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ment expired. After the war he was twice appointed by President Grant
visitor to West Point Military Academy. He removed to Kansas in 1869,
locating on a farm near Oswego, where he died September 17, 1889.

WILLIAM G. WOODWARD was born at Hanover, New Hampshire,
May 20, 1808. He was a graduate of Dartmouth College and chose law
as a profession. In the fall of 1839 he emigrated to the new Territory of
Iowa, loeating at Bloomington where he entered upon the practice of law.
He attained high rank in the profession and in 1848 was one of three
commissioners chosen by the Second General Assembly to prepare a com-
plete code of laws for the new State. His associates were Charles Mason
and Stephen Hempstead. Their work when completed was approved by
the Third General Assembly and Mr. Woodward was selected to prepare
marginal notes, arrange it in divisions, index and superintend its publica-
tion. When published it was known as the “ Code of 1851.” In January,
© 7. Mr. Woodward was elected by the General Assembly one of the
. es of the Supreme Court. He served six years and in 1861 was elected
to the State Senate from Muscatine County. In 1863 he was appointed
Clerk of the United States Circuit Court. He died on the 24th of Febru-
ary, 1871.

JOHN S. WOOLSON was born on the 6th of December, 1840, at
Tonawamnda, Erie County, New York. He was the son of T. W. Woolson
who beeame a distinguished member of the Iowa State Senate in the
Eleventh and Twelfth General Assemblies. The son received his educa-
tion in the public schools, at Wilson Collegiate Institute, New York, and
at Moumt Pleasant Wesleyan College in Iowa, receiving the degree of LL.
D. In March, 1862, he received the appointment of assistant paymaster
law at Mount Pleasant, was admitted to the bar and at once began prac-
in the mavy, serving in that capacity to the close of the war. He studied
tice. Im 1875 he was elected to the State Senate on the Republican ticket
and serwed in that body by reElections for twelve years, retiring in 1891
when he was appointed by President Harrison Judge of the United States
District Court for southern Iowa. He held this position to the time of his
death which occurred on the 4th of December, 1899, at his home in Des
Moines. He was a lifelong Republican and a citizen and public official of
the highest character.

ED. WRIGHT was born at Salem, Ohio, June 27, 1827. His educa-
tion was acquired in the public schools and academies and he became a
teacher and a carpenter. In 1852 he removed to Iowa, locating in Cedar
County. In 1856 he was elected to the House of the Sixth General As-
sembly, was retlected in 1857 and again in 1850, serving six years. In
1862 he was appointed major of the Twenty-fourth Iowa Infantry and
served through the war. He was a brave, vigilant and popular officer
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Whigs for State Senator in the district composed of the Counties of Muscatine and
Johnson. Theodore S. Parvin, who was always a Democrat, thus speaks of

Whicher and that canvass:

I stumped Muscatine County against him. While a very able lawyer and
a sound reasomer, he had no trait of character in common with the mass of people.
He was not in a popular sense one of them; while not an aristocrat, he had yet
high notions of the dignity of man and could not bring himself down to the level
of the masses. I was therefore able to take him at a disadvantage, and the Demo-
cratic candidate was successful. '

But as I have already stated, he was appointed by President Fillmore in 1850,
United States District Attorney for lowa. He was the second one to hold that
office; his predecessor was Isaac M. Preston, and Joseph C. Knapp his successor.
The duties of this office he performed with such signal ability as to attract the atten-
tion of the entire bar and the people. During his term of office, he delivered a
course of lectures before the Dubuque Law School. His great interest in the pro-
fession induced him to accept the invitation to deliver these discourses. A com-

ament which he highly esteemed, was the request of his class to sit for his portrait
at the hands of an accomplished artist—one who assisted Healy in his pictures of
distinguished American statesmen for the King of France. He was apparently
reserved and aristocratic in bearing, and was thought by some to be lacking in
warmth and generosity of character. But to those who knew him intimately, this
was not the case. With them, he could unbend himself charmingly. He was fond
of good company, enjoyed a good story and none could tell better. His house,
which at that time, was the largest in the place, was celebrated for its open hospital-
ity, and here he ended his days on the 13th of February, 1856.

William G. Woodward and [. Scott Richman.

If men were to be ranked according to their breeding or heredity, Judge William

G. Woodward would be highly placed. His father, William H. Woodward, was
not only a man of letters, but a lineal descendant of Doctor Eliazar Wheelock, who
obtained from George the Third, the charter for and became the founder and pa-
tron of Dartmouth College. This Woodward was the defendant in the celebrated
Dartmouth College case—the Trustees of Dartmouth College vs. William H.
Woodward—in the argument of which, Daniel Webster won perhaps his greatest
distinction as a Constitutional lawyer. A brief digression may be pardoned, ex-
planatory of the case. Judge Woodward's ancestor, Dr. Wheelock, prepared with
great care the charter for the College; a charter intended to be perpetuated without
change. But in 1816, the legislature of New Hampshire undertook to alter the
charter by increasing the number of trustees, which the charter declared should never
be more than twelve, to twenty; and also by creating a board of overseers to whom
the trustees were made subject, and, further, by changing its name from Dartmouth
llege to Dartmouth University. William H. Woodward was the Secretary and

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical §
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Treasurer of the College, and the custodian of its records, and he regarded the
legislation referred to as a sacrilege of the benefactions and memory of his great and
good ancestor. The result was the case referred to, which went on appeal to the
Supreme Court of the United States, where it was declared that the legislative acts
were void and unconstitutional, on the ground that the charter was to be regarded in
the nature of a contract, which could not be thus impaired by the legislature.

Judge William F. Brannan was from about 1855 to the time of their death, a
contemporary of both Judge Woodward and Judge Richman. When [ wrote the
sketch of Judge Joseph Williams, I sent Judge Brannan a copy of it for any sugges-
tions he might be pleased to make, and when he wrote the sketches of Judges Wood-
ward and Richman, he sent copies of the same to me for such use as I might feel
advised to make of them in the preparation of this work, and excerpts therefrom,
constitute what follows:

Judge Woodward was one of the earliest pioneer lawyers who came to Musca-
tine for the purpose of making it a permanent home for himself and family. He
came in 1839, The pursuit of health was the inducing cause that impelled him to
abandon his home, friends and business in Boston, and the hope that his strength
and vigor could be regained in a new territory of the far Northwest, of which but
little was known in the New England States at that time, and which had been
opened for white settlement only five years before, and then only in a narrow strip
west of the Mississippi, the rest of the Territory being Indian reservations.

He was born in Hanover, New Hampshire, in 1808, and graduated with high
honors at Dartmouth College. He then applied himself closely to the study of the
law, and after a rigid examination was admitted to the bar. He had a full cousin,
Benjamin R. Curtis, who was a little more than a year younger than himself and
who while yet a youth gave promise of intellectual gifts of a remarkably high order.
He, too, studied law, and on his admission to the bar, he and Woodward, who
were strongly attached to each other, entered into a partnership and concluded to
open an office in Boston, which they did. They were young, had at first few
acquaintances in Boston, and had to quietly bear the probation incident to be-
ginners in practice, in a community where they were practically unknown. Oppor-
tunity came to them sooner than they expected when they could be heard in a trial
at court.

Mr. Woodward now, in 1838, took to himself a wife, Miss Arabella Brooks, to
whom he had for some time been affianced. She was an accomplished young lady
who was held in gentral esteem for the high and graceful womanly qualities that
adorned her character, and made her a favorite with all who knew her. Mr.
Woodward had been enjoying excellent health until about a year after his marriage,
when an insidious disease, not uncommon in that climate, began to manifest itself,
as he feared. His father had fallen a victim to consumption at a comparatively
early age, and such had been the fate of many near and dear relatives. He at once
consulted an eminent physician, who after a careful examination confirmed his
fears. He told Woodward that the disease was yet in its incipient stage and that
it could be arrested and its progress changed only by a change of climate, and
that this should be made without delay. He had to turn his back upon the pros-
perity that shed its bright colors for the future and the high rank in his profession
which his firm was rapidly attaining. He felt that all these considerations must
give way to a sense of duty which he owed to the wife he had recently married.
She concurred with him that his health was an object of the highest concern. He
wrote at once to Mr. Brownell, whose wife was a sister to Mrs. Woodward, and
who for years had been and was still a resident of lowa. He sent a prompt answer
that the climate of Iowa was redolent with health; that the strong, heavy damps of
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the Atlantic coast that bred fatal disease had no existence in lIowa. He spoke in
the highest terms of the fertility of the soil, with its gentle, undulating surface and
of the picturesque scenery.

On the receipt of Mr. Brownell's letter, he and his wife at once started for
Iowa and on reaching Keokuk, where Mr. Brownell was then living, stopped with
him, and by his advice rode up to Muscatine (then known as Bloomington) and
concluded to make that his home. He bought a choice lot on the river front and
built a house in which he lived the rest of his days. He found the town with a
small population and modest houses but of “great expectations.” There were
young lawyers, some of whom remained, while others sought more productive
pastures. The emoluments of the lawyers were such as to enforce rigid economy.
But Mr. Woodward found what he most needed, a pure and health-giving atmos-
phere, and a conquest over the threatened disease. He jogged along quietly like
the rest of the lawyers. He did not, however, remain unknown and unappreciated.

The first session of the Legislature of the State paid a worthy compliment
to Mr. Woodward. It passed an act creating a commission to consist of three to
frame a complete code of laws for the new State. It was conceded that peculiar
ability and fitness should be made the test in selecting the members of this
commission. The Democrats controlled both legislative branches. Charles Mason,
of Burlington, who had been Chief Justice of the Territory for years, William G.
Woodward, and Stephen Hempstead, of Dubuque, an eminent lawyer, constituted
the commission. Mason and Hempstead were Democrats and Woodward was a
Whig. Hempstead was elected the second Governor of the State. The work
required time and study, great care for its labors, and when completed was reported
to, examined by, and met the approval of the Legislature. Mr. Woodward was
chosen to prepare the marginal notes, arrange in proper divisions, index and super-
intend its publication. When published, it was called the Code of 1851.

The Legislature was named the General Assembly in the Constitution under
which lowa was admitted as a State, and the power was conferred upon it of
electing the Judges of the Supreme Court. The Democratic party, which had
hitherto dominated the politics of the Territory and State, had lost its supremacy
in 1854, and its opponents came into power. The terms of the three Supreme
Judges, all Democrats, were about to expire, and the Legislature in the month
of January, 1855, convened as one body, and on the vote for Chief Justice, George
G. Wright received fifty-three votes and Mr. Woodward fifty-one votes, and Judge
Wright, having received the larger vote, became Chief Justice and Woodward
Associate Supreme Judge. The vote for the third Judge was split among a number
of candidates and it took a week or more to secure an election. Judge Wright told
me, at the funeral of Judge Grant at Davenport, that at his first election to the
Supreme bench, he was present, that he expected Judge Woodward would be
elected Chief Justice, and he was greatly surprised at his own election to that
position, and further, that he never knew how it happened.

Judge Woodward served six years on the Supreme bench. He had his share
of the opinions to write. Those he wrote were drawn in scholarly language, bore
ample evidence of the care he bestowed in coming to just conclusions, and the
clearness with which they were expressed. In 1861, he was elected to the State
Senate from Muscatine County, but resigned in 1863 to accept the more lucrative
position of Clerk of the Circuit Court of the United States. He died on the 24th
of February, 1871. Death had robbed him of his excellent wife on the 31st of
March of the preceding year.

I never heard Judge Woodward deliver a speech in or out of court. I came
to Towa a few months after he had been placed on the bench. He had a case then
pending in the District Court in which he took great interest. His position as
one of the Judges of the Supreme Court precluded his taking a part in the trial,
and Judge Grant, of Davenport, was retained as counsel in the case. 1 was called
into the ease, not so much to aid as to keep watch over it. I was present at their
conferences, but was simply a listener, although I noted all that was said. Judge
Woodward's face always wore an expression that invited cordiality, and he had a
polished but gentle manner that made no distinction between individuals. He had
a quiet dignity that won respect, without anything like assumption to mar it. He

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society
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had always been a great reader and his mind was stored with useful information.
In social life, he had fine conversational powers and could readily interest an in-
telligent company on topics relating to science, history or physics, and even
politics. Visitors at his home always met with a pleasant reception, and no
efforts were spared for rational enjoyment. Judge J. Scott Richman commenced
his law practice in Muscatine the same year that Woodward did, in 1839, and they
were much together. He tells me that Woodward had a high sense of the pro-
fessional ethics that should govern a lawyer, and that he could not be persuaded to
bring a suit unless he had good reason to believe that it would be successful, and that
he would not seek to win a case by unfair means. He also says that Woodward
was a smooth, easy talker, improving with time, and that his arguments showed
earnest research for the law applicable to the case. It there was material conflict
in the testimony, he sought to discover where the truth lay, by mild means and
not by abuse. Judge Richman further states that Mr. Woodward from the begin-
ning, by his courteous deportment, was treated with a degree of deference that
was seldom accorded to any of his legal brethren.

The strong attachment that existed between Woodward and young Curtis, and
the fact that they united as partners in the legal profession and the wonderful
talents that were developed in Curtis at an early age, have been referred to.

Of Judge Woodward it may be truly said that his disposition was mild, in-
capable of intended offense, either in word or manner, and conciliatory to the
last degree. .

J. Scott Richman is not only the oldest practitioner at the lowa bar, but is
the only surviving member of the convention that met at lowa City in 1846 and
framed the Constitution under which, in December of that year, Congress admitted
lowa as a State of the Union.

I happened to be in lowa City in 1857, where 1 met an elderly man of much
intelligence. He was from a distant county, but I cannot now recall either his
name or home. Learning that I was from Muscatine, he at once made inquiries
respecting Richman, and said that they had served together in 1846 in the same
Constitutional Convention. Richman, he said, was a stranger to nearly all of its
members, but soon became the subject of notice because of his unusually low
stature, very short legs and youthful appearance. Nightly consultations were held
among the members at which Richman was always present, as he was at the
regular sessions. At both places he sat as a quiet listener for the first few days;
then he was called upon for his opinion touching a proposition that had given rise
to considerable discussion. He arose and in opening said that he felt much diffi-
dence in speaking on a subject which had divided so many older and abler minds
than his. He had, however, the rare faculty of compressing in a few but clear
words, reasons that were full of force and effect and speedily drew close attention.
His speech was short but convincing. He seldom spoke, but when he did, he was
heard with close and respectful attention. In fact, the other members would say of
him, in a kindly and approving spirit, “That little, short-legged, young fellow has
a good long head and can say much that is valuable in a few words.”

Mr. Richman was born in Somerset, Perry County, Ohio, 1820. He did such
work on a farm as he could until he was fourteen, and was allowed to go to a
country school during the winter months. At the age named, he was taken as
clerk in a county where he stayed until he was eighteen, when he went to Knox-
ville, Illinois, and commenced the study of law. In 1839, he came to Muscatine
(then called Bloomington), where he resumed his law studies, and in the fall of
that year, having passed a satisfactory examination, was admitted to the bar.
A short time after, he opened a law office in Muscatine and engaged in practice.
His natural ability and studious habits attracted the attention of Hon. S. C.
Hastings, who had a large practice in Muscatine and bordering counties and who
in 1840 offered a partnership to Mr. Richman, which was accepted. This connection
continued until 1847, when, lowa having just become a State, Hastings was ap-
pointed its first Chief Justice. This of course ended the partnership.

In those early days the bar of Muscatine was made up of young men such as
Ralph P. Lowe, Stephen Whicher, Jacob Butler, William G. Woodward, S. C.
Hastings and J. Scott Richman; Richman was the youngest in years and Stephen
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Whicher the eldest. They were all men of active brain, well educated, generally,
with strong literary tastes, ambitious, and struggling for success in their profes-
sion. They had to encounter difficulties incident to the stages of incipient settle-
ment in a new and almost unexplored region, with wandering Indian tribes for their
neighbors. Textbooks and law reports were few, money scarce, clients generally
poor, and fees low and hard to get. They all believed that Muscatine had natural
advantages that would make it a valuable commercial center, and they bore
difficulties with hope for the future, and endured with patience the mishaps that
at times beset them. Lowe eventually moved to Keokuk, and reached the highest
honors of the State; Hastings, lured by the dazzling reports of the golden mines
that lay in the hills and valleys of California, removed there, and when it became
a State, was elected its first Chief Justice, and finally amassed a large fortune.
Richman was gifted with a quick conception, a sound judgment, and clearness of
expression. It was not a great while before the people showed confidence in his
integrity and ability. He did not encourage litigation if it could be justly avoided.
He soon became, after the dissolution of the partnership with Hastings, the leading
member of the bar, a position he could not have reached and maintained unless he
had won the confidence and respect of the bench, and of the jury, in cases before
them in which he had been counsel. He had well earned a reputation in jury cases
of dealing fairly with the evidence and of avoiding anything that savored of
misrepresentation.

In December, 1863, Judge John I. Dillon resigned the office of Judge of the
Seventh Judicial District, having, in November preceding, been elected to the
Supreme bench. Mr. Richman became his successor, the district being composed
of Jackson, Clinton, Scott and Muscatine. No better selection could possibly
have been made. He was successively re-elected, with but little opposition. He
was a thorough lawyer and on the bench was patient, rarely, if ever, showing any
sign of petulance. His rulings were prompt and clear, and his charges to the jury
were models of judicial instructions. He stated the issues the jury was to try
and the rules of law applicable to the questions raised by the issues. He was
always kind and considerate to the young lawyer who exhibits timidity the first
few times he appears in the trial of a cause in the district court. Appeals were
seldom taken from any judgment he might render, and when an appeal was taken,
it rarely happened that a reversal followed.

In the latter part of April, 1872, Hon. John P. Cook, of Davenport, departed
this life. He was one of the earliest of our pioneer lawyers, whom long and
successful practice had made perfect in the intricacies of the law (if such a thing
is possible) and who had the confidence and esteem of all who knew him. His
death left to his son, Edward E. Cook, then a young man, the management of a
large and valuable legal business. Conscious of the heavy responsibility thus cast
upon him by the death of his father and knowing that Richman would be a most
desirable associate, young Mr. Cook tendered an equal partnership to Judge
Richman, which was accepted. The Judge resigned his office in 1872 and engaged
in active practice again. This partnership lasted for a number of years, when with
mutual consent and good feeling a dissolution took place.

Impelled by a strong and growing desire to return to Muscatine, winch had
been his home for more than a generation, and renew social relations with such
of his old friends of early days as were still left there, on the dissolution of the
partnership, he quit Davenport, and with his son, E. F. Richman, a while after,
resumed practice in Muscatine, the firm name being Richman & Richman.

In 1856 Governor Grimes called a special session of the Legislature to take
action on land grants given by Congress to aid in the construction of certain
railways within the State. Mr. Richman was prevailed upon to become a candidate
to fill a vacancy in the lower house of the Legislature that had occurred in
Muscatine County, and was elected by a large majority. He had three times
been elected to public offices. In no instance had his candidacy been due to
the slightest procurement by any action on his part. He had never been an active
politician, but on the contrary, had always preferred a calm and quiet life.

An amusing but unexpected incident happened to Richman some time a.ftt_sr
the adjournment of the Convention of 1846. The Territorial Legislature was in

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Sqg
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session for the last time and was desirous of making such changes as seemed
proper in view of the certainty that Iowa was about to be admitted as a State.
Before the lower house was fully organized, trouble showed itself. A clerk amnd
his deputy were necessary officers to keep the record. Several persoms sought
these two offices, but the house had balloted for some time without coming to a
choice. The fight over the candidates for clerk and deputy grew strong amnd
bitter. Richman had business in the District Court which took him to Iowa City
while the fight was at its height, and he wandered over to the State House. He
had hardly reached the door of the legislative chamber when a member of the
house saw him, and immediately cried out, “Let us put an end to this fuss and
delay, and proceed with the regular business. There's Richman (pointing to him).
Let's elect him clerk. He helped to kill the Territorial Government by his vote in
the Convention. Let him take part in its obsequies.” It at once brought a
momentary calm and before Richman could say anything, he was elected clerk,
and a new man was elected his deputy.

He lived for many of his closing years on his farm outside of Musecatine, but
made it a rule to be at his office regularly. He is now in his eighty-sixth year.
His steps are not as quick and active as formerly, but his general health is good,
his mind clear and strong, with scarcely perceptible change to mar his memory.
His sight has been renewed, and glasses are no longer needed for ordimary print.
Of late years he has rarely appeared before the Court, but has left the duties
incident to litigation to the competent care of his son, while he remains in the
office as an advisory. From present indications it is not unlikely that he will romnd
out a century. He is looked upon by all who know him as a patriarch, and regarded
with the reverence due to his exemplary character.

Judge Richman had a son, E. Frank Richman, who was for a time, associated
with and succeeded his father in the practice. He was a lawyer of note and ability.
He studied law with his father and was admitted to the bar in 1865. His father
was then upon the bench. After practicing law in Muscatine for a few years, he
removed to Maquoketa in Jackson County, and afterwards to Davenport. Sl
later, he returned to Muscatine and became associated with his father in the general
practice. He was at one time City Attorney of Muscatine. He took part in the
Civil War and was Adjutant of the Forty-fourth Iowa Infantry.

Since the sketches above were written, Judge Woodward, Judge Richman and
Judge Brannan have all passed away. [ was personally acquainted with each of
them, but more particularly with Judge Brannan. [ last saw Judge Woodward at
a session of the U. S. Court at Des Moines many years ago. He was reading from a
volume of Carlyle’s ““Frederic the Great,” respecting the merits of which we had
a long and pleasant conversation. He died in 1871, Richman in 1908.

Jacob Butler, Elijah Sells.

Jacob Butler was born in Franklin County, Ohio, in 1817. He graduated at
Miami College. Among his classmates were John G. Deshler—afterwards Umated
States District Attorney, and Charles S. Foster, all three of whom finally settled in
Bloorsington (Muscatine.) Butler studied law with Judge Swan, of Columbus,
authot of “Swan's Treatise,” who took a great interest in young Butler and insisted
on giving him a hundred and ffty dollars with which to make his start as a young
lawyer in the farther West. He first went to New Orleans, then to St. Louis, and
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< Previous Next >

www._judicial state.ia.us

SOuﬁ%ﬂo@m&gﬂéH%!%Jta‘iEthgg&%Bﬁ!\i’fﬁwﬂéf@@r’ﬁ‘a@d@%afljﬁég‘rg%ﬁ%séiﬁ‘ﬁ]ﬁﬁl%@é %hlgﬂ:%y of lowa Library, éé@%%s lowa.



lowa Census, 1838-70 - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 2

L.].l][. (‘Sl I"n’ Hi, weenpwin Log O Messages (1)
Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center DNA Publish Shop

You searched for William G. Woodward in lowa

< t|r~ All lowa Consus, 1848-70 Rosults

Page Tools Iowa Census, 1838-70

&« Save record to someone in ) it
my tree Name:  William G. Woodward

l@) Save record to my shoebox State:  IA

2 Add Alternate Information County: Muscatine County
iy View printer-friendly Township:  Bloomington Township

_ Year: 1852

AT I LD

N ; ) Page: 006
There are no comments for this

record Database:  TA 1852 State Census Index
Leave a comment
Save This Record

. Attach this record to a person in your tree as a source record, or :
Make a Connection

for later evaluation.
Not sure where to start? Often
it's helpful to contact others
who share your research El'i{m.-'(:t-. 111{0r:n:1tu:!‘n: . ‘ .
Jordan Doded and Lichona It vl
interests: UT, USA: The Generations y0¢ by
z Jackson and AIS from mic 5 ¢
torritorial/state consuses, and/for ¢ ihatitute

Deseriplion:
U.S. Federul Census indexes {(and other related eensus indexes) for Tows from 1838 Lo 1t
nmaore,..

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dl1?indiv=1&db=iacen%2c&rank=0&=%2c¢%2c%2c%2c...  10/16/2009





