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Township History

Harlan township was organized in 1859. Until then
it was a part of the precinct comprising the present
townships of Westfield, Center, Banks, Fremont,
Harlan, Smithfield, Scott, Jefferson, and Oran. Voting
place was Lima.

First actual settlers were the Shy, Mills, and
Myers families who located on Section 11. Two of them

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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sold their claims to H. Barnes, Sr., who raised a crop of
wheat in 1853. T. J. Dewey purchased another of the
claims and settled near Mr. Barnes. But Henry
Maynard is credited with making the first land entry.
He came from Illinois in 1851 and entered the
southwest quarter of Section 14, but returned to Illinois
and did not establish a home until 1861.

First election in the township took place in the
home of Dewey. Officers elected were as follows:
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trustees, Dewey, William Taylor, and W. B.
Aylesworth; justice of the peace, A. B. Kingsberry, and
C. M. Shanklin; assessor, Brown Stewart. At the time
of organization there were about 60 persons, of whom
17 were voters. -

First white child born in Harlan township was to
Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Shy in 1852 in a cabin now owned
by Herb Malven.

First school record is of a meeting in March, 1861,
called by William Taylor, president of the school
board. First teacher was Helen Norton. The school was
in a log house built in 1851 and commenced in 1860.
Salaries for teachers were eleven dollars per month
without board. First schoolhouse was erected in the fall
of 1861, built of logs, and by the bridge where John
Garnier’s house stands now, First teacher was Amanda
Stevenson. First frame schoolhouse was erected in
1862.

Rural Schools

Wautenpaugh school in Section 12 — bought and
used as residence; was destroyed later by fire.

#2 — McMaster or Ashbaugh school in Section 9
— sold for $250.

#3 — Wolfgram school in. Section 6 — was an in-
dependent school until West Central was formed;
building was moved to the Brownell farm for a chicken
house.

#4 — Ponsar school in Section 17, sold for $225 to
a local farmer.

#5 — Delong school in Section 21, sold for $195 to
be used for storage.

#6 — Benson school in Section 13, moved to
Maynard, now residence of Mrs. Evelyn Arthur.

#7 — Hall school in Section 35, sold to farmer for
$285.

#8 — Kruse school in Section 27, sold to farmer for
$270, for storage.

#9 — Myer school in Section 29, moved to
Maynard. ;

Early Churches

The year 1877 was called the “church-building
year” in this area. Centenary Church in Smithfield,
Grub Church and Fairview Church in Center, and the
Presbyterian Church in Maynard were all built then.

The Presbyterian Church was the first built in
Maynard, and was formed by Baptists, Presbyterians,
and French Huguenots. Mr. Maynard was a Baptist lay
preacher.

Mr. Rich, another of the first residents, was a
devout man and a lay preacher in the Campbellite
Church, which eventually became the Christian
Church.

/9 17 /G 15 /4 /3

]
P *

/9 2o i % 22 | 23 | 24

30 29 2¥ 27 26 25
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31 32 23 3% 35 36

Location of rural schools in 1916.

Many Harlan township residents traveled to Grub,
Fairview and Centenary churches for worship.

When Germans came to settle land, (in the 1870’s
and 1880’s) the first thing they did was to build a
school and church. They applied to the Lutheran
Church for a mission, and were served by pastors from
St. John’s at Buck Creek. One early pastor lived in the
house where services were held, and “preached ser-
mons from the doorway between the kitchen and
livingroom.”

Also active in the 1890’s was a spiritualist group,
who held seances in a building east of what is now
Harrison’s Barbershop.

Principal Businesses

Oldest business firm in town is the Maynard
Savings Bank, established in 1873. Practically every
important businessman or farmer has at one time or
another been a director of the bank. It was established
at first as a private bank by Emery Frost, and then
passed on to the Miehe and Buenneke families.

Largest business is the hardware store. It was es-
tablished soon after 1885 by Mr. Frost. Later in 1912
Henry Buenneke, Sr. purchased the building and
operated the business until his death in 1939, at which
time his son, Henry, Jr., took over. Since 1960 the
owner has been James Hamilton, who with his wife,
Elaine, and three regular employees operates an ex-
cellent store.

Parson’s Variety Store has been operated by
“Buster” and Juanita Parsons since 1953. His father,
A. W. Parsons, purchased the business im 1922. There
were other drugstores in Maynard, in various places,
but eventually all were consolidated imto one. First

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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citizen of Burlington, locating there in 1867 and for many years he was
the editor and publisher of the daily and weekly Burlington Gazette,
one of the leading journals of his party in the state.

Through the strength of his individuality and his ability he was
largely instrumental in shaping the doctrines of his party and the
policies of his state, ag well as being a tower of strength to his home
city. Hver loyal to his friends and the interests of his community.
Born, amid the environments of the sturdy New Emnglanders in the
state of New Hampshire in 1826, he developed that strength of man-
hood; that love for liberty; that noble Christian character that fitted
him for the calling he followed with such ability during the greater
part of hig years of maturity. Early in life he entered the ranks of
Journalism and continued in this professiom until he reached the end
of his earthly pilgrimage at the ripe old age of seventy-eight. ,

A man of positive convictions and with high ideals of right he left
his imprint on the community i which he resided. Though active in
the ranks of his party he seldom ever sought political honors and his
election to the legislature was purely a compliment to his long comn-
tinued service and as such he accepted his seat in the Twenty-fifth General
Assembly. He discharged his duties as a lawmaker with credit to
himself and honor to the state. In the death of Chas. I. Barker one of
the sturdy pioneers that did so well their part in moulding into form
the development of our state, passed away, thus decreasing the ranks
that grow thinner with each recurring year.

HON., WILLIAM TAYLOR,

MRr. SPEAKER! Your committee appointed to draft resolutions of
respect to the memory of Honorable Williamm Taylor, respectfully submit
the following:

WaEREAS, Honorable William Taylor, an honored member of the
Nineteenth General Assembly of Towa, from Fayette county died at his
home there on May 17, 1904; and

WHEREAS, The life and character of the deceased were such as to
entitle him to the respect and esteem of all who kmew him, his attain-
ments and success so conspicuous as to be an incemtive to all men to
be upright, pure and true, and his services to the State and county of
such a character as to command the confidence amd gratitude of nis
fellow citizens; therefore, be it

Resolved, That in his death his family are bereft of a kind and lov-
img husband and father; his friends, an honorable, upright Christian
gentleman, and the State an influential citizen. That our hearts are
touched with sadness because of his death and we extend our sympa-
thy to his family in their bereavement. Be it further
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Resolved, That these resoluticns be entered on the Journal of the
House, and that the chief clerk'be instructed to send a copy of same
to the family of deceased.

J. D. SHAFFER,
Wirriam S. HART,
A. JacoBson,

REMARKS BY MR. SHAFFER.

On the morning of May 17, 1904, the inhabitants of Fayette, Iowa,
were saddened by the news that one of its most respected and honored
citizens, William Taylor, had gone to his reward. Many realize the
irreparable loss to the community, the school and the church,

William Taylor was born near Cinncim&’ati, Ohio, Aug. 22, 183L
Eliza Gilerist Taylor, his mother, was of Scofch descent; his father,
James Taylor, a native of Maryland, was of English ancestry. When
William was a lad of four years of age, the family moved from Ohio
to Indiana, where he grew to manhood.

On June 10, 1854, he was married to Miss Harriet Walker, who has
been a very devoted and helpful wife.

In 1857, Mr. and Mrs. Taylor with one child came to Fayette county,
and settled on a farm in Harlan township, which farm he developed
until it became one of the model farms of that section.

In 1890, in order to enjoy the advantages of a college town, they
moved to Fayette, the site of the Upper Iowa University, where he

resided until his death. When his sun was but little past its meridian
the call came and;

“Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams,”

he passed away.

Though William Taylor led an active and strenuous life, vet he was
never too busy to take an active interest in public affairs; he was
identified with every enterprise for the benefit of his fellow citizens,
and was especially interested in the welfare of the agricultural
classes. Many were the positions of public trust and confidence which
he ably filled. He served several times as township trustee, and as
county supervisor. In 1882, he was elected to the State Legislature,

where he distinguished himself for his good common sense and sound
judgment.

Though he had but meagre advantages for an education, he fully
appreciated its benefits and was a firm advocate of higher education.
For thirty-nine years he was an honored member of the Board of Trus-

tees of Upper Iowa University; to this institution he cheerfully devoted
both time and money.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Socie
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