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DEATH OF A. D. BICKNELL.

Anson D. Bicknell was a lincal de-
scendent of one of the oldest families
in this country. Zachary Bicknell,
an English naval officer, his wife
Agnes, and their son John, left the
county of Somerset, in the southwest
part of England, in 1635, and braved
the dangers of the long and perilous
voyage to America, landing at Wey-
mouth, Mass.

They were dissenters from the Es-
tablished Church and dared to leave
comparative comfort at home and
endure extreme hardships, known and
unknown, to uphold their faith and
escape persecution. None but the
sturdiest and best in England were
among these earliest settlers, for
this was only fifteen years after the
landing of the Mayflower and five
years after the Puritans had founded
Boston. Such was the foundation of
the Bicknell family in America. Very
few families have been strong enough
to maintain their identity as this one
has. i

A. D. Bicknell was of the eighth
generation in America, He was born
December 30, 1838, in Westmorelahd,
Oneida County, N. Y., and would have
been eighty years od on his next brth.
day. His fathgr, James Bcknell, was
a well known Baptist preacher who
was born and lived all his life in
Oneida County, where he preached
for more than forty years. He was
a very vigorous man, both mentally
and physicaly, and was a g busi-
ness man as well as preacher. His
wife was also a native of Oneida

but the only full brother and sister

a we have spent,

now living are James Y. Bicknell, of

‘which he drew from his keen
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:he_sale of lime was so profitable that
dr. Bicknell returned to New: York
n December, 1864, where -~-he-~was
married on the 30th of the month to
Sarah A. Mills, of Westmoreland.
They returned at once to Fort Dodge
nd went to housekeeping, cheerfully
“+¢inf - together the hardships and
‘ruggles of ploneer life. In it all
she was a-brave and capable help-
mate, and was accorded by her hus-
band a good share of credit for all he
accomplished. ;

yur children were born to Mr, and
Mrs. Bicknell: Frank W., of Linville
Fall, N. C.,, Clara R., who died in
January, 1005; Charles M., who died
in August, 1900, and George J., of
Humboldt.

In 1868 Mr. Bicknell sold his Fort
Dodge interests and bought a quarter
section of government land in Hum-
boldt County, on the Des Moines river,
about two miles west of Rutland., He
farmed with success until 1877, when
he removed to the town of Humbold
and took up the practice of law an
where he remained for forty-one
yenrs. /

In his earlier life'in the county he
took a strong interest in politics, al-
~vays being an active Republican. He
vas County Superintendent of Schools
‘n 1872-3 and during his term in of-
‘~¢ raised the teaching standards in
the county. He was a member of the

4e in the Eighteenth General As-
sembly; in 1880, and was twice Mayor
of Humboldt. He has always been a
member and supporter of Unity
church , of Humboldt. And he was
one of several to be the first initiated
into the Odd Fellow Lodge of Hum-
boldt, being one of those constitut-
ing its first set of officers.

Mr. Bickrfell was ever interested in
science, particularly geology and as-
tronomy, and he was a stuldent of lit-
erature. His contributions ta the
press were frequent and were charac-
terized by their logical thought and
clear, terse, style. Much of his writs:
ings were associated with his travels,
being descriptive of what he saw and
learned. It seemed that he consider-

1 it a joyful duty to impart to others
the observations and conclusions
wers
of observation, Traveling to him was

ereat school and was looked at more
from the educational side than the
‘ly pleasurable. .

His interest in and contemplation of
he facts of history were the means
y which he was persuaded to.
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endure extreme hardships, known and
unknown, to uphold their faith and
escape persecution. None but the
sturdiest and best in England were
among these earliest settlers, for
this was only fifteen years after the
landing of the Mayflower and five
years after the Puritans had founded
Boston. Such was the foundation of
the Bicknell family in America. Very
few families have been strong enough
to maintain their identity as this one
has.

A. D. Bicknell was of the eighth
generation in America, He was born
December 30, 1838, in Westmorelahd,
Oneida County, N. Y., and would have
been eighty years od on his next brth.
day. His fathgr, James Beknell, was
a well known Baptist preacher who
was born and lived all his life in
Oneida County, where he preached
for more than forty years. He was
a very vigorous man, both mentally
and physicaly, and was a good busi-
ness man as well as preacher. -His
wife was also a native of Oneida
County. 'The family was a large one,
but the only full brother and sister
now living are James Y. Bicknell, of
Buffalo, N. Y., and Jane E. Coats, of
Detroit, Mich.

The district schools during Mr.
Bicknell’s boyhood were somewhat
rimitive, but he managed to get the
Beneﬁt out of them and entered Rome
Academy where he prepared to enter
colege. He did not enter, however,
ﬁut went direct into'a law office where

e remained for two years. In 1862
he started for Iowa. The railway then
stopped at Cedar Falls, and from
there he walked, first to Fort Dodie,
and then to Dakota City, where he
met one of the pioneers of the region,
Simon-:B. Bellows, and went to work

uriea

a'day and board during harvest, and
then at thirteen dollars a month and
board.. That winter he taught school
five months at twenty-four dollars
In the
spring he went. to Fort Dodge and
successfully -followed “ the . mason’s
trade. 'Later, in 1864, with a partner,
he purchased a forty acre tract near
Fort Dodge, upon which was a‘lime-

stone ‘quarry. A kiln was built and

'

for him ‘on-his fayni; first 4t a dollar}

vays being an active Republican. He
vas County Superintendent of Schools
'n 1872-3 and during his term in of-
‘s¢ raised the teaching standards in
the county. He was a member of the

mse in the Eighteenth General As-
sembly; in 1880, and was twice Mayor
of Humboldt. he has always been a
member and supporter of Unity
church , of Humboldt., And he was
one of several to be the first initiated
into the Odd Fellow Lodge of Hum-
boldt, being one of those constitut-
ing its first set of officers.

Mr, Bickrfell was ever interested in
science, particularly geology and as-
tronomy, and he was a student of lit-
erature. His contributions  to the
press were frequent and were charac-
terized by their logical thought and
clear, terse, style. Much of his writs
ings were associated with his travels,
being descriptive of what he saw and
learned. It seemed that he consider-

1 it a joyful duty to impart to others
the observations and conclusions

‘which he drew from his keen powers

of observation, Traveling to him was
from the educational side than the
‘ly pleasurable.

His interest in and contemplnﬁon of
ghe facts of history were the means
y which he was persuaded to. give

ering and extended period, to the
students of Humboldt College. The
hunger of the young men and women
for improvement and their kindly ap-
preciation constituted his chief in-
spiration, he aften said. ‘

Mr. Bicknell was a keen lover and
rtudent of the outof-doors. The beau-
tiful little Riverside Park, in Hum-
boldt, which he owned, and the larger
woods and wilds bordering the west
bank of the Des Moines for half a
mile, were always welcome to the'
public for all proper purposes. «

Integrity, ju%i!ce, love of his
fellow-man, a at, hungering for
knowledge and an enormous capacit
fm;u :.-iaimillﬁting information, wit
natural ability to pass it on.to-o
and a u?)breme ’jofr??ri 'Join'g‘if,il ese,
with a virile, intensely practicall
nature that made the best usé of all
that came to him, characterized the

life and the .courageous spirit of ‘A.
e /
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|_-ue sale of ]lime was so profitable that
Ar. Bicknell returned to New' York
‘n December, 1864, where  he -was
married on the 30th of the month to

Sarah A, Mills, of Westmoreland.
They, returned at once to Fort Dodge
nd went to housekeeping, cheerfully
~+¢ing -together 4¢he hardships and
‘ruggles of pioneer life. In it all
she was a brave and capable help-
mate, and was accorded by her hus-
band a good share of credit for all he
accomplished. ’
yur children were born to Mr, and
Mrs. Bicknell: Frank W., of Linville
Fall, N. C.,, Clara R., who died in
January, 1905; Charles M., who died
in August, 1900, and George J., of
[Tumboldt.
* In 1868 Mr. Bicknell sold his Fort
Dodge interests and bought a quarter
section of government land in Hum-
boldt County, on the Des Moines river,
aboul two miles west of Rutland. He
farmed with success until 1877, when
he removed to the town of Humboldt,
~d took up the practice of law and
tlere he remained for forty-one
years, _ -

In his earlier life'in the county he
took a strong interest in politics, al-
xvays being an active Republican. He
vas County Superintendent of Schools
‘'n 1872-3 and during his term in of-
‘se raised the teaching standards in
the county. He was a member of the

mee in the Eighteenth General As-
sembly; in 1880, and was twice Mayor
of Humboldt. He has always been a
member and supporter of Unity
church , of Humboldt. And he was
one of several to be the first initiated
into the Odd Fellow Lodge of Hum-
boldt, being one of those constitut-
ing its first set of officers.

Mr. Bickrfell was ever interested in
science, particularly geology and as-
tronomy, and he was a student of lit-
erature, His contributions to the
press were frequent and were charac-
terized by their logical thought and
clear, terse, style. Much of his writ::
ings were associated with his travels,
being descriptive of what he saw and
learned. It seemed that he consider-

it a joyful duty to impart to others
«1e observations and conclusions
which he drew from his keen powers
of observation, Traveling to him was

creat school and was looked at more
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Not only was he actively interest-
:d in all that was for the good of the
own and county and state, so that
is name is conspicously connected
vith their history, but nothing gave
*im more pleasure than giving com-
fort and pleasure to others and in the
little neighborly acts that mark the
riend of man. -

The funeral services of Mr. Bicknell
were very appropriately held in Unity
hurch which for all the years of its
xistance has been the church home
of the family. The service was con-

ducted by Rev, Williams. Though con- |,

taining some innovation upon the con.
ventioial form, much favorable com-
ment has been received from those in
attendance as being especially fitting
to the viws and charactr of the friend
o whose memory it was devoted.

What is printed above was read by
Mrs. Passig. Brief tributes were
given by Mrs. Faith Jones West, Mr.
Wm. J. Taft and G. S. Garfield follow.’
ng which came the address and tri-
hute of the minister. The thought of
the speakers was to emphasize the
life, attainments, characteristics and
service of the man as personally
known to the friends who were select.
ad for the program,

The body was not brought to the
church but an announcement was

le that those who wished to take a
last look at the departed friend .lying
peacefully at rest would be given the
opportunity at the home . It was also
announced that in pursuance of the
family custom long ago agreed upon
cremation would occur on Tuesday
afternoon in Des Moines where the
Rev. Eleanor E. Gordon, the old friend

2 has twice before rendered this
service for members of the Bicknell
family, would officiate.

? special choir sang favorite hymns
'n@ Mrs. Clara Jones, as a closing
number sang, “The Crossing of the
Bar.”

It was a noteworthy coincidence
that during this service a telegram
was reccived of the death of Rev. S.
H. Taft, the original founder of the
town who had ,in early days been a
friend and coworker with Mr. Bick-
nell for many years, The telegram
was read as a fitting announcement

The out of town frien
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she was a brave and capable help-
mate, and was accorded by her hus-
band a good share of credit for all he
accomplished.

wur children were born to Mr. and

Mrs. Bicknell: Frank W., of Linville
Fall, N. C, Clara R., who died in
“anuary, 1905; Charles M., who died
+ August, 1900, and George J., of
Humboldt,
* In 1868 Mr. Bicknell sold his Fort
Dodge interests and bought a quarter
section of government land in Hum-
boldt County, on the Des Moines river,
about two miles west of Rutland. He
farmed with success until 1877, when
he removed to the town of Humboldt,
and took up the practice of law and
where he remained for forty-one
years. ' /

In his earlier life'in the county he
took a strong interest in politics, al-
vays being an active Republican. He
vas County Superintendent of Schools
‘n 1872-3 and during his term in of-
‘~¢ raised the teaching standards in
the county. He was a member of the

me<e in the Eighteenth General As-
sembly; in 1880, and was twice Mayor
of Humboldt. He has always been a
member and supporter of Unity
church , of Humboldt. And he was
one of several to be the first initiated
into the Odd Fellow Lodge of Hum-
holdt, being one of those constitut-

r its first set of officers.

Mr. Bickrfell was ever interested in
science, particularly geology and as-
tronomy, and he was a student of lit-
erature. His contributions to the
press were frequent and were charac-
terized by their logical thought and
clear, terse, style. Much of his writ:
ings were associated with his travels,
being descriptive of what he saw and
learned. It seemed that he consider-

1 it a joyful duty to impart to others
the observations and conclusions

‘which he drew from his keen powers

of observation, Traveling to him was

cgreat school and was looked at more |

from the educational side than the
‘ly pleasurable.
His interest in and contemplation of
ghe facts of history were the means
y which he was persuaded to give

about one hundred fifty lectures, cov-.

ering and extended period, to the
students of Humboldt College. The
hunger of the young men and women
for improvement and their kindly ap-
preciation constituted his chlef in-
<piration, he aften said.

Mr. Bicknell was a keen lover and
itudent of the outof-doors. The beau.-
tiful little Riverside Park, in Hum-
boldt, which he owned, and the larger
woods and wilds bordenng the west
bm‘ﬁ‘cé’ﬁ)v\hherrlgﬁﬂaMGQSglﬁﬂrshﬂMctlm
mile, were always welcome tol the'
publie for all proper purposes. «

riend of man,

The funeral services of ‘\ir Bicknell
were very approprintelﬁ' held in Unity
hurch which for all the years of its
xistance has been the church home
of the family, The service was con-

taining some innovation upon the con-
ventioinl form, much favorable com-
ment has heen received from those in
attendance as being especially fitting
to the viws and charactr of the friend
o whose memory it was devoted.

What is printed above was read by
Mrs. Passig, Brief tributes were
given by Mrs. Faith Jones West, Mr.
WWm. J. Taft and G. S. Garfield follow.’
,ng which came the address and tri-
“»ute of the minister. The thought of
the speakers was to emphasize the
life, attainments, characteristics and
service of the man as personally
known to the friends who were select-
2d for the program,

The body was not brought to the
church but an announcement was

le that those who wished to take a
last look at the departed friend .lying
peacefully at rest would be given the
opportunity at the home . It was also
announced that in pursuance of the
family custom long ago agreed upon
cremation would occur on Tuesday
afternoon in Des Moines where the
Rev. Eleanor E. Gordon, the old friend

o has twice before rendered this
service for members of the Bicknell
family, would officiate.

special choir sang favorite hymns

Mrs. Clara Jones, as a closing
number sang, “The Crossing of the
Bar.”

It was a noteworthy coincidence
that during this service a telegram
was reccived of the death of Rev, S.
H. Taft, the original founder of the
town who had .in early days been a
friend and coworker with Mr, Bick-
nell for many years, The telegram
was read as a fitting announcement

the occasion.

The out of town friends in attend-
ance at this service were: Mrs. J.
2. Dolliver, Mrs. ‘R. H. Dolliver, Miss
Gay Doliver, Miss Frances Dolliver
and young Master Johnathan P.
Dolliver, Mrst R. M. Wright, Mrs. J.
B. Butler, Mr. and Mrs. John I. Rut-
ledge, Mr, Reyburn Rutledge, iss
Katherine Cruikshank and Mrs. J. H,.
Rine Jr.,, all of Fort Dodge, also Mrs.
Joe Paxton and Mrs. Dana Paxton of
Algona.

A splendid article by Andrew
Christensen came in too late for pub-
lication this week.

compiled by vquMnﬁfta%ﬁﬁﬁtﬁe Historical Socil

ducted by Rev, Willianms. Though con- |
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Wedding Anniver
Thirty-five years ago !
D. Benke of Gilmore wt¢
marriage, and in order th
of that day might be 1
to this worthy couple,
children, with one except
ed them at their home
A bountiful-feast had b
taoldpwertddsarh Reaibitesatvag.
able time was spent by

We wish to express our heartfelt

thanlke tn all wha oa Lindler aecdlad-d
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